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THE DIARY

CHAIRMAN'’S END
OF YEAR REPORT 2022

| am delighted to report that the Parish
News is solvent, it has flourished over the
last year and the Committee continues to
receive encouraging messages from
people about its varied content, eye-
catching front covers and its usefulness in
imparting information free to some 1450
homes in the Upper Wylye Valley ten times
a year.

The end of 2022 saw Robin
Culver, our esteemed Editor for the past
six years, depart to live in Hampshire and
the launch of our quest to find a successor.
Despite his protestations to the contrary,
he will be sorely missed but in his own
words “the format is in place and easily
followed, with most contributors doing
the work for the Editor....” and | would
like to encourage applicants further by

Glorious Food
Home-made food for
all occasions
Dinners, lunches, funeral teas
Canapé parties

Please email or ring if you’d like
to discuss a forthcoming event

Melanie Lee
07790 082162
melcooking@hotmail.com
find me on Instagram - melsgloriousfood
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The History of

ALMSHOUSES

What are Almshouses?
How did they originate?
A talk by Paul Budd OBE, Administrator at
The Hospital of 5t John, Heytesbury.

SUTTON VENY VILLAGE HALL
Tuesday 13th December
6.30 for 7.00pm

Tickets £10.00 each
including light refreshments
Available from: The Friends, tel: 01985 840501
or s.buttenshaw@btinternet.com

ik ard Tythe . Reg. charity no.10B3252

describing the expertise and support
available on the Committee and among its
contacts.

Vital competences on the
Committee include those of Katherine
Venning as the principal link with the
Ministry Team; she has handed over
responsibility for our advertisers to Ralph
Oxborrow who now recruits and manages
our key funding sources but Katherine
remains the link with Market Place
traders, and she monitors our ‘Useful
Contacts’. Alongside are artists Angela
Rosenthal and Jonathan Wansey, repre-
senting Corton/Boyton and Heytesbury
respectively, and Jon Royds who covers
Norton Bavant. Jon was our long-serving
Treasurer for over 25 years but has now
handed over the books to the highly
experienced and competent Diana Walker.
Jon remains on the Committee. Gilly Milne
is our talented designer, setting out copy
for our printers (‘Footfall’ in Melksham)
who deliver it in labelled boxes to
Codford, from whence they are driven out
to our army of ‘foot-soldiers’ to complete
the critical business of putting them
through letter boxes.

| remarked last year, and | cannot
better it, that a spider’s web is made by
one spider. The web that makes up the
Parish News depends on a host of different
people and the devoted contribution of
many. As Christmas approaches, | relish
this opportunity to congratulate them all,
to thank them and to wish for a safe and
healthy new year for our home team,
our advertisers in this difficult world

K7

Our MC for
the evening is
Legh Walker!

SUTTON VENY VILLAGE HALL
Saturday 28th January

6.30 for 7.00pm

Tickets £20.00 each
Available from: The Friends, tel: 07788 628686
or stjamescourt@aol.com

Kno Reg. charit

of business, our regular contributors,
distributors and our readers - and to wish
everyone a very happy Christmas.

David Shaw

When contacting advertisers please
' tell them that you read about them '
[ ] ]

CHRISTMAS IS COMING!
To herald the start of celebrations,
St Mary's Church in Codford is hosting
a Christmas Tree Festival
from 3 Dec for a month
and an Anthology of carols and poetry
on Sunday 4th at 5 pm.

Y ,°

HEYTESBURY)|
CHRISTMAS |
MARKET

Saturday 3rd December
10-12.30
at Heytesbury Church

Lots of Christmas stalls,
;; Festive eats, Gifting ideas,

Refreshments
~ and more
1)
PARISH NEWS
Editor Robin Culver

robinwculver@mac.com
David Shaw 850372
danddshaw@btinternet.com

Chairman

ADVERTISING AND EDITORIAL

The Parish News, which is not for profit, relies on and is
very grateful to all advertisers without whom the
magazine could not be produced. Prospective advertisers
should contact Ralph Oxborrow (see details below).
However the Parish News does not endorse any of the
products or services advertised and takes no
responsibility for any disappointment, accident or injury,
howsoever caused, resulting from purchase or
involvement. We welcome contributions on any subject
but reserve the right to edit to fit. Opinions expressed in
material from contributors are for readers to appreciate
and are not necessarily endorsed by the editorial team.

All editorial copy should be sent to the Editor
robinwculver@mac.com by 10th of previous month.

Advertising contact Ralph Oxborrow 841078
rsoxborrow1@aol.com

Marketplace contact Katherine Venning 840283
katherine.venning@gmail.com

Printing by Footfall Direct 01225 706058
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THE UPPER WYLYE VALLEY TEAM

Our vision is to be open, welcoming, growing and inclusive churches,
living within the love of God, and sharing God's love and life with others.

upperwylyevalleyteam.com

MINISTRY TEAM LETTER

Dear Friends,
The 1960’s pop group ‘The Beatles’ may
seem a strange subject for a December
2022 letter but there is relevance!
At this time of the year, we find many
radio stations are playing John Lennon’s
song “So this is Christmas”. Now, I’m not
so keen on his solo work as a rule but this
particular record has the first line “So this
is Christmas, and what have you done?” |
do find this a salutary reminder, with all
the whirl of Christmas preparations, to ac-
tually stop and think for a moment about
the ‘why and the wherefore’ of Christmas.
It can be so easy to get wrapped up in the
chasing around and the material side of
Christmas that the hope of the Christ-child
and the promise made by God are swept
aside like the pine needles dropped by a
real Christmas tree. We so often forget
that, like any present, God’s gift of His
Son is only a beginning and not an end in
itself.

In our carols we sing “Peace on
Earth, Goodwill to Men”. Yet as we offer
those words so we must accompany them

with our own intention to allow good to
prevail in our lives.

By our celebration of the birth of
the Christ child on the first Christmas day,
we are reminded that a door has been
opened to us, one that can never be shut.
However, we must also be prepared to
push a little, to work towards that door,
for it can be so easy to pass it by in our
busy lives. Perhaps this is something which
we may find as we think of those words of
John Lennon “So this is Christmas, and
what have you done?”. As you look back
you may see times when you have passed
by the door and ignored the invitation. If
you feel you have, as Christmas comes,
remember that the door is never closed.

Come and join us not only for our
Christmas services, but also for the rest of
the year - that you may look back next
year and give an answer to the first line of
the song “So this is Christmas”.

May | wish you the Blessing of the
Father, the Peace of the Christ Child and
the protection of the Holy Spirit at this
festive season.

Jonathan Hiscox

ADVENT 2022

At the time of writing we are having
outdoor temperatures far above normal,
so we can be forgiven for not thinking
about Advent calendars just yet!

Most of us are familiar with the little
windows on the big card that are opened
one a day until Christmas Day to reveal
chocolates, a poem or in some a Bible
verse for the day. Advent marks the
beginning of the Church Year. It is a
time for reflection in darkness, for
renewal of hope, and looking towards new
beginnings. It can be a time to take stock
and prepare ourselves for the coming
(‘advent’) of the Lord, Jesus Christ. It’s a
time too, to gather together and reflect.

This year the churches in the Upper
Wylye are gathering to talk and listen to
each other! Inspired by a game called
‘Table Talk’ which gives everyone the
opportunity to raise those questions they
sometimes don’t feel able to. Although we

PRAYER GROUP
We pray daily.
If you have any prayer requests,
please call Anne
on 07432 205229

are approaching the usual busy time of
preparing for Christmas, times remain
challenging for us all, the theme
we have chosen as our starter for
discussion is ‘Well Being’ from a
Christian perspective.

Do come along and join us at the
Red Lion in Heytesbury on Wednesday
23rd, 30th November and 6th December
at 6pm. The conversation will be an
hour. Each one is stand alone, or come
to all three. If you would like to find out
more, do call Clifford on 850491 or
Vincie on 850239

i
Forrester Sylvester Mackett

SOLICITORS

What matters to you matters to us

« Residential property
» Family

« Wills, trusts & probate
« Personal injury

« Commercial property
« Corporate

« Employment

« Dispute resolution

www.fsmsolicitors.co.uk

TROWBRIDGE WARMINSTER

FROME
01373 485485 01225 755621 01985 217464

LOVING OUR NEIGHBOUR AS CHRIST LOVES US
Have you been told that you need to self-isolate?
Do you need some support?

If you would like a chat, prayers, spiritual, pastoral or
practical support and help, please do call someone from

the numbers below

TEAM RECTOR
Vacancy
upperwylyevalleyteam@gmail.com

MINISTRY TEAM

Team Vicar

The Revd Clifford Stride (on duty Tues.Wed.Sun)
cgstride@btinternet.com 850941

Ordained Ministers with Permission to Officiate

The Revd Diana Hammond 841185
dmhammond241@gmail.com

The Revd Robin Hungerford 840522
rhungerford157@gmail.com

The Revd Jonathan Hiscox 840966

jonathan.hiscox@btinternet.com
Licensed Lay Minister

Katherine Venning LLM 840283
katherine.venning@gmail.com
CHURCHWARDENS
Boyton & Corton Post vacant
Codford St Mary Bridget Lorimer 850201
Codford St Peter Alasdair McGregor 850073
Heytesbury Tina Sitwell 840556
Knook Robert Pottow 850285
Norton Bavant John Acworth 840134
Edward Moore 840420
Sherrington Betty & Nigel Lewis 850496
Sutton Veny Richard Jackman 840899
Tytherington Caroline Lester-Card 840022
Upton Lovell Andrew Cumming 850834
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS
Codford Henry Collins 850193
Norton Bavant Didee Acworth 840134
Heytesbury: Alison Tebbs 841192
Sutton Veny Richard Jackman 840899
BELL RINGERS Nick Claypoole 850724
PARISH CHOIR Katherine Venning 840283

THOUGHT FORTHE MONTH

‘....when the kindness and love of God our
Saviour appeared, he saved us, not
because of righteous things we had done,
but because of his mercy. He saved us
through the washing of rebirth and
renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he
poured out on us generously through Jesus
Christ our Saviour, so that, having been
justified by his grace, we might become
heirs having the hope of eternal life. This
is a trustworthy saying. And | want you to
stress these things, so that those who have
trusted in God may be careful to devote
themselves to doing what is good. These
things are excellent and profitable for
everyone.’

(Paul's letter to Titus, chapter 3 v4-8) RH
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THOUGHTS FROM MY GARDEN...

As | write this, there is a storm
blowing outside with lashings of rain one
minute and sunshine the next. The saying
goes ‘sunshine and rain rain
tomorrow’ and that has certainly been
true during the last couple of days. The
colours of the leaves on the trees are still
spectacular and the wind has not yet suc-
ceeded in blowing them all off. You may
remember October 1987 when poor
Michael Fish predicted there was not a
hurricane on its way! One of the reasons
so much damage was done was because
the leaves were still on the trees, which
was unusual at that time. | lived near Box
Hill and the number of damaged and fallen
trees was very sad to see. | don’t think we
find the leaves unusual now! Such a
relatively short time ago and we accept

that the leaves are still on the trees at the
beginning of November.

December can be a busy month
clearing the garden of leaves and debris,
so that come January we can see the
benefit of the first new shoots pushing up
through the ground. Any decent prunings
of fruit trees should be kept for pea sticks
next year and it’s also maintenance time
for lawnmowers and tools.

| read somewhere that gardeners
are an optimistic lot! January is a time to
think about gardening rather than doing
it. We can sit back and pore excitedly over
seed catalogues in front of a warm fire, as
we plan for different things and improving
on lessons learned during the year.

Don’t forget to protect outside
taps with bubble wrap or alternatively you

ANGLING NOTES

can buy protective hats that look like
Tommy Cooper’s Fez! Remember not to let
anyone walk on frozen lawns as it kills the
grass and the tell-tale footprints are there
for all to see!

It’s also time to think of decorating
the house for Christmas. I’m searching for
seed heads that are no longer of use to the
birds, so that | can make decorations, as
well as using holly and ivy - and anything
else that’s suitable. How lovely that we
can use the fruits of our labour to
decorate and celebrate Christmas. And
don’t forget to feed the birds and break
any ice on water bowls and bird baths!

Ali Tebbs

The recent rain has been very welcome
coming as it has at the beginning of the
recharge months, those months when
most of the rain that falls gets down into
the chalk aquifers, November through to
February. The immediate effect of the
rain on the rivers will be minimal but the
hope is that it will produce a sufficient
lift in some of the tributaries to enable
trout to get in and spawn.

The major tributaries of the Wylye
such as the Till and the Chitterne Brook
are incredibly important as spawning and
nursery areas. Even the minor tributaries
such as the Sherrington cress beds and the
Tytherington carrier, which flows from the
old cress beds in Tytherington and joins
the Wylye above Heytesbury mill, make a
substantial contribution. | have seen as
many as five redds in the Sherrington
carrier in the short stretch between the
river and the bridge. The survival of fry in
the tributaries and winterbournes is much
better than in the main river due largely
to reduced predation.

In the fishing community we have

often debated as to whether or not the
trout in the chalk streams are able to
delay spawning until the winterbournes
break properly, which is usually January.
We do not have a definitive answer to
that question but | suspect that the
different groups of trout in the river have
slightly different spawning times so the
Chitterne Brook trout will normally spawn
after the spring’s break whereas the trout
which spawn in the main river will spawn
earlier. We do not know much about the
different trout groupings but it is thought
that there are a number in the Wylye and
they are quite discreet populations. All of
this contributes to the resilience of the
whole trout population and its ability to
survive catastrophe.

It has been impossible not to enjoy
the very balmy autumn weather which we
have had but alarming to hear that every
month in the past year has had above
average temperatures. Climate change is
not some vague problem on a distant
horizon, it is here and now and we are
experiencing the consequences. A very

wet winter is needed if we are not to
suffer serious water shortages next
summer.

| saw my first Bramblings of the
winter under the beech trees on White
Sheets on the 27th of October. As it
seems to be a good mast year we
should see good numbers this winter.
No Fieldfares yet.

Robin Mulholland

Barters Farm Plant Centre
Open to the public
7 days a week to 5pm*

Masses of summer flowering home-grown
plants at surprisingly good prices.

Stocking shrubs, roses, trees, alpines, climbers
fruit bushes, perennials & cottage garden plants
in our refurbished plant area

Our new shop sells a range of gardening essentials
hcluding garden feeds, lawn care, seeds & wild bird foo

‘Open to public Mon-Sat 9am-5pm ¢ Sun 10am-4pn

arters Plant Centre, Chapmanslade, Westbury BA13 44

01373 832294 | retail@barters.co.uk
www.barters.co.uk
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Mobile - 07925719972

Telephone - 01985 840891

sdfe| Guilds

N

For all your gas, oil and general plumbing needs.

<>

Ermacy
co.uk

The Stable Wellness
Barre Pilates Yoga

Holistic Fitness & Wellbeing Space
At The Ginger Piggery in Boyton
Email: thestablewellness@gmail.com
Website: www.thestablewellness.com

We hope to see you
at the barre or on a mat soon!
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TURBO’S DOG BLOG FOR THE RUN-UP TO CHRISTMAS

Leading up to Christmas, it is
the pantomime season and if Sleeping
Beauty had been asleep for only a
hundred hours, let alone a hundred years
in September/October, she would not
have believed that we could have seen
the Queen die, three Prime Ministers (out
and in), a mini-budget published
and rescinded, a financial crash and
temperatures reaching 22 Celsius.

Prices are rising exponentially but
my main concern has not been the price
of eggs but of biscuits and it’s hard to
judge by how much as my favourites, Mini
Markies, have been discontinued in favour
of ‘Salmon Flavoured Burgers’ and ‘Bacon
and Cheese Rolls’. | can now see exactly
why the Guvnor got so cross when the
Danes changed the recipe of Carlsberg
Lager without consulting him. All these
things seem to happen overnight, and
without proper discussion or consultation.
But all these problems aside, Christmas is
a time of goodwill to all, and | have had a
happy Christmas every year since | was
small. My first, some ten years ago, was
huge fun for me although they still talk
about it in hushed tones and without a

modicum of the legendary Christmas
spirit to be seen. This is what happened.
| had spotted the mounting pile of
boxes, cartons and various other packets
and parcels all wrapped up in coloured
paper under the tree in the sitting room,
among which was the squeaky rubber
turkey they had bought for me; | had
spied it first in the kitchen before it
disappeared into its Christmas livery.

On Christmas Eve | snuck (a fine
descriptive word | learned from watching
American TV) into the room and ripped up
every package looking for it. Obviously, |
have no use for Givenchy Gentleman
After-Shave Lotion or Yves Saint Laurent
Rive Gauche scent, so | discarded all
those before, right at the end,
discovering my rubber turkey hidden at
the back. Brilliant! They always did like a
game, and it was good of them to put all
those decoys under the tree to give me
something to do in the quiet hours. That
mission accomplished, | then had a snack
of a carrot and a mince pie that, for some
obscure reason, had been left on a plate
near the chimney. Only when | sniffed the
whisky in the glass did | realise they may

A CHURCH NEAR YOU

not have been left out for me.

At the end of this year | have taken
stock, as we all should do, and have
concluded that in the dog world there will
always be waifs and strays and others who
fall on hard times or into the wrong hands
but | am a lucky chap to live here and
with the apparently weird, but always
kind, people | do. Tending not to look too
far ahead | am content to be a ‘Dog for
Christmas’ and anything beyond that is a
bonus.

Beauty Retreat
£ .)8 S

(o)

www.beautyretreatwiltshire.co.uk

Holistic & Beauty
Treatments
TYTHERINGTON

A guide
for occasional visitors

Have you ever been to
Sherrington, and found the church? It’s an
easy walk from Codford once you have
crossed the A36. There’s a really unusual
stone slab (masquerading as a grave
covering) outside the east end of the
church which has ‘a wonderful set of
apotropaic symbolism possibly reflecting
the canalisation of localised springs and
the creation of water meadows’,
according to  https://www.wiltshire-
medieval-graffiti-survey.com/. It’s well
worth having a look, using the information
from that website, especially if the sun is
shining.

GiBBONS TAYLOR
SOLICITORS
www.gibbonstaylorsolicitors.co.uk
“Do you need specialist legal advice

on how to protect yourself and your
loved ones in these uncertain times?”

We offer a professional, personal and caring
service, in order to help provide you with
assistance in the following areas:
Wills, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Probate,
Dispute Resolution, Employment &
Company Commercial
Please call us on Tel: 01985 851206
23 Upton Lovell, Warminster BA12 0JW

The church is a gem, reminding us
of the tranquillity of the Christian life.
Jacobean and the furnishings can hardly
have changed since the 19th century. We
can read the Lord’s Prayer and the Ten
Commandments in our prayer books, but
previous generations were reminded of
the words from the walls of their church.
Maybe that’s where they were taught
to read.

Betty Lewis’s excellent article
about the church in Parish News February
2018 tells a story about the pulpit (look
inside for the date 1614), and the girth of
The Revd Mason Anderson who needed
winching up to bed through the floor of
the rectory. The church is dedicated to
Cosmas and Damian: spend a minute
contemplating the picture of the surgeon
brothers (colour photo on the back page
of Parish News July 2021) who replaced
the diseased leg of a white man with the
limb of an Ethiopian in the 4th century.
That gives you something to think about!

I’ve attended two christenings
when the church was full of the joy of
new life: those young parents and their
friends certainly knew how to sing hymns
with gusto. The choir usually joins the
congregation for the Ascension and
Harvest services, filling the pews at the
back of the church in front of the delight-
fully decorated organ, but the parish

boasts other musicians, who may play
flute, trumpet, saxophone and double
bass to bolster the confidence of the
congregation for the carol service. Why
not join them this Christmas, either on
Sunday 18 December at 11 a.m. to sing
carols, or for communion on Christmas
morning at 9.30.

A small church with great potential! KV

Felix Campbell
Tree And Grounds Maintenance
* Tree felling + Hedge cutting * Mowing ¢
* Strimming ¢+ Pressure washing « Leaf blowing

07472402500
Felixcampbell124@gmail.com

Wylye Valley Personal Trainer

Your Local PT That Comes To You!

Quality Home Fitness Training Guaranteed!

Servicing:

Boyton, Codford, Corton, Heytesbury, Knook,
Norton Bavant, Sherrington, Stockton,
Sutton Veny, The Langfords, Tytherington,
Upton Lovell, Wylye

Mob: 07876461603
Email: steve@aimbodyfitness.com

www.aimbodyfitness.com
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DOWN ON THE FARM

The environment .. far and
away a hot topic within the agricultural
industry now. Actually, scrap that, a hot
topic worldwide. So many of you may be
wondering how are farms, and more
specifically how are dairy farms, ever
going to become NET Zero by 2040?

Well, the simple answer really
doesn’t exist; groups around the world
are often shouting about how ‘livestock
farming is the single biggest threat posed
to reducing Greenhouse Gas emission
(GHG) and how farms have a negative
carbon footprint; however, a recent
document produced by the NFU states
that ‘The UK’s Livestock farming sector
contributes up to just 5% of total GHG’
(NFU, 2021) whereas figures taken from
the most recent Transport and the
environment statistics suggests that
‘transport  contributes 24% of UK
GHG’(Gov.uk, 2022).

However, it would be wrong for us
as Farmers, businesspeople, and humans
not to accept that we have a valued part
to play in reaching Net Zero GHG by 2040,
so what are we doing at East Farm? Some
of you may have started to play your part
by monitoring electricity, gas, and oil
usage a lot more within your own homes,
so you can only imagine how difficult that
same principle can be to implement

over a largescale farming business.
Fortunately, there are people out there to
help with that, which is where LEAF
comes into the fold. LEAF (Linking
Environment and Farming) is a small
charity that applies LEAF accreditation to
those farms that are actively assessing,
progressing, and improving on the
environmental impact on their farms.
LEAF all starts with the LEAF
Sustainable Farming review (LSFR - |
promise there are not too many more
acronyms) a nine-section review assessing
what our current impact on the environ-
ment is; the sections range from pollution
control, to landscape conservation, crop,
and livestock health even our own organ-
isation and planning. From the LSFR we
can then identify areas that we, as a
business can improve on and thus set our
‘actions’ that are manageable and more
importantly achievable. The goal of LEAF
is to see improvement from the previous
year, so ensuring that we complete
manageable ‘actions’ which in turn set us
up to make larger more meaningful envi-
ronmental progress in the coming years.
Very much a whistle stop tour of
what LEAF is and what we are doing to
ensure that we are more than just doing
our part to help improve agricultural GHG
emissions and environmental impact, as

Puppy & Dog Training Classes,
Behaviour Consultations, Dog
Walking, Dog Sitting & Day Care

Please contact Celia Callan BSc
(Hons) Dip CABC
Tel: 01985 248277
Mob: 07806779749

celiacallanpuppyschool@hotmail.com

www.doggietraining.co.uk
QQ‘Sffo www.puppyschool.co.uk
2 s/

04(

Professional,
Qualified & Insured Tutor

INSURANCE
THAT’S ON
YOUR DOORSTEP

Call our office in Warminster
on 01985 845116

@ NFU Mutual

S ) Weeks & R L Maddocks is an appointed
representative of The National Farmers Union
Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982).

with all these things there is no quick fix
and unfortunately time is not on our side
but rest assured, as we head into 2023 we
are doing our best for the environment
Down on the Farm....

NFU (2021) Climate Friendly Farming -
The Facts about British meat.
Warwickshire: NFU.
Transport and environment statistics
2022, https://www.gov.uk/government /
statistics/transport-and-environment
statistics-2022/transport-and-environ-
ment-statistics-2022#greenhouse-gas-
emissions-from-transport, 9th November
2022

Jamie Pottow

TV AERIAL systems,
satellite systems, ccty,
repairs and new installation
Kevin McEvoy
ktvsystems@btinternet.com
07939 156912 or 840841

0B BEA]
LIMITED

(Offering a Prompt and Courteous Service

 Septic Tank Emptying o Temporary Toilet Hire
o Luxury Trailer Toilets and Showers
o Welfare Units o Refrigerated Trailer Units

18 01747871464
i wwwrobbeale.co.uk
le www.temporaryfacilities,co.uk
i admin@temporaryfacilities.co.uk

THATCHCRAFT LIMITED
Ellis Butcher

Master Thatcher

Tel: 01985 877122
Mob: 07778 598851

E: ellisbutcher@live.co.uk
www.thatchcraft.co.uk

\

WESTERN
SKIP HIRE LTD

For Waste Disposal

From Households,
Builders and Factories

Westbury (Wilts)
01373813132

Victory Road
West Wilts
Trading Estate

Westbury
\ Wilts BA13 4JL
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CHURCH FLOWERS AND SAVING THE PLANET

You may wonder how church flowers and
our precious planet are linked! Whereas
the big guns can make massive plans at
COP 27 we in our churches can also do
our bit to contribute towards cleaning
up our earth.

To start with - do you know that
green Floral Foam (sold under the name
Oasis) used by florists and church flower
arrangers is one of the very worst
polluters to the environment? A single
block of foam contains the same amount
of plastic as ten carrier bags. When it
becomes unusable, it is often put on the
compost heap. Being plastic, of course, it
does not compost and the lifespan of a
block of Floral Foam is estimated to be
between 400 and 500 years.

Floral Foam is non-biodegradable,
non-recyclable and toxic for both humans
and animals. It’s made from synthetic,
non-recyclable plastic and is created
using a combination of carbon black,
formaldehyde and phenolic foam, which
are all toxic. Anyone who has handled it
is aware of the green micro particles
released when handling the blocks, which
are often washed down the sink. There is
evidence of the damage that it does to
marine life, and studies suggest that its
microplastics are incredibly toxic to
aquatic invertebrates.

From 2020 the RHS banned the
use of foam at Chelsea Flower Show. In
February 2022 a written question calling
for a ban came before the General Synod,
but its usage remains a parish decision.
Salisbury Cathedral made a positive
decision and the 2022 Flower Festival was
completely Floral Foam free!!

Seasonality is just as important a
concern. Many flowers are sourced from
overseas producers in the Netherlands,
Columbia, Ecuador and Kenya, where they
are often grown in huge glass houses that
use an incredible amount of energy using
pesticides banned in the UK. They are
then flown worldwide clocking up massive

At Farnfields Solicitors we
always put your interests first,
that’s why we have beenin

business since 1936.

Conveyancing, Family, Commercial,
Business, Wills, Probate, Trusts,
and more
For more information T: 01985 214661

E: info@farnfields.com or m

visit www.farnfields.com

air miles.

An example are the shores of Lake
Naivasha in Kenya where flowers are
grown for export to some of our top
supermarkets. These giant farms pump
water directly from the lake into their
greenhouses faster than the lake can
replenish itself. What’s worse is that all
the runoff, pesticides and chemicals used
to grow these flowers are drained right
back into the lake. The once crystal clear
waters have now turned a murky brown
due to the toxic runoffs and sewage waste
from the increasing population involved in
the flower business. Although many
believe that the farms have opened many
jobs for the local residents in Naivasha,
the truth is that most workers have to
work in horrific conditions, many are
unprotected against the deadly pesticides
and chemicals used to grow the flowers.

It is not all doom and gloom
though! Flowers bring us all joy and where
more so than in our churches. There are
alternatives to Floral Foam by using
scrunched up chicken wire, twigs and pin
holders (known as Flower Frogs). Sustain-
able Church Flowers (SCF) is a movement
within the Church of England founded in
2019 in Worcestershire. It started
with a growing group of friends,
passionate about sustainability in our
churches, cathedrals and churchyards.
They are gently campaigning for change
and they have really helpful website
https://suschurchflowers.com.

Flowers do not have to be bought
out of season and we can use what is
around us - the October leaves, berries
and seed heads were stunning this year
from the hedgerows; do we need actual
flowers? In the dark winter months once
Christmas is over why not use pots of
plants? The SCF encourages the use of
Flowers From the Farm, a network of UK
producers who will provide what is
in season and available at the time.
We have some in our local area

» ¢
U:)obbly Dog

TRAINING SERVICES

For all your training wobbles
Julia IMDT qualified PRO DOG certified
Classes and 1 to 1 sessions
web wobblydogtraining.com
call 07795572295

email julia@wobblydogtraining.com

www.flowersfromthefarm.co.uk.

So please dear Churchgoers can we
all do our bit to ‘Save the ‘Planet’ and
encourage our churches and floristry
friends to go green!

Should any readers wish for more
help or suggestions of how to switch away
from Floral Foam or supermarket flowers
please email me: squarrelle@gmail.com.
Thank you for reading!

Susanna Quarrelle

tell them that you read about them

' When contacting advertisers please '
. in the Parish News .

CHRIS ROBERTS
& SON

| Soft Landscaping ® Lawn Care ®
Tree & Shrub Planting ¢ Hedge Cutting *
Hedge Reductions Fencing ®

Free Quotations Given

Please contact us by telephone or email:
Office 01722716736

Mobile 07718320083

N
)
APPTEL

Business Telecoms
Up to 50% cheaper than BT!

Cloud phone sytems:-
Phone lines
Super-Fast Broadband-
30 day rolling contract

We are a local company
specialising in innovative
business telecoms solutions.

Contact us for our latest offers

01985 620133

admin@apptel.co.uk
WWW.APPTEL.CO.UK
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VILLAGE NEWS

CODFORD
Codford Hedgehog Project Update

Since my last report in August, Gareth
Harris from the Wiltshire Mammal Group
and |, as the local coordinator, have been
conducting weekly evening walks around
Codford looking for hedgehogs to tag and
record. This has been greatly aided by
several residents who have feed stations in
their gardens and regularly see hedgehogs
at them. Some people also have camera
traps that record visiting times and help
reduce the element of chance in finding a
hedgehog.

To date we have tagged 25 hedge-
hogs found, from east to west in: St Mary’s
churchyard, Beanis Path, gardens both
north and south of the High Street, Cherry
Orchard and almost as far as Budgens.
They include; 7 adult males, 7 adult
females, 5 juvenile males and 6 juvenile
females, and we have already re-sighted
several, showing that they regularly move
between gardens, sometimes at great
speed, and even cross the High Street.
Unfortunately an adult male that was
tagged in a garden in Cherry Orchard on
28th August was killed on the High Street
near St Peter’s church on 26th September.

By the end of November most
hedgehogs will be hibernating for the

WB

winter to conserve energy. It will be
very interesting to see how many tagged
hedgehogs are sighted when they emerge
next spring and through summer when we
continue our monitoring. If you see any
and can take a photograph, we would be
grateful if you could let us know the
location, date and the identification
number on the tag (by zooming in on the
photo).

We will also be launching
‘Hedgehog Street’ next Spring to
encourage everyone to make their gardens
more hedgehog-friendly, which will help
hedgehogs continue to flourish in Codford.
We have ‘Hedgehog Highway’ signs to
place above openings in fences and walls
to link gardens, and several other tips that
will benefit lots of other wildlife, as well
as hedgehogs, in our gardens.

Please report hedgehog sightings
to Tiggy Thornton on 07891 240803
or to Gareth Harris at wiltsbatrecords
@gmail.com
For more information on the project
please visit; https://wiltshiremammals.
wordpress.com/wiltshire-mammal-
group/projects/codford-hedgehog-
project/
https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/

Tiggy Thornton

HEYTESBURY HAPPENINGS
After a survey of village opinion,
Heytesbury Parish Council (who own, fund
and maintain the village playground
equipment) removed some of the outdated
and less popular playground equipment.

There is now a brand new basket
swing which is already proving to be a star
attraction. The new swing was part-funded
by generous grants received from the
Fudge Trust and The Warminster Area
Board.

The playground equipment
continues to prove popular with the
children of Heytesbury School and the
children and visiting grandchildren of local
residents.

Recently a couple of adventurous
two year old twin grandchildren, visiting
from Tanzania, were spotted enthusiasti-
cally and successfully tackling the quite
significant challenges of Heytesbury play-
ground’s ‘trim trail’. A staunch effort for
ones so young! TF

Maths & English

Home tuition for 7 to 12 year olds
nickswann.co.uk

Helping children achieve their best since 2007

THE HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY

Charity No: 200669

THIS ALMSHOUSE
CONTINUE TO PROVIDE
ACCOMMODATION FOR THOSE IN NEED
IN EITHER SINGLE AND DOUBLE BEDROOM
FLATS OR BUNGALOWS.

Please contact the Administrator, Paul Budd,
on 01985 840441
or EMAIL: stjohnshospital2018 @outlook.com
for further information
and to arrange an informal visit.

More information can be found on our
website at: www.st-johns-hospital.org.

JEREMY COLTMAN

WEALTH MANAGEMENT

[ recognise that talking about money
and finances is personal - sometimes
sensitive.

So, it’s reassuring to know that there’s
someone on hand who can help you
address your needs, understand your
goals, and realise your dreams.

M:07976 398 194 E:jeremy.coltman@

If you would like a free no obligation initial review meeting, then please contact me

[ offer a friendly and approachable service,
backed by the strength and security of FTSE
100 company, St. James’s Place Wealth
Management; and being local means [ am
here to help whenever you need me.

[ can help you with investments, retirement,
life assurance and estate planning.

sjpp.co.uk www.jeremycoltmanwm.co.uk

..'C‘:.‘.Q
% & ManorFarmVets
VoA New Road, Codford,

Warminster, BA12 ONS

Your local small animal veterinary practice
where you and your pets' needs are at the
heart of every clinical decision.

admin@manorfarmvets.co.uk

R S 01985 850752

ACCREDITED
ACTICE

www.manorfarmvets.co.uk
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VILLAGE NEWS

A LOCAL HERO -
HEYTESBURY

The plaster figures decorating the nativity
scene in the church were in a very sorry
state but church funds were short.
A replacement Nativity Scene was badly
needed and so it became a village project.
Local children gathered in the Church to
create all the new figures and local
resident Phil Dale built a complete new
stable setting. Phil was a talented amateur
carpenter and always seemed to be
unobtrusively helping out here and there.

He was often to be seen voluntarily
repointing the Sassoon wall in Park Street.
He designed and made the green wooden
boxes for the dog waste bags that are
supplied by Heytesbury residents, he laid
the gravel on the path across the water
meadow and he extensively refurbished
and extended the large Heytesbury
churchyard Noticeboard.

The churchyard at Heytesbury during the
summer was tended by rams, and admired
by many. Now the small human team has
taken over, and autumnal tidying up done.
Most especial thanks to Richard from the

Central

Heating
Oll

Ty~
TLL Vian

E.G. MARTIN LTD
WESTBURY (01373)
822784864676

THE COMMUNITY

CAFE

THURSDAYS 9AM-11ISH

CODFORD A GREAT
VILLAGE CHANCE
HALL TO MEET
SOCIAL NEW
CLUB FRIENDS

Fresh Coffee, Tea, Squashes
Homemade Cakes & Scones.
£2.00 per person
All Welcome

Wren House

Residence for the Retired and Elderly

Wren House in Warminster is a long-established, elegant retirement home,
specialising in individual care in gracious surroundings.

Having just thirteen rooms, each with a private bathroom, we are able to
offer the ambience of a family home, together with caring staff and the
facilities to enable our residents to grow old with dignity.

Ms Tracey Atkins, Manager
Wren House Limited, 32 Vicarage Street, Warminster BA12 8JF
Tel: 01985 212578

Red Lion, who in no time at all magically
pruned the tops of the small yew trees
with his mechanical strimmer, which saved
ladders and clippers over days of work.
Thanks also to Jonathan, Gary, and Peter
on mowing and strimming and tidying duty.

Come the spring we will need a
bigger team of volunteers; would you like
to spare an hour a week? To have a neat
and tidy churchyard is of benefit to all, not
least to those whose loved ones are at
rest. Many visitors to the village notice
that we care.

Do give me a call - Robin 01985 840522

),"7" M" “(V

o@%

Offering home ht,lp & companionship
Local to Warminster &

g Surrounding areas

Phones 07805037983

Email® lucys.21@outlook.com

Q

ILES & VINCENT

FUNERAL SERVICES

WARMINSTER’S ONLY

INDEPENDENT
FUNERAL DIRECTOR

24 hour funeral service
in Warminster and the
surrounding villages

The Cornmarket,VWarminster

01985 220161

info@ilesandvincentfuneralservices.co.uk
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VILLAGE NEWS

SHERRINGTON

| am amazed to find that these few lines
are written towards the end of the year.
Where did all those months go and who
thought, at the year’s beginning that we
would see the conflict that has erupted in
Ukraine? The Ukrainians, industrious, hard
working people, only wanting to get on
with their lives, and bring up their children
now find themselves embroiled in violence
and their peaceful lives are torn apart. If
only there could be an end to the mayhem
and lives could be rebuilt.

After the disquieting, relentless
heat of the Summer | rejoice in the current
cool damp days of Autumn, however it is
still unusually warm. Trees are still heavy
with foliage and it will take a frost to bring
the leaves down.

At Rectory Cottage we would have
welcomed an early frost or two to put an
end to a thriving colony of wasps under the
thatch. Throughout the Summer there was
peaceful coexistence and we thought that
Autumn would see their natural demise.
Their nests are created with such industry
and are so beautiful that we were loath to
destroy. However, no frosts yet and the
wasps have definitely overstayed! They
have now begun to invade the house and
the large queens are particularly

STEWART PENNY
GARDEN MACHINERY
SALES, SERVICE & REPAIRS
WESTON NURSERIES

CORTON

NR WARMINSTER

BA12 0SZ

TEL 07714 212806 Y
stewartpennyservices@outlook.co

unwelcome! | have had three stings of
amazing intensity and we feared the dogs
might investigate a sleepy and irritable
intruder. They have now been dealt with
but survivors still appear. | think they
squeeze in through old window frames.
Still a small challenge when one considers
floods in Pakistan and all the other horrors
world-wide.

Turning from all the greed,
brutality and stupidity that we humans can
display I look at the miracle of birds, their
beauty, ingenuity and amazing achieve-
ments. | read recently of a small bird, a
Bar-tailed Godwit, a bird of the shorelines.
This little bird set a world record by flying

I.N. NEWMAN LTD
Family Controlled Independent
Funeral Directors

Private Chapels of Rest
24 Hour Care and Assistance
at a time of Bereavement

Nominated Funeral Director for:
Golden Charter
Pre-payment funeral plan

MONUMENTAL MASONS

Griffin House,
55 Winchester Street Salisbury, SP1 THL
Telephone: 01722413136

non-stop for 8,425 miles from Alaska to
Tasmania without pausing to eat, drink or
sleep. The 5-month-old bird was fitted
with a satellite tag and set off on 15th
October, touching down 11 days later in
northeast Tasmania. There are many
instances of marathon migratory flights
but most birds drop down to refuel. This
bird lost half its body weight and | hope it
is now recovered. | hope too that it
manages to survive the dire pestilence that
is Avian Flu.

5 o’clock and dark outside. It is the
time to enjoy the magic of lighted
windows. In the village, Cress Cottage
stood dark and seemingly unloved for many
months. Now it is lovely to see windows
alight and even extra lights to celebrate
Christmas!

BL

need your hair done at home?

Denise Nicoll
01985 303311

for all your hairdressing needs
FULLY INSURED
The Warminster mobile (State Registered)Hairdresser

¥ HORIZON

TREE & HEDGE CARE

Gardens and E

Garden Maintenance 4
Planting Schemes and -
Landscaping

Tree Surgery and Specialist
hedges.

Peter Longbourne HND NCA
Ground Control (UK) Ltd
01985 840171 (Est 1989)

Garden Strueiures

Outdoor Carpentry
Landscaping

Paths, Paving and Walls

Full design and build service.

Alex Mackintosh
Garden Structures
01380 830348

07931 766553

DAVIS &
LATCHAM

YOUR INDEPENDENT
LOCAL ESTATE AGENT
WITH EXPERIENCE
SPANNING FIVE DECADES

43 Market Place Warminster
Wilts BA12 9AZ
(01985) 846985

www.davislatcham.co.uk
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* WORSHIP in the UPPER WYLYE VALLEY DECEMBER 2022

4th DECEMBER ~ Tytherington 8.30am Holy Communion (BCP)
Sutton Veny 9.30am Parish Communion choir
2nd Sunday Codford St Peter 11.00am Parish Communion
of Advent Upton Lovell 6.00pm Evensong (BCP)
Codford St Mary 5.00pm Christmas Anthology
11th Sutton Veny 9.30am for 10.00am Café church, breakfast from 9.30
Norton Bavant 9.30am Holy Communion (BCP)
3rd Sunday Upton Lovell 11.00am Matins (BCP) choir
of Advent Heytesbury 11.00am Parish communion
Codford St Mary 6.00pm Evensong (BCP)
18th Boyton 8.30am Holy Communion (BCP)
Sherrington 11.00am Carol Service
4th Sunday Sutton Veny 4.30pm Carol Service
of Advent Codford St Peter 4.30pm Carol Service
Heytesbury 6.00pm Evensong (BCP) choir
Upton Lovell 6.00pm Carol Service
Monday 19th Knook 6.00pm Carol service
Tuesday 20th Tytherington 7.00pm Carol Service
Wednesday 21st ~ Boyton 6.30pm Carol service
Friday 23rd Heytesbury 6.00pm Informal Carol service
Saturday 24th Codford Village Hall 4.00pm Crib Service in Broadleaze Bar
Heytesbury 4.00pm Crib Service
CHRISTMAS EVE  Sutton Veny 4.00pm Crib Service
Codford St Peter 11.30pm Midnight Mass
Sutton Veny 11.30pm Midnight Mass
Sunday 25th Tytherington 8.30am Holy Communion (BCP)
Sherrington 9.30am Christmas Communion
CHRISTMAS DAY  Upton Lovell 9.30am Christmas Communion
Codford St Mary 11.00am Family Christmas Service
with Short Communion
Heytesbury 11.00am Christmas Communion
Norton Bavant 11.00am Christmas Carol Service

JANUARY 2023

1st JANUARY Sutton Veny 10.00am Patronal service of rededication choir
Christmas 2 for the New Year
8th Norton Bavant 9.30am Parish Communion choir
EPIPHANY Manor Farm Tytherington ~ 10.30am Informal Plough Sunday Service
Upton Lovell 11.00am Matins (BCP)
Plough Sunday Heytesbury 11.00am Parish communion
Codford St Mary 6.00pm Evensong (BCP)
15th Boyton 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
Epiphany 2 Codford St Peter 9.30am Parish Communion choir
Baptism of Heytesbury 9.30am Sunday Worship
Christ Upton Lovell 11.00am Parish Communion
22nd Sutton Veny 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
Epiphany 3 Codford St Mary 9.30am Parish Communion
Knook 11.00am Parish Communion choir
Heytesbury 6.00pm Evensong (BCP)
29th Codford St Peter 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
Candlemas Heytesbury 10.00am TEAM SERVICE for Candlemas  choir

FROM THE REGISTERS

Funerals
and Thanksgiving Services

Our sympathy and love to those
who mourn the passing of
Phil Dale
on 4th November at Heytesbury
Gaby Thomas
on 7th November at Codford St Mary
Interment of Ashes
John Ponsonby
Air Vice Marshall Ret’d
on 14th November at Sutton Veny
May they rest in the peace
and light of Christ

Please contact the Ministry Team to make
arrangements for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals,
Confirmation preparation or Service of Prayer
and Dedication after a Civil Marriage.

The clergy will officiate at any
crematorium service.

HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY
General Manager Paul Budd
01985 840441

ST GEORGE'S CATHOLIC CHURCH
31 Boreham Road, Warminster BA12 9JP

PARISH PRIEST
Fr Martin Queenan
ATTACHED PRIESTS
Fr Raymond Hayne Fr Malcolm Ferrier
01985 212329

ST JOHN’S HEYTESBURY

Unfortunately, the Carol Concert with U3A
has had to be cancelled

Open Coffee Morning
Wednesday 7th December

from 10 am.
All are welcome to join the Residents for an
open coffee morning.

Christmas Bingo
Thursday 8th December -
6.30 for 7 pm.

Village Bingo takes place in the Residents’
Hall and all are welcome

The Hedgehogs
Wednesday |4th December
at 10.30 am.

The Hedgehogs pre-school will perform their’
Christmas Nativity and Songs in the Hall and
all are welcomes to join us.

Chapel Service
Wednesday 2 1st December

Christmas Service at 10.30 am.
All are welcome to join the final Chapel
Service of 2022.
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MARKET PLACE

Would you like to advertise with us? Contact katherine.venning@gmail.com

BESPOKE KITCHENS

Braddell’s Artisan Furniture Makers
in Warminister 07739 124462
Facebook : Braddell’s Bespoke Design

ELECTRICIANS

Pears Electrical 07717534026
Nigel: pearselectricians@talktalk.net

GENERAL BUILDERS AND JOINERS

Mike Turner Construction 07779859875
www. miketurnerconstruction.com

PAINTING AND DECORATING

James Ashley 07595 948840
Qualified painter and decorator
27 Westlands, Heytesbury

PLASTERING

Lee Hadfield 07765 945722
30 yrs of experience
johnhadfield58@gmail.com

PLUMBING

Hhp (see p 4)

Codford Builders Ltd
Bathrooms and heating

213314

840521

300403

840891

Stefan 217394

COMPUTER SERVICES

Simple PC Help 07979 252573 /330073
richard@simplepchelp.co.uk

WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT

Stephen Oxlade 07801 090335
admin@newvalleywebdesign.com

CAR SERVICING & MAINTENANCE
Auto Services, Pete Jenkins

Carsons Yd, East St, Warminster 215749
C&C Servicing and Repair. MOTs

Woodcock Road 07867 384766 / 217407
POST OFFICE, HEYTESBURY 840914
POST OFFICE, CODFORD 850345
WEALTH MANAGEMENT
Jeremy Coltman (see p 8) 07976 398194

ANTIQUES, CODFORD

Dave Alder at Tina’s 850828
Open Mons, Tues & Sat. 9.30 am =5 pm

PET SHOP

Baber Animal Feeds
Farm, equine, poultry, fur, feather, fin

13 Weymouth Street, Warminster 219 602
CATTERY, CATS WHISKERS
Weston Nurseries, Corton 850504
FARM SHOP, CROCKERTON
Wylye Valley Vineyard 211337

wylyevalleyvineyard@gmail.com
FIREWOOD, seasoned logs for sale

Jerry Poolman 07966 272960

ashdownfarmllp@hotmai I.co.uk

TREE and GARDEN SERVICES
W B Yeates (see p 8} 07716 000614

Gardening, landscaping, hedge cutting

whbyeatesgardens@gmail.com
Peter Longbourne (see p 9}
Rod Ford (Codford)

Basic garden maintenance
Chris Roberts (see p 7) 01722 716736
Horizon Tree and Hedge Care (see p 9)

07931 766553

840171
851134

PROPERTY and GARDEN maintenance

Hugh (Heytesbury) 07951 014153

Warminster Fencing Ltd 217775
sales@warminsterfencing.co.uk

WINDOW CLEANING, gutters, fascias

Clearer Windows 07922 575690
richnurdin@gmail.com

Area code 01985 unless otherwise stated

PUBS, tRESTAURANTS and 1 B&B
Hillside Cafét Codford

Restaurant and take-away 850712
Prince Leopoldti Upton Lovell 850460
The Woolpackt Sutton Veny 840834
The Red Lion @ Heytesburyt# 840333

Home cooked food, garden, family friendly
Ginny's Cafe, Boyton 850381

ginnysboyton@gmail.com

Open daily 10-2pm

HEALTH AND WELLBEING
MOBILE FOOT CARE
kirstywithey@outlook.com
Foot health practitioner 07507 708945
Wylye Valley Personal Trainer (see p 5)
steve@aimbodyfitness.com 07876461603
Beauty Retreat at Tytherington
Susanking21@mail.com 07568 574918
www.beautyretreatwiltshire.co.uk
King Interiors/Suki Art at Tytherington
gifts, soft furnishings & art gallery
Facebook@wylyevalley01 07568 574918
Traditional Chinese Acupuncture
Vaiva Minceviciute 07853 663979
info@dynamicequilibrium.org.uk
Physical Therapy, Upton Lovell
using the Bowen Technique
roscoombs@gmail.com
Fitness Pilates
Codford Village Hall
Rosie Poolman
Zumba
Civic Centre,Warminster
rosiepoolman@talktalk.net
WYLYE VALLEY VOICES
Codford Village Hall Wednesday 1.30
Andrew Forbes-Lane 07774731918
andrew@andrewforbeslane.com

851277

Tues 5.00/Wed 9.30
07760 496291 or 211431
07760 496291
Wednesday 6.00

Fuga in Egipt : Jesus, with Mary and Joseph, escaping from Bethlehem, as King Herod plans to kill him. Painting on the outer wall of a church in Campeni, Romania, photographed by Barnabas Wilson.

The Parish News of Upper Wylye is available on the team website, upperwylyevalleyteam.com/team/parish-news/.
When contacting advertisers, please tell them that you read about them in The Upper Wylye Parish News.



