
Pentecost 2020 
 
Today is Pentecost / Whitsunday.  This is the last big feast day in the church, before 
we enter ordinary or normal time but what is normal time at the moment?   
 
Today we’re wearing red because red is the liturgical colour of the Holy Spirit.  Red is 
the colour of fire and symbolises the presence of God.  Just as Moses saw the 
burning bush as a symbol of God’s presence, so we wear red today as a symbol of 
God’s presence with us, but also as a reminder of the coming of the Spirit on that first 
Pentecost after the resurrection and ascension of Jesus. 
 
The Day of Pentecost tells of remarkable transformations in the lives of Jesus’ 
disciples. This change was in sharp contrast to their lives fifty days earlier.  Within 
the span of seven weeks, by Pentecost, we see a transformation in the disciples’ 
courage. They now speak openly to large crowds, declaring Jesus was resurrected 
from the dead. They boldly confront the civil and religious authorities. They defy 
orders and threats that they will be imprisoned if they continue to speak about 
Jesus. 
  
Seven weeks earlier they denied they even knew Him. Now, nothing can stop them 
from openly publicising what they know to be true. These men will devote the rest 
of their lives to the daily transformation made possible by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Pentecost was never intended to be a once only affair. Today we are celebrating the 
coming of the Holy Spirit on that first Pentecost in much the same way Christians have 
done over the millennia. 

We heard in the Gospel this morning, all this had been promised, that the Holy Spirit 
would be received. All those fears and doubts, all those reasonable objections to 
Jesus’ command evaporated. The Church was on the move.  The Church was 
intended to be on the move. It was not intended to remain in Upper Rooms. It was 
intended for the street, for people, and places everywhere. 
 
The Holy Spirit wasn’t given so individuals could have a form of “spirituality” just for 
themselves. The Holy Spirit wasn’t given to an elite group so that they could practice 
a religion close to their political opinions, left, right, or centre. The Holy Spirit was 
given to the Church to enable it to be the Church. In the power of the Spirit, the Church 
is enabled to put things together and to be together. 
 
The Holy Spirit doesn’t guarantee that the decisions we make together are wise or 
good. The Holy Spirit guarantees that the Church and the Church’s mission will go 
on and on until kingdom come. It is the truth of kingdom which is, and is to come, 
into which the Spirit leads us. 
 
We still have so much to learn, so much to do, and we continue to feel our way forward 
as a pilgrim people together. We seek to do the will of God, and to enable our 
communities, young and mature alike to move closer to the heart of God. We begin to 
look seriously at how our church buildings can better serve the Church, rather than 
just be the Church. 
 



It is said that a certain guide lived in the deserts of Arabia who never lost his way. He 
carried with him a homing pigeon with a very fine cord attached to one of its legs. 
When in doubt as to which path to take, he threw the bird into the air. The pigeon 
quickly strained at the cord to fly in the direction of home, and thus led the guide 
accurately to his goal. So, too, the Holy Spirit, the heavenly Dove, is willing and able 
to direct us in the best ways to serve God and others. The Spirit is our constant 
companion when we are faced with difficult decisions. He helps us to live the spirit-
filled life as a child of God. 

The Spirit binds us together into the church. There can be little doubt that all of us 
here this morning are all individuals; no one is alike. We have our unique talents and 
gifts. We come from different backgrounds.  Nevertheless, it has survived over so 
many centuries in spite of the diversity of its members. That’s what makes the church 
so special. The Spirit binds us together in order to care for one another, love one 
another, pray for one another, encourage one another, help one another to share the 
Good News about Jesus with others. 

The Holy Spirit is to the Church what air is to every human being. Air surrounds us so 
completely that we sometimes forget it’s there. We breathe it without always realising 
what we’re doing. So it is with the Holy Spirit.  He empowers our lives. He deepens 
our faith. He motivates our mission. And he demonstrates beyond the shadow of a 
doubt that God has a plan for all people – to know Jesus as Lord and Saviour. 

At Pentecost, God's promised Holy Spirit descended on us all. At our baptism God's 
Spirit descended upon us as individuals. Maybe we've become a little blasé, a little 
lackadaisical, a little lukewarm. The Spirit wants to work in all of us – to make us into 
a church that is living, renewed, refreshed, revitalised to do his work – to be the church, 
ready with gospel, ready to draw all people into the warmth of God's presence. 

The purpose of the Spirit is to make the love of God alive in us.  The most powerful 
force in the world is as powerful as the presence of our atmosphere of air.  The most 
powerful force in the world is the love of God and the purpose of the Spirit is to energise 
that life within us.  The purpose of the Spirit is to make the church alive.   
 
God has promised to pour out his Spirit; on us, on all people.  Let us welcome that gift, 
find our tongues, and share the amazing good news that we have: that God loves us, 
God forgives us, and God offers us a life which is beyond the most wonderful thing 
we can imagine.  
 
Let us pray: 
Spirit of God, Lord and Giver of Life, moving between us and around us, like wind or 
water or fire; breathe into us your freshness that we may awake.  Cleanse our vision 
that we may see more clearly.  Kindle our senses that we may feel more sharply and 
give us the courage to live as you would have us live, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 
 


