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The Big Sleep 

The Big Sleep - no, not the film starring

Bogart and Bacall, but the Big Sleep at

Stonehenge. If I had a bucket list,

this would be one of the things on it. An

experience seeing the stones late at night,

listening to Romy Wyeth telling us the

story of Stonehenge and on Friday the

13th to boot.

Obviously, you are now asking why,

on a cold night in October, I was sleeping

at Stonehenge. The whole event had been

planned by Alabare, one of whose aims is

to end homelessness for veterans by

providing a pathway of accommodation

and support to enable a successful

transition to Civilian life.
As fundraising events go, the

organisation of this was most impressive,

the cafeterias at Stonehenge provided us

with a hot meal and drink and remained

open until midnight in case we needed

snacks or more hot drinks. We slept out at

the visitors’ centre. Just after 9.30 pm,

we walked to the stones. This is quite a

hike but, a risk assessment had been

completed so there were glow sticks

showing us the way, and any uneven

surfaces were also marked with glow

sticks.

To be that close to the stones late

at night was a pleasure and a privilege.

Listening to the comments of some of the

youngsters was an insight, yes they had

their mobiles but were using them as

torches and they were listening to every

word, even trying out the device that

showed the laylines: two iron bars, that

turned and crossed each other at a certain

point. One of the young men was asked if

he had turned them and his response was,

“No they moved in my hand,” a look of

wonder on his face. It made me smile that

he kept going back and forth just to

experience the action.

Continued on page 4

Robin Culver

The stones late at night

The stones at dawn

Sunlight breaking through



ST JOhN’S 
SOciAL EVENTS

COFFEE MORNING

on Wednesday 8th November at 11am.

CHRISTMAS FAYRE

on Saturday 18th November 

commencing noon,

with lots of different stalls.

ThANK yOu!

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

Thank you to everyone for your help

and support. We raised £451 which is

wonderful. A Fantastic result!

Gill Price

Sunday 12th November

Codford Village Hall

11 am – 4 pm

CODFORD CHRISTMAS ARTISAN MARKET,

returning for its 5th successive year. 

Lots of artisans selling their handmade

goods plus a pop up cafe!

Find us on Facebook and Instagram

Craft Loft Artisan Markets

T h e  d i A RY

CODFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH,

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

REMEMBRANcE SuNdAy 
SERVicE ANd LuNch, 
12Th NOVEMBER 2017

The annual Remembrance Sunday

Service will be held at St John the

Baptist Church, Stockton on Sunday 12th

November 2017 at 10.45 am. The

Marching Party are to form up behind The

Standard at 10.40 am. 

A wreath which will be laid by the

President, Robin Grist, on behalf of the

Branch and a list of the war dead on the

Stockton War Memorial will be read out

during the service.

A curry lunch will be served in

Chitterne Village Hall at 12.00 pm.

Tickets will be available from the Post

Office Counter, Budgens Store, Codford,

from 17th October 2017 at a cost of

£14.00. Please indicate when purchasing

your ticket, if vegetarian meal, or alter-

native to curry is required. 

chRiSTMAS 
cOFFEE MORNiNG

in aid of Alabare
Wednesday 22nd November

10.00am until 12.00 noon

at 

Codford Vicarage, Green Lane 

(behind St Peter’s Church).

Grand raffle for a Christmas Hamper 

and other festive prizes

Sales of mince pies, cakes, preserves,

crafts etc

Coffee/Tea and biscuit £1

Please bring saleable items for the local

Alabare charity shop.

Alabare supports homeless, vulnerable

and marginalised people, providing

accommodation and helping them to gain

the skills, confidence and opportunities to

live a fulfilled life in the community. 

If you could help with this event, please

contact Simon Firth or the Rev Cliff Stride

01985 850941

ThE 
cOdFORd 

cOMMuNiTycAFÉ 
every Thursday 9am till 11.30am 

provides the chance for a relaxing cup

of tea/coffee WITH CAKE!

All ages from 0 to 90+ are catered for.

See you at the Village Hall.
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When contacting advertisers please 
tell them that you read about them 

in the Parish News! !

Please let Robin know of any Social Dates

you have so they can be included in the

diary. We deliver this magazine door to

door to all our ten villages, and the

editorial team would love to have a

greater overview of what is going on in the

villages.

T: 840790  robinwculver@mac.com

MEN’S 
FELLOwShip
BREAKFAST

8.15 am Monday 6th November 

at Bishopstrow House Hotel

The speaker will be Francis Cornish, a

retired diplomat who served in a wide

variety of roles including; Foreign Office

spokesman for Douglas Hurd, senior trade

commissioner and subsequently consul

general to Hong Kong. His final appoint-

ment was as ambassador to Israel and his

talk entitled: “The Middle East: the origin

of today’s rivalries” draws on his time in

post and his enduring interest in the

region. 

ROyAL BRiTiSh LEGiON 
wOMEN’S SEcTiON 

hEyTESBuRy BRANch

Our next meeting will be held on 22nd

November 2017 in the Residents’ Hall of

the Hospital of St John when our Speaker

will be Col. Bob Richardson-Aitken with a

talk entitled ‘Arms to Alms’, about his

change from a Soldier’s life to the charity

sector. Visitors always welcome.

Please note there is NO RBL(WS) meeting

in December.

PUBLICATION OF PARISH NEWS
The Parish News, its archive copies and
items we are unable to fit in (‘overspill’
and called Parish News Extra) are all also
available on the UWVT website at 

www.upperwylyevalleyteam.com

01373 813132



I am writing this on the twentieth

anniversary of the death of Diana Princess

of Wales. The event had a profound

effect, and perhaps we can remember

what we were doing the day the news

broke. Our nation has recalled a number

of important anniversaries in recent

months, such as the Retreat from Dunkirk.

Family anniversaries of birth, death and

marriage mean a great deal to us:

friends of mine recently celebrated

their sixty-fifth wedding anniversary!

Photograph albums are a good way of

recalling such events, although maybe in

this digital age these are becoming less

common.

As the Family of God, we also have

our anniversaries; we have the important

ones such as the Harvest Thanksgiving,

Christmas, Easter and Pentecost; we can

add to these the birthdays and dates of

the deaths (especially martyrdoms) of the 

saints. Our Service books give special

prayers and readings for these occasions. 

Some years back, I was preparing

a parishioner from a non-conformist

background for Confirmation in the Church

of England. We spent an entire session on

the Church’s calendar, with the observa-

tions of fast and festivals and saints days;

it surprised him that we spent so long on

it. He remarked that I obviously thought

this was important. These celebrations

matter because we learn so much from

Our Lord’s life, together with the faith and

examples of his saints; so it encourages us

to do our best to follow their way of life

as best we can. We praise God for their

lives and what they have achieved in their

strong faith and the great love that they 

have displayed to Him and the rest of us

during their lifetimes. 

To remember lives past is in our

thoughts as November looms. The season

begins with the celebration of All Saints’

Day on 1st November followed by the

commemoration of all the departed,

especially on Remembrance Sunday. In

MiniSTRY leTTeR

the celebration of all anniversaries, be

they secular or religious, there is a further

element which will benefit us. It is to

learn from our past what has made us

great as a nation, what we have to learn,

what we have achieved, and what remains

to be done in our lives.

So if you are celebrating a

wedding, birthday or other achievement

this month – congratulations and Happy

Anniversary! Raymond Hayne

ThoUGhT foR ThE MoNTh

"You see, at just the right time, when we

were still powerless, Christ died for the

ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a

righteous man, though for a good man

someone might possibly dare to die. But

God demonstrates his own love for us in

this: While we were still sinners, Christ

died for us."

Paul's letter to the Christians in Rome,

Chapter 5 verses 6-8

Contributed by Robin Hungerford

EDITORIAL

Are you a society in one of our ten villages

that would like some extra publicity?

Would you like to advertise what you do?

Certain people, who want to know what is

happening in our villages, are always

haranguing me. I am prepared to do a

“What’s On” but need your help. As a

relative newcomer to the valley, I know

very little about what is happening. Do

you operate a book club, a patchwork

group, a photography group, a sports

group or even a Ludo group? Do you need

more members? If so, I would love to hear

from you.

To the few who say “I am not writing

anything for the Parish News because it is

a religious magazine”, please read some

of our back issues. It is not all about

religion, but about the area and the

people who live here.
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pRAyER GROup

We meet weekly. 

If you have any prayer requests,

please call Anne on 840339.

J & G Vehicle Repairs Ltd
Stephens Way

Warminster  Business Park
Bath Road Warminster Tel:01985 216990

Service and repairs to all makes of vehicles

Specia l is ts  in  4X4 

Auto e lectr ics  -  A ir  Condi t ioning

MOTs:-  
Class 1V (cars and light goods)

Class V11 (vehicles from 3,000 to 3,500 kg)

Collection and delivery by arrangement

Local choral group the 

WYLYE VALLEY VOICES 

is nearly 5 years old. 

They were started by tenor Andrew Forbes-

Lane who lives locally and continues as

their Music Director.

Last June they were invited to give a

concert at the Minster Church and profits

from this were given to mission work at

Sachibondu Health Centre in north-west

Zambia. The money was used to buy a

portable baby heart monitor. This week it

went into use.

I .N.  NEWMAN LTD

Family Controlled independent

Funeral Directors

Private Chapels of Rest
24 Hour Care and Assistance

at a time of Bereavement

Nominated Funeral Director for:
Golden Charter

Pre-payment funeral plan

MONUMENTAL MASONS

Griffin House,
55 Winchester Street Salisbury, SP1 IHL

Telephone: 01722413136

E.G. MARTIN LTD
WESTBURY (01373)

822784 / 864676



Page 4

First, I haven’t gone dyslexic on you in

the title; oh, no! God made a conscious

decision many years ago when he was

naming all the animals to simply wait until

he had completed the task and then

turn his own name back to front - DOG.

Second, I have decided that there should

be a churchy theme this month as the

Guvnor came back from church today

alternately grinning and grimacing.

          You will remember that their local

church has an electronic organ that now

has over 150 hymns recorded in its

technical memory and, with the help of a

press on the ‘doofer’, plays itself. Today,

the ‘Doofer Gaffer’ was redundant as nice

Sarah came in to play. More on this later.

          The Church has to move with the

times and if it is to attract younger

members, it needs not only to use hearing

aids, speakers and loop systems but to

acknowledge the dependence of youth on

its gadgets. For example, young parents,

who are reluctant to give up their Sunday

lie-in, ought to be able to download the

service via Bluetooth and read the lessons

on their Kindle Bibles. Intercessional

prayers can be distributed via Facebook

and the collection taken via debit or

credit cards using machines available in

the church or by transferring funds

electronically by BACS. On those occasions

when the church moves from darkness into

light, there need be no more use for

candles; rather, the congregation can be

invited to turn on their smart phones,

iPads and Kindles in rotation (not unison)

first switching to Blue shade to create a

gradual change from darkness, through

gloom, to a dazzling and exhilarating

radiance of LED luminescence.

          To save fuel and help the environ-

ment, House Groups need not meet phys-

ically; they can be accomplished via

Facebook, chatrooms, Face time or Skype

- or simple conference calls - remember-

TURBo’S TAleS (The god Blog foR ocT 17)

ing that prayer applications on Twitter

must be restricted to just 140 characters.

          Our church has become so used to

its organ playing itself that today the

Guvnor turned around in his pew at the

end and remarked, “I hope this is not a

sign of things to come; we can’t allow

human beings to take over from our

machines. Whatever next?”

Guvnor’s addendum: I’m not sure what the

little upstart means by this insurrection;

it’s impossible - isn’t it?

BARTERS PLANT CENTRE

friendly local Nursery and Plant Centre

fresh plants grown on our Nursery

free advice and plenty of parking

Open Mon - Sat 9.00 - 5.00 

Sundays 10.00 - 4.00
(March to June & December)

Sun closed (Jan, Feb, July to Nov)

Just off A36 in Chapmanslade,
Westbury, Wilts

Tel: 01373-832694
www.barters.co.uk

RoadHog Catering Ltd
www.roadhogcaterers.co.uk

Karen Riggs

Specialists in weddings, hog roasts, 
vintage tea parties, garden parties

Outdoor catering & bars, hire &
event planning

Fully insured & licensed

For bookings and all enquiries ring 
01225 754124/07967 243687

Email: roadhogcaterers@yahoo.co.uk

The Big Sleep
continued from front cover

We then walked back to the centre where

two groups entertained us for the evening.

By this time most people had made their

beds, roll mats, bivvy bags and, in some

instances, cardboard. At midnight the

centre went quiet, well there was one

snorer, but I think the walk to the stones

had given people an appetite for sleep.

At 5.30am we awoke for a hot drink

and a bacon or sausage bap, all part of the

inclusive price of ten pounds.                             

We were then bussed to the stones where

we were  able to experience them at

dawn.

I was most impressed with Alabare,

and English Heritage who allowed us to

use the venue. The next morning we were

co-opted into the 100. Look at English

Heritage to learn more.

A big thank you to everyone who

sponsored me, I raised £150 for this

worthwhile cause. Alabare also support

homeless, vulnerable and marginalised

people.

See details of the CHRISTMAS COFFEE

MORNING in aid of Alabare on page 2

Stones at dawn(2)



          When you have finished, and you

need to convince the children that you

must go shopping, promise them an ice

lolly or a doughnut from the local super-

market, just opposite the park; works with

my brood every time.
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With Christmas fast approaching and the

search for presents beginning, this is a

really good read for our younger readers. 

          David Walliams introduces the story

of Jack and his Grandfather, who just

happened to be Spitfire Pilot in the Second

World War. He explains that the story is

set in 1983, before the Internet, mobile

phones and games that could be played

for weeks on end. This is what attracted

my grandson to the story: what on earth

did people get up to before the interweb

as grandma often calls it.

          The story follows Jack and his

Grandfather through a whole series of

adventures. It also provides a fascinating

insight into the aging process for young

children, the forgetting of recent things

but the long-term memory still being

active. 

          It prompted much discussion in our

house with me explaining why Great

Granddad would forget things which

happened earlier in the day but could

remember something that happened many

years ago.

          The story is very informative

explaining a whole series of issues regard-

ing planes, the RAF and school. 

          Equally, the illustrations are excel-

lent, helping the story to move along. We

do paired reading at bed time, I will read

a part of a chapter and then Grandson

reads the rest, but there were many times

when we both broke into fits of giggles at

the illustrations and adventures. A word of

warning: once involved in the story, you

might want to read on yourself; my grand-

son would wake up early just to carry on

reading. I then had to scan the story to

catch up.

          There is one other warning: the

story contains a song that is an earworm

(a song or tune that gets stuck in one’s

mind and repeats as if on tape). When the

reader comes across this song, DO NOT

sing it. It can be quite embarrassing

walking through town, when the grandson

and you both start singing the song. Please

learn from my mistake.

YoUng VoiceS ... grandpa’s great escape: david Walliams

plAceS To ViSiT ... without breaking the bank

Sometimes on your doorstep is an area of

beauty, which few people seem to know

about. It is also an area where you can

incorporate your shopping and your leisure

in one easy outing. Where am I talking

about? Warminster Park!

The park has been there for ages, but

more recently has been undergoing some

important changes. The one that made me

smile were the ramps for the ducklings to

climb  up onto the islands or up out of the

lake..

          If you want a leisurely walk, then

walk round the lake but if you have a gang

of explorers in the family, then walk past

the lake into the Wild area. This is perfect

for the adventurers in the family; you walk

down paths and onto some green area

where the children can run around to their

hearts’ content. They can also explore the

river, wellies are a must and watch out for

the mud or you may leave your wellies

behind.

Ridgers-Steer Electrical
All Aspects of Domestic Electrics

Extra sockets

Lighting

Fuse boards

Garages

No job too small     

NO VAT

Part-P Registered

T: 01985 840414  M: 07534 262633

Beauty Retreat Salon
The Ginger Piggery Boyton

Tel 07568-574918

www.beautyretreatwiltshire.co.uk

An extensive range of Beauty & Holistic treatments
on offer with over 15yrs of experience by a fully 
qualified therapist & tutor.

1-2-1 & group skincare & make-up workshops 

Gift vouchers available



Page 6

d o W n  o n  T h e  f A R M

I suspect having a public foot path running

past and through their home, garden and

business would for most be an intrusion

and to be avoided at all costs!

For us, as a working family farm,

we embrace it! It is a showcase, an

opportunity for all that walk, run, cycle

and ride past daily to share our passion.

That passion is agriculture. From the dairy

unit, arable ground, grazing land and the

environment. We truly care for it, every

single day of the year, the animals who

are born, bred and see their dying days

out with us, the ground that is ploughed,

cultivated, drilled and eventually the

harvest. This is achieved from love, hard

work and knowledge. Knowledge that has

come from generations of our family. We

are currently on the third generation, in

Knook, working alongside the second, and

the fourth is now at university bringing

back the most up-to-date and researched

information available to us so we can

continue to pursue our passion and

achieve the very best standard of farming

possible, always with an open mind and

forward thinking to protect for the

future.

It is always a pleasure when those

who use the footpath stop, watch and

ask questions; we actively encourage

this, often reading people’s minds be-

fore they have approached whoever is

available to speak to, and believe me

there is always someone working on the

farm from early hours in the morning

until late at night to answer your

questions. With the day and age we live

in where so much information is readily

available at our finger tips via the

internet, often misleading, not properly

researched, backed up with weak

evidence, it is reassuring to have the

opportunity to deliver information

‘straight from the horse’s mouth’,

information from those who truly know

the facts! 

The footpath is a connection with

the community (and leads to some very

good pubs) allowing folk from all walks

of life to experience a little of our daily

life, as well as seeing the beautiful

Wylye Valley and all that it offers from

the churches, river bank, cattle grazing

(yes, we do still graze cattle) and

villages. So next time you are this way,

do not hesitate to stop, look and if you

wish, learn a little of what is happening

‘down on the farm’.

Kit Pottow

Wren House
Residence for the Retired and Elderly

Wren House in Warminster is a long-established, elegant retirement home,
specialising in individual care in gracious surroundings.

Having just thirteen rooms, each with a private bathroom, we are able to
offer the ambience of a family home, together with caring staff and the
facilities to enable our residents to grow old with dignity.

Mrs Ellie Simmonds, Manager
Wren House Limited, 32 Vicarage Street, Warminster BA12 8JF

Tel: 01985 212578

  DAVIS &

  LATCHAM
YOUR INDEPENDENT

LOCAL ESTATE AGENT

WITH EXPERIENCE

SPANNING FIVE DECADES

43 Market Place Warminster

Wilts BA12 9AZ

(01985) 846985

www.davislatcham.co.uk

SARA WOODWARD

DOG GROOMING

CItY & GUIlDs qUalIfIeD

ALL BREEDS coNSIDERED
LocAL PIckUP If REqUIRED

CrUfts 1st PrIze WINNerWIth OWN DOGs

01985 840573    

07754 963142
wylyevalley@btinternet.com

DID YOU KNOW? 

The Workhouses of yesteryear have

been much derided, but did you know

that the local workhouse in Warminster

tried to establish a District Nurse sys-

tem around 1900? Perhaps the rest of

the country also, after realising that

some form of home nursing was more

cost effective than hospital care. The

Guardians of Warminster Workhouse,

with the support of the ‘ladies commit-

tee’, looked after the welfare of the

women and children who resided in the

Workhouse; and various ‘senior’ ladies

in different parishes, such as vicars’ or

doctors’ wives, were encouraged to

establish this home nursing service.

Many local associations came to grief

because there were no funds other than

house to house collections to pay the

district nurse. She was poorly and irreg-

ularly paid but had a small cottage in

her district and usually a bicycle. She

was often the first person to be called

to help with midwifery, accidents or

general bedside care because the

Doctor usually cost more. A midwife

needed to have a national registration

by 1906 but the general nurse was not

registered until after WW1.

          Barbara Saunt



Good start to the season for Heytesbury.

After a successful summer winning seven

out of seven friendlies, the league season

started on 2nd September. 

Heytesbury got off to a good start

winning their first game, against the Aces

from Bath, 7-3. This was followed by a trip

to Trowbridge to play league newcomers,

The Greyhound. Unfortunately, after miss-

ing many chances early in the game,

Heytesbury eventually lost 3-0. 

A trip to Melksham was next to play

a very good young team. A lot of character

was shown as Heytesbury fought back

from 2-0 down at half time to gain a very

good draw. 

A day off from the league came as

we welcomed The Stiffs to Heytesbury

Park in the first round of the A and B cup.

A 4-1 win saw the Bury move into the next

round. Another away trip to newcomers to

the league, this time South Newton and

Wishford. It was pleasing to get the first

clean sheet of the season as Heytesbury

won 3-0. The Stiffs then returned to

Heytesbury, this time for a league game.

Two goals in the first five minutes was a

good start to the game for Heytesbury.

The game ended 9-0 Heytesbury’s biggest

win for a numbers of years. 

A good start to the campaign sees

them sitting in second place in Division

Two of the Trowbridge League.

ANGLING NOTES OCTOBER 2017

I visited the Avon early in the month. The

river was very clear and sparkly although

on the low side for the time of year. There

was a small hatch of Pale Waterys (a group

name for a number of species of

ephemerids), the grayling were active and

there were some large stocked trout lying

out in the open. The wild trout were by

contrast lying in the margins and were

much less obvious. Although it was not

S p o RT: f o oT B A l l  A n d  A n g l i n g

apparently feeding, I managed to induce

one of the stocked fish to take a balloon

caddis and it was landed and returned. 

I also had two grayling on the same

fly, which is called a balloon caddis

because it has a patch of ethafoam

incorporated in the dressing of the head.

Today, the final day of our trout season,

I visited the Wylye with no great

expectations. It was rather as I expected,

nothing hatched and nothing rose so I did

not even put on a fly but simply enjoyed

being by the river, which is now looking

very autumnal.

The disappointing feature of the

season’s trout fishing has been the

absence of fly life. This is not just a chalk

stream problem but one of all rivers in

England, Scotland and Wales (I can’t speak

for Northern Ireland). 

Whilst there has been a steady

decline in insect populations over many

years due to pollution, abstraction,

pesticides and too many people, the

recent decline in numbers is almost

certainly due to climate change and the

ever increasing frequency with which

extreme weather events occur:  floods,

droughts, high temperatures or whatever.

Malham Tarn is the highest “lake”

in England and lies on the famous lime-

stone area to the North of the Craven

Fault. Spawning facilities for trout are

very limited but the food supply is very

good so the tarn contains small numbers

of large trout. All fish are returned and

there is no stocking. I had only two trout

in the two days I was there, but they were

the largest and the second largest truly

wild trout that I have ever caught in a loch

or lake so I was satisfied!

Robin Mulholland 
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T h e  c o d f o R d  M i l e S To n e

During the 1960s, workmen building the

lay-by in Codford High Street, unearthed

three large fragments of stone, which they

intended to throw in their skip. One of the

team recognised the decorative quality of

the pieces and carted them off to his

garden in Dorset where they resided for

many years in an ornamental capacity.

When he came to move house, the pieces

were offered to the local group of the

Milestone Society.  Their County Represen-

tative for Somerset, Janet Dowding,

together with other members, purchased

the stone and removed it to Janet’s house

for safe storage pending repair and

relocation to its original site.  A bit of

research soon established this to be the

Wiltshire village of Codford.  John Watts

and Doug Roseaman of the Salisbury and

Wiltshire Milestone Group moved the

pieces to Codford where Alec Thomson

arranged the repair with Alasdair Rennie

and his highly skilled team from the Coade

Workshop in Wilton.

The Milestone is one of the first

generation erected in the 18th century,

when the first turnpike roads were being

laid out. The old road through Codford

was part of the Fisherton, Wilton,

Heytesbury, Willoughby Trust and Redhone

Turnpike Trust set up in 1762.   An exami-

nation of the 1773 Andrews and Dury's Map

shows the milestone to be standing on the

north side of the High Street, west of St

Peter's church, although it was discovered

in its broken state opposite The Manse,

near the more modern cast iron marker.

The stone is Chilmark, some 86cm long,

the lower 60cm of which would have been

inserted into the ground. It averages

about 37cm in width and 18cm in depth.

The top is shaped in a shallow triangle and

the front two edges show signs of having

been bevelled. The inscription is in capital

letters, lower case and Roman numerals,

about 7cm high, with the date given in

modern (Arabic) numerals:

TO

SARUM

XIV

TO

Warmi[nster]

VI

1766

The repair has been carried out, largely

free of charge, with great skill by Alasdair

Rennie's Coade Workshop in Wilton and it

has been installed, not far from its original

home, some 50m west of St Peter’s

church.  

Credit is due to a number of players:

Milestone Society enthusiasts, Codford

Parish Council for support and funding,

Codford Local Historical Society for co-

ordinating the project and Alasdair Rennie

and his team from Coade Workshop.

Mostly Mouses
Christmas Gift Fair

16th ~ 19th November 2017
Sarnia Cottage, 27 Chitterne Road, Codford BA12 0PF

Thursday ~ Sunday 10.30am ~ 5.30pm

Unique and individually handpainted gifts
by Local Artist Nicky Broster

Complementary Mulled Wine, tea or coffee on arrival
Contact details:  01985 851224 email: mostlymouses@gmail.com

Broken milestone  2014

Restored Milestone 2017

Clock & Watch
R E P A I R

Kevin Knight
T  01722 331969         M  07900 928451

E  kevindavidknight@gmail.com
over 35 years experience  All work guaranteed 
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g R AV e YA R d  M YS T e R i e S

With thoughts of Armistice Day, people

will be thinking of the Fallen in two world

wars, if they attend the large ‘Common-

wealth War Graves’ ceremony at Codford

and Sutton Veny. However, there are two

military graves in Corton burial ground.

The War Graves Commission acknowledges

one and the other is unmarked. The first

of the two belongs to volunteer Private

MacFarlane who died in Sherrington Camp

and the parish Register describes this as a

soldier’s funeral. He was buried by the Mil-

itary Chaplain of 77th Infantry Brigade,

but there is no head stone. There is a head

stone, however, for Private Taylor, also a

volunteer, who died at one of the Corton

Camps within two weeks of enlisting. For

some reason, neither of these men were

returned to their families. Probably the

Army paid for the interment because

these men had no families or the family

could not pay for the transportation of a

coffin.

Barbara Saunt

DID YOU KNOW? 

If a Workhouse Authority, like our local

one in Warminster, needed a midwife,

her training could be paid out of the

rates which were levied on parishes.

The nearest training school was Devizes

and a regional one was later established

at Swindon. The trainee had to agree

with the Workhouse Authority to work

for three years and live where she was

sent. In this area the District Nurse

Associations were usually based at

Wylye or Sutton Veny. At Sutton Veny

the lady, who was a good organiser, was

the Hon. Mrs Alexander.

Barbara Saunt

GRIFFIN’S GARAGE
• Servicing & Repairs • Diagnostics

• MOT’s (also arranged for trucks)

• Breakdown & Recovery Service

• Onsite & Mobile Service

• Cars • Vans • Plant •Trailers • Machinery

• Collection & Delivery Available

• Loan Car, Van & 4x4 Available

01985 840 800  www.griffauto.co.uk
Hill Road - Sutton Veny - BA12 7AT

Manor Farm Veterinary Surgery
New Road, Codford, Warminster BA12 0NS

Accredited by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons

Principal: Margaret Collins MA BSc VetMB MRCVS

Tel: 01985 850752 for an appointment or advice

Welcome to our lovely, purpose built surgery for pets and

working dogs.

We give excellent diagnostic and surgical skills in a calm,

friendly atmosphere and care for our patients as we

would like our animals to be cared for.

www.manorfarmvets.co.uk
24hour emergency cover
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HEYTESBURY OPEN PLACE (HOP) 

CHURCH PROJECT

There has been more good news this

month with a successful bid for a grant of

£5000 from the Warminster Area Board of

Wiltshire Council. This money will go

towards the repair of the roof of the south

aisle of the church and is very much

appreciated.

          Signing of new slates for the roof of

the church nave and side aisles has

already started and will continue through-

out the winter. The slates will be available

in the church for signing on the afternoon

of Sunday 29th October. This is a great

opportunity to commemorate a loved one,

or a special occasion, for posterity.

A donation of at least £10 per slate is

requested.

          Preparation has begun for the

restoration of the interior of the chancel

including floor tiles, masonry, windows

and paintwork. Scaffolding will soon be

going up in the chancel, in addition to the

scaffolding covering the outside of the

church.

          If you would like to receive regular

updates of the progress being made, and

future events, by email then please

contact: info@heytesburychurch.org

SHERRINGTON

These mild and golden days of early

Autumn are magical. Now and again there

is a tree just touched by the gilding finger

but all is still in full leaf and the glorious

brush strokes of colour are still to come.

          I was waiting for the mass of

migrants we had last year. The wires

across the village were crowded with

numbers of martins and swallows but this

year, for some reason, it did not happen

and by now the travellers will be well on

their way. In the evening, the egrets are

back roosting on the mound again, discor-

dant voices as I go to lock the little

church. There have been encouraging

sightings of kingfishers; they seem to be

flourishing this year and it must be the

family we see. One hears the piping call

and then comes that iridescent flash of

blue.

          On the cress bed, the visit of the

maturing cygnet with a parent bird was

short lived and they returned to the river.

The pen returned some days later but did

not stay. Meanwhile, the cob soldiers on,

reporting daily for his feed of corn. On

Suttons Hill, the tall spindle tree is a glory

of rich, pink berries. It is my favourite

tree of the Autumn hedgerow.

          Few butterflies in the garden this

Summer, even though there are reports of

good numbers of Red Admirals, our garden

was not visited much. Out walking this

morning however butterflies were out

flickering about the tracks and hedgerows.

          The barn owls that Nigel monitors

have had a good year and with plenty of

food the numbers are right up there, with

some second broods being found. One

female has been encountered over the

years at seven different sites around the

Plain. Records show that she is ten years

old! The average age is given as up to five

years so that old lady must be a skilled

hunter with a bit of luck on her side too.

          As ever, the little church looked

beautiful for our Harvest Thanksgiving.

It was full of colour and though we no

longer have Bert Imber’s wonderful

dahlias, a little of his scarlet virginia

creeper found its way onto a windowsill.

Sherrington Village was most generous and

provided an impressive pile of provisions.

When, on the following Wednesday,it was

time to make the delivery to the

Warminster Food Bank, that task was

taken out of our hands and for that we

were most grateful.

         BL

V i l l Ag e  n e W S

fRoM The RegiSTeRS

Baptisms

We welcome into the Christian Church

Jake & Harry Stephens 
20th August at Upton Lovell

Noah Park 
27th August at Codford St. Mary

Flora Corp 
9th September at Tytherington

Oscar Edmonds  
1st October at Codford St. Mary

May they grow in the Christian Faith

Funerals

Our sympathy and love to those 
who mourn the passing of

Peter Tomlinson 

26th September at Codford St. Peter

Roy Penny 

27th September at Boyton

May they rest in the peace 
and light of Christ

Please contact the Ministry Team to make

arrangements for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals,

Confirmation preparation or Service of Prayer 

and Dedication after a Civil Marriage. 

The clergy will officiate at any 

crematorium service.

Puppy & Dog Training Classes, 
Behaviour Consultations, Dog Walking,

Dog Sitting & Day Care
Please contact Celia Callan BSc (Hons) Dip CABC

Tel: 01985 248277   or   Mob: 07806779749

Email:celiacallanpuppyschool@hotmail.com

www.doggietraining.co.uk

www.puppyschool.co.uk

Professional, Qualified & Insured Tutor

NO artificial colourings or additives
w A healthier choice of Indian cuisine w

A36, Codford, Warminster, BA12 0JZ
Tel: 01985 850081/851260 Email:info@toran.co.uk

Wiltshire’s Premier Indian Restaurant and Takeaway

Think Indian; dine... 
DID YOU KNOW? 

The Hon. Mrs Alexander had a strong

interest in the District Nursing

Association for Sutton Veny. In order to

help save the association money, she,

along with Mrs Waddington, nursed

patients in their own homes when

typhoid fever struck the village. This

saved the expense of hiring another

District Nurse when the small isolation

hospital in Warminster was full.

Barbara Saunt



                  
                                                                                                                  

n oV e M B e R
                  

                                                                                                                                          

5th                              Tytherington                   8.30am           Holy Communion (BCP)
All Saints’                    Codford St Mary              9.30am           All Souls Communion (BCP)
                                   Norton Bavant                9.30am           Holy Communion (BCP)
4th Sunday                 Sutton Veny                   10.00am           Family Service
before Advent              Heytesbury                    11.00am           Parish communion Choir
                                   Upton Lovell                   3.00pm           All Souls
                                   Tytherington                   6.00pm           Taizé 
               
12th                            Boyton                            8.30am           Holy communion (BCP)
Remembrance             Codford St Peter            10.00am           Family Service
Sunday                        Sutton Veny                   10.45am           Remembrance
                                   Stockton                       10.45am           British Legion Remembrance
                                   Heytesbury                    10.45am           Remembrance 
                                   Upton Lovell                   6.00pm           Evensong Choir
                                                                                             celebrating Martin Luther
                                                                                                      
19th                            Heytesbury                      8.30am           Holy Communion (BCP)
2nd Sunday                 Norton Bavant                9.30am           Patronal Festival Choir
before Advent              Codford St Peter              9.30am           Parish Communion
                                   Sutton Veny                   11.00am           Matins
                                   Upton Lovell                 11.00am           Parish Communion 
                                   Codford Village Hall        4.00pm           Messy Church
                                   Heytesbury                     6.00pm           Evensong
                                                                                                      
26th                         Codford St Mary 8.30am     Holy Communion (BCP)
CHRIST                    Sutton Veny 8.30am     Holy Communion (BCP)
THE KING                Codford St Peter 10.00am     Parish Communion Choir
                               Heytesbury 10.00am     Family Service 
                               Boyton 11.00am     Parish Communion
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UppeR WYlYe VAlleY TeAM 

PRIEST IN CHARGE 
The Revd Alison Morley (day off Mon.)
upperwylyevalleyteam@gmail.com  840187

MINISTRY TEAM
The Revd Clifford Stride (on duty Tues.Wed.Sun.)

cgstride@btinternet.com 850941
The Revd Diana Hammond 841185 

roger213hammond@btinternet.com 
The Revd Jane Shaw 850141 

shawjane2005@gmail.com
The Revd Jayne Buckles 851176

jaynebuckles@btinternet.com
Katherine Venning LLM 840283

venning.mk@hotmail.com
The Revd Robin Hungerford 840522

rhungerford157@gmail.com
The Revd Anne Bennett-Shaw 840339

revannebennettshaw@btinternet.com 
The Revd Ian Duff 850291 

duffgian@gmail.com 
CHURCHWARDENS
Boyton & Corton Susanna Maitland 851191
Codford St Mary Bridget Lorimer 850201
Codford St Peter Anthony Bainbridge 851079 

Fanny Girardot 851795
Heytesbury Tina Sitwell 840556 
Knook Michael Pottow 850776 
Norton Bavant John Acworth 840134

Edward Moore 840420 
Sherrington Betty & Nigel Lewis 850496 
Sutton Veny Brian Long 840352
Tytherington Caroline Lester-Card 840022 
Upton Lovell Gill Boxall 851171

Daphne Pullen 851221
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS
Codford Henry Collins 850193 

Carola Puddy 850308 
Norton Bavant Didee Acworth 840134 
Heytesbury: Penny Atkin-Berry 840651 

Roger Hammond 841185 
Alison Tebbs 841192
Anne Hawkins 840592 

Sutton Veny Judy Cooper 840953
Upton Lovell Sue Bray 850702

Belinda Southwell 850252
BELL RINGERS Joe Charlesworth 840184
PARISH CHOIR Katherine Venning 840283

PARISH NEWS

Editor Robin Culver 840790
robinwculver@mac.com

Chairman David Shaw 850372
danddshaw@btinternet.com

ADVERTISING AND EDITORIAL
The Parish News which is not for profit, relies on and is
very grateful to all  advertisers without whom the
magazine could not be produced. Prospective advertisers
should contact Anne Bennett-Shaw (see details below).
However the Parish News does not endorse any of the
products or services advertised and takes no responsibil-
ity for any  disappointment, accident or injury, howsoever
caused, resulting from purchase or involvement. We wel-
come contributions on any subject but reserve the right
to edit to fit. Opinions expressed in material from
contributors are for readers to appreciate and are not
necessarily endorsed by the editorial team. 

All editorial copy should be sent to the Editor
by 10th of previous month. 

Advertising contact Anne Bennett-Shaw 840339
revannebennettshaw@btinternet.com

Marketplace contact Katherine Venning 840283
venning.mk@hotmail.com

Printing by Westbury Print 01373 825455

WEEKDAY SERVICES every week

We welcome you to share in prayers for the Church, the Nation, the World, 
the Sick, and for others as well as ourselves.

Tuesdays               Heytesbury        8.30am        Morning Prayer
Wednesdays         Codford St Peter 8.30am        Morning Prayer
Wednesdays         Codford St Peter 9.00am        Holy Communion 
Thursdays             Sherrington       08.30am        Morning Prayer
Fridays                 Sutton Veny      8.30am        Morning Prayer

HOUSE GROUPS

Mondays 6.00 - 7.30 in Codford. Contact Clifford Stride 850941

Wednesday (alternate weeks) 7.45pm in Water Meadow Cottage, Heytesbury. 
Contact Diana Hammond 841185 

HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY
CHAPEL SERVICES 

Sundays                 10.30am                               
                             Eucharist with hymns
Wednesdays          10.00am
                             Holy Communion(1662)
CHAPLAINS          
The Revd Russell Chamberlain    01373 824020
The Revd David Walters              01980 620038

Visitors are welcome to our services.

ST GEORGE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
31 Boreham Road, Warminster  BA12 9JP

MASSES
Saturday  6.00pm

Sunday  8.00am and 10am

PARISH PRIEST Fr Martin Queenan

ATTACHED PRIESTS
Fr Raymond Hayne                Fr Malcolm Ferrier

01985 212329



U S e f U l  c o n TAc T  n U M B e R S
Area code 01985 unless otherwise stated

please telephone 840790 to change or include a contact number

We advise you to keep the back page because we cannot always guarantee to have space for this. Tear it off and pin it to your kitchen board!

WOOLSTORE THEATRE 
    Codford Post Office          850345
CODFORD GARDENING CLUB
    Karen Johnstone                    850258
CODFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
    Sir William Mahon 850586 
     Sally Thomson 850339
CODFORD LADIES CIRCLE
Evelyn Read  850831
PARISH WEBSITES
Team www.upperwylyevalleyteam.com
Webmaster admin@newvalleywebdesign.com
Heytesbury www.heytesburyparish.co.uk
Norton Bavant www.nortonbavant.co.uk
Sutton Veny www.suttonveny.co.uk
SPORTS CLUBS 
Badminton (Codford)
     Dominique Beagley                    850952
Cricket (Heytesbury & Sutton Veny) 
     Chair: Justin Wagstaff                    840782
     Secretary: Robert Robson
Football (Codford) 
     Jason Blandford                    850159
Tennis (Codford) 
     Chair: Dennis Mackay          850557 
     Secretary: Andy Howson                    851177
STARQUEST 
    Astronomy Club: Pete Lee        840093
SUTTON VENY FLOWER SHOW 
     www.suttonvenyflowershow.co.uk
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE Sutton Veny 
     President: Penny Carroll 841340
WI LITE Dympna Bell 840514

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT      
    Dr Andrew Murrison MP          01225 358584
WILTSHIRE UNITARY COUNCILLORS 
    Andrew Davis                                      217431
     Christopher Newbury 01373 822508
     Fleur de Rhe-Philipe                           213193
COMMUNITY POLICE 
Beat Manager: PC Victoria Howick 
    victoria.howick@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
PCSO:
    elizabeth.harmsworth@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
Community Police (non-emergency) 101

PARISH COUNCILS
Boyton/Corton 
     Chair: Caroline Wheatley-Hubbard 850208
Codford Chair: Colin Beagley             850952
     Clerk: Karungi Grant 850523
     karungigrant.codfordparish@yahoo.com
Heytesbury Chair: Ann Perry                    841474
     Clerk: Catherine Reade 841087
Sutton Veny Chair: Stephen Oxlade 841026
     Clerk: Melissa Atyeo                    840821
Upton Lovell Chair: Steve Boxall             851171
     Clerk: Nicola Duke 01373 864127
     clerk@uptonlovell.org.uk
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Codford Branch: 
     Col Nick Quarrelle                851149
Heytesbury Women’s Section: 
     Mrs Sincock                          840730 
HEYTESBURY, HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN 
Administrator                                          840441
DOCTORS’ SURGERY CODFORD 850298

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
Codford Mike Davidson               850549
Corton John Rigby 850303
Heytesbury Peter Andrews                840517
Norton Bavant Gordon Evans                 840559
Sherrington Nigel Lewis 850496
Sutton Veny Peter Strangeways 840403
PRE-SCHOOL AND CHILDCARE GROUPS
    Codford Caterpillars 
     Kim West                    851030
     Heytesbury Hedgehogs
     Annette Pulvertaft                 840798
    Wylye Coyotes Afterschool Club 851713
     info@wylyecoyotes.com  
     or 07805 515863
PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
Codford, Wylye Valley
     Head: Robert Barnes                    850461
Heytesbury
     Acting Head: James Evans       840429
Sutton Veny
     Head: Rachael Brotherton                   840428
     www.suttonveny.wilts.sch.uk
VILLAGE HALLS
Codford www.codfordvhsc.co.uk
     Secretary: Patricia Bettany                  850055
     Bookings: Karungi Grant                    850523
Corton Fane Hall 
     Bookings: Tina Kerr 850373
Sutton Veny Chair: Richard Jackman       840899
     Newsletter: Colin Baker                    840033
     Bookings: Gay Woods                     840057 
Upton Lovell Bookings: Ros Coombs 851277

The Sutton Veny History
Group are pleased to
announce that after four
years’ research, their long
awaited book of 51,000
words and 140 illustrations
is now complete and with
the publishers.

SUTTON VENY 
–  A HISTORY

will be launched            
at a reception in the

Village Hall on
Saturday 25th November

at 6pm by
Andrew Murrison MD MP

Copies of the book will be
availablefor sale.

The Group is very grateful
to the individuals and
businesses who have
generously responded to
its appeal for funds.




