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It’s not clear why this teaching on divorce, and love for children, comes in the middle of a 
block of teaching about the cost of discipleship. Is it because it’s yet another instance of a 
cunning trap by the religious leaders to lure Jesus into denying the truth of Scripture? – an 
example of the consistent hostility of the Establishment to the new Gospel. Is it that 
faithfulness, whether to marriage vows or to God, is difficult and costly, but is God’s will and 
desire? 

I see it as Jesus  reflecting on our human shortcomings, our imperfections, as seen in the light 
of God’s original desire and intention to make a perfect and beautiful world, with perfect and 
beautiful creatures (including humans) enjoying a peaceful and loving life together……the 
desire which is also  now God’s new plan for his Kingdom.  

Jesus is indicating that the new Kingdom, the time when God’s will for the creation is finally 
fulfilled, is a regime of love, mutual care and interdependence, where faithfulness and 
enduring love are the norm. Praise God, I know even today, many couples who happily 
celebrate their golden, even diamond weddings, in joy and unity.  But for so many that’s just 
not possible – whether through hardness of heart or other reasons. And that’s not necessarily 
through their own fault; but something went wrong in the relationship, and it came unstuck. 
And I may add, it’s extremely painful when I see a couple whose wedding I have conducted 
in love and faith and hope, then deciding they can’t continue in marriage. And I suspect God 
also grieves. 

But I hear in Jesus’ response an echo of his earlier saying “Be perfect, as your Father in 
heaven is perfect”. And for us that’s a journey rather than a state, a constant striving to be 
conformed more closely to the nature of Jesus, of God. I think of the story of Michelangelo, 
starting to carve the statue of David – a huge slab of marble, rejected by two other sculptors. 
Asked how he set about such a task, he replied: “I saw the angel in the marble and carved 
until I set him free.” God sees in each of us the perfect Jane, or Peter, or Thomas, whom he 
knows and wants us to be – and our Christian lives, in obedience to Jesus, will gradually 
draw us closer to him and his perfect love. Help us, Lord, to chip away at those parts of us 
that obscure that perfect person, and may we, day by day, see you more clearly, love you 
more dearly and follow you more nearly. Amen 

 

 


