
SERMON FOR CHRISTMAS DAY 2021,  SHERRINGTON AND BOYTON 

Sermon: “He came to what was his own and his own people did not accept him”. 

I wonder if you are having guests this Christmas, either for a meal or staying over? Or perhaps you are a 
guest? Enjoying hospitality is one of the best parts of a celebration, isn’t it – the delight of the door being 
opened with a smile, the welcome, the reunion, the relaxing in good company. 

But have you perhaps had the experience of being turned away, even by part of the family? “Oh sorry, it’s 
not convenient for you to come then”. “It’s not possible in the next month or so, we’ve got so much on”. Or 
just finding the door shut and the house dark on the day you thought you’d been invited. It’s a really bad 
feeling. 

Consider, on the other hand, the hospitality, the generosity of God. He provided Adam and Eve with an 
idyllic home, everything they needed and more – till they flouted their host’s clear boundaries and had to 
leave. He provided the Promised Land for his chosen people, a land flowing with milk and honey. And the 
prophets frequently described God’s kingdom as a banquet, a feast ….an image Jesus picked up, and used in 
many of his stories about God’s kingdom. At the end of his life Jesus talked to his followers about his 
Father’s house with many rooms, and how he would come and take them with him to live in God’s house. 
So we have a picture of God as overflowing with generosity, constantly extending his hospitality to whoever 
will accept the invitation.  

So this generous God, in order to rescue humans from their own folly, decides to become human and share 
an earthly life, confident that he will find a welcome with friends and supporters among his own people. 
They will be first in his kingdom, won’t they? But what happens? The entire religious establishment, who 
should be his warmest welcomers, completely rejects him. “A maverick” they say, “a threat to our power 
base, an unacceptable critic of our ways”. “A danger, we must remove him”. Yes, Jesus delivers 
uncomfortable challenges…. but is it fair that he is despised and rejected? What to do now? 

But look at our own recent record on hospitality – it’s not great. How many migrants or asylum seekers 
receive a welcome in the place they arrive at, especially in this country? Even at Christmas, how many 
homeless people find a hot meal and a place of shelter? Many of us may give a donation to Crisis or the 
Salvation Army who provide a Christmas shelter - having donated, do we feel our conscience clear? Even 
among Christians it’s not a great record of hospitality – how often have you visited another church, perhaps 
of a different denomination, and been warmly welcomed with open arms? 

The society of Jesus’ day did have a clearer ethic of accommodating strangers and travellers – but Jesus 
himself spends his time on the streets, in the hills and the open country, preaching from a boat or on a 
hilltop. His preaching is different, full of riddles and puzzling stories, but told with a love that shines 
through and an authority that carries conviction. But still he has, in his own words “nowhere to lay his 
head”. He sleeps in the open, or accepts hospitality from anyone, even tax-collectors, Pharisees and other 
undesirables. 

Yet “to all who received him, he gave power to become children of God”.  

Jesus comes looking for an open door, for hospitality, to each of us. Think of the Holman Hunt picture of 
Jesus “the Light of the World”, knocking at an overgrown door without a handle – “behold, I stand at the 
door and knock”. Will you let him into your life and your heart today? Will you accept to be part of his 
family? He’s said to be very good company and comes with love and joy and peace. Why not include him at 
your festive table today…...after all, it is his birthday.  

May you have a happy and blessed Christmas.  Amen 

 



 

 


