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IN DEEP SADNESS WE SAY

“THANK YOU MA’AM”

REST IN PEACE

“gOD SAVE THE KINg”



T H E  D I A RY

Page 2

PARISH NEWS
Editor Robin Culver

robinwculver@mac.com
Chairman David Shaw 850372

danddshaw@btinternet.com

ADVERTISING AND EDITORIAL
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howsoever caused, resulting from purchase or
involvement. We welcome contributions on any subject
but reserve the right to edit to fit. Opinions expressed in
material from contributors are for readers to appreciate
and are not necessarily endorsed by the editorial team.

All editorial copy should be sent to the Editor
robinwculver@mac.com by 10th of previous month. 
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QUeen eliZaBeth ii
1926 – 2022

It was with great sadness that the Parish

News Committee learned of the death of

Her Majesty the Queen on 8th September,

and on behalf of our readers, we join with

the rest of the world in mourning. 

At the end of another Elizabethan

Age, we look forward with confidence to

the reign of King Charles III and pledge our

loyalty to him. god Save the King.

DS Chairman
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sCam preVention

We are all vulnerable to scams. There are

many people in our world today that try,

and succeed in, scamming people out of

their money, time and efforts. 

To combat fraud and scams we

need to be vigilant, recognise them, and

take steps to ensure we remain safe and

secure. Come along and join us to learn

how to spot fraudulent activity and how to

not fall into their trap.

A talk given by PC Rachel Davies, 

our local Fraud Protection Officer

Tuesday 18th October

Heytesbury Church 4pm

Everyone is welcome please do come

along and bring some friends.

men’s 
FelloWship
BreakFasts 

The autumn season of the Upper Wylye

Valley Men’s Fellowship Breakfasts starts

on Monday 3rd October with an in-house

speaker, Chris Parker. In his talk titled

‘A modern conundrum - caring for battle

casualties without Service hospitals’ he

will draw on his experience gained during

a varied and challenging career in military

medicine. It was his skill and experience

that made him well qualified to be moved

at short notice in 2007 to fix perceived

problems with the care of British

casualties from Afghanistan and Iraq while

they were being treated by the NHS at

Selly Oak Hospital in Birmingham. The net

result was that Chris took over as

Commandant of the Royal Centre for

Defence Medicine and for 3½ years he

oversaw the UK end of the casualty care

pathway with particular responsibility for

ensuring optimum care and support for

casualties and their families as their

journey took them through Birmingham

and then the Defence Rehabilitation

Centre at Headley Court in Surrey.

The breakfast on October 3rd will

be held at 8.00am (for 8.15 start) at

the george Inn, longbridge Deverill.

Breakfasts normally cost £12*, of which £2

will go towards the charity of the

speaker's choice, which on this occasion

will be SSAFA - the Armed Forces charity.

(*Price subject to confirmation in view of

current economic conditions.)

Please note, this is not a club,

but is open to all. Just contact the organ-

isers if you'd like to attend via email

uwvmfb@gmail.com.

Wools to re C ountry t he atre

Films are back, next one on Wednesday

October 5th Operation Mincemeat.

Followed on Friday and Saturday 7th & 8th

October by the postponed productions of

Just Passing and last Tango at little

grimley.  If you had already booked

tickets for these productions and

are able to come on the nights

suggested please  contact Sarah Archer,

H6616-sb1@accor.com to rebook your

tickets or let her know you can't make it

and get a refund.

ST JOHN’S 
OPEN COFFEE MORNING

5TH OCTObER 2022
10.30 - NOON
All WElCOME

Films at the Woolstore

Wednesday 5th october 2022
oPerAtIoN MINceMeAt (12A)

The remarkable true story of the

elaborate plot cooked up by British

intelligence in 1943  to fool Nazi germany

into thinking the allies planned to invade

greece and Sardinia,  rather than their

actual target, Sicily. The corpse of a tramp

was invested with a fake  identity, and

then dumped off the coast of Spain

carrying the plans for the supposed

invasion. Starring Colin Firth and Matthew

Macfadyen as Montagu and Cholmondeley,

the architects of the plot. With Penelope

Wilton and Kelly Macdonald, and Johnny

Flynn  as Ian Fleming. 

7.30 pm (doors open at 7.00 pm)

Tickets £6.00 from. Budgen’s Post Office

or on the door

KNIT AND KNATTER

We all meet at ginnie’s café at the 

ginger Piggery every Thursday between

10.00 -12.00.

If you have knitting or crochet we’d love

to see you or, like some people, just come

and join us for a coffee.

Contact Ali 07799 418852 

for more information.



god Save the Queen

The day that we thought would never

come caught us unprepared on Thursday

8th September. We all knew the Queen

couldn’t live for ever and we all

recognised the signs of a life that was

drawing to a close. She was 96 a

remarkable age; but were we prepared for

Her Majesty’s Death so suddenly? Just two

days before she died she was working,

fulfilling her constitutional duty in

meeting her new Prime Minister.  

          In press photographs she looked

very frail but smiling a warm and welcom-

ing greeting. Yes we should have known,

yes we should have been prepared but

the inevitable was still a shock when it

came. We thought she would go on

for ever. I couldn’t imagine a life without

The Queen, a stable rock in times of

constant change and uncertainty. The only

Sovereign I had known. At lunchtime we

heard that there was concern for her

health and her family had been called to

her bedside. At six o’clock we were told

that she had passed peacefully away in

the afternoon.  

          Many of us would have experienced

similar situations, that phone call you

were dreading; you knew would come but

hoped wouldn’t; and then finding you              

arrived too late. I thank god that the

Queen’s end of life was relatively short.

A consolation to those family members

who were not present at the time of the

last gentle breath as she passed from this

life to the next. We know that the

Christian faith that sustained her through-

out her long life would have helped at the

end. As Christians we rejoice that she is

now with her lord, but we are sorrowful

for her loss and share the pain of her

family. Whether Queen or pauper we

depart this life in the same way; and we

know, and have experienced the pain,

anger and hurt her family feel at this

time for the loss of a loving mother,

grandmother, and great grandmother. The

mother of the nation and commonwealth

is no more, and we will never see her

like again. A new age has dawned, the

old has passed away. We change from

Elizabethans to subjects of Charles III. In

these uncertain times we need the

constancy and easy transition to a new

age. let us pray for our new king that he

may be guided by god, be true to his faith

and follow in the example of his mother.

god Save the King

THE UPPER WYlYE VAllEY TEAM            

Our vision is to be open, welcoming, growing and inclusive churches, 

living within the love of god, and sharing god's love and life with others.

upperwylyevalleyteam.com

ministrY team letter By Rev Clifford Stride
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LOVING OUR NEIGHBOUR AS CHRIST LOVES US
Have you been told that you need to self-isolate? 

Do you need some support?
If you would like a chat, prayers, spiritual, pastoral or
practical support and help, please do call someone from
the numbers below 

TEAM RECTOR
The Revd Trudy Hobson (day off Friday)

upperwylyevalleyteam@gmail.com    840081

MINISTRY TEAM
Team Vicar
The Revd Clifford Stride (on duty Tues.Wed.Sun)

cgstride@btinternet.com 850941
Ordained Ministers with Permission to Officiate
The Revd Diana Hammond 841185 

dmhammond241@gmail.com 
The Revd Robin Hungerford 840522

rhungerford157@gmail.com
The Revd Jonathan Hiscox (day off Friday) 840966

jonathan.hiscox@btinternet.com 851250
Licensed Lay Minister
Katherine Venning LLM 840283

katherine.venning@gmail.com

CHURCHWARDENS
Boyton & Corton Post vacant 
Codford St Mary Bridget Lorimer 850201
Codford St Peter Alasdair McGregor 850073
Heytesbury Tina Sitwell 840556 
Knook Robert Pottow 850285
Norton Bavant John Acworth 840134

Edward Moore 840420 
Sherrington Betty & Nigel Lewis 850496 
Sutton Veny Richard Jackman 840899
Tytherington Caroline Lester-Card 840022 
Upton Lovell Andrew Cumming 850834
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS
Codford Henry Collins 850193 
Norton Bavant Didee Acworth 840134 
Heytesbury: Alison Tebbs 841192
Sutton Veny Richard Jackman 840899
BELL RINGERS Nick Claypoole 850724
PARISH CHOIR Katherine Venning 840283

praYer groUp
We pray daily. 

If you have any prayer requests,

please call Anne on 840339.

thoUght For the month

"In my former book, Theophilus, I (luke)

wrote about all that Jesus began to do and

to teach until the day he was taken up to

heaven, after giving instructions through

the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had

chosen. After his suffering he showed

himself to these men and gave many

convincing proofs that he was alive. He

appeared to them over a period of forty

days and spoke about the Kingdom of

god." 

         Acts of the Apostles chapter 1 v1-3

St luke's day 18th October RH

Dear all,

It is with great excitement, but also a

deep sense of sadness that I announce

that I will be leaving as Team Rector of

the Upper Wylye Valley Team in mid-

November in order to follow my calling

and selection into military chaplaincy.

For a while I have been

discerning god’s calling for my priestly

ministry and have found a very strong call

to serve as a Chaplain in the British

Army.Throughout my explorations and the

Army selection process this has, and

continues to be, affirmed as the way

forward for my future life and ministry.

I know that this news will come

as a shock and a disappointment to many

of you, not least because of the work that

now lies ahead of you as you face a time

in vacancy and discern finding a new Team

Rector, and I am sorry for that. My time in

the valley has been short but extremely

valuable.

Although I am sad to leave and

will find this difficult, I am very excited

that I have been selected for a

commission into the Royal Army Chaplains

Department, and look forward to all that

the role will bring.

I will always hold you and our

beautiful churches in my heart and

prayers and am grateful for the support I

have received as Team Rector of the Upper

Wylye Valley Team. 

As I and we all move forwards

over the coming months, I will continue to

hold you in my prayers, and ask that you

pray for me and my future ministry. I also

ask that you pray for Bishop Andrew,

Archdeacon Alan, Rural Dean Rev Pauline,

our Team Vicar Rev Clifford, the staff and

ministry teams and PCCs of the UWVT as

they discern god’s calling a new Team

Rector for this post.

With my prayers and blessings

Rev Trudy Hobson



The Parish News is published in ten months

of the year and usually arrives in 1400

households in the Upper Wylye Valley in

time to convey information about events

in the next month. For this to happen, over

a hundred people do something to help the

process. The Committee, consisting of the

Chairman, the Editor, the Treasurer, the

Advertising Manager, the Proof-reader,

the Designer/Setter and other village

representatives, is responsible for the

collation, setting, publication, printing

and distribution of this 12-page magazine,

and for maintaining its viability as a

self-funding entity.  

          It needs regular and timely

information feeds, articles and stories by

a variety of contributors, advertisers and

notices (both regular and occasional) in

order for it to be useful and interesting.

It can be all these things, but they are

meaningless and useless if the end product

does not reach its recipients and readers.

Between fifty and seventy people are

involved in distributing it around the valley

in our villages, and who thereby close this

complicated loop for us.

          On the last day of August, and on a

dry, warm, but breezy evening we have

come to expect of the summer of 2022,

the Committee hosted a garden party for

volunteers to say thank you for another

year of service. Almost fifty attended this

community event held in Codford, but a

similar number were unable to come for a

variety of reasons. Behind this convivial

gathering lay an important message and I

summarise it below for all those who were

unable to hear it in person:

          “The Parish News is immensely

grateful to all its contributors for all they

do to not only keep it going but who help

it to thrive. In particular, I want to thank

those who distribute it to letterboxes

around our villages in fine weather and in

foul and who go out of their way to do that

in such an efficient and timely way. Please

keep doing it and if you have to give up

your ‘round’ please help us by finding a

replacement. Thank you so much for this

important voluntary effort; it is hugely

appreciated.”                                           

David Shaw, Chairman

THE PARISH NEWS – AN APPRECIATION OF ITS ARMY OF VOlUNT E E R S

I had quite a few enquiries about two of

the pictures which featured on the front

page of our September edition.

          In the Royal Victoria Country Park

in Netley Abbey, there was a magnificent

cedar tree, which was about 140 years

old, it had been planted during the reign

of Queen Victoria. Apparently it was one

of the finest trees in the area. Unfortu-

nately, in 2018 it had to be felled due to

disease and for safety reasons. Hampshire

County Council and The Royal Victoria

Country Park wanted to create a fitting

memorial to the great cedar. The Fair-

ways Foundation used the felled wood

and the stump to create a fairy garden on

FAIRY CASTlE 

what was the site of disused and old

tennis courts. A professional chainsaw

tree sculptor, Chris Bain, was commis-

sioned to create the fairy garden

          As can be seen in the picture a

magnificent Medieval castle with a dragon

and a fairy reading to the dragon were

created out of the stump. The felled

wood was used to make a huge picnic

table guarded by a wizard (second

picture). Children and adults regularly

climb over the castle and have a picnic at

the table; my grandson and I had a

fascinating talk with the wizard (well he

spoke and I put on my wizard’s voice).

RC

Business Telecoms

Up to 50% cheaper than BT! 

● Cloud phone sytems·

● Phone lines

● Super-Fast Broadband·

● 30 day rolling contract

We are a local company 

specialising in innovative 

business telecoms solutions.

Contact us for our latest offers

01985 620133

admin@apptel.co.uk
WWW.APPTEL.CO.UK
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THE HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY

Charity No: 200669

THIS ALMSHOUSE

CONTINUE TO PROVIDE

ACCOMMODATION FOR THOSE IN NEED 

IN EITHER SINGLE AND DOUBLE BEDROOM

FLATS OR BUNGALOWS. 

Please contact the Administrator, Paul Budd,

on 01985 840441 

or EMAIL: stjohnshospital2018@outlook.com

for further information 

and to arrange an informal visit. 

More information can be found on our 

website at: www.st-johns-hospital.org.



READERS GAllERY

Two pictures with

differing styles. A

quick landscape

sketch by Richard

Martin and a more

detailed French

chateau by 

Catherine Hayne.

Both lovely.

AR
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THE ARTISTIC TAKEOVER IN SUTTON VENY

“Ben was in revolt against the studied

elegance of his father’s way of life at

Sutton Veny.” One could say THE big

change from realistic painting to abstract

occurred in the Wylye Valley! 

          The above intriguing statement

gives us a snippet about life at The White

House in Sutton Veny where Sir William

Nicholson lived. It’s one of the facts

revealed in a new book ‘The Real and the

Romantic: English Art Between Two World

Wars’. He painted still-lifes, flowers and

portraits. His son Ben, famed for his

avant-garde abstracts, visited his father,

and at the dinner-table the following

conversation took place: “Yellow ochre

makes an excellent highlight” from Sir

William. “I use it for my dark” responded

Ben’s wife, also a painter.  

          The book is recommended as a

detailed, erudite and enlightening read.

Catherine Hayne

THE gREAT AlONE BY JUSTIN HANNAH

I have been reading this fictional story

‘The great Alone’ which is a survival story,

about surviving in the unforgiving Alaskan

wilderness and about growing up with an

abusive and volatile father.

          We learn the family of three live in

Washington and the father was in Vietnam

and obviously had PTSD, but no one knew

what that was. He married his girlfriend

against her father’s wishes. They had a

daughter.  He decided they needed to get

away from civilisation. They bought a

camper van of sorts and set off for Alaska.

          The tale continues with them being

accepted by the locals in their Alaskan

community, and how everyone coped with

his ghastly behaviour towards his family.

How the daughter grows up, finds love,

and loses it, has a child, returns to the big

city and eventually finds her way back to

Alaska.

Anne Bennett Shaw

b O O K  R E V I E W

Glorious Food
Home-made food for 

all occasions 
Dinners, lunches, funeral teas  

Canapé parties  

Please email or ring if you’d like 
to discuss a forthcoming event  

Melanie Lee  
07790 082162 

melcooking@hotmail.com
find me on Instagram - melsgloriousfood

Wylye Valley Personal Trainer
Your Local PT That Comes To You!

Quality Home Fitness Training Guaranteed!

Servicing:
Boyton, Codford, Corton, Heytesbury, Knook, 

Norton Bavant, Sherrington, Stockton, 
Sutton Veny, The Langfords, Tytherington, 

Upton Lovell, Wylye

Mob: 07876461603

Email: steve@aimbodyfitness.com
www.aimbodyfitness.com

TV AERIAL systems,
satellite systems, cctv,

repairs and new installation

Kevin McEvoy
ktvsystems@btinternet.com

07939 156912 or 840841
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than a week’s notice, let us start with,

Red Tractor Dairy and Beef. For dairy

farmers to market their milk they must

comply with these standards. We have

over 90 documents stored on the

computer for Red Tractor alone, covering

all aspects of the dairy from how much

milk powder to feed the calves to the

protocol when activists visit the farm.

RSPCA assured:There are only 42

dairy farms in the country that are RSPCA

assured. This is because only Marks and

Spencer producers are required to meet

RSPCA standards, assuring that these

producers meet the more rigorous

demands of the RSPCA. This primarily

revolves around the health and welfare of

the animals but does involve an extensive

amount of paperwork.

DOWN ON THE FARM

To cap it off we then had (with two

days’ notice) an inspection from the

Rural Payments Agency, primarily to check

that the fields were the right size. The

satellite measurements needed to be

checked. The inspector walked around

the fields with a perfectly accurate gPS

tracker on her back and checked the size

of the fields in question. Finally, we had

to supply the data of everything put on

those fields over the last 12 months.

This proves that running a farm is

as much about the paperwork and

bureaucracy as the playing around with

tractors and livestock. Pleased to say that

all inspections were passed with only a

little bit ‘more’ paperwork to fill in!

Kit Pottow

No great surprise that harvest was a quick

one this year, a luxury we rarely

experience and yields much better than

expected. The beans took more of a hit

with the very dry hot conditions, but we

have a crop ready for winter feed.

The summer is not all focused on

harvest; the daily routine of animal care

continues but it is also the season when

inspections tend to happen which adds to

the already busy workload and helps to

keep those stress levels at a peak!

Inspections are an important part

of our industry, a method of monitoring

standards of care, production, and safety

for both those working in the environment

and animal welfare. Within ten days we

had three inspections, all during harvest

and peak holiday season. So, with less

J R
• Residential property • Commercial property

• Family • Corporate              

• Wills, trusts & probate • Employment

• Personal injury   • Dispute resolution 

FroMe
01373 485485

troWbrIDGe
01225 755621

WArMINSter
01985 217464

Felix Campbell 
Tree And Grounds Maintenance

• Tree felling • Hedge cutting • Mowing •
• Strimming • Pressure washing • Leaf blowing •  

07472402500
Felixcampbell124@gmail.com

and a prime example occurred today.   

Having spent the last four months,

often in 30+ degrees of heat, wrapped up

in my thick, luxurious and warm winter

coat and trying to keep cool by lying in a

draught and dipping my toes in the river

in the afternoons, the guvnor and his wife

booked me in to Cora’s Parlour for my

twice-yearly grooming - just as the

temperature dropped radically and the

rain arrived. Whatever possessed them?

The guvnor was away for the day

having advised his wife to give clear

instructions to Cora on my behalf. “last

time you didn’t take enough off so please

compromise between that and going down

to the wood.” When he returned, I was

lying up against the cooker eking out as

much warmth as I could as he asked his

TURbO’S DOG blOG FOR EARlY AUTUMN

The long, hot summer of 2022 is over, the

leaves are turning brown and dropping

early, schools have re-opened, we have a

new Prime Minister - and I am a year

older. It was my birthday last Tuesday

when I was ten, and 70 in human years

which is what matters to me as we have

all heard of the so-called ‘allotted span’

of three score years and ten.

And I’m feeling it. Our neighbours

have bought a super yacht and have sailed

it to the greek Islands where they are

spending six months of the summer. given

the weather we have just had, I keep

thinking that had it been us we would

have gone to greece for the winter. The

whole world, it seems to me, has been

turned upside down; so-called norms

appear to have gone out of the window,

wife who I was and where was Turbo. Cora

had given me a close shave – and I was

frozen stiff.

But every cloud has a silver lining.

My cousin loopy is staying with us and

she, being a pretty Cocker Spaniel, is

usually the apple of my eye and I can be

excessively fond of her. Tonight, when I

came home, she was all over me. Thank

you, Cora.

Oh, and a postscript for the Editor:

please don’t put this blog anywhere near

the Thatchcraft advert as I had a fling

once with Molly, Ellis’s JRT bitch, and

I really don’t need any demands for

maintenance payments, thank you very

much.

Rather a lot going on
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THATCHCRAFT LIMITED
Ellis Butcher 

Master  Thatcher

Tel: 01985 877122
Mob: 07778 598851

E: ellisbutcher@live.co.uk
www.thatchcraft.co.uk

Jacob has shown his commitment

to both his apprenticeship and to Ellis by

relocating to Sutton Veny from Andover so

that he can be near his place of work.

Ellis says, “Jacob reminds me of me,

when I was just starting out. He has a real

‘THATCHCRAFT’ APPRENTICE IS AWARDED QEST FUNDING

Congratulations to Jacob greenfield,

who has been awarded a QEST (Queen

Elizabeth Scholarship Trust) apprentice-

ship to enable him to continue learning

thatching skills with Codford’s master

thatcher, Ellis Butcher of Thatchcraft ltd.

Both Jacob and Ellis had to go through a

rigorous interview process prior to the

funding being awarded. The funding will

enable Ellis to dedicate time to training

Jacob, progressing his existing skills and

teaching him new advanced techniques.

Jacob will also be taught site

management and good health and safety

practices. By the end of the apprentice-

ship, Jacob will be able to work to a very

high standard and will be able to create

complex roofs with decorative features

that Ellis has won awards for in the past.

The apprenticeship will also

provide a pathway for Jacob to achieve

thatching qualifications including level 2

NVQ in Roofing Occupation (construc-

tions), level 3 NVQ in Heritage Skills

(Construction, Thatching specialisation),

and potentially a level 3 NVQ in Roofing

Occupations (Construction, Thatching

specialisations). Upon completing his

training, Jacob hopes to continue working

with Ellis. 

passion for the craft, and I see Jake as the

future of Thatchcraft ltd”.

Puppy & Dog Training Classes, 

Behaviour Consultations, Dog

Walking, Dog Sitting & Day Care

Please contact Celia Callan BSc

(Hons) Dip CABC

Tel: 01985 248277      

Mob: 07806779749

celiacallanpuppyschool@hotmail.com
www.doggietraining.co.uk
www.puppyschool.co.uk

Professional,
Qualified & Insured Tutor

07931 766553

The Stable Wellness
Barre Pilates Yoga

______

Holistic Fitness & Wellbeing Space
At The Ginger Piggery in Boyton

Email: thestablewellness@gmail.com
Website: www.thestablewellness.com

We hope to see you 
at the barre or on a mat soon!

When contacting advertisers please 
tell them that you read about them 

in the Parish News! !
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ANGlING NOTES 

In my July notes I stated that at water

temperatures above 13.5º C survival of

grayling fry was negatively affected but I

gave no figures for trout. 

          Shortly after writing that I

received an Environment Agency report,

through our Society, entitled ‘The

Thermal Biology of Brown Trout and

Salmon’. This provides a great deal of

detail. Brown trout eggs survive at 0-13o

C , salmon eggs at 0-16. growth in brown

trout can occur at 3.5 – 19.5º C and is best

at 13.1. Outside of that temperature

range life becomes problematical. 

          growth rates fall away and

increasing temperatures increase the

effect of  pollutants. The trout and

grayling also become more susceptible to

many pathogens. At temperatures above

16º C salmon migration is reduced and

there is very little migration above 20º C.

When salmon are delayed in estuaries in

hot dry summers significant mortality

occurs. Temperatures recorded by data

loggers on one of our fisheries were in

late July 17.2 in late afternoon with a

morning low of 14.6. 

          On the 12th of August there was a

late afternoon high of 19.17 and a morn-

ing low of 15.31. These temperatures are

right at the top of the range where trout

and grayling are comfortable and it is

probable that the effects of pollutants

and disease begin to manifest themselves.

Pollutants are a particular problem at

times of low flows, as at present, due to

the reduced dilution. Not only are the

well publicised sewerage discharges a

problem but many chalk rivers are seeing

rising levels of phosphates due to the

increasing urbanisation of the chalk

valleys. Other bi-products of our activities

such as oestrogens and even statins are

present. 

          The EA recorded a water tempera-

ture of 22º C in the estuary of the Itchen

recently. At this temperature there will

be no migration of salmon and whilst

they hang about the estuary and coast,

mortality will be high. It is easy to see

why the Atlantic salmon in the south of its

range, Northern Spain, France and

southern England is moving towards

extinction. This in spite of the fact that

salmon were reported as far upstream as

Heytesbury last year. This will be a loss of

an important socio economic asset and

an important part of the freshwater

ecosystem.

          I have been pleased to hear a

tawny owl hooting in the village recently.

It is probably a juvenile seeking to

establish a territory; I did not hear any

last  autumn and winter.

Robin Mulholland

I had given a visitor (Nina, mother of 4),

a lift to Erlestoke prison. On my return,

I realised I had to take my car to the

Codford garage before our trip to Norfolk

for 3 days.  

          On the way back, weary, I stopped

at St Peter’s church. Charlotte often

opens and closes the church, but not this

week. I sat down and noticed that there

was a grey pigeon in the church, mostly

perched on the screen before the

chancel. I tried to chase it out, but that

was not its plan. Then I decided to tinkle

on the organ, (not really a keyboard

player, mostly one finger). I then tried to

encourage the pigeon to leave. With the

aid of the long Cross (misuse of holy

property) I shifted it from the screen, but

it eventually rested high up near the roof

on the South Wall.

          On returning homeI rang  Alan

/Jean Nash, who are church closers this

week. Jean said she was closing the

OVER THE HIllS AND FAR AWAY

church in half an hour, Charlotte

mentioned that the pigeon would need

water so I went down with a bottle and a

bowl to await Jean. The pigeon was

somewhere, no longer high. I tried to

chase it, but again was unsuccessful. But

what I did realise was that the pigeon was

not flying so high, and came to rest on a

low ledge (5’) in the tower. I poured

water in a bowl nearby and waited.

Typically, the pigeon did not move.

          Jean arrived, and we agreed that

we would both encourage an exit. Pigeon

was still on the low ledge in the tower,

with the Church door open, me a

menacing figure, up near the screen to

the chancel.

          But no luck, the pigeon rested,

hiding on the floor near the altar in the

chancel. I did think of using the altar

cloth to catch it. Eventually, it was scared

of this horrible man standing nearby, and

flew away, finally resting on the floor in

a low pew on the South side, it was not

strong. We found a plastic bag - better

than nothing - and I was able to approach

and trap its body, one wing free.

          Jean and I were relieved! I was

able to take it outside the church and

released it. It collected itself, and then

flew away, managing to clear the roof of

the house on the other side of the high

street.

We were happy, and I hope the pigeon was

glad to escape from its persecutors.

Andrew Mozely

  DAVIS &

  LATCHAM
YOUR INDEPENDENT

LOCAL ESTATE AGENT

WITH EXPERIENCE

SPANNING FIVE DECADES

43 Market Place Warminster

Wilts BA12 9AZ

(01985) 846985

www.davislatcham.co.uk

need your hair done at home?

Denise Nicoll
01985 303311

for all your hairdressing needs
FULLY INSURED

The Warminster mobile (State Registered)Hairdresser

Heytesbury Fireworks
Friday 4th November
Procession 6.30pm 

Old Forge Close
Bonfire & Fireworks 

at the Red Lion from 7pm
Tickets and more Info from the

Red Lion or Post Office
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E.G. MARTIN LTD
WESTBURY (01373)

822784 / 864676

www.gibbonstaylorsolicitors.co.uk

“Do you need specialist legal advice 
on how to protect yourself and your 

loved ones in these uncertain times?”

We offer a professional, personal and caring

service, in order to help provide you with 

assistance in the following areas:

Wills, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Probate, 
Dispute Resolution, Employment & 

Company Commercial

Please call us on Tel: 01985 851206
23 Upton Lovell, Warminster  BA12 0JW

THOUGHTS FROM MY GARDEN…

like little jewels. Apple and tomato

chutney is also a favourite in our house.

Apples have started to appear in boxes,

washing up bowls, buckets and even

wheelbarrows around the neighbourhood.

They are so good to have in the freezer in

pies or just stewed ready for use in the

winter. Courgettes are a bit more of a

problem as they also seem to be so

prolific, but soup and chutneys again

come to the rescue.

Now the ground is softer I shall be

weeding and planning for next year. The

hedges are trimmed and tidy, the compost

bins are filling nicely and preparation for

winter is underway.

I look forward to planning my next move

The rain has come at last. Amazing how

quickly the grass turns green again, but

there are two patches in the lawn that

have taken longer to recover, one had a

tree there at some time and the other is

above a soakaway.  

The hot days were too much for

me, so no gardening and even if I’d felt

like it the ground was solid. Isn’t nature

clever, the leaves have been dropping

early especially poplars on the riverbank,

thus preserving and protecting themselves

against the lack of water. They will all be

back in their full glory next year.

It’s easy to think of the approach-

ing Autumn as the end of the gardening

year but in fact it’s the start of a brand

new season and the planning for next year.

There is still so much colour with the reds,

oranges and yellows of late flowers as well

as the slanting orange sun enhancing

everything in the garden and the sur-

rounding countryside.

It’s the time to make jams and

pickles with the abundant and rich harvest

and excess produce. I don’t have a crab

apple tree but a friend does, they are

golden yellow and look magnificent

against a clear blue sky and they make

excellent jelly. There are so many

varieties of crab apple; some red and

some mixed colours, as well as yellow, all

heavy on their trees and shrubs looking

whilst sitting in the garden in the evening

sun, surrounded by colour when the

weather allows.

Ali Tebbs

In these difficult times, some of our read

ers have contributed ways of saving

energy. If you have any ideas, please

forward to the editor…

Ten Ways to save energy   

1 Boil and steam food. Do not roast or grill.

2 Eat salad once a week, no cooking.    

3 Use the microwave cooker whenever 

possible.    

4 Set your fridge at 6 C, no colder,    

5 Turn down room thermostat over 21 days

step by step, aim between 15C & 18C.

6 Seal draughts at doors and windows but

do not avoid all air change     

7 Draw curtains and blinds early in Winter

but let any sunshine in.     

8 Keep deep freezers full or off, not half

empty.  

9 In severe weather preheat beds with

electric blankets, do not heat the whole

room.  

10 Do not leave appliances on standby

unless essential, turn them off !     JR

TEN WAYS TO SAVE

ENERGY   

For all your training wobbles

Julia IMDT qualified PRO DOG certified

Classes and 1 to 1 sessions

web wobblydogtraining.com

call 07795572295

email julia@wobblydogtraining.com

THE COMMUNITy

CAFé
THURSDAyS 9AM-11ISH 

CODFORD 

VILLAGE 

HALL 

SOCIAL 

CLUB

Fresh Coffee, Tea, Squashes
Homemade Cakes & Scones.

£2.00 per person

All Welcome

A GREAT

CHANCE 

TO MEET 

NEW

FRIENDS
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SHerrINGtoN

I rejoice in the golden days of Summer’s

End. There is still warmth but softer than

the relentless blaze of Summer. The sun-

light slants in a different way and after the

past scorching weeks we have the blessing

of rain.

Colours in the garden are rich,

bronze, copper, gold. There is still the

purple of late buddleia and paler flowers

of an amazing wisteria at Cress Cottage.

Michaelmas Daisies still attract butterflies

and until recently a Hawkmoth visited in

the evenings. It would appear to be a good

year for apples, branches bend under the

weight of fruit. How brilliant that we have

the Juicing Facility in Codford, so

hopefully fruit will not be wasted. I look

forward to the appearance of our native

apples on supermarket shelves. Now

apples come from Chile, New Zealand,

South Africa, anywhere but great Britain.

We are so fortunate to enjoy a

temperate climate. However, the intense

heat of the past Summer gave cause for

alarm. It is beyond belief that with all the

knowledge we possess together with so

much wealth world-wide we still do not

work together to overcome the damage we

have done and are still doing. We look at

the horror of wildfires, devastating floods

but just wring our hands and continue our

V I l l AG E  N E W S

NortoN bAVANt 

          

On the 1st of September 2022 the Village

celebrated the hard and expert work

done by gordon Evans who was a long

term resident. His efforts, assisted

by enthusiastic and generous village

fundraising and donations, led to the

creation of the present fine Village hall

and village field. 

When his work began the hall was a

derelict old schoolroom. gordon used his

knowledge and initiative to obtain grants

and agreements that allowed the present

Hall to be created. A plaque has been fixed

in the hall to commemorate the success of

gordon's project. After many years he has

now resigned as a trustee but remains

keenly interested in the Village.

JR

ways of greed and misuse of the planet’s

largesse.

The Harvest was gathered in

overnight, no need of the corn drier this

year! Always sad when our wonderful

Summer migrants leave. It seems the

hazards they face multiply every year.

However, hedgerows are full of Autumn’s

bounty ready to welcome the incoming

flocks that overwinter with us. I look to the

arrival of the handsome Fieldfare and

enjoy their lively chatter amongst the

hawthorns.

In the village it is brilliant that life

is looking up for our talented Josie

Jobbins. Having left the Royal Academy of

Music as a high-flyer, she found, in

common with everyone else in the world

of music, that opportunity had faded with

the onset of Covid. Now, however, the

future is brighter, and Josie (and her

double bass) have had engagements in

london, in leeds with the Northern Opera

and the Davos Festival (Young Artists in

Concert).

There is a Buzzard out there some-

where that owes its life to Steph at the

ginger Piggery. The bird was on the A36,

injured, Nigel advised that the bird be

taken to the bird hospital at the Hawk

Conservancy; weeks later the rescuers had

the pleasure of seeing it released as it flew

strongly away. BL

JEREMY COLTMAN 
WEALTH MANAGEMENT

If you would like a free no obligation initial review meeting, then please contact me

M:07976 398 194 E:jeremy.coltman@sjpp.co.uk www.jeremycoltmanwm.co.uk

I recognise that talking about money 

and finances is personal – sometimes 

sensitive. 

So, it’s reassuring to know that there’s

someone on hand who can help you 

address your needs, understand your 

goals, and realise your dreams.

I offer a friendly and approachable service,

backed by the strength and security of FTSE

100 company, St. James’s Place Wealth 

Management; and being local means I am 

here to help whenever you need me. 

I can help you with investments, retirement,

life assurance and estate planning. 

Stewart penny 
ServiceS

garden machinery
SaleS, Service & repairS

weSton nurSerieS
corton 
nr warminSter
Ba12 0SZ
tel 07714 212806

stewartpennyservices@outlook.com
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WORSHIP in the UPPER WYlYE VAllEY OCTObER 2022 

HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY

Administrator  01985 840441

ST GEORGE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

31 Boreham Road, 

Warminster  BA12 9JP

PARISH PRIEST

Fr Martin Queenan

ATTACHED PRIESTS

Fr Raymond Hayne

Fr Malcolm Ferrier

01985 212329

FROM THE REGISTERS

Funerals 
and 

Thanksgiving Services

Our sympathy and love to those 
who mourn the passing of

Alfie oates 
on 30th August 
at Heytesbury

Susan Hill
on 6th September

at Upton lovell

Auriel Winther
on 24th September  
at Codford St Mary

Sheila Motley
on 14th September 

at Salisbury Crematorium

May they rest in the peace 
and light of Christ

2 october             Tytherington            8.30am     Holy Communion (BCP)

16th Sunday        Sutton Veny            9.30am     Parish Communion

after Trinity         Codford St Peter   11.00am     Parish Communion 

                          Heytesbury           11.00am     Parish communion choir

Proper 22            Upton lovell            6.00pm     Harvest Evensong (BCP)

                                                                               

9 october           Sutton Veny hall  9.30/10.00    Café church, breakfast 

                                                                        from 9.30am

17th Sunday        Norton Bavant         9.30am     Parish Communion choir

after Trinity         Upton lovell          11.00am     Matins (BCP)

                          Codford St Mary       6.00pm     Evensong (BCP)

                                                                        

16 october         Boyton                    8.30am     Holy Communion (BCP)

18th Sunday        Codford St Peter      9.30am     Parish Communion

after Trinity         Upton lovell         11.00am     Parish Communion choir

                          Heytesbury              6.00pm     Evensong (BCP)

                                                                        

23 october         Sutton Veny             8.30am     Holy Communion (BCP)

last Sunday         Codford St Mary      9.30am     Parish Communion 

after Trinity         Heytesbury              9.30am     Harvest Festival

                          Knook                   11.00am     Harvest Festival 

                                                                        Communion choir

                          Home                    11.00am     Zoom Sunday Worship

                          Heytesbury St John  6.00pm     Pimms & Hymns 

                                                                        

30 october         Norton Bavant       10.00am     TEAM SERVICE choir

All Saints’                                                         for All Saints

Sunday                                                              



U S E F U l  C O N TAC T  N U M b E R S  Please telephone 840283 for any changes.

WOOLSTORE THEATRE 
    Bookings: Angus Bramwell         01722 743459
     angus.bramwell@googlemail.com
    Codford Post Office          850345
CODFORD GARDENING CLUB
    Karen Johnstone                    850258
CODFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
    Sir William Mahon 850586 
     Sally Thomson 850339
CODFORD LADIES CIRCLE
Evelyn Read  850831
PARISH WEBSITES
Team www.upperwylyevalleyteam.com
Webmaster admin@newvalleywebdesign.com
Heytesbury www.heytesburyparish.co.uk
Norton Bavant www.nortonbavant.co.uk
Sutton Veny www.suttonveny.co.uk
SPORTS CLUBS 
Badminton (Codford)
     Dominique Beagley                    850952
Cricket (Heytesbury & Sutton Veny) 
     Chair: Justin Wagstaff                    840782
     Secretary: Robert Robson
Heytesbury Football Club 
     Martyn Spratt         07790 728197
Tennis (Codford) 
     Chair: Vincie Abbott                   850239 
     Secretary: Jeremy Coltman       07976 398194
STARQUEST 
    Astronomy Club: Pete Lee        840093
SUTTON VENY FLOWER SHOW 
     www.suttonvenyflowershow.co.uk
SUTTON VENY NURSING HOME 840224
Area code 01985 unless otherwise stated. 

Corton John Rigby 850303
Heytesbury Peter Andrews                840517
Norton Bavant John Acworth                 840134
Sherrington Nigel Lewis 850496
Sutton Veny Peter Strangeways 840403
PRE-SCHOOL AND CHILDCARE GROUPS
    Codford Caterpillars 
     Kim West                    851030
     Heytesbury Hedgehogs
     Annette Pulvertaft                 840798
    Wylye Coyotes Afterschool Club 851713

     info@wylyecoyotes.com  
     or 07805 515863
PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
Codford, Wylye Valley
     Head: Robert Barnes                    850461
Heytesbury
     Head: Miss H Elson                    840429
Sutton Veny
     Head : Adam Lewis 840428
     www.suttonveny.wilts.sch.uk
VILLAGE HALLS
Codford Secretary: Karungi Grant 850523
     secretary.codfordvh@gmail.com
     Bookings: Natasha Haughian             850133
     barsupervisor.codfordvh@gmail.com
Corton Fane Hall 
     Bookings: Tina Kerr 850373
Sutton Veny Chair: Alan Russell   840 883
     Newsletter: Richard Jackman              840899
     svvhnewsletter@gmail.com 
     Bookings: Gay Woods                     840057
     svvhbookings808@gmail.com
Upton Lovell Bookings: Ros Coombs 851277

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT      
    Dr Andrew Murrison MP          01225 358584
WILTSHIRE UNITARY COUNCILLORS 
    Andrew Davis                                      217431
     Christopher Newbury 01373 822508
     Bill Parks                                 07484 826540
POLICE: Warminster Neighbourhood Team 
     PC 2342 Helen Daveridge
     PCSO 7984 Candida Jackson 
     WarminsterAreaCPT@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk

Community Police (non-emergency) 101
PARISH COUNCILS
Boyton/Corton 
     Chair: Caroline Wheatley-Hubbard 850208
Codford Chair: Tom Thornton             850560
     Clerk: Karungi Grant 850523
     karungigrant.codfordparish@yahoo.com
Heytesbury Chair: Louise Morris              840153
     Clerk: John Cap 01985 217144
Sutton Veny Chair: Carol Morris     840140
     Clerk: Heather Parks FSLCC       07970780424
Upton Lovell Chair: Steve Boxall             851171
     Clerk: Nicola Duke 01373 864127
     clerk@uptonlovell.org.uk
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Codford and District Branch: 
     Col Nick Quarrelle 851149
HEYTESBURY, HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN 
Administrator                                        840441
DOCTORS’ SURGERY CODFORD 850298
CODFORD POST OFFICE (Budgens) 850345
HEYTESBURY POST OFFICE      840914
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
Codford Mike Davidson               850549

https://upperwylyevalleyteam.com/team/parish-news/
When contacting advertisers, please tell them that you read about them in the Parish News

01373 813132

Wren House
Residence for the Retired and Elderly

Wren House in Warminster is a long-established, elegant retirement home,
specialising in individual care in gracious surroundings.

Having just thirteen rooms, each with a private bathroom, we are able to
offer the ambience of a family home, together with caring staff and the
facilities to enable our residents to grow old with dignity.

Ms Tracey Atkins, Manager
Wren House Limited, 32 Vicarage Street, Warminster BA12 8JF

Tel: 01985 212578

I .N.  NEWMAN LTD

Family Controlled Independent

Funeral Directors

Private Chapels of Rest
24 Hour Care and Assistance

at a time of Bereavement

Nominated Funeral Director for:
Golden Charter

Pre-payment funeral plan

MONUMENTAL MASONS

Griffin House,
55 Winchester Street Salisbury, SP1 IHL

Telephone: 01722413136


