
Romans Chapter 5 v1-11              
 
Aim of this text: By Christ, not only are we justified, but we 
are saved from judgment and share in God’s glory 
 
Introduction: A man was bet £100 he couldn’t give it away on 
the street in fivers. He lost the bet. 
Perhaps the passers-by thought it was a scam. Perhaps there 
was a catch. Perhaps they were too busy to stop. Perhaps they 
were too well-off to care.. 
What I have to say today will be of no interest to those who 
think there is a catch, or who are too busy, or who don’t care. 
 
1. We are justified 
v9 
 
 At the heart of the Christian faith is the voluntary sacrifice 
made by Jesus Christ, and his subsequent resurrection. 
What is the purpose of this? 
In a reflection of the OT sacrifice of an unblemished lamb at 
Passover to atone for sin, the death of Jesus has the effect of 
bringing about our forgiveness, and resulting in our 
justification. 
If, on a sheet of paper, with jumbled non-aligned text, we press 
the justification key, all the text is perfectly aligned. 
So through Christ, Christians become justified and made right, 
or righteous. 
But we have to believe this if it is to take place; ie if we have 
faith (v1).  

This results in a condition of peace with God – no more 
fear of judgment or wrath (9). 
We are freed from the fear of death (Heb 2:15) 
Death is inescapable and yet I can see through it. 
No longer is it just a coffin. 
And how I long to share this message with everyone! 
 
I sent an inspiring bible passage from Hebrews to my 
sister in Australia not long ago. 
Over the years I have prayed for her and tried to share my 
faith, but she resists each time. 
I have a good friend in one of our villages with whom I 
have had long conversations about Christianity – but he 
refuses to believe any of it. 
We are made ‘just’ through faith. All we need to do is to 
accept that £5 note - that is, to believe the offer of 
justification written in the Bible. 
 
I suspect that you know all of this. But if you don’t,  take 
the Pew News home and meditate on the passage. 
It is hugely powerful. 
And if its enormity of truth causes you to weep, let it! And 
then consider how to share this astonishing grace with a 
friend. 
 
 
 
 
 



2. We have the hope of glory 
 v2b 
 
 What is the point of justification, being made just and being 
made right through Christ’s sacrifice? 
Well, if our sins are now dealt with we can live at peace in this 
world – and we can have joy too (rejoice)! 
This is peace in knowing we are delivered from judgment, and 
joy in knowing that instead of judgment we share in the glory 
of God when we come before him (Rev 22:3b-5) 
Now this is what is called hope. 
In his letter to the Colossians Paul refers to ‘Christ in you, the 
hope of glory’ (1:27) 
He also refers to the ‘God of hope’ (Rom 15:13) – that is, he is 
the Author - not the subject of it. 
 
As my Greek/English dictionary has it, hope is ‘the full 
manifestation and realisation of that life which is already in the 
believers’ possession’. 
‘Hope, stored up for you in heaven’ as Paul puts it in Col 1:5 
 
 Some years ago Judi and I were invited to stay for a week in 
Barbados. We had plenty of time to arrange and prepare for it. 
We hoped all would go well in the travel arrangements, we 
hoped we would keep well, we hoped we would have a 
wonderful time. 
And when that first morning after the night flight I woke up in 
a beautiful garden with warm sunshine, singing birds and 
bright blue sea, I thought I might be in heaven – with the glory 
of God! 

But our hope is more than that – we know everything is 
‘already in our possession’ - no need to worry that it might 
go wrong! 
 
I deeply regret that as yet my sister and my friend don’t 
have this hope of glory. And that so many of my 
neighbours are entirely ignorant of all of this. 
What can be done? 
I must live my life as a Christian and take what 
opportunities I can to tell them about this. 
And so must you, if you are generous – to share the gift 
that Jesus Christ has brought to us. 
 
Summary: If we believe in Jesus, and what he promises 
us, then we are made just in his sight. Furthermore, we 
have an indestructible hope, a guarantee of glory when we 
die. 
 
 
 
Prayer:   We can’t thank you enough, Lord Jesus, for the 
life you gave so that we might have that life which you  
have in heaven. Help us to share this with others. 


