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t h e d I A RY
i n s i DE i n FOrmat i On
Thank you to each of our talented front
page artists for accepting the invitation to
illustrate water in different ways:
Jonathan Wansey and Liz Colvin (the river
in Heytesbury), Julia Welsh (ducks), Joe
Charlesworth (the bridge at Iford), David
O’Connor (St Brendan’s boat) and Trish
Fellowes (boats at sea). Each picture has
its own story.
Colour: please contact the Editor, or
our Treasurer Jon Royds (01985 840491), if
you feel able to offer sponsorship for a
coloured front page.
Advertising: we depend on our
advertisers to finance the publication of
Parish News. Please advertise your
business with us.
We deliver this magazine door to
door in all our ten villages, and the
editorial team would love to have a
greater overview of what is going on.
Please let us know of any social dates you
have, so they can be included in the diary.
The final date for copy for the April
edition is 10th March, to be sent to
katherine.venning@gmail.com, or phone
840283.

ANZAC DAY SATURDAY 25Th ApRil
A service of commemoration will be held
in the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission Cemetery, Codford St Mary
starting at 06.30. This will be followed by
a ‘Gunfire’ Breakfast in Codford Village
Hall. Breakfast costs £6.00, tickets
available from the Post Office at Smith’s
Budgens.

rOYaL B ri t i s h L EGi O n
Women’s Section Heytesbury Branch
This year we are not holding a meeting
every month, therefore there is no
meeting in March. Our next meeting will
be held on 27th April in the Residents’ Hall
at the Hospital of St John, when Dennis
Johnson will give us an illustrated talk
about his life running hotels.
Visitors always welcome.

h OsPi taL OF s t J O h n ,
h EY t EsBU rY
Wednesday 4th following BCP
communion, we pray for the Team.
Wednesday 11th is our Coffee morning,
and we are collecting for the Wiltshire
Air Ambulance and Horatio's Garden
During Lent we will be exploring a
video following our BCP service on
Wednesdays

M EN ’S F EL L OWSH IP B REA KFAST S
On Monday 2nd March the speaker will
be Bob Hartman, the internationally
acclaimed performance story teller and
author of numerous books, including the
Lion Story Teller Bible, which is a core
resource of the Open the Book performances in the schools of the Upper Wylye
Valley. In keeping with the main thrust
of his work he will talk on the subject
of ‘Passing our faith on to the next
generation' and his nominated charity is
The Bible Society, under whose auspices
Open the Book is organised.
The breakfasts and start at 8.15am
at The George Inn, Longbridge Deverill.
The cost is £12, £2 of which goes to a
charity of the speaker’s choice. For more
information or to book a place contact
Richard Jackman or John Russell via
uwvmfb@gmail.com. This is not club, but
pre-notification is required.

CHARITY LUNCHES

BARTERS PLANT CENTRE
Friendly local Nursery and Plant Centre
Fresh plants grown on our Nursery
Free advice and plenty of parking
Open Mon - Sat 9.00 - 5.00
Sundays 10.00 - 4.00
(March to June & December)
Sun closed (Jan, Feb, July to Nov)
Just off A36 in Chapmanslade,
Westbury, Wilts

Fridays in Lent starting on 28 February
12.30 – 1.30 p.m.in the Residents’ Hall
Hospital of St John, Heytesbury
Home-made soup with bread and cheese.
Charities supported will include
Alabaré (6 March)
Chaima Christian Institute, Maridi (27 March)
Friends of Erlestoke (3 April)

Tel: 01373-832694
www.barters.co.uk

PraYEr GrOU P
We meet weekly.
If you have any prayer requests,
please call Anne on 840339.

HEYTESBURY DUCK RACE 2020
(BA12 0EE)

EASTER SATURDAY 11Th ApRil 2020
DUCKS iN WATER & RACE STARTS - 12 NooN
Start: Tytherington Road Bridge – Finish: Heytesbury Mill
Ducks £1.00 each
prizes for 1st 2nd 3rd & booby prize
Proceeds to Heytesbury Church

Buy ducks in advance - Heytesbury Post Office or Torli Downes 01985 840734
PLEASE NOTE RACE STARTS AT 12
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MInIs tRY L et teR
March traditionally ‘Comes in like a lion
and goes out like a lamb’ - and certainly
as the days lengthen and lighten, it feels
as if we are finally moving from winter to
spring. It’s an exciting time in the garden
as leaves start to unfurl, primroses and
hellebores brighten the border and
daffodils splash a cheerful glow.
But it’s not all joy. Grape hyacinths
infest my flower beds like weeds, the
borders are still full of dead leaves and
there is, oh so much clearing up and
sorting out still to be done.
Lent is a bit like that – there are
‘weeds’ in our lives too, perhaps of
self-centredness, or long-standing resentments or unresolved anxieties – and these
can choke the growth of new ideas, or
new strengths for us. So Lent can be a
time for inner spring-cleaning. This is

sometimes called ‘repentance’, but it
doesn’t mean feeling sorry or guilty. To
repent is to turn around, and walk in the
other direction; to turn away, e.g. from a
bad habit, and face in a new direction –
perhaps to get closer to God, perhaps to
be more loving to people around us.
It’s often easier to explore this new
direction in company, and in Lent our
churches offer lots of opportunities to
share our exploring – in study groups,
evening meditations, village prayer
meetings, hunger lunches….there’s a
whole programme on offer. And that’s as
well as our regular activities – coffee
mornings, Knit and Knatter, Musical
Toddlers….and a wide range of services,
from the informality of café church to the
more traditional Book of Common Prayer
morning and evening prayer and

Communion.
So why not take this seasonal
opportunity to ‘clean up and clear out’ the
habits or prejudices which need changing
– and let new flowers blossom this spring
in your heart.
Jane Shaw

thOUGht FOr thE mOnth
Only be strong and very courageous, being
careful to act in accordance with all the
law that my servant Moses commanded
you. This book of the law shall not depart
out of your mouth; you shall meditate on
it day and night. I hereby command you:
Be strong and courageous; do not be
frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your
God is with you wherever you go.
Joshua 1: 7-9 chosen by RH

FiLm niGht rEtUrns tO
cODFOrD VicaraGE
Each Monday during Lent at 6.45 for
7.00pm, starting Monday 2nd March
For Lent this year the Upper
Wylye Valley Team is offering the opportunity for anyone interested to meet to
watch a mainstream film and afterwards
to engage in a short discussion on what
God might be saying to us through the
medium of film. For me it is fascinating
to see what theology can be found in a
film made for mere entertainment. We
begin with the challenging film from
acclaimed director Ken Loach ‘I, Daniel
Blake’, which has been described as a film
for our times. It is a film of triumph over
adversity.
The Railway Man: 9 March.
Risen: 23 March, Eye in the Sky:30 March
Further details, Rev Cliff Stride 850 941

can YOU hELP Us?
Would you like to join the PCC of the
church in which you worship?
Within the UWVT we have 8 Parishes, each
governed by a PCC (Parochial Church
Council). Our PCC members are volunteers
who generously give of their time and
effort to ensure that the church in their
village remains the focal point, as it has
been for generations.
Who serves on our PCCs? Anyone
who cares about the overall wellbeing,
practical as well as spiritual, of their
church, the church members, and the
church buildings.
Being a member of the PCC is a
fulfilling way to volunteer, to give a little
back to our communities, to help the

mission and ministry of the Church, and is
an enjoyable way to meet new people and
make new friends.
Each of our PCCs has vacancies and hopes
to welcome new members.
To find out more please do take a look at
our website ‘upperwylyevalleyteam.com’
Or why not have a chat with Rev
Trudy (840081), or any member of your
PCC, and we will gladly tell you about
them and all that they are doing.

need your hair done at home?

Denise Nicoll
01985 303311
for all your hairdressing needs
FULLY INSURED

The Warminster mobile (State Registered)Hairdresser
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A Ro U n d t h e A P I A RY
I hope you enjoyed the picture with last
month’s article. That was a swarm I
collected from Chitterne last spring and
there were just too many bees to fit in the
box, so I gathered the sheet they were
stood on around the box the best I could,
and loosely tied it. I ended up driving from
Chitterne to home with a couple of
hundred escaped bees flying around in the
car! Needless to say, I kept my bee suit on
with the veil up and I did have some
strange looks when I stopped at junctions.
I know you may think I'm quite mad and
you could be right, but I found that if I
kept going forward all the bees stayed in
the back window; when I had to stop it got

a bit crowded in front but hey ho…
Once I arrived home how did I get
all those bees out of the car I hear you
say? I just set the box on its stand and left
the back of the car open; the bees sent
out a scent from the Nasonov gland which
they fanned into the air with their wings,
and like a rallying call to all the other
bees, within a couple of hours they had
returned to the box and the car was
empty, job done.
Now, towards the back end of
January, I had a call from a lady who said
she had a tree that had blown down.
Inside the trunk was a bees’ nest, and
could I help them. Sure enough, the tree
which is about two and a half feet across
had snapped off about six feet from the
ground and just inside was a small colony
of honey bees. They were not very happy;
in fact, they were very grumpy as they
were very exposed and cold, and this did
nothing to help their attitude.

It was far too cold to cut out their
comb at this time of year so I took some
old bubble wrap and straps from home,
first giving them some food, then I
blocked up this gaping hole, so hopefully
they got warm again. Once the weather
warms up I will return with a nuke box and
some empty frames, and the plan will be
to cut their comb so it fits into the frames.
This will be held in place with rubber
bands temporarily and then will be
installed in the nuke box. I will give them
some more feed and hopefully they will
grow on to be a productive colony.
Den Pictor, your local friendly beekeeper

J & G Vehicle Repairs Ltd
Ste phe ns Way
Warmi nste r Busi ne ss Park
Bath Road Warminster Tel:01985 216990
Service and repairs to all makes of vehicles
Spe c i al i sts i n 4 X4
Auto e l e c tri c s - Ai r Co ndi ti o ni ng
MOTs:-

Class 1V (cars and light goods)
Class V11 (vehicles from 3,000 to 3,500 kg)

Collection and delivery by arrangement

ANANDA HOLISTICS

Think Indian; dine...

* Massage * Reflexology
* Indian Head Massage * Reiki

Wiltshire’s Premier Indian Restaurant and Takeaway

NO artificial colourings or additives
w A healthier choice of Indian cuisine w
A36, Codford, Warminster, BA12 0JZ
Tel: 01985 850081/851260 Email:info@toran.co.uk

Mob: 07824153207
Email: anandaholistics@outlook.com
Upton Lovell Warminster BA12 0JP

CHERRY Blasdale-Holmes

E.G. MARTiN lTD
WESTBURY (01373)
822784 / 864676
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tU RBo ’ s do G BL o G F o R the neW Ye AR
Wet, dank, damp, soaked, drenched,
sopping, saturated, dripping and soggy do
not begin to describe January’s weather
(well they do actually, but I want to show
off my thesaurean vocabulary to the
Guvnor who says that I can’t even spell
the word thes…..). Farmers are frustrated
because they can’t plant anything,
gardeners see the grass growing but can’t
put the mower onto it, and the Guvnor
has to give me a footbath after every
walk. But at least he doesn’t have to give
me a fresh set of clothes each time we
return home wet and muddy.

Us dogs don’t have to worry about
fashion, or our Sunday best, or dressdown Friday or cross-dress Thursday or
fancy-dress parties or wrestling with the
mixed and confusing descriptions these
days of dress codes. The old mores simply
don’t work anymore; for example, what
does ‘Informal’ mean? Certainly not a
suit because few people ever wear one
and as for ties, most men just keep a
couple for weddings and funerals which,
boringly, are grey and black respectively.
He has already declared that
anyone who bothers to come to his

funeral should wear bright clothing as a
mark of thanksgiving, but even this wish
can be taken to illogical conclusions.
I remember him coming back from a
funeral and telling us of a man who had
taken such an instruction perhaps too
literally. He arrived late, dressed in red
trousers, a blue coat, a yellow waistcoat
and spotted tie. As he was walking down
the aisle searching for a seat he was
heard to mutter: “I think I may have
overdone the ‘no black’”.
This year is the centenary of
the birth of Rupert Bear. Now even
the Guvnor, albeit ‘generationally
challenged’, cannot remember 1920 but
he is often reminded that Rupert, like
Paddington and Winnie, is an iconic
memory of an age when diversity, at least
in the animal kingdom of story books, was
normally accepted. But then he spoils it
by recounting the amusing, but affectionate, title given by a friend of his to an
Army Regiment from north of the border:
‘The King’s Own Scottish Rupert Bear
Trousers’.
Just to spoil your day I have seen a
photograph of the Guvnor wearing a
kilt – but admittedly he was three years
old. Copies are available - £5 to the Parish
News.

Drawing by Angela Rosenthal

Puppy & Dog Training Classes,
Behaviour Consultations, Dog
Walking, Dog Sitting & Day Care

HEYTESBURY
home improvements, small or large
kitchens, painting, tiling and more

Please contact Celia Callan BSc
(Hons) Dip CABC
Tel: 01985 248277
Mob: 07806779749

RICHARD
McEVOY

celiacallanpuppyschool@hotmail.com
www.doggietraining.co.uk
www.puppyschool.co.uk

richmac247@gmail.com
07530225710 01985 841127

Professional,
Qualified & Insured Tutor

HOME MAINTENANCE
I .N . N EWMA N LTD
Family Controlled Independent
Funeral Directors
Private Chapels of Rest
24 Hour Care and Assistance
at a time of Bereavement
Nominated Funeral Director for:
Golden Charter

Pre-payment funeral plan
01373 813132

MONUMENTAL MASONS
Griffin House,
55 Winchester Street Salisbury, SP1 IHL
Telephone: 01722413136
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oUR PLAnet
Last year, on my return from my second
epic trip to Antarctica, I wrote about my
concerns for our planet. Since that time
I have discovered various local ways to
recycle rubbish, in addition to the
Wiltshire Council kerbside collections and
Household Recycling Centres. I am sharing
that information in the hope that people
will make the effort to recycle more of
their stuff.
Crisp packets of all makes can now be
placed in a recycling container near the
tills at Budgens Store in Codford. This
facility is in aid of Wiltshire Air Ambulance
that sells them to a firm that converts the
packets into plastic pellets as a form of
building material. Used batteries can also
be taken to a box at Budgens or at
Morrison’s and Waitrose Supermarkets in
Warminster. Plastic plant pots and trays,
of any colour, can now be put in the
recycling bins in the car park at Lakeside
Garden Centre, Crockerton. A local firm
then converts them into plastic pellets.
Some dental practices are collecting
old toothpaste tubes and oral products in
an initiative, sponsored by Colgate, to
recycle. Ask at your practice or the
Community Organiser’s Office at 10 Silver
Street, Warminster.
Many magazines are now being packaged in compostable bags made of potato
starch. Put them in your compost heap or
green bin and they will decay naturally.
Most local supermarkets now provide

non-plastic bags for fruit and vegetables,
and remember to take your own shopping
bags with you… too many people are still
buying the plastic “bags for life” each
time they shop.
Unwanted books, CDs and DVDs can be
put in Heytesbury Church for sale. Once a
year all items are taken to local charity
shops and a new collection builds up again
in the church. Alternatively, books are
always welcome at the League of Friends
stall in the main foyer of Salisbury District
Hospital.
As more people become aware of the
potential to recycle our stuff then less
rubbish goes to the landfill sites. I expect
there are other local initiatives: tell others about them so we can all benefit. Climate change is a fact of life and we all

need to find ways to help reduce waste
and preserve our planet.
The effect of global warming on
Antarctica and its amazing wildlife will be
part of the talk in Sutton Veny Village Hall
on Tuesday 3rd March called ‘Whales,
Penguins & Ice… an introduction to
Antarctica’. See the advert for details.
Sarah Buttenshaw

RoadHog Catering Ltd
www.roadhogcaterers.co.uk
Karen Riggs
Specialists in weddings, hog roasts,
vintage tea parties, garden parties
Outdoor catering & bars, hire &
event planning
Fully insured & licensed
For bookings and all enquiries ring
01225 754124/07967 243687
Email: roadhogcaterers@yahoo.co.uk

VIs Ito Rs L IKe Yo U MAKe U s F eeL hU MAn
For about 2 years I have been a chaplaincy
volunteer at Erlstoke, helping with the
Sunday worship once a month, and occasionally with other activities. HMP Erlstoke houses over 500 convicted male
offenders on a large, windswept site on
the edge of Salisbury Plain. Most men are
serving the latter part of a long sentence,
and the prison provides intervention programmes, skills and vocational training
designed to facilitate their rehabilitation.
The Chapel of Christ the Carpenter
is shared by a team from several Christian
denominations and provides a welcoming
place of pastoral care, calm and peace for
the men, and the staff, away from the
general noise and pressure of the accommodation blocks and workshops. All prisoners are entitled to one session of
corporate worship each week, for which
paid chaplains are responsible, but they
provide much more with the help of volunteers. There is a weekly Bible study
group, music group and activities such as
films, quizzes and discussions. A Christian
theatre group occasionally visits and their

drama sessions are well received by the
men, encouraging them to engage with
moral and spiritual matters.
Chaplains have various other duties, including meeting all newly-arrived
prisoners and daily visits to the Segregation Unit. I have been privileged to get to
know chaplains who provide inspirational
pastoral care, combining compassion with
‘tough love’ within firm boundaries. How
do you tell a prisoner that his partner has
committed suicide and then accompany
him under escort to the funeral? What do
you say to an extremely distressed man
who is refusing to leave his cell and
threatening to self-harm? On a happier
note, prisoners have been baptised and
confirmed in the chapel, and even the occasional wedding celebrated!
Alongside leading services, I see
my main role as making relationships with
the men. ‘It’s visitors like you who make
us feel human.’ Prison chaplaincy work
can be both humbling and emotionally demanding, but I continue to learn a lot
from members of the chaplaincy team
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and the men themselves. The work of the
prison chaplaincy is often ignored or misunderstood, but in fact supports and encourages those who wish to turn their
lives around and so makes a valuable contribution to the well-being and rehabilitation of offenders.
Barbara Luscombe

• Residential property
• Family
• Wills, trusts & probate
• Personal injury

CHIPPENHAM MALMESBURY
01249 444300

01666 922671

• Commercial property
• Corporate
• Employment
• Dispute resolution

SWINDON

01793 522688

TROWBRIDGE WARMINSTER
01225 755621

01985 217464

s P o Rt
ANGLING NOTES
I fished once during January on the lakes
at Freefolk in the Test valley. The weather
was mild, overcast and almost windless.
On the new lake there was nothing
happening by way of a surface hatch but
I caught one rainbow on a shrimp-pattern
fished just above the bed of the lake.
I saw nothing happening on the surface of
the old lake, but caught two rainbows
quite quickly on the same shrimp-pattern.
This was very pleasing as fishing in the
depths of winter has been problematical
for me. When my companion returned
from a tour of the lake he said that he had
seen a hatch of midge and some fish
rising to them. These hatches of midge
(chironomids) in January and February are
becoming a regular feature of our warmer
winter days and from the angling point of
view are very welcome.
Two of the most enjoyable features
of the lakes in the winter are the absence
of surface algae and a plentiful supply of
clean water. This enables the angler to
experiment with new techniques, fishing
the offering on the bottom of the lake, in
mid water or on the surface. The offering
can be a wide range of imitations to be
fished on, or close to, the bed of the lake:
shrimps of various hues, chironomid larvae

Thursday Café
Codford Village Hall
Every Thursday 9-11am
Raising funds for local charities
Relax with a hot cup of tea or coffee
Eat Cake!

(blood worms) or small nymphs fished in
mid water or close to the surface intended
to imitate the hatching chironomids. I do
not think that there are any Signal
Crayfish present in our lakes yet, and in
any case they hibernate in the winter,
so fishing a crayfish imitation would not
be logical.

HEYTESBURY & SUTTON VENY CRICKET
CLUB - OCCASIONALS
HSVCC are organising a series of weekday
evening fixtures against local sides, in
order to provide an opportunity to play for
those who aren’t able to justify the time
involved with playing league cricket on
Saturdays.
The new team aims to cater for all
experience levels, ages, and genders. Anyone wishing to play will be welcome to
join the club’s weekly net sessions beforehand. The objective during matches will
be to ensure everyone gets a bat or a bowl
& enjoys participating in the match.
Golden ducks, rank long hops, and
dropped catches are expected and shouldn’t be feared!
If
you
are
interested
in
participating please contact Graham
Everitt on 07727 630199 or graham@
grahameveritt.com

DAVIS &
LATCHAM
YOUR INDEPENDENT
LOCAL ESTATE AGENT
WITH EXPERIENCE
SPANNING FIVE DECADES
43 Market Place Warminster
Wilts BA12 9AZ
(01985) 846985
www.davislatcham.co.uk

Stewart penny
ServiceS
garden machinery

LIFT-OFF
Photograph by Roger Hammond

The whole family was walking slowly in
single file at the other end of the watermeadow. I’ve seen cygnets being taken for
a walk before, but suddenly there was the
whoosh of wind through pinions, and the
five juniors were airborne. An instruction
must have been issued, because they all
took off at once. ‘Just round the field and
back again will be far enough.’ This must
have been early days, because they still
need to build up strength and skill.
The first cygnet landed after 50
yards, the next a little further on, and the
third came down the other side of the
brook. I don’t know how long it took him
to get back, because there were a couple
of fences with undergrowth between him
and his siblings. The two strongest cygnets
flew on in an arc, heading back towards
their parents; the fourth landed gracefully
enough, still short of his target, but the
fifth . . . his landing was anything but
graceful. Ker-plop onto his chest was what
it looked like, with a few feathers floating
down around him. It took him a few minutes to rise to his feet, and then slowly
they all went back towards their parents.
The parent swans stood still at the
end of the meadow. Just waiting.
KV

GRIFFIN’S GARAGE
• Servicing & Repairs • Diagnostics
• MOT’s (also arranged for trucks)

SaleS, Service & repairS

• Breakdown & Recovery Service

weSton nurSerieS
corton
nr warminSter
Ba12 0SZ
tel 07714 212806

• Onsite & Mobile Service

stuartpennyservices@outlook.com

Bird life was quiet on the lakes, but there
were some Tufted Duck, Dab Chicks
(Little Grebe) and Coots. Coots are
continually squabbling amongst themselves and I suspect that they defend their
territories even against otters, which
perhaps explains why numbers of Coots
are eaten by otters!
Robin Mulholland

• Cars • Vans • Plant •Trailers • Machinery
• Collection & Delivery Available
• Loan Car, Van & 4x4 Available

01985 840 800 www.griffauto.co.uk
Hill Road - Sutton Veny - BA12 7AT
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V I L L AG e n e W s
TRAFFIC SPEEDS THROUGH
HEYTESBURY VILLAGE
The Parish Council received a request last
year to consider reducing the speed limit
in Heytesbury to 20mph. The first stage of
the process is to carry out surveys to evidence the actual speed of vehicles travelling through the village, which is assessed
by metro counts. Three were undertaken
during a week in November last year
recording the number of vehicles during a
seven-day period at East of Little London,
West of Chapel Road and West of Park
Street.
The results from free-flowing traffic going in both directions show that vehicle speeds at West of Chapel Road and
West of Park Street was 24.4mph and
21.6mph supporting that there are not
sufficient infringements of the speed
limit. However, the site east of Little London recorded 30.2mph and these results
would support a community speed watch
being set up as the next stage in the
process.
The Parish Council discussed the
results in detail at a recent meeting, and
under policy guidance issued by Wiltshire
Council felt that they would be unable to
take the request further at this time or
deliver significant benefit from setting up

a group of community speed watch volunteers.
The full results can be found on
www.heytesburyparish.co.uk.
BOYTON AND CORTON CUTTINGS
Fears that the historic footpath between
Corton and Upton Lovell may be under
threat have been somewhat allayed by the
construction of some very imposing steps
at the rail crossing. This is a well-used
path and the old steps were very worn.
A message was sent via our VIP
email to warn dog owners of a widespread
virus affecting many dogs. It can lead to

“Moving at the highest standard”
You can be sure of Armishaws:
You
• UK - Local and long
distance
• Full and part-loads

• Containerised storage
• Friendly, personal
service

• Full European service • Local business,
family owned and
• Full packing service
run since 1973

For a survey and FREE same day quote please call us on:

Salisbury

Warminster
Warminster

01722 322 616

01985 215 991

Visit our website at: www
Visit
www.armishaws.com
.armishaws.com
or email us at enquiries@armishaws.com

M
Memb
emb No: A101
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severe sickness and diarrhoea and early
treatment is highly recommended.
The Quiz night was great fun. The
returning champions, led by Paul the Post,
were the victors, partly due to their in
depth knowledge of the characters in
children’s television! The Old Bustards
came a creditable second. Tina and Nikki
provided us with an excellent meal, many
thanks to them.
AR

!

When contacting advertisers please
tell them that you read about them
in the parish News

!

V I L L AG e n e W s
DOGS WHO HAVE SHARED OUR LIVES
Before the señor from Spain joined us, we
had always had cockers. The first was
Lizzie and she introduced us to the
exuberance and fun that is the spaniel.
She accompanied us to work, so a walk at
mid-day always happened. She was a great
player of games. Nigel would cover her
eyes and I hid a ball or toy in the garden.
Off she would go in over-drive like a real
field dog, returning all smiles with her
trophy. When playing knock-about croquet
with the family, Lizzie would quietly
collect the balls and take them to her
basket in the kitchen. Other times a pair
of socks would be left at the top of the
stairs: Lizzie waiting at the bottom for
them to be thrown down.
Then came Alice, then Liza, and we
had some real adventures embarking on
walks on the National Trails with them.
The first was Offa’s Dyke from Chepstow
to Prestatyn. I remember sitting on the
bank of the Wye watching the salmon,
then walking along the Black Mountain in
the rain, and the euphoria of journeys
ending in Prestatyn, dogs doing laps of
honour over the sand. The Coast to Coast
was magic. So many highlights. I remember sitting beside the River Swale, dogs up
to their tummies in the shallows, and
wagtails fluttering like butterflies over the
stones in the water.
The Pennine Way became serious
stuff. As always Nigel walked with me to
start me off, then he and dogs returned to
the car, drove to our B&B, then got onto
the path and walked back to meet me
at the end of the day. Going up Great
Shunner Fell one day a storm swept in and
we were enveloped in driving rain and
hail, the poor dogs in clipped coats
struggling to shelter behind our legs
before the cloud rolled away and the sun
reappeared.
I would not have managed the last
sections alone, the Maize Beck, the very

frightening Cross Fell and the Whin Sill.
It meant I missed the phenomenal view
from High Cup Nick (seen every week on
Country File). Then life changed, those
walks came to an end and with Cora we
enjoyed the walks in this really beautiful
area. I still miss her, and now and again on
a certain path there she is, rolling along
with her tail swinging. We were joined
then by Chester, a re-homed boy of
immense character, and lastly (but by no
means least) Tyto who was a bit of a
life-changer!
One can never replace a muchloved dog. However, when there is that
empty basket to fill, another completely
different character enters our life and another bond is created. We who have that
chance are indeed fortunate.
BL

a hundred years of comical song from
Gilbert and Sullivan to Monty Python,
performed by Michael Lunts at the church
on Saturday 12th September from 7pm,
with wine and cheese in the interval.
We have our first AGM on Tuesday
31st March at 7.00pm in Sutton Veny
Village Hall, a meeting open to all and, in
particular, to anyone who would like to
become a Trustee. The current Trustees
are all men of retirement age and we
would love to reinforce and re-energize
with youth and female Trustees.
If you would like to become a
Friend of Sutton Veny Church, or would
like any information on future events and
plans, then please do call Peter Hopkins
on 01985 840375.

F ri En Ds OF
s U t tO n V En Y ch U rch

SUTTON VENY : MEN’S (VIRTUAL) SHED

We have been going just under a year,
have sorted our constitution and started
the process of charity and gift aid
registration. We have also signed up just
over 30 Friends and hope to garner many
more in the coming year. Membership is
available from as little as £10 per year but
greater sums are more than welcome.
We have two major objectives, to
look after and improve the fabric of the
church and to bring the building right into
the centre of our village life. One of our
first priorities is to install toilet facilities
and the Friends are focusing on fundraising to support this installation.
In our first year, we have held
three events – all of which were successful
in raising funds. We have two events already planned for 2020 and we hope that
you will come along and support these.
Firstly, our Summer Party on Saturday 25th
July from 10.30am to 12.30pm on
The Alexander Memorial Field behind the
church, and secondly, Tinkling the Ivories,

PH

Thursday lunchtimes at The Woolpack continue to provide the opportunity for the
churchyard crew to be joined by a few curious others as well as those who have no
idea that they may have inadvertently
walked into Sutton Veny’s Virtual Men’s
Shed. Numbers (mostly but thankfully not
exclusively men) have fluctuated from one
or two to eight or nine and so far no serious business has been done, decisions
taken or repairs made. Things could continue in this extremely low-key way for
the foreseeable future but the shed, even
a virtual one at The Woolpack, may not be
living up to its modest potential. The gathered expertise is poised to offer gratuitous
advice or, dare we say it, possibly even
practical help for your problems. If it’s
broken and portable bring it along. If not
come along and describe it. Who knows,
we may be able to help - even if it’s just
a case of a problem shared is a problem
halved?
Reprinted from the Sutton Veny Village
Newsletter
APOLOGY

Wren House

Residence for the Retired and Elderly
Wren House in Warminster is a long-established, elegant retirement home,
specialising in individual care in gracious surroundings.
Having just thirteen rooms, each with a private bathroom, we are able to
offer the ambience of a family home, together with caring staff and the
facilities to enable our residents to grow old with dignity.
Mrs Lynn Boon, Manager
Wren House Limited, 32 Vicarage Street, Warminster BA12 8JF
Tel: 01985 212578
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As the instigator of the revised village
booklet, entitled ‘A History of the Villages, Heytesbury, Knook and Tytherington’, I, Joe Charlesworth, wish to offer a
formal apology to Anthony Wilson for my
failure to ensure due acknowledgement in
the booklet of his very significant contribution to the revision, for which I am extremely grateful, and also for not having
arranged for him to be given the opportunity of reviewing those parts of the revised booklet to which he had
contributed.

Mes s Y PL o U G h s U ndAY
very happy to be receiving such attention
A clear, crisp January afternoon saw 40
and gentle stroking.
adults and 17 children from across the
We gathered again in the tractor
Upper Wylye Valley descending onto
shed where we held our plough service
Sundial Farm in Corton for our annual
which began with a rousing rendition of
Messy Plough Sunday, led by the Revd
‘We Plough the Fields with Tractors...’
Jane Shaw and Henry Collins, one of our
Standing around the plough, prayers were
Lay Worship Leaders and a local farmer in
read by local farmers askthe Team.
ing for God’s blessing on
Upon arrival we
all our human endeavours
were welcomed into
at the beginning of a new
the large tractor shed
year. Finally the plough
where Richard Witt
was blessed, it being a
keeps some of his
symbol of all the work
historic and daily
carried out on our farms
working agricultural
and a sign of all that God
machinery collection,
promises us.
including
a
1941
After the service we all
Fordson tractor. We all
made our way down to the
enjoyed getting up
village hall where a hearty
close to the machines
ploughman’s meal was
that over the last 100
enjoyed amongst much
years have worked the
chatting and laughter.
land, and the children
We thank all who were
(and some adults) took
involved in making this
great
delight in
Photograph of Richard Witt
such a wonderful service.
climbing up and sitting by Roger Hammond
And we thank and pray for all our farmers
in the driver’s seat.
who work tirelessly in all weathers to
Richard and Robin Witt had
produce food for our country and beyond.
produced a fun quiz of things to spot on
We are very much looking forward to next
their farm for us all to take part in as they
year’s Messy Plough Sunday on another of
showed us around. As we explored the
our local farms.
TH
farm we were introduced to Robin and
Richard’s chickens, rabbit, suckler cows
and Tickles the bull, all of which were
Study courses for Lent

Funerals
Our sympathy and love to those
who mourn the passing of
Col John Redding
on 7th January at Semington
Lady Lorna Hanley
on 14th January at Semington
Patricia Molyneux
on 28th January at Upton Lovell
Joan Reynolds
on 30th January at Semington
Elizabeth Millard
on 13th February at Heytesbury
May they rest in the peace
and light of Christ
Please contact the Ministry Team to make
arrangements for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals,
Confirmation preparation or Service of Prayer
and Dedication after a Civil Marriage.
The clergy will officiate at any
crematorium service.

This is a Pilgrimage for everyone. You can
be active and walk, run or cycle, or you
can come by minibus or car, or take a lift
with someone. Travel in a happy group or
quietly on your own with your own
thoughts. You can take part in Harold's
Guided Walk in Glastonbury, be part of
the Bring and Share lunch or you can just
come for the culmination, which is the
3pm Service in the Abbey Crypt.
Cost is £10. Information and registration forms from Tim Spinney 01985
214700 tgspinney@hotmail.co.uk.
Guided Walk around Glastonbury:
meet at the foot of the Tor at 10.30am.
The walk is about 2 miles, including some
very steep gradients. It will cover four
sacred sites in Glastonbury and be back at
the Abbey Ground entrance at 12.30pm
for entry. There is no charge for the walk.
CONFIRMATION PREPARATION
Over 6 weekly sessions on Mondays at 4pm
at the Rectory, Bests Lane, Sutton Veny,we
will discuss and explore the key aspects of
our Christian faith.
February 24th, March 2nd, 9th,
16th, 23rd and 30th
(see the Rector’s article about
Confirmation in our February edition)

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

FILMS at Codford Vicarage
see information on page 3
--

prepared by Christian Women of Zimbabwe

Tuesdays from 3 March at 6.30 p.m.

Supper at 6 p.m. and service at 7 p.m.

PRAYER: An Adventure With God
in the Prince Leopold pub
Upton Lovell

Information from Sue Bray 850702

FRoM the ReGIsteRs
Baptisms
We welcome into the Christian Church
Elcy Collins-Martin
on 12th January at Codford St Mary
May she grow in the Christian Faith

NOW is the time, the time to say YES!!
PILGRIMAGE TO GLASTONBURY
WEDNESDAY 15th APRIL

contact Trudy Hobson (840 081)

--

Wednesdays from 4 March at 6.30 p.m.

Heytesbury at the Angel Inn
LENTWISE with Paula Gooder
contact Diana Hammond (841185)

·

Mothering Sunday Services
22 MARCH
Codford St Peter 9.30
Heytesbury 10.00
Upyon Lovell 11.00
-SUNDAY@4 : March 15th,
MakingEaster Candles
Codford Village Hall
Information from Clifford Stride (850 941)

-Hot Cross Fun on Good Friday
Greenlight (Wylye Coyotes)
10.30-12.00
Information from Trudy Hobson (840 081)
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Upton Lovell Friday 3 March

EVENSONG
at 6 p.m. according to the
Book of Common Prayer
with music and time for reflection
Tytherington
Upton Lovell
Tytherington
Heytesbury
Codford St Mary

Sunday 1 March
Sunday 8 March
Sunday 15 March
Sunday 22 March
Sunday 29 March

U PPeR WYLYe VAL L eY teAM
c h U R c h s e RV I c e s I n M A R c h
1st
1st Sunday
of Lent

Tytherington
Codford St Mary
Norton Bavant
Sutton Veny Village Hall
Heytesbury
Upton Lovell
Tytherington

Friday 6th

Upton Lovell

8th
2nd Sunday
of Lent

15th
3rd Sunday
of Lent

22nd
MOTHERING
SUNDAY

29th
Passion Sunday
5th Sunday of Lent

8.30am
9.30am
9.30am
10.00am
11.00am
11.00am
6.00pm

Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion (BCP with hymn
Holy Communion (BCP)
Café church, breakfast from 9.30am
Parish Communion
Parish Communion
Choir
Team Taizé service

7.00pm

World Day of Prayer
after supper at 6.00pm

Boyton
Sutton Veny
Codford St Peter
Codford St Mary
Knook
Upton Lovell

8.30am
9.30am
10.00am
11.00am
11.00am
6.00pm

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion
Sunday Worship
Parish Communion
Parish Communion
Evensong

Heytesbury
Norton Bavant
Codford St Peter
Sutton Veny
Upton Lovell
Codford Village Hall
Tytherington

8.30am
9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm
6.00pm

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion
Parish Communion
Matins (BCP)
Parish Communion
Sunday@4
Evensong (BCP)

Sutton Veny
Codford St Peter
Heytesbury
Upton Lovell
Heytesbury

8.30am
9.30am
10.00am
11.00am
6.00pm

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion
Mothering Sunday Service
Mothering Sunday Service
Evensong (BCP)

Codford St. Peter
Codford St Mary

10.00am
6.00pm

TEAM SERVICE COMMUNION
Evensong (BCP)

Parish Communion is our main service
using modern language, with hymns,
bible readings, prayers and a sermon.
BCP services (Holy communion, Matins and Evensong)
are from the Book of Common Prayer (1662) using
traditional language.
The Taizé service (30 minutes) has periods of stillness,
music from the Taizé community,
a bible reading and short prayers.

Choir

Choir

Choir

Choir

Sunday Worship or Sunday celebration are
usually conducted by Lay Worship Leaders, with songs
and hymns, short prayers and an informal talk.
Sunday@4 replaces Messy Church. It is designed for
all ages with new and creative ways of worship,
activities linked to a bible story and ends with food.
Cafe Church starts with breakfast and conversation,
lasts 30 minutes, and has activities for young children
plus songs and prayers and a short talk.

WEEKDAY SERVICES every week
We welcome you to share in prayers for the Church, the Nation, the World,
the Sick, and for others as well as ourselves.
Tuesdays
Heytesbury
8.30am
Morning Prayer
Wednesdays
Codford St Peter
8.30am
Morning Prayer
Wednesdays
Codford St Peter
9.00am
Holy Communion
Thursdays
Sherrington
08.30am
Morning Prayer
Fridays
Sutton Veny
8.30am
Morning Prayer
HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY
CHAPEL SERVICES
Sundays
10.30am
Eucharist with hymns
Wednesdays
10.00am
Holy Communion(1662)
CHAPLAINS
The Revd Russell Chamberlain 01373 824020
The Revd David Walters
01980 620038
Visitors are welcome to our services.

ST GEORGE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
31 Boreham Road, Warminster BA12 9JP
MASSES
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 8.00am and 10am
PARISH PRIEST Fr Martin Queenan
ATTACHED PRIESTS
Fr Raymond Hayne
Fr Malcolm Ferrier
01985 212329
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TEAM RECTOR
The Revd Trudy Hobson (day off Friday)
upperwylyevalleyteam@gmail.com

840081

MINISTRY TEAM
Team Vicar
The Revd Clifford Stride (on duty Tues.Wed.Sun)
cgstride@btinternet.com
850941
Ordained Ministers with Permission to Officiate
The Revd Diana Hammond
841185
roger213hammond@btinternet.com
The Revd Jane Shaw
850141
shawjane2005@gmail.com
The Revd Jayne Buckles
851176
jaynebuckles@btinternet.com
The Revd Robin Hungerford
840522
rhungerford157@gmail.com
Licensed Lay Minister
Katherine Venning LLM
840283
katherine.venning@gmail.com
CHURCHWARDENS
Boyton & Corton
Post vacant
Codford St Mary
Derek Buckles
Codford St Peter
Barbara Tomlinson
Alasdair McGregor
Heytesbury
Tina Sitwell
Knook
Michael Pottow
Norton Bavant
John Acworth
Edward Moore
Sherrington
Betty & Nigel Lewis
Sutton Veny
Brian Long
Tytherington
Caroline Lester-Card
Upton Lovell
Gill Boxall
Andrew Cumming

851191
851176
850156
850073
840556
850776
840134
840420
850496
840352
840022
851171
850834

LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS
Codford
Henry Collins
Carola Puddy
Norton Bavant
Didee Acworth
Heytesbury:
Roger Hammond
Alison Tebbs
Sutton Veny
Judy Cooper
Upton Lovell
Sue Bray

850193
850308
840134
841185
841192
840953
850702

BELL RINGERS
PARISH CHOIR

850724
840283

Nick Claypoole
Katherine Venning

PARISH NEWS
Acting Editor

Katherine Venning 840283
katherine.venning@gmail.com

Chairman

David Shaw
850372
danddshaw@btinternet.com

ADVERTISING AND EDITORIAL
The Parish News, which is not for profit, relies on and is
very grateful to all advertisers without whom the
magazine could not be produced. Prospective advertisers
should contact Anne Bennett-Shaw (see details below).
However the Parish News does not endorse any of the
products or services advertised and takes no responsibility for any disappointment, accident or injury, howsoever
caused, resulting from purchase or involvement. We
welcome contributions on any subject but reserve the
right to edit to fit. Opinions expressed in material from
contributors are for readers to appreciate and are not
necessarily endorsed by the editorial team.
All editorial copy should be sent to the Editor
by 10th of previous month.
Advertising contact Anne Bennett-Shaw 840339
revannebennettshaw@btinternet.com
Marketplace contact Katherine Venning 840283
katherine.venning@gmail.com
Printing by Footfall Direct

01225 706058

MARKet PLAce
Area code 01985 unless otherwise stated
ELECTRICIANS
Pears Electrical 07717534026
213314
Nigel: pearselectricians@talktalk.net
GENERAL BUILDERS AND JOINERS
Mike Turner Construction
07779859875
www. miketurnerconstruction.com
HEYTESBURY HOME MAINTENANCE
Richard McEvoy (see p5)
841127
PAINTING AND DECORATING
James Ashley
07595 948840
840521
Qualified painter and decorator
27 Westlands, Heytesbury
PLASTERING
Lee Hadfield
07765 945722
300403
30 yrs of experience
johnhadfield58@gmail.com
PLUMBING
Hhp (see p8)
840891
Codford Builders Ltd
Stefan
217394
Bathrooms and heating
COMPUTER SERVICES
Simple PC Help
07979 252573 / 330073
richard@simplepchelp.co.uk
WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT
Stephen Oxlade
07801 090335
admin@newvalleywebdesign.com
SWAN RESCUE
01202 828166
POST OFFICE, HEYTESBURY
840914
POST OFFICE, CODFORD
850345
ANTIQUES, CODFORD

Dave Alder at Tina’s
850828
Open Mons, Tues & Sat. 9.30 am – 5 pm
CATTERY, CATS WHISKERS
Weston Nurseries, Corton
850504
FARM SHOP, CROCKERTON
Wylye Valley Vineyard
211337
wylyevalleyvineyard@gmail.com
FIREWOOD, seasoned logs for sale
Jerry Poolman
07966 272960
ashdownfarmllp@hotmail.co.uk
TREE and GARDEN SERVICES
Peter Longbourne (see p4)
840171
Rod Ford (Codford)
851134
Basic garden maintenance
PROPERTY and GARDEN maintenance
Hugh (Heytesbury)
07951 014153
Warminster Fencing Ltd
217775
sales@warminsterfencing.co.uk
TV AERIAL/satellite/cctv installation
Kevin McEvoy 07939 156912 or 840841
ktvsystems@btinternet.com
WINDOW CLEANING, gutters, fascias
Clearer Windows
07922 575690
richnurdin@gmail.com
CAR SERVICING & MAINTENANCE
C&C Servicing and Repair. MOTs
Woodcock Road
07867 384766 / 217407
Griffin’s Garage (see p7)
840800
J&G Vehicle Repairs (see p4)
216990

PUBS, †RESTAURANTS and ‡ B&B
The Angel†‡, Heytesbury
Restaurant and Fine Dining
841790
Hillside Café† Codford
Restaurant and take-away
850712
Toran Indian Restaurant (see p4)
850081
Prince Leopold†‡ Upton Lovell
850460
The Woolpack† Sutton Veny
840834
Ginny’s Cafe, Boyton
850381
ginnysboyton@gmail.com
Open Wed–Sat 10-4; Sunday 10-2pm
HEALTH AND WELLBEING
Physical Therapy, Upton Lovell
using the Bowen Technique
roscoombs@gmail.com
851 277
Fitness Pilates
Rosie Poolman
211431
Wylye Valley School
Tuesday 6.30
Codford Village Hall
Wednesday 9.30
Zumba
07760 496291
Codford Village Hall
Monday 12.00
rosiepoolman@talktalk.net
Zumba Gold (50+ and beginners)
Codford Village Hall
Tuesday 10.15
debbiebailey4@sky.com
07941 112893
WYLYE VALLEY VOICES
Codford Village Hall
Wednesday 1.30
Andrew Forbes-Lane
07774 731918
andrew@andrewforbeslane.com

WILts hIRe AIR AMBU L Anc e
This year is a particularly special one for
Wiltshire Air Ambulance as we celebrate
our 30th year of operation. Countless lives
have been saved since we began operating
in 1990. As a result, a generation of
people have been able to resume their
lives and celebrate special milestones
such as birthdays, wedding anniversaries
or the birth of children and grandchildren.
To highlight our work, former
patients whose lives we have saved are
featured in videos each month throughout
2020 on our website, along with an
opportunity to make a donation.
We are only able to
provide our vital service
thanks to the generosity
of people, community
groups, schools, businesses and grant-making trusts who make
donations.
Our charity is
not funded directly by
the Government and
receives no National
Lottery grants. It costs
£3.75 million a year to
keep our lifesaving
service
operational.

Last year we undertook 1,233 missions –
an increase of 12% on 2018.
We are honoured to serve
Wiltshire and surrounding counties. With
your help we can be here to save the next
generation.
Drawing by Angela Rosenthal

To donate, head to
www.wiltshireairambulance.co.uk
/generation.
Registered charity: 1144097

AnY o L d IRo n?
Do you have any old tools languishing
in your shed or workshop? If so, Tool Aid
Ringwood (TAR) would like them to
refurbish and send to charities in some of
the poorest countries of the world to help
create sustainable businesses. Kits are put
together for various uses, for example,
Agriculture, Building, Carpentry, Plumbing, Motor Mechanics and Electrical work.
Amongst the tools needed are:fork, spade, hoe, garden rake, hand fork
and trowel, loppers, secateurs, hand
shears, shovels, 3ft spirit level, axe,
crowbar, sledge hammer, bow saw, chisel,
hammer, hacksaw and blades, braces,
clamps, hand drills and bits, Stanley knife,
plane, saws, screwdrivers, spanners,
metric socket set, Allen keys, wire brush,
soldering iron and tyre pressure gauge.
Power tools are also needed.
If you can help, contact me and I
will collect any tools together and ensure
they reach TAR. Angela Rosenthal 850750.

When contacting advertisers, please tell them that you read about them in the Parish News

