
Delivered free to homes in Boyton, Codford, Corton, Heytesbury, Knook, Norton Bavant, Sherrington, Sutton Veny, Tytherington and Upton Lovell

T h e  U p p e r W y l y e

Par i sh N e ws
O C TO B E R  2 0 1 7       ‘Growing in the Love of God’ 1979 to 2017

Our vision is to be open, welcoming, growing and inclusive churches, living within the love of God, and sharing God's love and life with others.

upperwylyevalleyteam.com

Delivered free to homes in Boyton, Codford, Corton, Heytesbury, Knook, Norton Bavant, Sherrington, Sutton Veny, Tytherington and Upton Lovell

Photo: Robert Pulvertaft    Article page 6

Photo: Nigel Lewis    Article page 8

Photo: Robin Culver    Article page 7

Photo:Barnabas Wilson    Article page 9



CELEBRATE 
HARVEST WITH SUPPER

DATE: October 14th 2017   TIME: 7p.m.

SUTTON VENY VILLAGE HALL

DRINKS:   Please B.Y.O

Join In A ‘Supper Sing-a-Long’

Please Book Your Supper!

Contact: 840953; 840090; 841160

SUPPER DONATIONS 

IN AID OF CHURCH FUNDS

ST JOHN’S 
SOCIAL EVENTS

1st October Harvest Festival Service

in the Hall at 11am.

Monthly coffee morning 

is Wednesday 11th at 11am.

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
WOmEN’S SECTION 

HEYTESBURY BRANCH

Our next meeting will be held on 25th

October 2017 in the Residents’ Hall of the

Hospital of St John and is our AGM and

Poppy Tea. Visitors always welcome.

Please let Robin know of any Social Dates

you have so they can be included in the

diary. We deliver this magazine door to

door to all our ten villages, and the

editorial team would love to have a

greater overview of what is going on in the

villages.

T: 840790  robinwculver@mac.com

2018 WYLYE VALLEY 
CALENDAR

The 2018 Wylye Valley Calendar is now

available. Last year, sales of the 2017

calendar raised a total of £4,317 for Hope

and Homes for Children (registered charity

no. 1089490) and all proceeds this time

will again go to the charity. With 12

full-colour photographs by landscape

photographer Chris Lock, and additional

images on each dates’ page, this beauti-

fully produced appointments’ calendar

depicts the valley in all its seasonal glory.

Measuring 34 x 23cm (approx. 13 x 9

inches) and opening to double that size,

the calendar comes with a sturdy mailing

envelope included in the price of £10.50.

       You can obtain a calendar from

Budgens at Codford, Heytesbury Post

Office or Warminster Community Hub.

You can also order online at 

www.wishfordarts.co.uk or order by phone

by contacting Hope and Homes for

Children on 01722 790111.

       Based in the Wylye Valley, Hope and

Homes for Children are leading the

transformation of child-care practices

across the globe. The charity moves

children out of orphanages into safe,

loving family-based care. At the same

time, they support families at risk of

separation and enable them to care for

their children themselves, rather than see

them admitted to orphanages and other

institutions. 

T H E  D I A RY

FORTHCOMING EVENTS:

CODFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH,
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
REmEmBRANCE SuNDAY 
SERvICE AND LuNCH, 

12TH NOvEmBER 2017

The annual Remembrance Sunday

Service will be held at St John the

Baptist Church, Stockton on Sunday 12th

November 2017 at 10.45 am. The

Marching Party are to form up behind

The Standard at 10.40 am. 

A wreath which will be laid by the

President, Robin Grist, on behalf of the

Branch and a list of the war dead on the

Stockton War Memorial will be read out

during the service.

A curry lunch will be served in

Chitterne Village Hall at 12.00 pm.

Tickets will be available from the Post

Office Counter, Budgens Store, Codford,

from 17th October 2017 at a cost of

£14.00. Please indicate when purchasing

your ticket, if vegetarian meal, or alter-

native to curry is required. 

HEYTESBuRY BONFIRE

We are delighted to announce the

lighting of the annual 

Heytesbury Village Fireworks 

on FRIDAY 3RD NOvEmBER
at The Red Lion. 

Once again, as we gather under the

darkening gloom of a November sky, our

uplifted eyes will be mesmerised by an

incandescent pyrotechnic spectacle

leaping vividly into the void. Our glow-

ing faces warmed by the flames of a

mighty fire as so recently summited by

the perfidious Guy Fawkes and his

equally devious henchman. And there

will be burgers and other refreshments.

The procession from Old Forge Close

will begin at 6.30pm with the assembled

village processing to the Blind House to

be harangued and rabble-roused, as the

miscreants are brought out to be wheel-

barrowed to the pub. Please do join us

this 3rd November. Tickets available on

the night or in advance from Heytesbury

Post Office or The Red Lion.

SuTTON vENY – A HISTORY

will be launched at a reception in the

Village Hall on Saturday 25th November

at 6pm by Andrew Murrison MD MP.

Copies of the book will be available

for sale.
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When contacting advertisers please 
tell them that you read about them 

in the Parish News! !

SIGN 
CHURCH ROOF SLATES

Sunday 29th October

2.00pm – 4.00pm

Heytesbury Church

£10 per slate

Commemorate a loved one,

a special date or occasion, 

Write your own name for posterity.

Be part of Heytesbury’s Heritage

Please see article on page 9

BARTERS PLANT CENTRE

Friendly local Nursery and Plant Centre

Fresh plants grown on our Nursery

Free advice and plenty of parking

Open Mon - Sat 9.00 - 5.00 

Sundays 10.00 - 4.00
(March to June & December)

Sun closed (Jan, Feb, July to Nov)

Just off A36 in Chapmanslade,
Westbury, Wilts

Tel: 01373-832694
www.barters.co.uk



This is the season for Harvest Festivals,

and there is plenty to thank God for – the

Produce Stalls in Heytesbury and Sutton

Veny have been groaning with a colourful

and succulent range of garden fruit and

vegetables; the herbaceous borders are a

blaze of colour, and the apple trees are

laden. God is very good, and we are very

blessed.

But, as I write, the earth elsewhere

is groaning. Mud slides in Sierra Leone,

catastrophic floods in Nepal, Bangladesh

and north India, hurricanes in the

Caribbean and Florida, earthquake in

Mexico. We are much more aware now of

the fragility of God’s creation around us,

and our responsibilities as stewards to

respect nature, protect its diversity and

reduce the threats to its integrity. For

“God so loved the world”…not the human

race, but the whole of the universe He so

carefully and lovingly fashioned…and as

Paul says, “all of creation groans with

pain, like the pain of childbirth"..and

“creation waits with eager longing for God

to reveal his sons” – i.e. for us to show

ourselves true to our nature, made in

God’s own image and responsible for his

creation.

The natural world has been called

“the other Bible”. In parallel to the

written word of the Bible, Creation speaks

to us of God’s overflowing generosity

and his beauty, but also of the interde-

pendence of all nature and the fragility of

its balance – balance of oxygen and

carbon, high and low temperature, rain

and drought. The storms, the sea level

surges and the droughts are evidence of

what happens when that delicate balance

is upset. 

The Christian environmental char-

ity, A Rocha, has spearheaded a scheme

called Eco-Church in which churches who

demonstrate their concern and practical

action for the environment can work

towards bronze, silver and gold awards.

Some of our churches have already signed

up for this – has your church? If not, would

you join in encouraging them to go for it?

As it has been said, not caring for our

environment is like not paying the rent –

MINISTRY LETTER

you end up with nowhere to live.

So as we give thanks for the bounty

of nature we enjoy, remember the words

of Chief Seattle (in 1854): “The earth does

not belong to man, man belongs to the

earth. All things are connected like the

blood that unites us all. Man did not

weave the web of life; he is merely a

strand in it. Whatever he does to the web,

he does to himself.”

Jane Shaw

ThoughT For The moNTh

The Lord does not look at the things

people look at. People look at the outward

appearance, but the Lord looks at the

heart.

1 Samuel ch. 16 v7

     Robin Hungerford
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PRAYER GROUP

We meet weekly. 

If you have any prayer requests,

please call Anne on 840339.

ECO CHURCH IN THE UPPER WYLYE VALLEY TEAM

It all started with the Environment Day

Team service at Sutton Veny last October,

followed by a seminar in the Village Hall.

Dave Bookless from A Rocha and speakers

from other charities opened the

attendees’ eyes to the local and global

environmental issues that need to be

addressed, and the ways in which Christian

communities can play an active part. Peter

Harris, one of the founders of A Rocha,

reinforced this when he spoke at the

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast in February.

(‘A Rocha’ is Portuguese for ‘The Rock’.)

So, how does Eco Church work?
At the heart of Eco Church is an online

survey that enables churches to record

what they are already doing to care for

God’s earth, and to reflect on what further

steps they can take.

          The survey covers all aspects of

church life, and extends into areas where

the church does (or should) engage with

the wider local community. Sutton Veny’s

scores, after the first meeting of the Eco

Church group in September 2017, are

tantalisingly close to achieving Bronze,

but achieving the required scores in a cold

Victorian church is a challenge!

          The actions recommended in the

five areas covered by the survey include:

guides on food co-operatives, looking

after church land in wildlife-friendly ways,

a lifestyle audit, youth materials and

sermon outlines. Sutton Veny has been

joined by Heytesbury and St Peter’s Cod-

ford in aspiring to achieve the Bronze

level.

          We’re on a roll, and perhaps a bit

of inter Team rivalry may spur us all on

even faster!

01373 813132
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The Guvnor has had a birthday. His wife

and daughters and their female friends

sent him cards, which was very kind and

typical of women. Men ring up, if they

remember or are reminded, and agree to

‘meet up in the pub soon’. I’ve been

looking at the cards which are arranged on

the sideboard next to my bed. The nearest

one says, ‘If a man says he’ll do some-

thing, he will; there is no need to ask him

every six months.’ Another told him he

wasn’t ageing but marinating and yet

another, that he was at an awkward age –

too young for a cardigan but too old

for a hoodie. I could reveal that he has

had a couple of ‘cardies’ for years, but

that might be betraying a confidence.

His grandchildren’s card was very

complimentary, respectful and generous;

it said he was a legend – a ‘vintage chap

who is aged to perfection’ but then it had

a bracketed addendum underneath ‘if not

normality’. He was thrilled, as his view is

that everyone over the age of 70 should

be considered, at least, slightly eccentric

and he certainly wears that badge of

honour with pride. 

          His wife gave him a new iPad; his

old one was a bit like him – slow to wake

up, doesn’t hold a charge, sluggish in

its response and generally not the

sharp and useful tool it used to be.

The accompanying card showed Moses

coming down the mountain clutching a

couple of tablets and the Israelites

shouting, “Is that the new iPad?”

          His brother rang him up and told

him: “Forget about the past; you can’t

change it. Forget about the future; you

can’t predict it. Forget about the present;

I haven’t got you one.” His brother also

reminded him that the best way to

remember your wife’s birthday is to forget

it once. What that has to do with his own

birthday, I have no idea, but his brother is

a bit weird. Thinking about it, why doesn’t

that surprise me?

TURBO’S TALES (the Dog Blog for August)

  DAVIS &

  LATCHAM
YOUR INDEPENDENT

LOCAL ESTATE AGENT

WITH EXPERIENCE

SPANNING FIVE DECADES

43 Market Place Warminster

Wilts BA12 9AZ

(01985) 846985

www.davislatcham.co.uk

Ridgers-Steer Electrical
All Aspects of Domestic Electrics

Extra sockets

Lighting

Fuse boards

Garages

No job too small     

NO VAT

Part-P Registered

T: 01985 840414  M: 07534 262633

GRIFFIN’S GARAGE
• Servicing & Repairs • Diagnostics

• MOT’s (also arranged for trucks)

• Breakdown & Recovery Service

• Onsite & Mobile Service

• Cars • Vans • Plant •Trailers • Machinery

• Collection & Delivery Available

• Loan Car, Van & 4x4 Available

01985 840 800  www.griffauto.co.uk
Hill Road - Sutton Veny - BA12 7AT



From Woodhenge to Stonehenge on foot

(one hour each way).

see https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/

stonehenge-landscape/trails/circular-

route-from-durrington-walls-to-stone-

henge, complete with downloadable OS

map.

Woodhenge is on the A345, not far from

the Solstice roundabout. It has a free car

park, plus roadside parking. 

The path to Stonehenge is not specifically

marked, and the notice boards which show

the ancient cursus don’t help. Half of the

walk is on grass, the rest on white roads.

[Timings given are continuous.]

          Fifty yards to the right of the

Woodhenge entry is a pedestrian gate into

a field with a National Trust notice saying

‘The  Cuckoo Stone’. Walk beyond the

Cuckoo Stone to the top RH corner of the

field [10 minutes]. (The skylarks were in

full song as we crossed.) Through the

wooden gate, go left down a short slope,

and right along the wide lane, the route

of a dismantled railway. Take the left fork

part way along the route, and continue

until the ways divide (having passed

houses on RHS). 

          After 25 minutes you will get your

first view of Stonehenge on LHS across the

field, with the main road (and cars)

behind it. Where the wide track turns

right up a lane (with a big closed gate),

take the field path ahead through the

pedestrian gate, passing a big National

Trust noticeboard saying ‘Stonehenge

cursus and long barrow’. Walk through the

field, with a band of trees on your right

(followed by a sewage works the other

side of the fence). A second small field

[40 minutes] and a third larger field all

have a wide mown pathway (and probably

some sheep). 

          In the third field, walk slightly

leftwards along the mown pathway to

the pedestrian gate at the far end

[45 minutes], and turn left down the

‘white road’ which may have a few

travellers’ vans parked up. A noticeboard

says ‘Stonehenge cursus’. 

          At the Stonehenge arrival point, a

shuttle bus will take you to the Visitor

Centre if you want a ticket* to visit

Stonehenge itself. (The friendly custodi-

ans will explain this.) Otherwise, take the

field gate on your left which brings you

close to Stonehenge (and allows a photo

opportunity). After that, there is a

diagonal mown pathway to a National

Trust notice saying ‘Stonehenge Avenue’.

Beyond this, you can see a pedestrian gate

leading into a field, and onwards to the

cycle path, but we avoided this because

of cows with their calves. 

PLACES TO VISIT ... without breaking the bank

*Members of English Heritage and

National Trust get free entry, but you will

need a ticket. The Stonehenge website

says that tickets are timed. 

          Katherine Venning

ANGLING NOTES

The forecasts implied that my day was

going to be overcast but in fact it turned

bright and hot. There were some grayling

rising in one pool. They were taking some-

thing, which I could not see. I tried them

with the large orange-bodied fly, which

has served me well this summer, but they

ignored it completely. I also tried them

with a Wylye Willie which is an ephemerid

imitation, they ignored that also. By this

time, I had concluded that they were tak-

ing aphids (green fly). My imitations are

dressed on such small hooks that I am no

longer able to thread them onto the

leader so I compromised and tried them

with a very small sedge pattern. They rose

to that, nudged it, slapped it with their

tails but never actually took it into their

mouths! I ended the visit with one small

trout. There were lots of kingfishers about

and it appeared that a good sized brood,

perhaps as many as 6, had fledged.

The river was in good order.

Robin Mulholland
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e.g. mArTIN LTD
WeSTBurY (01373)

822784 / 864676

NO artificial colourings or additives
w A healthier choice of Indian cuisine w

A36, Codford, Warminster, BA12 0JZ
Tel: 01985 850081/851260 Email:info@toran.co.uk

Wiltshire’s Premier Indian Restaurant and Takeaway

Think Indian; dine... 
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S I E g f R I E D  S A S S O O N ’ S  H A L f - C E N T U R Y

On Sunday 3rd September the village

commemorated the fiftieth anniversary of

the death of the war poet and novelist,

Siegfried Loraine Sassoon CBE MC (8

September 1886 – 1 September 1967).

Siegfried lived much of his life at

Heytesbury House, moving there with his

wife, Hester, in the early 1930s. Very

much part of the literary and social set,

the Sassoons entertained many a noted

figure of the time, as the visitor’s book on

the piano in the library recorded. Not

least T.E. Lawrence (of Arabia) with an

anecdotal claim that he was on his way

home from Heytesbury to Bovington when

he was involved in the fatal motorcycle

accident.

Siegfried was passionate about the

village and wrote a number of poems

directly  related to Heytesbury including

‘In Heytesbury Wood’ and ‘On Cotley Hill’

but his driving passion was cricket. It was,

therefore, appropriate that the village

commemoration was held on the same

cricket pitch where Siegfried would

invariably turn up, as the mood took him,

to demonstrate some, not necessarily

advanced, cricketing ability.

At the commemorative event,

there was a marquee with an extensive

selection of items from Sassoon’s life

including some original cartoons, rare

books, family albums, 18th century

architectural drawings and images from

Heytesbury House and assorted personal

items. On the front page is an image of a

painting of Siegfried by Hester that was

never completed which serves as a rather

poignant reminder of the failure of their

marriage.

The weather on the day was

rather unkind with a worry that BBC

Radio and TV and other media would

outnumber the villagers present, but we

persevered and by the time that the

Last Post sounded out across the pitch,

as we stood in silence and remembered,

the feeling of those present was that

organising this village event had been

more than worthwhile. A duty to the

past that the present can so easily

forget.

Robert Pulvertaft

Wren House
Residence for the Retired and Elderly

Wren House in Warminster is a long-established, elegant retirement home,
specialising in individual care in gracious surroundings.

Having just thirteen rooms, each with a private bathroom, we are able to
offer the ambience of a family home, together with caring staff and the
facilities to enable our residents to grow old with dignity.

Mrs Ellie Simmonds, Manager
Wren House Limited, 32 Vicarage Street, Warminster BA12 8JF

Tel: 01985 212578

I .N.  NEWMAN LTD

Family Controlled independent

Funeral Directors

Private Chapels of Rest
24 Hour Care and Assistance

at a time of Bereavement

Nominated Funeral Director for:
Golden Charter

Pre-payment funeral plan

MONUMENTAL MASONS

Griffin House,
55 Winchester Street Salisbury, SP1 IHL

Telephone: 01722413136

Manor Farm Veterinary Surgery
New Road, Codford, Warminster BA12 0NS

Accredited by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons

Principal: Margaret Collins MA BSc VetMB MRCVS

Tel: 01985 850752 for an appointment or advice

Welcome to our lovely, purpose built surgery for pets and

working dogs.

We give excellent diagnostic and surgical skills in a calm,

friendly atmosphere and care for our patients as we

would like our animals to be cared for.

www.manorfarmvets.co.uk
24hour emergency cover

J & G Vehicle Repairs Ltd
Stephens Way

Warminster  Business Park
Bath Road Warminster Tel:01985 216990

Service and repairs to all makes of vehicles

Specia l is ts  in  4X4 

Auto e lectr ics  -  A ir  Condi t ioning

MOTs:-  
Class 1V (cars and light goods)

Class V11 (vehicles from 3,000 to 3,500 kg)

Collection and delivery by arrangement

RoadHog Catering Ltd
www.roadhogcaterers.co.uk

Karen Riggs

Specialists in weddings, hog roasts, 
vintage tea parties, garden parties

Outdoor catering & bars, hire &
event planning

Fully insured & licensed

For bookings and all enquiries ring 
01225 754124/07967 243687

Email: roadhogcaterers@yahoo.co.uk



Red London buses, excited crowds and

that was just the adults, conductors on

the buses. The turn of a handle and out

came one, two or even more tickets!

Nostalgia ruled on Bank Holiday Weekend

in the centre of Warminster.

How on earth did we sit comfort-

ably, with our knees rubbing the back of

the seat in front, heads touching the

ceiling as we moved down the bus? The

rush to try and get front seats upstairs,

disappointment for a few seconds when

we realised they had been taken.

The journey began, feeling every

bump in the road and ducking every time

a tree brushed along the bus’ roof. Waiting

for other buses to pull into passing areas

and looking at a scarred landscape,

littered with burnt out, rusting tanks and

other military hardware. Then the church

appeared in the distance.

A silence invaded the chattering

voices as we approached Imber. The

dilapidated buildings on the approach,

people walking, looking and pointing out

houses, farm buildings. Warning signs

everywhere and yet some members of the

public were trying to enter some of the

houses with children in tow! But the Police

were on hand, as were some members of

the public who emphasised the dangers to

these parents.

Then we went to the church of

St Giles, passing the wonderful group of

volunteers who were using the time to

clear the churchyard, hard at work on

quite a warm day. Inside the church there

was a chance for a cup of tea and some

cake and a whole variety of displays. 

The letter was the one that

intrigued our family and led to some inter-

esting discussions about compensation and

ambulance chasers. You can read it below,

transcribed from the original. Even since

the war, the change in language style

stands out, as does the use of some nouns.

I M B E R  R E M E M B E R E D  

Another facet that intrigued the

younger members of our group were the

display boards on the owls and kestrels.

This started a ‘do you remember’

discussion about travelling across the plain

at night and seeing owls sitting on

posts being caught in the headlights.

(You can read about

the wonderful work

which has been

done on conservation

in another article on

page 8  Editor) 

The removal of

the knight was also up

for discussion. Then

came the question the

adults could not an-

swer, “Why was his leg

crossed?” The children

remembered the one

in Castle Coombe

which was in a

similar position. “We

will google it when we get home”, came

the youngest voice in our group.

This was certainly a day to

remember and a day to reflect on the

inhabitants of Imber who were displaced

without choice! 
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For Cottage Tenants holding direct from W.D
W.D Estate Office

Durrington,
Wilts.

Dear Sir/Madam
Imber Training Area

Arising out of a decision that increased training facilities are to be made available in the
Imber area, I regret to have to inform you that it is necessary to evacuate the major part of the
Department’s Imber Estate, including your dwelling.

To this end I enclose you formal notice to quit. The area has to be evacuated and available
for training by DEC 17.(Handwritten)  In this connection you will notice that the formal notice to
quit expires on……  and it is confirmed  that there will be no objection, if it assists you, to
your remaining in your dwelling as a tenant on sufferance until a date not later than Dec 17th
1943 (Handwritten)

It is hoped that you will, through your own efforts, find alternative accommodation, and
if appropriate, fresh employment, and that you will be able to make your own arrangements as to
removal. If, however, you are in difficulty, will you please make very early contact with me at
this address so that I can ensure the necessary assistance is given to you.

It is appreciated that apart from the distress the move will cause you, it must inevitably
occasion direct expense for which you have no legal redress against this Department. It is,
however, desired to assist you in this direction as far as is practicable and equitable, and I am
directed to refund to you reasonable expenses incurred by you in respect of the removal of 
furniture to your new home, and the travelling expenses thereto of your self and members of your
family at present living with you. In addition, if you are so unfortunate to as not to be able to
find alternative accommodation, and it is necessary to remove your furniture to store, the 
department will refund the cost of removal to store and reasonable storage charges until you can
find another house, or until the Imber area is again open for occupation, whichever is earlier.

Further, the Department is prepared if you so desire to take over from you by valuation,
any produce in your garden which you are unable to harvest and take with you, and I shall be glad
if you will let me have as soon as possible any claims you wish to make under this head.

Yours faithfully
Signature
Lieut. Colonel
Command Land Agent
SOUTHERN COMMAND 
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R A P TO R  A N D  OW L  g RO U P

This has been an exceptionally good year

so far for the kestrels and owls on

Salisbury Plain. There are 54 breeding

pairs of Barn Owls, which is the highest

number for eight years. There are 18 pairs

of Tawny Owls (now Amber listed) which is

a good number considering that the Plain

is mainly a chalk downland. The same

number nested in 2009 and 2012 but less

than the 21 pairs in 2014, which means

that this owl, listed as of conservation

concern, is not just stable but doing well

on the Plain. Sadly only one pair of Little

Owls, this pair in Warminster, was

destroyed at the egg stage (3 eggs) by a

grey squirrel that moved into the box. 

There were 28 pairs of Kestrels

which exceeds the 10 year average by 8

pairs and is one pair less than the highest

for this period. Overall, apart from the

Little Owls, this is the best breeding year

we have had on the Plain in the last 10

years.

This has been possible because

their common prey, the short-tailed vole,

has been breeding in abundance. It is said

to be a ‘vole year’; it happens every three

to four years. 2014 was the last one. The

first half of this year was exceptionally

good, the voles were there to be caught

and the calm weather made it possible.

However, for the last month, possibly six

weeks, the heavy rain, especially at night,

has made hunting difficult especially for

the young immature owls; this year’s

fledglings whose feathers are not yet

waterproof need reasonable weather to

learn what to do and become strong.

Despite the recent change in the weather,

we are hoping that some of the adult pairs

will double brood and succeed with a

second family.

Now in between the two breeding

cycles, we have been replacing nest boxes

that are no longer fit for purpose either

because they are too old and disintegrat-

ing or because the original design with the

‘bottom’ entry which enables the young to

come out onto the landing platform where

they are vulnerable to ‘falling’ off or

being ‘pushed’ from behind! We will

replace all these boxes when we have the

resources.

New boxes have been funded by

the Guinness Trust and are made in

Norfolk to our design by the Hawk and Owl

Trust. The deeper boxes are designed to

keep the owlets inside the box for as long

as possible, hopefully 6-8 weeks, so that

when they do come out they are older and

more capable of looking after themselves.

The parents feed the owlets for 11 weeks

at which time they are fully grown can

fly well and will then leave home

permanently.

Nigel Lewis 24 August 2017
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BOYTON

The parish registers for Boyton with

Corton have been transcribed. There are

seven registers covering baptisms,

marriages and death dated from 1561 and

hopefully in chronological order. There are

some gaps because at least one register

could not be found at the Wiltshire

and Swindon History Centre, where the

original registers for Boyton with Corton

are held. The last entry is 1990 when a

burial is recorded. The current registers

are also at the church of the Blessed Mary

of Boyton. Included with the registers are

the recordings made by the Baptist

Church, Corton, dated from 1828. These

are mostly baptisms with a smattering of

information concerning marriages and

burials.

          Interested? Then please contact

the Church Warden, Mrs. Susanna Mait-

land, on 01985 851191.

CODFORD

AN APOLOGY
At this point, I must make an apology. Last
month our proof readers lived up to the
phrase of too many cooks (Please excuse
the pun) and we inadvertently made the
Tuesday Café and the Thursday Café into
one café!

I apologise whole-heartedly and
hope that the two pieces below go some
way to resolving the issue. Editor

TuESDAY CAFÉ
Tuesday Café meets in Greenlight (home
of Wylye Coyotes) in the grounds of Wylye
Valley School on a Tuesday morning 10 - 12
noon and has done so since 2011. This is
the cafe that has recently donated £700
to the named charities through the sale of
coffee and cakes - a lovely, friendly group,
everyone welcome!

THuRSDAY CODFORD CAFÉ NEWS 
We are now into our fourth month of
operating so how have we done?

Well – we have LOTS of friendly
and happy volunteers! We also have a
good, and growing number of customers!
Customers range in age from under 1 to
over 90 – amazing!

We are looking to distribute
‘profits’ to local charitable causes – please
let us know of any suitable good causes.
The home-made cakes and scones are
appreciated – each week a different
recipe to savour!
Do come and join us from 9am to 11.30am
every Thursday in Codford Village Hall.

HEYTESBuRY
uPPER WYLYE vALLEY TEAm BELLS

OPEN DAY

          There is an urgent need for more

bell ringers for the Team, so a Bells Open

Day was held in Heytesbury Church on

Saturday, 9th September. Conducted by

Nick Claypoole, Jo Pearce and Anthony

Bainbridge, it was a great opportunity for

people living in the area to learn some-

thing about Heytesbury’s fine set of six

bells, recently overhauled, ranging from

the tenor bell, cast in 1460, and weighing

almost exactly a ton, to the treble, cast

in 1732 by William Cockey of Frome, which

weighs 8 hundredweight, and to see what

it feels like to ring them. Considerable

interest was shown throughout the day by

a wide cross-section of the community,

some of whom might even wish to join our

band of bell ringers, and others still too

young to ring them but with potential for

the future. 

          Joe Charlesworth

RESTORATION

Heytesbury church was crumbling 150

years ago, said Tina our Churchwarden as

she introduced our Jubilee service on 10th

September. This was taken up by Bishop

Edward in a sermon full of interesting

facts. The chancel was unusable, walled

off from the rest of the church, one corner

was a charnel house (i.e. full of bones)

and there was no resident Rector (or

Vicar) in the whole of the Wylye Valley.

And the rain came through the roof, just

as it does now.

          We celebrated the 1867 restoration

of the church with jubilation as we look

forward eagerly to the restoration work

about to begin - the scaffolding goes up in

October. We finished the service with a

procession to the west end which included

one bishop and seven clergy (all but one

resident in the Wylye Valley) and a choir

from Heytesbury and beyond - just as

happened 150 years ago. And we sang the

Hallelujah chorus, just as they did then.  

Report KV, photograph Barnabas Wilson

HEYTESBuRY OPEN PLACE (HOP) 
Church Project

A great many things have been happening

this summer and real progress is being

made. A firm date has now been set for

the start of the repairs to the nave roof

and two side aisles. The scaffolding will

be erected in the week beginning 16th

October and it is expected that the work

will be completed by mid February next

year. The porch roof will be left until a

later date and access to the church will

not be affected. There will be an

opportunity for the whole village to

become involved, as you will be invited to

“buy” slates and sign them before they

are put on the roof. This will be a lovely

way for you, and your family, to be part of

the church roof for posterity. The first

such “Signing a Slate Event” will be from

2pm to 4pm on Sunday 29th October in the

church.

          Meanwhile, negotiations are pro-

gressing well for funding to repair the

chancel roof and it is hoped to be able to

do this work once the nave roof is

finished.

          Also plans are well under way for

the restoration work in the chancel

interior. Various craftsmen have carried

out analyses on specific work needed and

a detailed schedule is being prepared, it

is expected that work will have begun by

the time you read this report. This will

include restoring the floor tiles, repairing

damaged masonry and windows, restoring

the ceilings and plasterwork and generally

conserving the interior of the chancel for

future generations. This has all been made

possible by the very generous grant of

£150,000 made by an anonymous donor.

          All events in the church and further

information about the HOP project can be

found on the website: 

www.heytesburychurch.org   SB Sept 2017

V I L L Ag E  N E W S

When contacting advertisers please 
tell them that you read about them 

in the Parish News! !

Clock & Watch
R E P A I R

Kevin Knight
T  01722 331969         m  07900 928451

e  kevindavidknight@gmail.com
over 35 years experience  All work guaranteed 
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SuTTON vENY 

uPTON LOvELL

HARvEST OFFERINGS IN uPTON LOvELL

I REMEMBER,

Going to school, bizarrely with beans,

my mother’s irritated, ‘that’ll do’, 

both of us under this strange injunction,

for an unexplained, mysterious ‘who’.

We all went to the town,

and did too well.

The food comes on ships,

out of season; 

but some still know the old hell 

of a bad September.

Mark Rattue

V I L L Ag E  N E W S

SHERRINGTON

I must be an Autumn person. I love the

subtle change in the air and the different

slant of the sun. Walking on a dull morning

one suddenly sees a shadow, then the sky

clears and the sun is warm on the back.

Different colours light the hedgerow. Wild

rose fades and scarlet hips appear.

Hawthorn is laden with rich, red berries

and glossy blackberries tangle in between:

this year has seen a phenomenal crop of

black, gleaming fruit. The wayfaring trees

have berries of black and scarlet, bryony

throws skeins of vivid beads like glass and,

loveliest of all, the spindle glows with

sprays of richest pink.

          I feel a sadness when the swallows

and martins go. In the village last year, we

had between 50 and 100 birds clustered on

the wires, (the young birds have the

shorter forks to their tails) and the rush of

sound when all those wings beat the air is

stunning. This year the mass migration has

yet to start. Some afternoons see tier

upon tier of martins and swallows weaving

and threading the sky.

          A small miracle that is sorely

needed in the world today, the swan

family are reunited. The female with the

teenaged cygnet has rejoined the cob in

the old cress beds after an absence of

several weeks. The cygnet is now well

grown and that is a safe area.

          In August, we had a phone call from

Yorkshire. A person related to the Imber

family, had been researching her family.

On the Bank Holiday weekend, she came

down to look around Devizes and Pewsey,

places familiar to the family and, of

course, Sherrington and the little church.

Over tea in the garden, we had a fascinat-

ing conversation learning among other

things that an ancestor had been a

“gentleman of the road” and had been

deported to Australia. Another, a woman,

had been arrested in Salisbury for theft of

a loaf of bread. She too went on a convict

ship to Australia, harsh times indeed.

          The churchyard hedge has been

trimmed and today was a neat frame to

the church when visited by the Ride and

Stride participants. Of the people who

checked in to have their cards verified,

the star had to be young, intrepid

Beatrice Thomas who cycled 40k and

visited 16 churches! That was an excellent

achievement and she assured me that her

legs were not a bit tired! However, I fancy

it was early to bed tonight.

BL

DID YOU KNOW? 

From Wilts Times October 16th 1875

HRH Prince Leopold arrived at Codford

station last week by the 7.05 train from

Salisbury. As it is three miles by road

from the station to Boyton House and

only half a mile by footpath, the Prince

had determined to walk and a

procession was formed at the station at

about 8.30 with torches to greet him.

His reception was most enthusiastic

and was conducted by R H Collins Esq,

CB and guided by torchlights processed

through dark lanes over bridges and

footpaths to Boyton House which he

reached at about 9 o’clock. The bells of

the church close by were peeling out

right joyously. The whole scene, the

torches flashing their lights on the

river, the trees and the crowds of

people was very striking.

Jill Russell Camp Farm, Sutton Veny

Puppy & Dog Training Classes, 
Behaviour Consultations, Dog Walking,

Dog Sitting & Day Care
Please contact Celia Callan BSc (Hons) Dip CABC

Tel: 01985 248277   or   Mob: 07806779749

Email:celiacallanpuppyschool@hotmail.com

www.doggietraining.co.uk

www.puppyschool.co.uk

Professional, Qualified & Insured Tutor



                  
                                                                                                                  

O C TO B E R
                  

                                                                                                                                          

1st                               Tytherington                   8.30am           Holy Communion (BCP)
16th Sunday                Codford St Mary              9.30am           BCP Communion with hymns
after Trinity                  Norton Bavant                9.30am           Holy Communion (BCP)
                                   Sutton Veny                   10.00am           Family Service
                                   Upton Lovell                 11.00am           Parish Communion Choir
                                   Heytesbury                    11.00am           Harvest Festival + Junior Church 
                                   Tytherington                   6.00pm           Taizé 
                                                                                             
8th                              Boyton                            8.30am           Holy Communion (BCP)
17th Sunday               Codford St Peter            10.00am           Sunday Celebration
after Trinity                  Sutton Veny                   10.00am           Harvest Festival + Junior Church
                                   Codford St Mary            11.00am           Parish Communion
                                   Knook                           11.00am           Harvest Festival Choir
                                   Upton Lovell                   6.00pm           Harvest Festival
                                                                                                      
15th                            Heytesbury                      8.30am           Holy Communion (BCP)
18th Sunday                Codford St Peter              9.30am           Parish Communion
after Trinity                  Norton Bavant              11.00am           Harvest Festival
                                   Sutton Veny                   11.00am           Matins Choir
                                   Upton Lovell                 11.00am           Parish Communion + Junior Church
                                   Codford Village Hall        4.00pm           Messy Church
                                   Heytesbury                     6.00pm           Evensong
                                                                                                      
22nd                        Codford St Mary 8.30am     Holy Communion (BCP)
19th Sunday            Sutton Veny 8.30am     Holy Communion (BCP)
after Trinity              Codford St Peter 10.00am     Parish Communion + Junior Church
                               Heytesbury 10.00am     Family Service 
                               Boyton 11.00am     Parish Communion Choir
                                 
29th                         Sutton Veny 10.00am     Team Service Choir
Last Sunday             Norton Bavant 3.00pm     All Souls
after Trinity            Codford St Mary 6.00pm     Evensong (BCP)
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UPPER WYLYE VALLEY TEAM 

PRIEST IN CHARGE 
The Revd Alison Morley (day off Mon.)
upperwylyevalleyteam@gmail.com  840187

MINISTRY TEAM
The Revd Clifford Stride (on duty Tues.Wed.Sun.)

cgstride@btinternet.com 850941
The Revd Diana Hammond 841185 

roger213hammond@btinternet.com 
The Revd Jane Shaw 850141 

shawjane2005@gmail.com
The Revd Jayne Buckles 851176

jaynebuckles@btinternet.com
Katherine Venning LLM 840283

venning.mk@hotmail.com
The Revd Robin Hungerford 840522

rhungerford157@gmail.com
The Revd Anne Bennett-Shaw 840339

revannebennettshaw@btinternet.com 
The Revd Ian Duff 850291 

duffgian@gmail.com 
CHURCHWARDENS
Boyton & Corton Susanna Maitland 851191
Codford St Mary Bridget Lorimer 850201
Codford St Peter Anthony Bainbridge 851079 

Fanny Girardot 851795
Heytesbury Tina Sitwell 840556 
Knook Michael Pottow 850776 
Norton Bavant John Acworth 840134

Edward Moore 840420 
Sherrington Betty & Nigel Lewis 850496 
Sutton Veny Brian Long 840352
Tytherington Caroline Lester-Card 840022 
Upton Lovell Gill Boxall 851171

Daphne Pullen 851221
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS
Codford Henry Collins 850193 

Carola Puddy 850308 
Norton Bavant Didee Acworth 840134 
Heytesbury: Penny Atkin-Berry 840651 

Roger Hammond 841185 
Alison Tebbs 841192
Anne Hawkins 840592 

Sutton Veny Judy Cooper 840953
Upton Lovell Sue Bray 850702

Belinda Southwell 850252
BELL RINGERS Joe Charlesworth 840184
PARISH CHOIR Katherine Venning 840283

PARISH NEWS

Editor Robin Culver 840790
robinwculver@mac.com

Chairman David Shaw 850372
danddshaw@btinternet.com

ADVERTISING AND EDITORIAL
The Parish News which is not for profit, relies on and is
very grateful to all  advertisers without whom the
magazine could not be produced. Prospective advertisers
should contact Anne Bennett-Shaw (see details below).
However the Parish News does not endorse any of the
products or services advertised and takes no responsibil-
ity for any  disappointment, accident or injury, howsoever
caused, resulting from purchase or involvement. We wel-
come contributions on any subject but reserve the right
to edit to fit. Opinions expressed in material from
contributors are for readers to appreciate and are not
necessarily endorsed by the editorial team. 

All editorial copy should be sent to the Editor
by 10th of previous month. 

Advertising contact Anne Bennett-Shaw 840339
revannebennettshaw@btinternet.com

Marketplace contact Katherine Venning 840283
venning.mk@hotmail.com

Printing by Westbury Print 01373 825455

          

WEEKDAY SERVICES every week
We welcome you to share in prayers for the Church, the Nation, the World, 

the Sick, and for others as well as ourselves.

Tuesdays               Heytesbury        8.30am        Morning Prayer
Wednesdays         Codford St Peter 8.30am        Morning Prayer
Wednesdays         Codford St Peter 9.00am        Holy Communion 
Thursdays             Sherrington       08.30am        Morning Prayer
Fridays                 Sutton Veny      8.30am        Morning Prayer

HOUSE GROUPS

Mondays 6.00 - 7.30 in Codford. Contact Clifford Stride 850941

Wednesday (alternate weeks) 7.45pm in Water Meadow Cottage, Heytesbury. 
Contact Diana Hammond 841185 

HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY
CHAPEL SERVICES 

Sundays                 10.30am                               
                             Eucharist with hymns
Wednesdays          10.00am
                             Holy Communion(1662)
CHAPLAINS          
The Revd Russell Chamberlain    01373 824020
The Revd David Walters              01980 620038

Visitors are welcome to our services.

ST GEORGE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
31 Boreham Road, Warminster  BA12 9JP

MASSES
Saturday  6.00pm

Sunday  8.00am and 10am

PARISH PRIEST Fr Martin Queenan

ATTACHED PRIESTS
Fr Raymond Hayne                Fr Malcolm Ferrier

01985 212329



U S E f U L  C O N TAC T  N U M B E R S
Area code 01985 unless otherwise stated

Please telephone 840790 to change or include a contact number

We advise you to keep the back page because we cannot always guarantee to have space for this. Tear it off and pin it to your kitchen board!

WOOLSTORE THEATRE 
    Codford Post Office          850345
CODFORD GARDENING CLUB
    Karen Johnstone                    850258
CODFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
    Sir William Mahon 850586 
     Sally Thomson 850339
CODFORD LADIES CIRCLE
Evelyn Read  850831
PARISH WEBSITES
Team www.upperwylyevalleyteam.com
Webmaster admin@newvalleywebdesign.com
Heytesbury www.heytesburyparish.co.uk
Norton Bavant www.nortonbavant.co.uk
Sutton Veny www.suttonveny.co.uk
SPORTS CLUBS 
Badminton (Codford)
     Dominique Beagley                    850952
Cricket (Heytesbury & Sutton Veny) 
     Chair: Justin Wagstaff                    840782
     Secretary: Robert Robson
Football (Codford) 
     Jason Blandford                    850159
Tennis (Codford) 
     Chair: Dennis Mackay          850557 
     Secretary: Andy Howson                    851177
STARQUEST 
    Astronomy Club: Pete Lee        840093
SUTTON VENY FLOWER SHOW 
    Chair: Rachel Guerri-Fear         841308
     www.suttonvenyflowershow.co.uk
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE Sutton Veny 
     President: Penny Carroll 841340
WI LITE Dympna Bell 840514

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT      
    Dr Andrew Murrison MP          01225 358584
WILTSHIRE UNITARY COUNCILLORS 
    Andrew Davis                                      217431
     Christopher Newbury 01373 822508
     Fleur de Rhe-Philipe                           213193
COMMUNITY POLICE 
Beat Manager: PC Victoria Howick 
    victoria.howick@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
PCSO:
    elizabeth.harmsworth@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
Community Police (non-emergency) 101

PARISH COUNCILS
Boyton/Corton 
     Chair: Caroline Wheatley-Hubbard 850208
Codford Chair: Colin Beagley             850952
     Clerk: Karungi Grant 850523
     karungigrant.codfordparish@yahoo.com
Heytesbury Chair: Ann Perry                    841474
     Clerk: Catherine Reade 841087
Sutton Veny Chair: Stephen Oxlade 841026
     Clerk: Melissa Atyeo                    840821
Upton Lovell Chair: Steve Boxall             851171
     Clerk: Nicola Duke 01373 864127
     clerk@uptonlovell.org.uk
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Codford Branch: 
     Col Nick Quarrelle                851149
Heytesbury Women’s Section: 
     Mrs Sincock                          840730 
HEYTESBURY, HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN 
Administrator                                          840441
DOCTORS’ SURGERY CODFORD 850298

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
Codford Mike Davidson               850549
Corton John Rigby 850303
Heytesbury Peter Andrews                840517
Norton Bavant Gordon Evans                 840559
Sherrington Nigel Lewis 850496
Sutton Veny Peter Strangeways 840403
PRE-SCHOOL AND CHILDCARE GROUPS
    Codford Caterpillars 
     Kim West                    851030
     Heytesbury Hedgehogs
     Annette Pulvertaft                 840798
    Wylye Coyotes Afterschool Club 851713
     info@wylyecoyotes.com  
     or 07805 515863
PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
Codford, Wylye Valley
     Head: Robert Barnes                    850461
Heytesbury
     Acting Head: James Evans       840429
Sutton Veny
     Head: Rachael Brotherton                   840428
     www.suttonveny.wilts.sch.uk
VILLAGE HALLS
Codford www.codfordvhsc.co.uk
     Secretary: Patricia Bettany                  850055
     Bookings: Karungi Grant                    850523
Corton Fane Hall 
     Bookings: Tina Kerr 850373
Sutton Veny Chair: Richard Jackman       840899
     Newsletter: Colin Baker                    840033
     Bookings: Gay Woods                     840057 
Upton Lovell Bookings: Ros Coombs 851277

Cabaret Evening 

with

STEEPLE ROCKS 

CHOIR

and special guests

Burbank

Saturday 7th October
Village Hall, Sutton Veny

7.30pm

Tickets £5 from Village

Hall Trustees 
or ring Peter Hopkins on

01985 840375

BYO Drinks and Snacks.
Tables of Six, why not

make up a group?

SARA WOODWARD

DOG GROOMING

CItY & GUIlDs qUalIfIeD

ALL BreeDS coNSIDereD
LocAL PIckuP IF requIreD

CrUfts 1st PrIze WINNerWIth OWN DOGs

01985 840573    

07754 963142
wylyevalley@btinternet.com

Beauty Retreat Salon
The Ginger Piggery Boyton

Tel 07568-574918

www.beautyretreatwiltshire.co.uk

An extensive range of Beauty & Holistic treatments
on offer with over 15yrs of experience by a fully 
qualified therapist & tutor.

1-2-1 & group skincare & make-up workshops 

Gift vouchers available

The BIg Sleep at Stonehenge
Friday 13th october

You are invited to take part in a unique event at the
world-renowned English Heritage site, Stonehenge.

Sleep under the stars at Stonehenge
visitor’s centre with an opportunity for an exclusive
moonlight visit to the stonecircle.

There will also be an opportunity to enjoy
a hot meal, live music and the thrill of sleeping out
amid this historic landscape.

This event will help raise much needed
money for Alabaré’s Homes for Veterans, which will
help to transform the lives of homeless and
vulnerable Veterans.
By taking part, you pledge to raise a minimum of
£100 for Alabaré, and to encourage you we are
offering fantastic prizes to everyone that raises more
than £150.

SIgN uP ToDAY!
thebigsleepatstonehenge.co.uk
Your ticket price covers the cost of a hearty

hot meal and drink plus the administration
costs.

TIckeTS Are juST £10
This event is only open to participants aged 18+.
Please note this is a alcohol free event.
If you have any questions about the event please
email fundraising@alabare.co.uk 
or call 07710 306246.
English Heritage Registered Charity No.1140351
Location: Stonehenge visitor centre
Alabaré Registered Charity No.1006504
Homes for Veterans is an initiative of Alabaré.




