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Reasons to be cheeRful...

Hope Springs Eternal:

Clocks forward; Spring is here!

Churches open for Easter Day!

Hope and patience rewarded!
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enthusiastically cheered on their way by

their sponsors, families out to enjoy the

spectacle and the occasional dog unable

to resist splashing into the river to assist.

The Covid pandemic put paid to

holding the Duck Race at Easter this year

- but all is not lost. Government regula-

tions permitting, we hope to hold our

Duck Race in June (Saturday 21st June ,

launch time 12 noon.) Watch this space for

confirmation but make a diary date now

to come and join us to celebrate one of

our first chances of a safe and fun outdoor

get together.

SEEDLING
AND 

PLANT SALE

Saturday May 22nd in Heytesbury

in aid of the churches.

Calling all gardeners and growers! 

We will be holding our annual seedling

sale again this year. We have been

promised Hostas and Hellebores and veg

growers are already sowing seeds.

We look forward to seeing you.

More info - Ali 841192

EDITORIAL

As you will see from the front and back

page, we have two paintings to display.

When I received them they made me smile

and hence, the reasons to be cheerful on

our front page. We are heading towards a

sense of normality and if everyone follows

the rules we will get there. There is a

drawing challenge on page 6 and if you

would like to contribute please send to

the editor for inclusion in the gallery

which is in next month’s edition. 

       Finally, to all the children out

there, I know you have gone back to

school but have you a drawing, story or

poem you would like to share; this

magazine is as as much about you as it is

for the adults.

RC
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Editor Robin Culver 840790
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THE 
HEYTESBURY DUCK RACE

Easter Saturday traditionally sees the an-

nual Heytesbury Charity Village Duck

Race. Hundreds of small yellow plastic

sponsored ducks are launched from the

River Wylye bridge nearest to Heytesbury

Church.

A huge flotilla of numbered ducks,

often a thousand strong, float down the

river navigating the bends and banks to-

wards our other Bridge at the Mill Pond

which is the finishing line. The ducks are

HEYTESBURY DUCK RACE 2021

SATURDAY 26Th JUNE 2021
It ’s happening after all thanks to the generosity of the Piscatorial Society

DUCKS IN WATER & RACE STARTS - 12 NooN
Start: Tytherington Road Bridge – Finish: Heytesbury Mill

Ducks £1.00 each
Prizes for 1st 2nd 3rd & booby prize  

Proceeds to Heytesbury Church

Buy ducks in advance - Heytesbury Post Office. Red Lion, 
Tina Sitwell (01985840556) or on the day in the Churchyard  

JEREMY COLTMAN 
WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Are your investments reviewed regularly,
and are you making the best returns for
your money in the most tax efficient way? 

Do you know the rules on  pensions/
drawdown and the best way to draw your
pension with tax efficiency in mind?

Do you know what tax your estate might
pay with inheritance tax, and how to
reduce this? 

You insure your dog, house contents and
mobile phone so why not the most
valuable thing in your life, yourself?

If you would like a free no obligation initial review meeting, then please give me a call

M:07976 398194•E:jeremy.coltman@sjpp.co.uk•www.jeremycoltmanwm.co.uk

NO artificial colourings or additives
w A healthier choice of Indian cuisine w

A36, Codford, Warminster, BA12 0JZ
Tel: 01985 850081/851260 Email:info@toran.co.uk

Wiltshire’s Premier Indian Restaurant and Takeaway

Think Indian; dine... 

For all your training wobbles

Julia IMDT qualified PRO DOG certified

Classes and 1 to 1 sessions

web wobblydogtraining.com

call 07795572295

email julia@wobblydogtraining.com
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We have now been given a timetable to

come out of the latest lockdown. Jabs

have been given and it is all looking good!

I think that the last twelve months have

been a steep learning curve. What now

can be thought of as normal? Is there such

a thing? Spending my time in a wheelchair

has given me the time to do a little

exploring both practically and spiritually.  

I have, increasingly, become

more aware over these past months of

how God matters to me. I spend a lot of

time seeking inside myself and praying.

Things I took for granted are no longer

available to me. So that seeking for what

is inside has become more important in my

life. With the world in such turmoil. Some

GRAVE TALK

When we came out of the first lockdown

last summer I wrote an article for the

September Parish News about ‘Grave

Talk’, a resource from the Church of

England to help people start thinking and

talking about death, dying and funerals. In

an informal café style gathering round a

table, people reflect together on their

fear of death and experience of funerals.

Further lockdown restrictions prevented

this from going ahead. I just wanted to let

all of you who expressed an interest in

‘Grave Talk’ know that I am still planning

to go ahead with this when restrictions

will allow groups to meet together safely

which will probably be late summer early

Autumn (hopefully!).

Rev Clifford Stride 

who follow the rules. And some who don’t.  

Maybe they think they are invincible,

maybe they will realise that no one is in-

vincible, before it is too late. We can only

pray, and wait for what the future holds

for us all. 

What is normal? I suspect we no

longer know. The future will be different

and I think that now, more than ever, we

need the faith, trust and love that is in us

for God and each other. Walking with

Christ means that the future may never be

the same but with all we have learnt, we

move to a future with hope, using all that

we have learnt from these strange times. 

May the love of Christ go with us 

all the way! Blessings Diana

mILITARY mINISTRIES
INTERNATIONAL 

MMI.org is a Christian organisation which

aims to serve Christians in the Armed

Forces of every country in the world. We

support one another in fellowship and

prayer. When we can, we meet at

conferences and seminars for training and

development in the scriptures and in

leadership. ‘Seeing what God might do if

every military Christian had someone to

stand with’ is our motto. 

          Robin Hungerford is a member of

the Middle East Prayer Group. If you would

like to know more, please call him on

01985 840522.

THE UPPER WYLYE VALLEY TEAM            

LOVING OUR NEIGHBOUR AS CHRIST LOVES US
Have you been told that you need to self-isolate? 

Do you need some support?
If you would like a chat, prayers, spiritual, pastoral or
practical support and help, please do call someone from
the numbers below 

TEAM RECTOR
The Revd Trudy Hobson (day off Friday)

upperwylyevalleyteam@gmail.com    840081

MINISTRY TEAM
Team Vicar
The Revd Clifford Stride (on duty Tues.Wed.Sun)

cgstride@btinternet.com 850941
Ordained Ministers with Permission to Officiate
The Revd Diana Hammond 841185 

dmhammond241@gmail.com 
The Revd Jane Shaw 850141 

shawjane2005@gmail.com
The Revd Jayne Buckles 851176

jaynebuckles@btinternet.com
The Revd Robin Hungerford 840522

rhungerford157@gmail.com
The Revd Jonathan Hiscox (day off Friday)
jonathan.hiscox@btinternet.com 851250
Licensed Lay Minister
Katherine Venning LLM 840283

katherine.venning@gmail.com

CHURCHWARDENS
Boyton & Corton Post vacant 
Codford St Mary Derek Buckles 851176
Codford St Peter Barbara Tomlinson 850156 

Alasdair McGregor 850073
Heytesbury Tina Sitwell 840556 
Knook Robert Pottow 850285
Norton Bavant John Acworth 840134

Edward Moore 840420 
Sherrington Betty & Nigel Lewis 850496 
Sutton Veny Brian Long 840352
Tytherington Caroline Lester-Card 840022 
Upton Lovel Andrew Cumming 850834

LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS
Codford Henry Collins 850193 
Norton Bavant Didee Acworth 840134 
Heytesbury: Roger Hammond 841185 

Alison Tebbs 841192
Upton Lovell Sue Bray 850702

BELL RINGERS Nick Claypoole 850724
PARISH CHOIR Katherine Venning 840283

Our vision is to be open, welcoming, growing and inclusive churches, 

living within the love of God, and sharing God's love and life with others.

upperwylyevalleyteam.com

mINISTRY TEAm LETTER

THOUGHT fOR THE mONTH

On the first day of the week, very early

in the morning, the women took the

spices they had prepared and went to

the tomb. They found the stone rolled

away from the tomb, but when they

entered, they did not find the body of

the Lord Jesus. While they were

wondering about this, suddenly two men

in clothes that gleamed like lightning

stood beside them. In their fright the

women bowed down with their faces to

the ground, but the men said to them,

‘Why do you look for the living among

the dead? He is not here; he has risen!

Remember how he told you, while he

was still with you in Galilee: “The Son

of Man must be delivered over to the

hands of sinners, be crucified and on the

third day be raised again.”’

Then they remembered his words.

(Luke chapter 24 verses1-7)   RH

Alicia Jackson

Freelance Transcriber
a.s.jackson@hotmail.co.uk

Recent Works include:-

4 x WWII Diaries 
(donated to Imperial War Museum)

1 x Travel diary

Proof Read 

Oxs & Bucks LI 
(soon to be published)

Puppy & Dog Training Classes, 

Behaviour Consultations, Dog

Walking, Dog Sitting & Day Care

Please contact Celia Callan BSc
(Hons) Dip CABC

Tel: 01985 248277      
Mob: 07806779749

celiacallanpuppyschool@hotmail.com
www.doggietraining.co.uk
www.puppyschool.co.uk

Professional,
Qualified & Insured Tutor
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village primary school before attending

Whitstone Comprehensive at Shepton

Mallet. Further education was completed

at Strode Tertiary College, Street, and

University College Cardiff, before heading

out into the big, wide world to work for

a Church in Bedford, and at St George’s

Crypt, a night shelter in Leeds although

there were several holiday jobs before

this.

Training for ordination took place at

the Queen’s Theological College in

Birmingham, returning, as Curate, to the

Diocese of Bath and Wells before

It has been suggested that, as I have

recently joined the Ministry team in these

parishes, I tell you a little bit more about

myself, rather than remain a ‘shadowy

figure’.

I have been very privileged to join

with many of you in worship during

the years I have lived here, as a

member of the congregation and, from

conversations, some of you will already

know that I work at Sutton Veny House

Nursing Home.

Over this time I have prayerfully

sought God’s Will concerning a return to

a form of ministry which has culminated

in my licensing, by the Bishop of

Ramsbury, as an Associate Priest in the

Upper Wylye Valley Team – something

which is, for me, both an honour and

privilege.

I am originally from Somerset,

growing up in a village on the Mendips,

where I was a regular member of the

Church congregation and went to the

NEW MEMBER OF THE MINISTRY TEAM

becoming a Team Vicar in the same

Diocese. After 8 years as Team Vicar,

I moved to become a Rector in this

Diocese,  although I had associations with

Wiltshire for many years through family

friends living in Westbury.

I have various hobbies and interests,

including train travel, photography,

reading and walking, as well as

listening to more ‘modern’ music…

something which means I probably need

an education in classical styles...

So there’s a little bit more about me

and I know we’ll learn much more about

each other as we continue our journey

together in these glorious parishes that

make up this amazing Upper Wylye Valley

Team that we’re part of.

Jonathan Hiscox

A couple of years ago I wrote an article for

the Parish News about the Diocesan initia-

tive for rural Benefices like ours called

‘Rural Hope’ 

Rural Hope, or Renewing Hope

through Rural Ministry and Mission as it is

also known, is our diocesan programme,

financially supported by the national

church, to enable Salisbury Diocese to be

a beacon diocese for the rural church

across the country. In Salisbury Diocese

90% of parishes and 50% of the population

is rural. Rural churches still maintain a

unique dynamic and deeply rooted place

in the wider community. The programme

will enable the Diocese to continue invest-

ing in identifying, nurturing and training

rural church leaders and congregations

who wish to engage with the local commu-

nity and take hold of mission opportunities

and move into church growth – to grow

spiritually, in faith and in numbers wor-

shipping in our local churches. To assist in

this process the Diocese has appointed

four Rural Field Officers (RFOs) to help

develop the process. More details are

available on the Diocesan website at

www.salisbury.anglican.org/ministry/rural

-hope. Our RFO is Claire Horton who

introduced herself to the Team Council

early last year. 

The Diocese has made much

progress over the past two years. Thrive

Communities have been created across

the Diocese and the Upper Wylye Valley

Team have joined the THRIVE programme.

I want to give you advance notice that a

presentation on the UWVT’s involvement

with the THRIVE programme is being pre-

pared for our Annual Parochial Church

Meetings during April, to tell you about

this exciting opportunity. CPAS is working

with the Diocese to develop Thrive Multi

Parish Benefice Learning Communities to

bring together lay and ordained leaders in

groups of 5–7 from each of several multi-

parish benefices in the diocese. They

meet five times over two years and are an

opportunity for groups of leaders to step

back, reflect, learn, share ideas and then

take action. Each group will be working on

an action plan they have devised of small

projects and ideas to implement over the

coming two years and beyond. These proj-

ects can encompass a wide range of activ-

ities and enterprises within the church and

community. If this appeals to you please

contact Rev Trudy or Rev Clifford. We hope

that over the coming months you will hear

more about “THRIVE”, including the

choice of our banner ‘Let us thrive not

just survive’. Rev Cliff Stride 

LET US THRIVE NOT JUST SURVIVE

SmALL CHANGE, BIG ImPACT
fOR THE ENVIRONmENT

CHOOSE FAIRTRADE

With around 80 million sold each year in

the UK, it is clear that Easter Eggs are a

favourite at this time of year. This year

choose Fairtrade, which helps places like

Ivory Coast and Ghana be more sustain-

able by guaranteeing minimum prices and

providing a Fairtrade Premium to invest in

local communities, so farmers can provide

a better future for themselves and their

families.

Trudy Hobson Team Rector

          

licEnsing of JonAthAn hiscox, A zooM

wElcoME, bY thE bishop of RAMsbuRY.
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I .N.  NEWMAN LTD

Family Controlled Independent

Funeral Directors

Private Chapels of Rest
24 Hour Care and Assistance

at a time of Bereavement

Nominated Funeral Director for:
Golden Charter

Pre-payment funeral plan

MONUMENTAL MASONS

Griffin House,
55 Winchester Street Salisbury, SP1 IHL

Telephone: 01722413136
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(Chippenham) where he studied

agriculture, and was an active member of

Warminster young Farmers and he met

Elizabeth who was a member of Wilton

young Farmers.

Elizabeth and Michael married in

April 1966.  Robert was born, followed by

Richard and then Nicholas. The good news

of a third son was reported in the

‘FOCUS on the Parish’, the Newsletter for

Heytesbury with Tytherington and Knook

in 1974 – ‘Congratulations to Mr and Mrs

Pottow whose duet of potential farmers

has been converted into a trio.’ They did

all become farmers.

The farm and dairy herd were always

central to his life. When Michael created

the Eastknook Herd, he made the decision

to change from shorthorns to British

Friesians, and he persuaded his father

that as each Shorthorn was sold it was to

be replaced with a Friesian. The first

he bought were from Jim Elliott’s Gem

family and there are still more Gems in

the herd than any other family.

D O W N  O N  T H E  F A R M

there for other species. R M

Michael showed cattle at many local

shows with great success and that

continued once Richard started helping. 

The first annual Wiltshire Friesian

club show was the first of many to be held

at the farm. In 1982 he was invited to be

on the judging panel of the British

Friesian Society which resulted in trips all

over the country, judging. 

The farm has changed greatly over

the years; the progress and change we

have made have been solely down to

Michael’s encouragement and drive,

telling Robert, Richard and Nicholas that

they should never stand still, always look

for the next opportunity.

Michael and Elizabeth followed

Stanley and Molly with a close involve-

ment with Knook and St Margaret’s

Church. Many people remember seeing

him on the family-perch pumping the

organ, a tradition carried on via Robert to

Michael’s grandson Jamie.

Kit Pottow

Professional
Handymen you
can depend on

Delivering 

maintenance, repair

and renovation services

CALL US FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

07939805908

www.brbservices.co.uk
quoteme@brbservices.co.uk

MICHAEl POTTOW 16.12.1941-26.1.2021

A day or so after Michael died, Robert was

walking the dogs in the meadow.  It was a

clear starry sky and the light was just

fading; he could hear birdsong, see some

spring growth in the grass, and he thought

of his father and the farm, and his

grandfather Stanley, feeding pigs and

chickens in a photo we have. We had

calves born the day Michael died; it was

then that Robert realised the farm is not

just a business and our home, it is its own

living entity that we as farmers pass

through during our lifetime, just as others

have done in the 500 or so years that East

Farm has existed. Michael was just that:

a father first, but central to the farm’s

life and we as a family will keep it going

just for him.

Michael was born at home on the

farm in Knook, and early schooling

included Greenways (which is now Ashton

Gifford House). When he was at

Dauntseys, the school had its own milking

herd, and he would milk the cows every

morning, then have a fried breakfast

before school started. The highlight of

Michael’s week was Sunday lunch, and he

would walk 4 miles across the fields to his

Aunt and Uncle at Potterne Park Farm

before returning to school with them in

the car. He was awarded Best Student

of the year at Lackham College

THATCHCRAFT LIMITED
Ellis Butcher 

Master  Thatcher

Tel: 01985 877122
Mob: 07778 598851

E: ellisbutcher@live.co.uk
www.thatchcraft.co.uk

• Residential property • Commercial property

• Family • Corporate              

• Wills, trusts & probate • Employment

• Personal injury   • Dispute resolution 

FROME
01373 485485

TROWBRIDGE
01225 755621

WARMINSTER
01985 217464



of concentration needed. With a photo-

graph you can arrange your expression to

be one you would like to capture.

          The drawing I have included is

made of lines, mainly straight ones,

closely packed or cross-hatched for the

darker areas. This was a quick sketch,

done from a photograph in about 20 min-

utes, which helps keep it quite lively. It is

very easy to overwork a picture and lose

some of the character.

          Do have a go. Most people can lay

their hands on paper and a pencil, so no

excuses. It would be great to have a

picture gallery of readers one month.

AR

As you may have read in a recent editorial

in the Parish News, we would love to be

able to show some of your art work in this

publication. Most of our editions are black

and white, the perfect medium to show

off your pencil or charcoal drawings.

This month the challenge is to draw a

portrait, either of yourself or a willing

sitter. It is easier to draw from a

photograph as the subject is then static

and the light doesn’t change. If you take

a photograph, light the person from one

side, to give you good shadows to define

the face. When I tried to draw myself by

looking in a mirror, I ended up with a very

stressed looking me because of the level

A N O T H E R  D R A W I N G  C H A L L E N G E

TURBO’S DOG BLOG FOR SPRING

(a cast up to the elbow, I have been told

to add). She is not in pain any longer, but

it itches like mad and, like Sleeping

Beauty being protected from anything

sharp after being cursed by the evil fairy,

the Guvnor has been hiding knitting

needles and skewers to prevent additional

injury being caused. He is also chief cook

and bottle-washer and has banned the

family ‘joke’ about us all aspiring to the

Covid symptoms (NOT the virus, naturally)

of not being able to smell or taste any of

his cooking. I know what I am talking

about as our breakfasts are abnormally

full of rejected human food. She slipped

on the ice, something anyone of any age

can do, and is keen to affirm that this was

nothing to do with ‘having a fall’ or

‘taking a tumble’.

          In his spare time the Guvnor has

been watching rather more telly than

usual and I have been surprised to find

him glued to the odd programme that he

normally wouldn’t dream of switching on.

First, there were some warm tributes to

Ian St John, that stalwart of the Liverpool

football team who scored 118 goals for

The Reds in his time. This prompted the
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Easter is the springboard into springtime,

and both bring with them a warming of

weather, the blooming of bulbs dormant

throughout the ‘dark ages’ and a lifting of

the spirits that have been dulled by

lockdown and the curtailment of

freedom. Importantly, the Guvnor’s

granddaughter has told him that orange-

flavoured chocolate mini-eggs are exempt

from Lent restrictions.

          Since my last report, the Guvnor’s

wife has broken her wrist and is plastered

Guvnor to recall driving through ‘Livver-

pule’ in the early 70s on his way to

catch the ferry to Belfast and spotting a

large hoarding outside a church that

proclaimed, ‘What would yOU do if Jesus

Christ came back?’ Someone had added,

‘I’d move Ian St John to Inside Left’.

          Here, there is a useful addition to

the Budgen’s facilities in Codford provided

by an ‘open all hours’ kiosk called Milly

Moo’s. It dispenses milk and milk shakes

and the Guvnor, with me in tow, made our

way over to see how it works only to be

told by a woman that the machine seemed

not to be working. I am ashamed to report

that the Guvnor replied, “As they say in

Eastenders, ‘That’s bang ow’ of awder;

lazy cow.’” I cowered behind his wellies.  

TV AERIAL systems,
satellite systems, cctv,

repairs and new installation

Kevin McEvoy
ktvsystems@btinternet.com

07939 156912 or 840841



recent years along with the decline in

insects world wide fly life on the chalk

streams has declined.

There are many reasons for this,

climate change, pollution, abstraction,

habitat destruction, urban development

leading to accelerated run off of rain

water and probably many others. The

hatches have become briefer and more

erratic in terms of dates. 

Looking back on my fishing life

many of the highlights are memorable for

the fly hatch rather than for the numbers

or size of fish caught. I remember in

particular one day on the Wylye some

years ago when there was a heavy and

prolonged mayfly hatch. The trout and

grayling were feeding on them in the

river, the moorhens and ducks were

feeding on them on the surface, the grey

ANGLING NOTES 
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In February we always have a meeting

which has become called the FLy Day. The

purpose of this was to increase members

understanding of chalk streams and chalk

stream fishing. This year it was used to

inform members about some new fishing

which we are taking on in 2022 and of

course the meeting was carried out by

Zoom. It sounds very exciting and made

for a good meeting. 

The question which I ask myself

about some new water is “what is the fly

life like”?  The chalk streams have always

been famous for the wealth and depend-

ability of their fly life.  This consists of a

large range of ephemerid species

(mayflies large and small) and sedges plus

some land born species such as hawthorns

hatching at given times of the year and

above all else being reliable. However, in

wagtails, chaffinches, sedge warblers,

reed buntings, wrens, swallows and

martins were taking them as they took off

and high above was a hobby taking them

as they blew into the trees. 

I can not remember how many fish

I caught or how big they were but I do

remember the fly hatch and will always

remember it. What amazed me was the

amount of predation that was taking

place and yet I was confident that

sufficient were escaping to ensure that

the future of the species was secure. 

Where the environment is good

there is always a lot of slack in biological

systems which can carry natural levels of

predation; it is where man becomes

involved that things tend to go wrong.

Robin Mulholland

A  G O O D  R E A D

A VIEW oF ThE hARBoUR
A nOvEL BY ELizABETH TAYLOR

I have been a huge fan of Elizabeth Taylor

– no, not that one, since reading ‘Angel’

over thirty years ago. My favourite work

must be ‘The Devastating Boys’, eleven

exquisite short stories. I feel she is such

an underrated author, and recently a

reviewer in The Times agreed with me,

having reread ‘Angel’.

Elizabeth Taylor was born in 1912

and published eleven novels and five

volumes of short stories. She slightly went

out of fashion, being seen to be too

‘middle class’. Now, thanks mainly to

Virago, many of her novels have been

republished. On my last visit to

Waterstones, before lockdown, I spied a

beautifully designed paper back of

‘A View of the Harbour’. This was her

third novel published in 1947 when she

was thirty-five, and one I had never read

before!

I have always felt that if a book is

difficult to read, it is either badly written

or badly designed – or sometimes both.

I am not a Kindle fan, I love books, not

just for the content, but the way they

feel and look; the right choice of typeface

and cover design all add to the pleasure.

‘A View of the Harbour’ is built

around a group of people occupying the

sea front row of ‘buildings, shops, café

and pub’. Bertram, the elderly incomer,

and would-be artist; Robert and Beth, the

doctor and his novelist wife and their

daughters Prudence and Stevie; Tory,

Beth’s friend and next-door neighbour,

Lily Wilson, proprietress of the decrepit

Waxworks, and the domineering Mrs Bracy

and daughters Iris and Maisie.

Having been born by the sea,

I have both an affinity and nostalgia for

it, and Elizabeth Taylor’s lightly handled,

descriptions bring both the sounds and

salty scents to life.

Christine Powell

GRIFFIN’S GARAGE
• Servicing & Repairs • Diagnostics

• MOT’s (also arranged for trucks)

• Breakdown & Recovery Service

• Onsite & Mobile Service

• Cars • Vans • Plant •Trailers • Machinery

• Collection & Delivery Available

• Loan Car, Van & 4x4 Available

01985 840 800  www.griffauto.co.uk
Hill Road - Sutton Veny - BA12 7AT
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V I L L AG E  N E W S

IT’S GOOD TO BE BACK!

It was a long time coming but, finally, 8th

March 2021 came around and the children

at Wylye Valley C of E Primary School,

Codford, were back where they belong.

Teachers had spent the previous couple of

weeks getting ready for their ‘full-size’

classes’ return – putting together a

robust teaching schedule and ensuring

appropriate pastoral care for all. 

          After-school clubs were sorted out,

including the ever-popular Forest School

Club run by Lynn Blood, as well as

Gardening Club and a variety of action-

packed sports clubs.

          The bright sunny Monday morning

was reflected in the smiles of both

parents and children as they made their

way through the school gates - each

greeted personally by Head Teacher

Robert Barnes. Naturally, a few children

were a little nervous as they made their

way into class, having spent the past nine

weeks at home. The nerves soon melted

away, however, as they re-acquainted

themselves with one another and shared

stories. 

          Many were excited for the

upcoming World Book Day and had been

planning their costumes the week before.

Nell, in year 4, said “I am going to be

Charlie from ‘The Racehorse Who

Wouldn’t Gallop’”, while Molly, also year

4 chipped in “I am going to be the Worst

Witch but I can’t figure out how to fit my

broom in the car!”.

By the end of the first proper day back it

was agreed by the adults that it was fan-

tastic to have all the children back and

the classrooms and playground buzzing

with excitement and laughter. Rob Barnes

said “It’s great to have everyone back

under one roof. I’m not sure I could have

taken many more Zoom meetings!”

Sam Horgan

BOYTON AND CORTON CUTTINGS 

Our phone box library, which has really

proved its worth during lockdown, is due

to be refurbished as soon as it can be

arranged. Unfortunately at present it is

not completely weatherproof.

          Those walking the Corton circuit

know that not all of the drainage ditches

are flowing as they should, creating a bit

of an ice rink at times. Plans are afoot to

clear the appropriate drains.

          The cows, to their obvious delight,

are back in our neighbouring fields. They

are accompanied by a small flock of Little

Egrets doing a good impression of Cattle

Egrets, digging in the churned up mud

with their long bills in search of a tasty

morsel.

CODFORD

DANCING lIFTS SPIRITS 

at Wylye Valley School

The final week of term three at Wylye

Valley C of E Primary School, Codford, was

rounded off with a virtual visit from Caz

‘The Dance Lady’ (aka Caroline Newman).

Throughout the week she held an online

dance session with each of the four

classes (Little Einsteins, Galileo, Franklin

and Newton) via the online meeting app

‘Zoom’. This meant that all the children

in the classes, both at school and at

home, had the opportunity to join in with

a special dance session targeted at their

age group and expertly coordinated by

Caz.

          The virtual visit was particularly

special because, under normal circum-

stances, the annual primary schools’ West

Wiltshire Dance Festival, held at the

Forum in Bath, would have taken place

this week. Even though this school event

was a considerably pared-down affair all

the children, both in school and at home,

had an excellent time. Riva and Lottie

(year 5) both agreed, ‘It was fabulous!’

Caz was especially impressed as Rob

Barnes (Head Teacher) took part in all of

the sessions ‘the only head across the 60

plus schools I’ve worked with to do so!’

          Indeed, the dance sessions were

such a hit that a couple more have been

arranged for the next term.

When contacting advertisers please 
tell them that you read about them ! !

need your hair done at home?

Denise Nicoll
01985 303311

for all your hairdressing needs
FULLY INSURED

The Warminster mobile (State Registered)Hairdresser
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DUST OFF YOUR

TENNIS 

RACQUETS!

At last! By the time you read this,

hopefully, tennis will be allowed again.

The nets will be returned and the courts at

Codford will be open for play on 29th

March (as long as Boris ok’s it.) We do hope

that many will be out with their racquets –

limbering up for a really good season.

          This brings us to our AGM – the start

of our ‘tennis year’ at Codford. If you don’t

have people to play with, why not join the

club? Each week there are organised

sessions for club members – in the summer

at 6 on Tuesday, at 4 and 6 on Friday

evenings (this timing creeps earlier as the

nights close in, but there is always

Saturdays for those who work later), and

10.30 on Saturday mornings. Members may

organise their own 4’s and play at any time

(other than Club times). We seek to team

pairs to encourage fun, and sometimes

really quite good play. We don’t take it too

seriously though!

          The Community of the Parish of

Codford may use the courts for tennis

whenever they are not in use. 

V I L L AG E  N E W S

HEYTESBURY

Heytesbury Churchyard is a beautiful space

for our village and for visitors. With a small

team of volunteers we do our best to keep

it neat and tidy. But we are an elderly

bunch (!) and would be so grateful for

others to join us. Please contact Robin

Hungerford on 01985 840522.

          If you would like to find out more

about us, why not join us for our AGM

on Wednesday, 14th April at 6pm? Unfortu-

nately, we won’t be able to gather in

person so the meeting will be over Zoom.

you won’t even have to leave home to join

us! you can’t vote this year, but you can

still express your views. Please let us know

on lawntennisclubcodford@gmail.com that

you would like the invitation and we look

forward to seeing you then. For more info,

contact Vincie on 850239, or for a mem-

bership form at the bottom of the page:

https://sites.google.com/site/codford-

lawntennisclub/codford-lawn-tennis-club

E.G. MARTIN LTD
WESTBURY (01373)

822784 / 864676

01373 813132

07931 766553

PRAYER GROUP
We pray daily. 

If you have any prayer requests,

please call Anne on 840339.
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finches, perhaps 50 in number and

amongst them possibly 10 yellowhammers.

That was a welcome sight as in common

with many farmland birds they are in

decline. In the village the female swan was

showing interest in the small island and

Lee Capel put some straw there as nesting

material. I hope she shows her approval.

A delight to see the hedge at the end of

Parson’s Path being cut and laid so

skilfully, it will look wonderful when it is

completed.

          Another belated welcome! This

time to David and Emma Gregory with sons

William and Ben. They moved into no 5 at

Christmas and they are most welcome.

Having coped with a seriously muddy

winter they can now enjoy a Sherrington

Spring.

BL

BEllS RESTORED AND RE-HUNG AT

All SAINTS NORTON BAVANT

After Covid they will ring again... Our bells

in Norton Bavant have been restored and

re-hung for the first time in over 150

years. The oldest bell is 600 years old. This

bell has witnessed so much history: 29

Monarchs, The Reformation, The English

Civil War and two World Wars to name but

a few! It was cast shortly after the Black

Death and was there for the Great Plague,

Spanish Flu at the end of the first World

War and now Covid 19. There are five bells

and the heaviest is just under 1 ton.

          The bells were lowered from the

bell tower in September and were taken to

John Taylor & Co in Loughborough, the last

bell founders in the Country.

          Our Rector Trudy writes ‘In the past

there were many bell founders across the

Country and many local to Norton Bavant,

as can be seen in all five of our bells.

Our 1556 tenor bell was cast by Purdue &

Bolter in Salisbury and our 1711 bell cast

by Edward Lott in Warminster. Our oldest

bell as mentioned above was cast in about

V I L L AG E  N E W S

SHERRINGTON

April is a time of yellow smiles. I suppose

it begins during March with daffodils

nodding and swaying in groups of vibrant

colours. Winter Jasmine is still in flower,

there are spikes of yellow forsythia and

mahonia flowers are welcomed by first

Bumble Bees. Primroses smile with softer

faces; enamelled stars of Celandine light

up hedge bottoms and trespass in gardens.

Blackthorn is beautiful now, five fragile

petals encircling stamens almost fine as

hairs. When massed together they form a

froth of white in the hedgerow. First silver

slivers of Pussy Willow are showing soon to

explode into pollen-rich catkins. 

          Back in February, on 17th I heard

my first Spotted Woodpecker drumming. In

early March, a Brimstone Butterfly took

advantage of warm sunshine. A less

welcome sign of spring was a drowsy wasp

that had crawled into my sock. It was not

too drowsy to give me a hefty shot of

venom, big mistake! A surprise one after-

noon was a flock of Red Kites! We counted

29. Hard to understand such a number and

I wondered if there was something large

and dead somewhere; they are, after all

scavengers. I was relieved that they were

not circling over us!!

          Out walking Nigel saw a flock of

1380 and is the oldest example of a bell of

the Bristol Foundry remaining in Wiltshire.

(It is also one of the oldest bells in the

Country.)

          The five bells returned in

December; what a magnificent sight to see

these five bells of huge weight restored to

their former glory. Lifting them into the

bell tower by pulley was a wonderful sight

and a major operation.

          Upon the return of our bells we

were then able to hold a service to

re-consecrate and to commit to God the

work they will do in the years to come.

It was wonderful to gather together to

celebrate our bells. In the word of the

Liturgy ‘The message of the bells may

bring joy to the sad, penitence to sinners

and encouragement to the faithful and all

that seek truth. In the song of these bells

may we find peace in our souls.’

          This costly exercise could not have

been done without the wonderful legacy of

the Estate of the late Gordon Webb and

grants from the Warminster Area Board and

the Llewelyn Edwards Bell Restoration

Fund and the excellent work of Taylors,

the bell founders.

JCA

See photographs overleaf.

Wren House
Residence for the Retired and Elderly

Wren House in Warminster is a long-established, elegant retirement home,
specialising in individual care in gracious surroundings.

Having just thirteen rooms, each with a private bathroom, we are able to
offer the ambience of a family home, together with caring staff and the
facilities to enable our residents to grow old with dignity.

Mrs Lynn Boon, Manager
Wren House Limited, 32 Vicarage Street, Warminster BA12 8JF

Tel: 01985 212578

Business Telecoms

Up to 50% cheaper than BT! 

● Cloud phone sytems·

● Phone lines

● Super-Fast Broadband·

● 30 day rolling contract

We are a local company 

specialising in innovative 

business telecoms solutions.

Contact us for our latest offers

01985 620133

admin@apptel.co.uk
WWW.APPTEL.CO.UK

Stewart penny 
ServiceS

garden machinery
SaleS, Service & repairS

weSton nurSerieS
corton 
nr warminSter
Ba12 0SZ
tel 07714 212806

stewartpennyservices@outlook.com



A lOCKED CHURCH

Ah my dear Lord, the church is locked
but let my heart be open to your
presence.    lines by the Revd Alan Amos

Keep us, good lord,

under the shadow of your mercy.

Sustain and support the anxious,

be with those who care for the sick,

and lift up all who are brought low;

that we may find comfort

knowing that nothing can separate us

from your love 

in Christ Jesus our lord. Amen

OlD FRIENDS REMEMBERED

Our sympathy and love go to all those
who mourn the passing of 

June Swingler of Corton

HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY
Administrator  01985 620097

ST GEORGE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
31 Boreham Road, Warminster  BA12 9JP

PARISH PRIEST Fr Martin Queenan
ATTACHED PRIESTS

Fr Raymond Hayne                    Fr Malcolm Ferrier
01985 212329

DATES FOR ANNUAL PAROCHIAL
CHURCH MEETINGS IN APRIL 2021

These meetings may take place on zoom or the
venues will be announced nearer the dates,
depending on Government covid regulations.

Upton Lovell  Sunday 11th 

Boyton  Thursday 15th – 6.30pm 

Norton Bavant – Tuesday 20th – 7.00pm 

Codford St Peter  
Sunday 25th – 10.30am 

Heytesbury  Monday 26th – 7.00pm

Codford St Mary 
Monday 19th – 6.00pm 

Sutton Veny  Tuesday 13th – 6.00pm 

Sherrington – to be announced

OPENING TIMES OF OUR CHURCHES
      
Boyton                   Wednesday 10am – 4pm

Codford St Mary    Wednesday 
                              and Sunday 9am - 6pm

Codford St Peter     Wednesday, Saturday 
                              and Sunday All Day

Heytesbury             Thursday      9am – 1pm
                              Sunday         1pm – 4pm

Knook                    Thursday      6pm – 6.30pm

Norton Bavant       Contact Churchwarden
                              John Acworth 840134

Sherrington            ThursdayAll Day

Sutton Veny            Wednesday  9am – 1pm 
                              Saturday       1pm – 4pm

Tytherington          Closed            

Upton Lovell          Closed

UPPER WYLYE VALLEY TEAM WORSHIP in the UPPER WYLYE VALLEY APRIL 2021 
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Everyone is welcome to join our worship via zoom at 11 o’clock on a Sunday. If you

are not on the Rector’s mailing list, and wish to join us at the service, please email

upperwylyevalleyteam@gmail.com or phone the Rector 840081.

4th                               Codford St Peter                 6.00am          Easter Dawn Service
EASTER DAY                 Tytherington                       8.30am          Holy Communion (BCP)
                                    Codford St Mary                 9.30am          Easter Communion
                                    Sherrington                        9.30am          Easter Communion 
                                    Upton Lovell                       9.30am          Easter Communion
                                    Boyton                               9.30am          Easter Communion
                                    Norton Bavant                    9.30am          Easter Communion
                                    Knook                               11.00am          Matins (BCP)
                                    Sutton Veny                      11.00am          Easter Communion
                                    Zoom                                11.00am          Easter Day Service
                                    Heytesbury                         6.30pm          Confirmation Service
                                                                                 
11th                             Sutton Veny                        9.30am          Holy Communion 
2nd Sunday                  Zoom                                11.00am          Service of the word
of Easter                       Codford St Mary                 6.00pm          Evening Prayer (BCP)
                                                                                 
18th                             Boyton                                9.30am          Holy Communion
3rd Sunday                   Zoom                                11.00am          Service of the word
of Easter                       Heytesbury                         6.00pm          Evensong (BCP)
                                                                                 
25th                              Codford St Mary                 6.30am          Anzac Service
4th Sunday                   Heytesbury                         9.30am          Family Eucharist 
of Easter                       Zoom                                11.00am          Service of the word 
ST MARK                      Sutton Veny                        3.00pm          Anzac Service
                                    Upton Lovell                       6.00pm          Evensong (BCP)

F O A M & FEATHER
Made to Measure Cushions

● Three piece suites ● Campervans ● Caravans ● Boats ●

● Mattresses ● Occasional Chairs ● Protective Packaging ●

Please call me to discuss dimensions and pricing

T: 01985 840422  M: 07974 193776
E: chaiselongues@yahoo.co.uk  W: Kevinthomasupholstery.co.uk

BEllS RESTORED AND RE-HUNG AT

All SAINTS NORTON BAVANT 
See p10



U S E F U L  C O N TAC T  N U M B E R S

Area code 01985 unless otherwise stated
Please telephone 840283 to change or include a contact number

PARISH WEBSITES
Team www.upperwylyevalleyteam.com
Webmaster admin@newvalleywebdesign.com
Heytesbury www.heytesburyparish.co.uk
Norton Bavant www.nortonbavant.co.uk
Sutton Veny www.suttonveny.co.uk
SPORTS CLUBS 
Badminton (Codford)
     Dominique Beagley                    850952
Cricket (Heytesbury & Sutton Veny) 
     Chair: Justin Wagstaff                    840782
     Secretary: Robert Robson
Heytesbury Football Club 
     Martyn Spratt         07790 728197
Tennis (Codford) 
     Chair: Vincie Abbott                   850239 
     Secretary: Philip Spicer  850577
STARQUEST 
    Astronomy Club: Pete Lee        840093
SUTTON VENY FLOWER SHOW 
     www.suttonvenyflowershow.co.uk

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT      
    Dr Andrew Murrison MP          01225 358584
WILTSHIRE UNITARY COUNCILLORS 
    Andrew Davis                                      217431
     Christopher Newbury 01373 822508
     Fleur de Rhe-Philipe                           213193
POLICE: Warminster Neighbourhood Team 
     PC 2342 Helen Daveridge
     PCSO 7984 Candida Jackson 
     WarminsterAreaCPT@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk

Community Police (non-emergency) 101
PARISH COUNCILS
Boyton/Corton 
     Chair: Caroline Wheatley-Hubbard 850208
Codford Chair: Colin Beagley             850952
     Clerk: Karungi Grant 850523
     karungigrant.codfordparish@yahoo.com
Heytesbury Chair: Louise Morris              840153
     Clerk: Heather Parks FILCM       07970780424
Sutton Veny Chair: Valerie King     841104
     Clerk: Melissa Atyeo                    840821
Upton Lovell Chair: Steve Boxall             851171
     Clerk: Nicola Duke 01373 864127
     clerk@uptonlovell.org.uk
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Codford Branch: 
     Col Nick Quarrelle                851149
HEYTESBURY, HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN 
Administrator  01985 620097
DOCTORS’ SURGERY CODFORD 850298
CODFORD POST OFFICE (Budgens) 850345
HEYTESBURY POST OFFICE      840914
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
Codford Mike Davidson               850549
Corton John Rigby 850303
Heytesbury Peter Andrews                840517
Norton Bavant John Acworth                 840134
Sherrington Nigel Lewis 850496
Sutton Veny Peter Strangeways 840403

PRE-SCHOOL AND CHILDCARE GROUPS
    Codford Caterpillars 
     Kim West                    851030
     Heytesbury Hedgehogs
     Annette Pulvertaft                 840798
    Wylye Coyotes Afterschool Club 851713

     info@wylyecoyotes.com  
     or 07805 515863
PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
Codford, Wylye Valley
     Head: Robert Barnes                    850461
Heytesbury
     Head: Carole Godfrey                    840429
Sutton Veny
     Acting Head : Adam Lewis                  840428
     www.suttonveny.wilts.sch.uk
VILLAGE HALLS
Codford Secretary: Karungi Grant 850523
     secretary.codfordvh@gmail.com
     Bookings: Natasha Haughian             850133
     barsupervisor.codfordvh@gmail.com
Corton Fane Hall 
     Bookings: Tina Kerr 850373
Sutton Veny Chair: Alan Russell   840 883
     Newsletter: Richard Jackman              840899
     svvhnewsletter@gmail.com 
     Bookings: Gay Woods                     840057
     svvhbookings808@gmail.com
Upton Lovell Bookings: Ros Coombs 851277
WOOLSTORE THEATRE 
    Codford Post Office          850345
    Booking Theatre: Anne Twinn                850004
CODFORD GARDENING CLUB
    Karen Johnstone                    850258
CODFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
    Sir William Mahon 850586 
     Sally Thomson 850339
CODFORD LADIES CIRCLE
Evelyn Read  850831

https://upperwylyevalleyteam.com/team/parish-news/
When contacting advertisers, please tell them that you read about them in the Parish News

  DAVIS &

  LATCHAM
YOUR INDEPENDENT

LOCAL ESTATE AGENT

WITH EXPERIENCE

SPANNING FIVE DECADES

43 Market Place Warminster

Wilts BA12 9AZ

(01985) 846985

www.davislatcham.co.uk


