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Jesus appears to his Disciples 
 
Our Gospel reading continues the challenges of Easter.  Last week 
we remembered and celebrated Jesus resurrection from the Dead.  
Today we hear of one of Jesus many appearances to the apostles 
and disciples.  These appearances occurred during a short 6-week 
period between Easter Day and Ascension Day when Jesus 
returned to the realm of the heavenly places.  The reason why 
nearly two thousand years later we still recount these events is 
explained in the reading from Acts.  Peter and the apostles standing 
before the Council defended their preaching of the Gospel because 
firstly, they were obeying Jesus command and secondly, because 
they were witnesses to the events. They saw and believed.  In 
contrast our faith is built on the principal of we heard and believed.  
Whose faith is greater the apostles and disciples or ours? 
 
I think one of the reasons we can warm to the disciples is because 
they are like us.  We recognise ourselves in their enthusiasm, their 
impulsiveness their fears, their failures and even their doubts.    
 
Thomas’ reaction to the news that the other disciples had seen 
Jesus the evening of the day he rose from the dead was 
understandable.   
 
My role as an employee of the Council, as an auditor, was to be 
satisfied that what colleagues and members told me was true.  My 
responsibility in law was to test the facts presented to me.  I would 
be failing in my duty to rely on their word alone.  I had to carry out 
tests to prove what they told me was the truth.  Often, Council 
Officers would tell me what they wanted me to know or how 
procedures should be followed rather than what is really happening.  
 
In my experience sometimes to believe someone without evidence 
is a mistake; to take some one’s words as gospel can be foolish.  

Thomas was only human and honest when he doubted the account 
of Jesus’ resurrection.  Experience and rationale would have 
convinced Thomas that dead people do not rise from the dead, the 
crucified do not survive the terrible wounds inflicted upon them and 
the dead Jesus he had seen taken down from the cross and laid in a 
tomb could not have appeared to his friends. 
 
The post Easter appearance of Jesus to his disciples and followers 
is crucial.  Without the resurrection there would be no New 
Testament, there would be no church, we would not have a faith 
and we would not know Jesus for ourselves.  Our access to Jesus is 
the witness of the disciples and followers of Jesus those to whom he 
appeared after his resurrection.   
 
Something very important happened to those witnesses.   Over the 
next 20 – 30 years, these people both bore witness to what they had 
experienced in the post Easter Jesus and began to develop their 
own understanding of the resurrection and life of Jesus.   
 
The New Testament is the witness of the apostles and disciples.  
But even more than bearing witness to an event, as we might recall 
seeing a traffic accident or bank robbery the disciples are witnesses 
from the resurrection.   The post Easter appearance of Jesus began 
the transformation in the lives of those who saw him.   
 
They had to rethink the whole of their past lives and experiences, 
their relationship with each other and for the Jews radically 
reappraise and rethink their understanding of who god is.  The last 
post Easter appearance recorded was to the apostle Paul and the 
experience transformed his life.  The same transformation began 
somewhere in the past for each one of us and continues for the rest 
of our life.  The witness from the resurrection has the power to 
transform lives.  That is why despite the continued worldwide 
persecution of Christians the Gospel message must be retold again 
and again...   
 


