
SERMON FOR ASSUMPTION OF THE BVM – 15 AUG 2021 AT BOYTON 

Texts: Isaiah 61.10-11; Galatians 4.4-7; Luke 1.46-55 

We are celebrating our Patronal Festival today, as this church is dedicated to the Blessed Mary of Boyton – 
and you may wonder why today, and not one of the other days we remember Mary – Christmas Day, of course; 
the Annunciation, when she said Yes to the Angel Gabriel; or her birthday on 8 September. This day is marked 
in the Roman Catholic church as The Feast of the Assumption, and in Eastern and Orthodox churches it is 
called the Dormition (falling asleep) of the Theotokos (God-bearer). The Assumption of Mary denotes 
the bodily taking up of Mary, the mother of Jesus, into Heaven at the end of her earthly life. As Anglicans, we 
celebrate the feast simply  in honour of Saint Mary, Mother of our Lord. The feast has been celebrated at least 
since the 5th century. And there are many Cathedrals dedicated to the Assumption, including St Mary’s 
Cathedral Aberdeen. 

But although Mary may be celebrated today as Queen of Heaven and many other beautiful titles, we remember 
that she started as a humble Jewish girl brought up in a small village in a backward province of the Roman 
empire. Her parents, by tradition, were called Anne and Joachim, but we don’t know anything else about them 
– except that they brough up their daughter as a devout and faithful believer. We can assume she was well 
educated in the Scriptures, and I sometimes wonder if she sang the psalms around the house? She would have 
attended the synagogue (perhaps in the women’s section) and listened to the scriptures being read. She would 
have known the story of the prophet Samuel, his birth in answer to prayer and his mother Hannah’s song of 
joy. In case you’re not familiar with it, let me read it and see if you find any echoes with another, more familiar 
scripture. 

“Hannah prayed and said, ‘My heart exults in the LORD; My mouth derides my enemies, 
   because I rejoice in my victory. 
2 ‘There is no Holy One like the LORD,    no one besides you;    there is no Rock like our God. 
3 Talk no more so very proudly,    let not arrogance come from your mouth; for the LORD is a God of 
knowledge,    and by him actions are weighed. 
4 The bows of the mighty are broken,    but the feeble gird on strength. 
5 Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread,    but those who were hungry are fat with spoil. 
The barren woman has borne seven,   but she who has many children is forlorn. 
6 The LORD kills and brings to life;    he brings down to Sheol and raises up. 
7 The LORD makes poor and makes rich;    he brings low, he also exalts. 
8 He raises up the poor from the dust;    he lifts the needy from the ash heap, to make them sit with 
princes    and inherit a seat of honour 
For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’s,    and on them he has set the world.” 

So, from very early in the Jewish faith God was recognised as a God of justice, one who righted wrongs and 
cared for the poor and neglected. And this was part of Mary’s upbringing. You can see where the Magnificat 
came from. 

Mary grew up, as our Epistle says, a human mother who lived under Jewish Law. The Law is often thought 
of as a set of rules – and there are 613 of them. Some of them seem very strange to our ears, such as the 
command not to seethe a kid in its mother’s milk, and not to wear garments made of wool and linen mixed 
together. But if you read through all the commandments, you get a very clear picture of a society that is 
humane, just, cares for the poor and weak and has a deep concern for the land and for God’s creation. So the 
art of living under the Law was, and is, to keep the vision of a just and caring society and not get bogged down 
in the rules. Jesus was passionate about justice and care for others, as well as love of God …..and very rude 
about those who were concerned only to keep the rules and act as thought police to others – “For they bind 
heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move 
them with one of their fingers.”(Matt 23.4, KJV). 

Because the heart of the Law is love – love for God (with heart and mind and soul), and love for all others – 
both commandments come from the Torah: “love the Lord your God” in Deuteronomy 6.5 and “love your 



neighbour as yourself” in Leviticus 19.18. So Mary would have grown up with these, probably knowing them 
by heart. Commandments that were famously summarised by St Augustine – “Dilige et quod vis fac”. If you 
love, you can do whatever you wish, and it will be right. And were quoted by Jesus as THE Great 
Commandments, the ones above all other, on which hang all the Law and the prophets (Matt 22.40). 

But if that’s the Law embedded in our hearts and minds, what happens when we look at the world, our world, 
with God’s eyes, and with God’s agenda on our hearts? We are going to find all is not well. Corrupt leaders 
govern for their own interests and enrichment; poor people cannot get their case to court; huge social gaps 
divide rich and poor; the disabled cannot access the places they need; conflicts, often claimed to be religious, 
cause the innocent to suffer grievously and enable the arms dealers to make huge profits; and in our own 
country, the Church is entangled in arguments about the sexuality of ministers or marrying couples, and racked 
by allegations of abuse both sexual and spiritual. It’s not a pretty picture. And we need to be challenging such 
wrongs, and standing up for justice – for as Christians we also follow the law of love, and it’s not a set of 
rules, it’s a way of life, a mindset. And Mary’s Magnificat gives us a good perspective on what it means – 
what’s important in life, and important to God: 

It’s not about preserving buildings, though we love them dearly. 

It’s not about BCP services versus Common Worship or spontaneous praise – or Zoom versus in-church 
services 

In the wider church, it’s not even about sexuality or church structures.  

It’s about lifting up the lowly, and feeding the hungry; it’s about justice and peace-making – because God is 
just and holy, and he shows mercy to all who honour him. The lesser issues, as Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
said, are just not God’s agenda……but fighting poverty and injustice, making peace, showing love in action 
– and caring for His creation – very definitely are.  

And we do have ways of influencing our society - through what we say and do ourselves; through what we 
write and who we write to; through how we use our time and money, and other resources; through our 
prayers, both corporate and private. Don’t think you don’t matter – as the Dalai Lama said – “If you think 
you are too small to make a difference, try sleeping with a mosquito.” 

And John Stuart Mill said, “The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.” 

As an example, there’s a lot we need to do in relation to creation care and slowing or reversing the damage 
we’re doing to God’s earth. Come to our Environment Day on 26 September. Join your own church’s efforts 
to “go green” and improve its Eco-Church status. Review (and reduce) your own carbon footprint and spread 
the word. Join the Woodland Trust and plant trees. And support those charities which are helping people in 
worse-affected places to survive and adapt to climate change. And when we have done all we can, may we lift 
our eyes again to the horizon, see the glory of God and his holiness, and with the blessed Virgin Mary feel we 
can truly say “Yes, Lord. Amen.”   

 

 


