
Easter Day 

 

The Resurrection of Jesus 

20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was 
still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and 
saw that the stone had been removed from the 
tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the 
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said 
to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where they have laid 
him.’ 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out and 
went towards the tomb. 4 The two were running 
together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 
reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down to look in 
and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did 
not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, 
and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings 
lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ 
head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled 
up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who 
reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 
believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the 
scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then 
the disciples returned to their homes. 

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene 

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she 
wept, she bent over to look[a] into the tomb; 12 and 
she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body 
of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the 
other at the feet. 13 They said to her, ‘Woman, why 
are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have 
taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they 
have laid him.’ 14 When she had said this, she turned 
round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 
know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, 
why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’ 
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, 
‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you 
have laid him, and I will take him away.’ 16 Jesus said 
to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in 
Hebrew,[b] ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means 
Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, 

because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But 
go to my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending 
to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God.”’ 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to 
the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told 
them that he had said these things to her. 

Jesus Appears to the Disciples 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of 
the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace 
be with you.’ 20 After he said this, he showed them 
his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced 
when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, 
‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you.’ 22 When he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.  

Alleluia Christ is risen…. 

So says the church on this Day. 

Our churches are filled afresh with flowers and with 

life. After 40 days of fasting, of testing, of simplicity 

and prayer……. 

Now the CELEBRATION. 

I know that many of you have travelled through Lent 

and Holy week with devotion, you have fasted and 

supported me in my fast to the tune of over £1000 

which has gone to Tear Fund…. So generous 

You have prayed through Holy week and helped the 

children of our valley schools to Experience Easter 

and in doing so have experienced Easter afresh 

yourselves. 

Through all this time we have been led by the spirit 

of all compassion to think about how we serve our 

communities with self-sacrificing grace. 

Through Lent I have preached a series of sermons, 

that are on the web site, that look with fresh eyes at 

the great stories in Johns Gospel that lead us to and 

through Easter. 

Nicodemus comes to Jesus in the Night……. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+20&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26868a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+20&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26873b


He is a rational man and asks questions, he is looking 

for answers. In the 21st century we too in the church 

are questioned and challenged to respond in ways 

that truly connect with people. 

• We are called to speak of God in ways that 

come alive. Not relying on old and out dated 

metaphysical constructs that no longer 

convince. Because, Heaven is not ‘UP 

THERE’…  

• To speak about the man Jesus in ways that 

encourage discipleship and commitment to 

lives completely renewed as we follow…. 

not our powerful king…. but our humble 

friend and teacher. 

• To speak about the Spirit of Life and love 

who transcends boundaries and reaches 

out in radical hospitality to all, friend 

stranger and enemy. 

 

This old but no way outdated book is worth a look! 

The Samaritan woman comes to Jesus in the 

Light…… 

 

She is looking for a conversation that transcends 

‘idol talk’ Turning from the comfort of culture and 

materialistic busyness she, and we, encounter our 

own deaths our mortality and the reality of our lives.  

We ‘see everything we ever did’ and begin our true 

search for meaning…… 

In full realisation of our mortality Jesus asks us to 

pick up our cross and follow him to the destruction 

of Calvary and in doing so we are given back LIFE. 

 

As the end draws near Jesus brings Lazarus back to 

life….  

This story is intended to prepare us for what is to 

come. For John…. writing from a Jewish background 

….. this makes perfect sense. His understanding is 

that those who die ‘sleep in the dust’ awaiting the 

resurrection on the final day when the messiah 

comes. The raising of Lazarus is a sign of these first 

fruits of the universal resurrection of the body.  

For us now, whose fundamental belief is not in 

resurrection but in a Heavenly habitation for the 

soul, this story can be more challenging than 

affirming…… And raises issues surrounding bodily 

resurrection that are very hard to answer. 

 

I have said that I never use the words. ‘Jesus is alive 

again’ with school children. They are just too 

difficult to explain to an inquisitive 10 yr old. (Which 

is the best age to be caught by as they are old 

enough to question but not too old as to know that 

there are questions that you don’t bother asking!)  

In the 21st Century the idea of being Alive again 

brings to mind thoughts of the undead and 

questions about where the body goes then… does it 

die again, the biblical answer of bodily ascension 

into heaven above the clouds gives modern people 

images of a body thrown into cold dark space.  

…………………………………………………………………………. 



This great resurrection Narrative from Johns Gospel 

talks about Jesus as Risen….. as resurrected. 

In Johns gospel it says that Jesus ‘came and stood 

among them’……. through a locked door. 

 

Often the stories of Jesus resurrected being are of 

him not being recognised until he speaks… ‘Mary’ 

…or does a familiar action such as the breaking of 

the bread on the road to Emmaus.  

John makes very clear to us why he has written all 

he has, what his intention is….. and we should listen 

to see if the doctrines and creeds that we try to 

believe have this effect on us…..  he says at the end 

of his gospel account…. 

‘Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of 

his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 

But these are written so that you may come to 

believe that Jesus is the Son of God…. AND THAT 

BELIEVEING YOU MAY HAVE LIFE IN HIS NAME. 

………………………………………………………………………….. 

Each year when we walk through Lent and Holy 

week to Easter there is the possibility of a new 

revelation of the resurrection for us. 

Each year as we walk this path something is lost, 

something has to die and in its place, something 

more like the life offered us by the Spirit of God ….is 

Born. 

In our calendar, secular and religious, there are 

many ‘new years’. The church year starts in 

November, the Calendar year in January….  

But for me Easter is the true beginning because it is 

the moment when life is offered anew… when the 

very earth itself is resurrected and warmth returns… 

when longer days give us hope especially if we have 

travelled the winter in sorrow…. With long and 

lonely dark evenings. 

This morning I was at the cathedral with Jenifer who 

was being baptised and confirmed. We began the 

service outside in the dark at 5am… it was cold and 

as we gathered like pilgrim people around the camp 

fire we told the story of the Jewish people’s exodus 

from Egypt. ……We then made our way in darkness 

into the cathedral, 300 people stumbling in the dark 

but called by one solitary flickering flame from the 

pascal candle held aloft. The whole cathedral was lit 

by that one candle enough to see our way.  

 

New life born again in us and resurrected each 

Easter is not about a life lived in a bed of roses… 

about removal from the world to a heavenly 

utopia…. It is about a single candle in the dark, 

because the dark places in us and in our lives, will 

never quite be black again.  

The service continued to load alleluias and joyful 

singing but it all began with a single light, and it was 

this light that had the most impact on many of us. 

Because… 

There is new hope and new life to be born in us as 

Jesus taught Nicodemus …..AND 

There is new life to be found should we dare to 

confront our own mortality and the reality of our 

Good Friday following our Saviour who has gone 

before us and lights the way. 

AND….. There is resurrection all around us. 

Resurrection in life, life offered us in all its 

Fullness by our teacher our saviour and our risen 

Friend 

Because Christ is risen 

He is risen indeed Alleluia…..  AMEN. 


