
SUNDAY 17 OCTOBER 2021 – TRINITY 20. BOYTON, HC (BCP) 8.30 

COLLECT 

O God, giver of life, whose Holy Spirit welleth up within thy Church: fill us with the gifts 
of that same Spirit to live the gospel of Christ, and make us ready to do thy will, that we 
may share with all thy whole creation the joys of eternal life; 

through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 
EPISTLE – Hebrews 5.1-10 

Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to God on 
their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He is able to deal gently with the ignorant 
and wayward, since he himself is subject to weakness; and because of this he must offer 
sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of the people. And one does not presume to take 
this honour, but takes it only when called by God, just as Aaron was. 

So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one 
who said to him, 
‘You are my Son,    today I have begotten you’; 
as he says also in another place, ‘You are a priest for ever,    according to the order of 
Melchizedek.’ 

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, 
to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 
submission. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and 
having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey 
him, having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 

GOSPEL – Mark 10.35-45 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to Jesus and said to him, ‘Teacher, we 
want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.’ And he said to them, ‘What is it you want me 
to do for you?’ And they said to him, ‘Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your 
left, in your glory.’ But Jesus said to them, ‘You do not know what you are asking. Are you 
able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized 
with?’ They replied, ‘We are able.’ Then Jesus said to them, ‘The cup that I drink you will 
drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my 
right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.’ 

When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. So Jesus called them 
and said to them, ‘You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their 
rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so among 
you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever 
wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be served 
but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.’ 

 

 



HOMILY 

Jesus is trying to get it through to his disciples – who in this gospel are quite obtuse – that 
you can’t have the kingdom without the Cross – that it is actually on the cross, suffering and 
dying, that Jesus’ glory is to be shown, and that to be with him in glory means accompanying 
him in the humiliation and the dying. This is a world away from the human idea of 
revolution, which usually ends up just putting a different group of people at the top of the 
power tree. God’s way of putting the world to rights turns the world upside down – and even 
for us it’s quite hard to enter into that understanding as fully as we need to.  

Because it’s completely contrary to human nature, isn’t it. We like to be honoured, we like to 
work for recognition ,and we enjoy being rewarded, when we have earned a position. Many 
people spend their whole lives working for advancement, promotion, public recognition; and 
some have sharp elbows as they jostle their way to their goal. In countries where bishops are 
elected, the competition can be fierce, and sometimes involves rather dubious electioneering 
practices – and you can imagine that a bishop so elected may be tempted to throw his weight 
around. Even in this country a bishop has recently had to resign, or technically withdraw, 
because of his arrogant and domineering behaviour.  

So don’t smile pityingly at James and John, and their shallowness and too easy confidence. 
How often do we declare, or sing, our total commitment to Christ, but then hesitate at truly 
patterning our lives on the servanthood of Jesus? And how far do our church structures and 
practices reflect the Gospel teaching for leaders to be the servant of all? But just imagine 
what it would be like if in each of our churches, every member had a mind-set of loving care 
and mutual service, and if everyone took a share in the menial and unlovely jobs as well as 
the more respectable ones, and really cared and looked out for each other? Should we talk, 
not of the Kingdom of Heaven, but the Republic of heaven – where all are equal and 
everyone both serves and is served. I hope I’m preaching to the converted…… but let’s work 
on it. Amen 

 

 
 

 


