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Texts: Jeremiah 31.7-9; [Hebrews 7.23-28]; Mark 10.46-52 

Gospel: The Healing of Blind Bartimaeus 

They came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, 
Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. When he heard that 
it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 
me!’ Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, ‘Son of 
David, have mercy on me!’ Jesus stood still and said, ‘Call him here.’ And they called the 
blind man, saying to him, ‘Take heart; get up, he is calling you.’ So, throwing off his cloak, 
he sprang up and came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, ‘What do you want me to do for 
you?’ The blind man said to him, ‘My teacher, let me see again.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go; 
your faith has made you well.’ Immediately he regained his sight and followed Jesus on the 
way. 

Sermon 

What do you want me to do for you? You could use Jesus’ question as a meditation – what 
do we really want from Jesus, from God? It was an open question for Bartimaeus….and he 
could easily have stayed within the boundaries of the life he knew, and asked for money, or a 
new cloak. But he didn’t. He threw aside his cloak – his security, his protection, his covering 
– and asked Jesus for his sight. That meant he would lose his job, his income, as a beggar, 
and have to set out on an unknown path. And so it proved. He received his sight from 
Jesus…and followed him on the Way. The early Church called the Christian life The Way – 
you meet the phrase three times in Acts – and it’s clear to me that Bartimaeus, perceiving 
that Jesus, Son of David, was indeed the Messiah, set out immediately to follow him. 

As with so much of the Gospels then, this story operates on two levels. Yes, a blind man is 
physically miraculously healed. But also his inward sight is cleared and he recognises Jesus 
as son of God. And in the Gospels there are three groups of people. Some, like the Pharisees, 
obstinately refuse to see any good at all in Jesus. Do go home and read John’s Gospel 
chapter 9, which has elements of pantomime. Jesus cures a blind man, on the Sabbath and 
the Pharisees interrogate the man, saying “That man (Jesus) cannot be from God for he does 
not obey the sabbath law. That man is a sinner”. But the man just replies “I don’t know if 
he’s a sinner or not. One thing I do know: I was blind and now I see”. So the Pharisees curse 
him and expel him from the synagogue. A vivid example of “none so blind as those who 
won’t see”. And a warning to us: If we try to “freeze” our church practice, our patterns and 
rules into a rigid framework, as the Pharisees wanted to freeze Jewish practice, we may 
become so concerned for the “letter of the law” that we fail to notice new opportunities, 
changing circumstances which demand new responses. For God is active in his changing 
world and he is a great innovator. As the hymn says “They must upward still and onward, 
who would keep abreast of truth”. 

Enough of the wilfully blind. Then there are those who are just very slow to understand, 
especially Jesus’ disciples. Again and again he has to explain parables, again and again he 



warns them of his coming death and resurrection – but they are just puzzled, and then  totally 
confounded when it happens. In the end they understand…but it’s a long slow road. There’s 
a lot that we too don’t understand about the Christian faith, and about God and Jesus…..do 
we live with our ignorance,  or determine to read and study and pray so as to learn more? 

And then there are those Jesus meets who do perceive his divine nature, and reverence him – 
Mary of Bethany, Martha, Mary Magdalene, Simeon and Anna…you can think of many 
more, who have the inward vision and know him as their Lord and Saviour, and respond 
with love and devotion. That’s where we want to be, isn’t it. 

But how do we, without Jesus’ presence with us, to teach and to guide, arrive at that inward 
understanding? Isn’t it through our study of the Bible and the insight it gives us? “Your word 
is a lamp to my feet and a light upon my path”, says the Psalmist. I’m reminded of a passage 
in a book by Elizabeth Goudge, “The Dean’s Watch”, about a disabled woman who was 
searching for a life’s work, and after long consideration, took a vow to love (I’m reading 
highlights from a longer passage). “Until now she had only read her Bible as a pious 
exercise, but now she read it as an engineer reads a blueprint, and a traveller a map, with a 
profound concentration because her life depended on it. She saw that she must turn from 
herself, and began to see something of the discipline that entailed. It was then that the central 
figure of the gospels, a historical figure whom she deeply revered and sought to imitate, 
began at rare intervals to flash out at her like live lightning from the pages, frightening her, 
turning the grave blueprint into a dazzle of reflected fire. Gradually she learned to see that 
her fear was not of the lightning itself, but what it showed her of the nature of love, for it 
dazzled behind the stark horror of Calvary. At some point along the way, she realised that he 
had got her and got everything. His love held and illumined every human being for whom 
she was concerned – held the Cathedral, the city, every flower and leaf and tree, giving it 
reality and beauty.  She could not take her eyes from the incredible glory of his love”. 

I remember hearing a sermon in St Mary Redcliffe, Bristol, in about 1971 – a passionate plea 
for us to read the Bible every day – and the preacher added: “Over time, it will change your 
life”. So I signed up to the Bible Reading Fellowship, which provides booklets with a Bible 
reading and prayer or thought for every day……and I can honestly say that it has changed 
my life. For the better of course! So thanks be to God for the gift of his holy word, and let us 
indeed read, mark, learn and inwardly digest it. And may we be inspired by it to follow Jesus 
ever more closely on The Way. Amen 


