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“When August days are hot an’ dry, I won’t sit by an’ sigh”

Serving the villages of Boyton, Codford, Corton, Heytesbury, Knook, Norton Bavant, Sherrington, 

Sutton Veny, Tytherington and Upton Lovell since 1979, and delivered free to 1400 homes. 

Dear Everyone,

As many of you know, 
I took the difficult 
decision to retire from 
Ministry some months 
ago. Not an easy
decision but I felt that 
the time was right.

I would like to thank 
you for your support 
over the years of my 
Ministry and indeed for
your  generosity.

I purchased a new tablet and after
some thought and discussion
with Roger, we decided to add a
Moorcroft vase to our collection. It
is a beautiful reminder of you all.

I can only say thank you again 

With Love and Blessings,
Diana.  
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SCAM ALERT 

There could be a new scam doing the

rounds, I just had an email purporting to

be from someone I knew asking me to get

an Apple voucher for his niece, as he is

unable to get it as he is travelling. He

suggests I get it online and send to his

niece’s email address. 

I checked the sender’s email address,

and it is different to the one I know.

Be aware… and be careful!

RC

FIlMs at tHE WOOlstORE
7.30pm – tickets £6.00 

from Codford post Office

Wednesday 5 july 7.30pm – - 

a MaN CallED OttO (15)

A remake of the Swedish film A Man Called

Ove. Otto (Tom Hanks) is a curmudgeonly

widower with staunch principles, strict

routines, and a short fuse. people think

him bitter, and he thinks they are idiots.

Otto’s well-ordered, solitary world gets a

shake-up one November morning with the

appearance of new neighbours, a chatty

young couple and their two boisterous

daughters, who announce their arrival by

accidentally flattening Otto’s mailbox.

Wednesday 2 august– - 

luNaNa : a yaK IN tHE ClassROOM (Pg)

When a daydreaming but discontented

young teacher is posted to Lunana, a

remote village high in the Himalayan-

mountains, he is disheartened to find a

simple, yak herding community lacking

basic amenities such as electricity or even

a blackboard in its school classroom. 

(Subtitled)

T H E  D I A RY

PARISH NEWS
Editor Robin Culver

robinwculver@mac.com
Chairman David Shaw 850372

danddshaw@btinternet.com

ADVERTISING AND EDITORIAL
The Parish News, which is not for profit, relies on and is
very grateful to all advertisers without whom the
magazine could not be produced. Prospective advertisers
should contact  Ralph Oxborrow (see details below).
However the Parish News does not endorse any of the
products or services advertised and takes no
responsibility for any disappointment, accident or injury,
howsoever caused, resulting from purchase or
involvement. We welcome contributions on any subject
but reserve the right to edit to fit. Opinions expressed in
material from contributors are for readers to appreciate
and are not necessarily endorsed by the editorial team.

All editorial copy should be sent to the Editor
robinwculver@mac.com by 10th of previous month. 

Advertising contact Ralph Oxborrow 841078
rsoxborrow1@aol.com
Marketplace contact Katherine Venning 840283
katherine.venning@gmail.com

Printing by Footfall Direct 01225 706058
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THE ELIZABETHAN EVENING 

AT MANOR FARM, BA12 7QE 

Sunday 30 July 2023 at 6.30pm 

Tickets: illyria.co.uk, 

01373 832 113

Gates open: 5.30pm. 

Performance approx. 1hr 50mins 

(inc 20min interval). Seating IS PROVIDED. 

Picnics welcome. 

Cancellation in dangerous weather only, 

when performance will be rescheduled. 

Adults £16       Child £10. 

Tickets are non-refundable.  Licensed Bar



HOPE IN all tHINgs

As I write this the weather has improved

after what seemed like a very long winter;

spring, if not summer has finally come.

everywhere looks bright and green and I

am certainly feeling much brighter and

more hopeful. The rector’s post was

advertised at the beginning of May, and we

await to see if candidates have applied for

the post before 15th June, the closing

date for applications. Who wouldn’t want

to come to this beautiful part of Wiltshire?

New beginnings for most of us are on our

way as we look to the future. I look

forward to getting my old age pension in

January and joining you with my bus pass

at the bus stop. How far can I travel for

free I wonder? I can’t believe I am nearly

there.

          Where have the years gone! I am

sure many of you have been through

similar experiences, looking back on the

past and recalling all the people who we

have known and lost. The first half of this

year has been particularly busy for me

with the sadness of too many funerals

including three of my own family. Sadly

the older we get, loss and funerals

become all too familiar. But having said

that, I do love reminiscing and recalling

the past. When my father came to live

with me he enjoyed meeting many of you

and loved to hear your stories about Cod-

ford in the past. I think the saying about

turning into our parents is true; more and

more I am living in the past. The Christian

hope allows us to face the future what-

ever and wherever that will be, without

fear and dread but with hope. even in

death there is hope, for those who have

died and for those left behind. remember

that when life seems hard, God is always

with you in Jesus; he has been there and

felt the pain of loss.

Rev Cliff Stride 

.

nEW HOUSE GROUP fOR 

THE TEAM

From 15th June a new house group for the

UWV Team, called ‘Open House’ is up and

running. All are welcome and you can dip

in or out as you please.  We are thinking

about ‘trusting God in troubled times’

based on the book of Isaiah. 

The group meets weekly at 7pm on

Thursday evenings  at The Vicarage

Codford or Little Orchard Chitterne road

Codford. please get in touch with rev

Clifford 850941 or Vincie 850239

THE UPPER WYLYE VALLEY TEAM            

Our vision is to be open, welcoming, growing and inclusive churches, 

living within the love of God, and sharing God's love and life with others.

upperwylyevalleyteam.com

MInISTRY TEAM LETTER LOVING OUR NEIGHBOUR AS CHRIST LOVES US
Do you need some support? If you would like a chat,
prayers, spiritual, pastoral or  practical support and

help, please do call someone from the numbers below 

TEAM RECTOR
Vacancy

upperwylyevalleyteam@gmail.com    840081
MINISTRY TEAM
Team Vicar
The Revd Clifford Stride (on duty Tues.Wed.Sun)

cgstride@btinternet.com 850941
Ordained Ministers with Permission to Officiate
The Revd Robin Hungerford 840522

rhungerford157@gmail.com
The Revd Jonathan Hiscox (day off Friday) 840966

jonathan.hiscox@btinternet.com 851250
Licensed Lay Minister
Katherine Venning LLM 840283

katherine.venning@gmail.com
CHURCHWARDENS
Boyton & Corton Post vacant 
Codford St Mary Post vacant
Codford St Peter Alasdair McGregor 850073
Heytesbury Tina Sitwell 840556 
Knook Robert Pottow 850285
Norton Bavant John Acworth 840134

Edward Moore 840420 
Sherrington Richard Morris 07555425110
Sutton Veny Richard Jackman 840899
Tytherington Caroline Lester-Card 07787556505
Upton Lovell Andrew Cumming 850834
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS
Codford Henry Collins 850193 
Norton Bavant Didee Acworth 840134 
Heytesbury: Alison Tebbs 841192
Sutton Veny Richard Jackman 840899
BELL RINGERS Nick Claypoole 850724
PARISH CHOIR Katherine Venning 840283

Page 3

THOUGHT fOR THE MOnTH

Jesus called the disciples together and

said, “you know that the rulers of the

Gentiles lord it over them, and their high

officials exercise authority over them. Not

so with you. Instead, whoever wants to

become great among you must be your

servant, and whoever wants to be first

must be your slave— just as the Son of Man

did not come to be served, but to serve,

and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Matthew Chapter 20 RH

PRAYER GROUP

We pray daily. 

If you have any prayer requests,

please call Anne 

on 07432 205229

MUDDY CHURCH

‘Muddy Church’ is church outside but

hopefully not too muddy at this time of

year!

     It is an opportunity to walk and talk,

or wander and wonder (at God’s creation)

or just a time to listen, connect and/or

reflect either on your own or with others.

It is great for all ages and was originally

started following Covid when the rules

were still quite restrictive about meeting

in doors.

     Our first Muddy Church was held in

March around Sutton Veny church with a

mix of activities and ended with toasting

marshmallows over a fire pit.

     The next one will be on July 9th at

Noon at Manor Farm, Codford which will

be a drive/walk out to the downs with

some activities, reflections, and a picnic.

please bring a picnic and good weather!

plan B would be get wet or toast more

marshmallows round a firepit in the barn! 

We will meet at the farm and all are

welcome. For more information call Henry

Collins on 07977470333 or 850193 

THATCHCRAFT LIMITED
Ellis Butcher 

Master  Thatcher

Tel: 01985 877122
Mob: 07778 598851

E: ellisbutcher@live.co.uk
www.thatchcraft.co.uk

When contacting advertisers please 
tell them that you read about them 

in the Parish News! !



This month our gardening becomes a little

different. We’ve all planted, weeded, fed

and so on, but now we’re watering,

harvesting and dead-heading to boost the

show. As the display and growth get bigger,

dead-heading and picking are very

satisfying. And much less hard work than

weeding and planting, although the

bindweed is still trying to climb

everywhere if left unattended! 

Hanging baskets come into their

own and look magnificent when you can’t

see the basket peeping through the

flowers. I grow trailing tomatoes in

hanging baskets and love picking off the

odd fruit when I pass by. There is nothing
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THOUgHTS FROM MY gARDEn…

like the taste of tomatoes straight from

the plant. That, of course, can be said

about anything picked straight from the

garden and makes all the hard work

earlier in the year well worth the effort. 

My fruit cage is fit to burst, so

freezer bags are at the ready, spaces

created in the freezer and jam jars

collected all year round are ready for jams

and jellies. Courgettes are very prolific

and will arrive at the Saturday produce

Stall in the church very soon. They are

best picked small as they taste delicious;

if they get too big, what to do with them

can become quite a problem. My father

used to grow marrows and we ate stuffed

marrow on a regular basis all through the

summer. Delicious mince in the middle

and then the 2 halves sealed with skewers

and roasted. I did enjoy it, but I have to

confess I’ve never cooked it myself and

I’m not tempted to! Courgettes are better

lightly steamed or raw in a salad.

The colours in the garden have

become much more varied now, there is

not the obvious display of all the early

flowering plants, but everything is in full

bloom and height. I think the best display

this month is roses in all their forms.

With the warmer weather I am

looking forward to doing some entertain-

ing in the garden at either lunch time or

in the evening. Sharing the garden with

friends is a great joy. And I’m hoping for a

new comfy garden chair for my birthday

so that I can sit back and relax after all

the dead heading and picking, enjoy the

sound of gentle water flowing into the

pond, and look with some satisfaction at

the colours and shapes all around me. A T

The photo shows my novice attempt at

cooking a sunflower for a family picnic.

The original sunflower was the centre-

piece of an Italian picnic prepared by

Michela, a native of southern Italy where

it is a speciality. It was a real work of art

with black sesame and sunflower seeds

decorating the centre for full effect.

Children would love to make it with you

and it is surprisingly quick and easy to

prepare.

Use puff pastry for top and bottom,

rolled thin, about 10 inches across. 

The filling is:

250/300 gr of boiled (and drained)

spinach. 

250 gr of fresh ricotta

50 gr of parmesan

2 small eggs (keep one yolk aside to

brush on the surface and make it

shine)

nutmeg, salt and pepper

Michela’s recipe is similar to the youTube

demo which shows you how to put it         

together:

www.youtube.com/watch?v=eIkzeaAd-Ms

          The smiley-face sunflower had

tinned tuna, anchovy and ricotta for the

filling (and anchovies to decorate the

face).

          For picnickers who are gluten and

lactose intolerant, I made a third

sunflower using spelt-flour bread-dough

(instead of pastry), and a filling of

FLOWERS WITH A FLAVOUR

spinach, feta cheese and pecorino. It

tasted just as good.

          It’s handy to use the cardboard

from underneath a supermarket pizza as

a serving plate.

Katherine Venning

Enjoying the summer sun!
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research has shown it did happen).

It becomes clear that what

Mackenzie has discovered is a war crime

and he and Amy Vanneck are now hunting

for a psychopath, whom the gruesome

discovery at Two Storm Wood is not an

end but a beginning.

The vivid descriptions, plot and

narrative make this book a page turner

and I can recommend with no hesitation

whatsoever. It also encouraged me (once

I had read the book) to research how

the war dead were collected from the

battlefields. RC

Do you have a book you can recommend

to our readers? a brief book review will be

particularly welcome, please forward to

the editor for inclusion in future editions

of the Upper Wylye parish News.

BOOK REVIEW

TWO STOrM WOOD By pHILIp GrAy

It is not often that I walk into a bookshop

and pick a book having had a brief glance

at the blurb on the back. It was one of

those days, the grandchildren were

waiting for me, and I was desperate for

something to read.

The story takes place in 1919, on

the desolate and deserted battlefields of

the Great War in Northern France. The

guns have long fallen silent and there are

now members of the labour corp and

soldiers who have the gruesome and

dangerous task of collecting the dead for

burial. The descriptions of this task are

quite horrifying.

Captain Mackenzie, a soldier who

survived the war, cannot bring himself to

return to his home, he feels he must

recover the remains of his fallen

comrades and lay them to rest. There is

absolute turmoil when a particularly grue-

some discovery is made beneath the ruins

of a German strongpoint.

The other main character is Amy

Vanneck who is searching the battlefields

for the body of her fiancé in France (at

first, I thought this was farfetched, but

I have just returned from a fishing trip to

the far North of Scotland with my son. We

stayed in a hotel which claims to be the

most remote hotel in the British Isles and

although I was expecting it to be remote,

I had not realised what went with that.

There was no mains electricity, power was

from a generator and solar panels, so

no microwave, no tea makings in the

bedrooms and I think no freezer. By

choice the proprietors chose not to have

a television and Wi Fi was intermittent so

no payment of bills by card.

          The nearest town was Thurso

which was one and a half hours drive!

However, the weather was kind, and the

fishing was very good. We were fishing in

what I would call a traditional fashion for

wild loch trout from a drifting boat. The

trout varied in size from 8 to 15 inches,

and we caught lots of them. They rose to

the fly freely and took in many different

ways, some coming up with a head and

tail rise (the headfirst followed by the tail

later), some jumped out to take the fly

either on the way up or on the way down.

With this form of rise it is not possible to

know when the trout has taken the fly,

but the important thing is to wait before

lifting the rod to hook the fish. Some take

underwater with no sign of any distur-

bance on the surface. All of this requires

concentration if a high proportion of the

rises are to be hooked. A few fish were

killed and eaten but the majority were

returned. 

          We were on the margins of the

flow country and birds were good. On our

way to the loch on our first morning

we saw a Golden eagle and a male Hen

Harrier. Hen harriers were a regular sight

although the eagle was only seen twice.

Oyster Catcher chicks were seen on the

road and red Grouse chicks. 

          We were woken each morning by

the drumming of a Snipe and Cuckoos

were plentiful. I understand that

Cuckoos are thriving in Scotland, unlike

AngLIng nOTES 

Wren House
Residence for the Retired and Elderly

Wren House in Warminster is a long-established, elegant retirement home,
specialising in individual care in gracious surroundings.

Having just thirteen rooms, each with a private bathroom, we are able to
offer the ambience of a family home, together with caring staff and the
facilities to enable our residents to grow old with dignity.

Ms Tracey Atkins, Manager
Wren House Limited, 32 Vicarage Street, Warminster BA12 8JF

Tel: 01985 212578

england because there are plenty of

hairy caterpillars, mostly the caterpillars

of the emperor Moth, which are their

main food source and there are plenty of

Meadow pipits which host their eggs and

rear their chicks. 

          The Flow country is being put

forward for acceptance as a world

heritage site on account of it being such

a large area of peat bog. It cannot be

described as pretty but the landscape

with its surrounding hills (Benns) is

stunning and the remoteness probably

unique in the British Isles.

Robin Mulholland

KTV Systems
TV aerials, satellite TV and 

CCTV installations and repairs.

info@ktvsystems.co.uk

07825 812955 or 220247



E.G. MARTIN LTD
WESTBURY (01373)

822784 / 864676
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I escaped recently to Greece for a week.

The weather conditions were good but not

the norm for that time of year and it was

noticeably greener than you would

expect. I returned for robert to leave

within hours to go cycling in the French

Alps for 6 days, he too had unseasonable

weather with some hefty thunderstorms

and biblical rain.

proof that the Spring weather

across the board has been problematic

and for agriculture a wet, cold Spring has

meant crops went in late and going into

cold, wet soil was not conducive to a quick

germination period.

DOWn On THE FARM…

Grazing was late due to flooding in

the meadows, this meant us being a

month behind on letting the cows out onto

the grass. This of course then added

pressure on feed supplies on top of a

difficult year last year with the drought

conditions.

It's not all doom and gloom,

eventually the grass was lush, and the

crops are looking good. I can vouch for this

having accompanied robert on a crop

walking session on his return from France.

I would like to say I went, one because I’m

very interested (interested, but not very).

Two, research for this article (partly the

case), in fact it was mainly because

Farmer robert took a bit of a tumble on

his holiday. A rather badly placed curb

across a railway line meant he and the

bike parted company! Fortunately, he

seems to have escaped skin grafts which

were a serious consideration and more

importantly nothing broken, and he

continued to ride for the rest of the

holiday with only one day off.

On his return and patched up once

again by the nurse, told to take it easy

(as if that was going to happen) he

promptly decided, due to some urgency

with spraying, that the crops needed look-

ing at immediately. I felt it wise to go with

him and pleased I did; the fields were

looking good and the crops developing

perfectly.

First cut of silage was damp at

times, second cut was extremely good,

and fertilizer was immediately applied to

encourage third cut to grow well.

We now of course have a mini

heatwave. This is causing some heat stress

to the cows; the best cure for this is to

keep them in, as the barns are cool.  

Harvest not looking likely in July

due to the rape dying; it was so dry last

August it never germinated. We hope the

combine will be out in the fields during

August if all goes to plan.

The showing season has started and

Jamie along with his cousin Sophie and a

friend of hers took four calves to the Bath

and West show. A very successful first trip

out this year for the calves and the

handlers with a pretty selection of

rosettes ranging from 4th, 3rd, 2nd and

reserve Champion. We look forward to

more shows as the year moves on.

All go, go, go ‘Down on the Farm’.

Kit pottow

DID YOU KnOW ?  The Town of Warminster

The Town of Warminster.

(An extract from ‘The History of

Warminster,’ by John J Daniel.)

“Nature,” said the writer of Magna

Britannia, “hath plentifully provided for

the inhabitants of Wiltshire all things

necessary for life. For, though it hath no

ports for foreign commodities, yet hath it

no occasion for them, being plentifully

provided with everything useful; for the

air is sweet and healthy and the water

is wholesome and plentiful, every part

being watered with rivers and brooks of

clear useful streams. Of the pastures of

this county, it is said that the grass

of them is the sweetest in england.

There is hardly a pleasanter place in

england for air, than Salisbury plain.

Near the S.W. extremity of Salisbury

plain lies the town of Warminster, con-

sidered one of the most healthy towns in

england and famous for its longevity of

its inhabitants.”         Jonathan Wansey

Glorious Food
Home-made food for 

all occasions 
Dinners, lunches, funeral teas  

Canapé parties  

Please email or ring if you’d like 
to discuss a forthcoming event  

Melanie Lee  
07790 082162 

melcooking@hotmail.com
find me on Instagram - melsgloriousfood

5

Spire Electrical Services Ltd

Your local friendly electrician

Over 30 years’ experience

All work fully guaranteed

Free estimates

NICEIC approved electrical contractor

Mark Briffitt

07733104993
spireelectricalservices@outlook.com

4 Springhead, Sutton Veny, BA12 7AG

When contacting advertisers please 
tell them that you read about them 

in the Parish News! !
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you about because the Guvnor at last

bowed to the Muvnor’s cajoling and took

our old broken, plastic, barrow to the

dump. This prompted some schoolboy

repartee between him and his mates with

which I became bored quite quickly

but not before overhearing some reminis-

cences about the radio 4 Quiz called

‘I’m sorry I haven’t a Clue.’ One task

given the team was to name any UK city

or town that was at the forefront of

recycling old, broken or unwanted garden

tools or furniture. The answer was Barrow

in Furness – and I went back to sleep.

Then it just got worse. They

invented an email that purportedly came

from a gardener who was answering the

question, ‘When you buy your new ‘barra’

may I have a viewing as I am in the market

for one and haven’t yet made up my mind

which one to buy?’

“Sir, Guvnor’s not bine a noo barra

as mean ole git says the two old barras we

have are ok for lo paid gardner to use

(who spends all day in the pottin’ shed

drinkin’ tea and smokin’ ennyway).

Sighnin' off now, Sir. Need a fag an’ a

cuppa. Wawn ou't nowennyway – sir.

ps: guvnor says wot about your old

barra wot was swept away in the flood

but was picked up and found on bord Nose

Ark. Duff now, I spect, so can’t help

During this spell of warm weather, the

Guvnor keeps mumbling the words from

the Kinks’ famous 1966 hit ‘In the

Summertime’ and stressing the line,

‘lazin’ on a summer afternoon’ as he gets

on with mowin’ the lawn. I content myself

with the fact that I couldn’t manage the

mower, even if I was inclined to help,

which I’m not.

There is a lot of gardening going

on, despite my lethargy. Now that sounds

like an obvious statement, but I was

dragged along to help buy a Clematis

plant to replace one that fell foul of the

strimmer last weekend and I’ve never

seen so many people buying stuff at the

Garden Centre. And not just plants;

masses of tools and baskets, pots and

hoses, mowers, and wheelbarrows.

It is wheelbarrows I want to tell

anymore; sorry; Bert”.

Apart from giving our spell checker

a heart attack, and being puerile, it was

unrealistic because gardeners today are

much better educated than in this skit,

are hard to find and charge £20 an hour,

or more, and they’re called Simon or

patrick.

Finally, I must tell you about a

telephone conversation I overheard

between the Guvnor, the Muvnor, and

their granddaughter who works abroad.

The latter asked him what he had been up

to that day and he replied, “I’ve been to

town for an eye test, to buy some lunch

at Greggs and to pick up a prescription for

your grandmother at the pharmacy.” She

responded: “I don’t know; old people

today – it’s all specs and drugs and

sausage rolls.” I can hear the Kinks

turning in their graves.

TURBO’S DOg BLOg FOR HIgH SUMMER

JEREMY COLTMAN 
WEALTH MANAGEMENT

If you would like a free no obligation initial review meeting, then please contact me

M:07976 398 194 E:jeremy.coltman@sjpp.co.uk www.jeremycoltmanwm.co.uk

I recognise that talking about money 

and finances is personal – sometimes 

sensitive. 

So, it’s reassuring to know that there’s

someone on hand who can help you 

address your needs, understand your 

goals, and realise your dreams.

I offer a friendly and approachable service,

backed by the strength and security of FTSE

100 company, St. James’s Place Wealth 

Management; and being local means I am 

here to help whenever you need me. 

I can help you with investments, retirement,

life assurance and estate planning. 

Puppy & Dog Training Classes, 

Behaviour Consultations, Dog

Walking, Dog Sitting & Day Care

Please contact Celia Callan BSc

(Hons) Dip CABC

Tel: 01985 248277      

Mob: 07806779749

celiacallanpuppyschool@hotmail.com
www.doggietraining.co.uk
www.puppyschool.co.uk

Professional,
Qualified & Insured Tutor

www.mindthepaws.com
Online Pet Boutique offering free click and

collect from Tytherington BA12 7AA

natural Treats
Health Supplements

Toys
Pet Bowls and Accessories

gifts for pet lovers 
and much more

Use HELLO10 at the checkout
for 10% off your first order of £10 or more.

hello@mindthepaws.com 07836 234053
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a Bug HuNt

“We’re going on a bug hunt, we’re not

scared!”

          Basically, go out for a walk and look

in the hedgerows, in amongst flowers or

under large stones and see if you can find

some of our wonderful insects. Be very

careful not to disturb them, replacing

stones or other objects very carefully. Look

at flowers as you walk as you may see a

whole variety of butterflies or different

bees. Once again if you can take photos

the editor will endeavour to publish in the

September copy of the parish News.

F O R  K I D S  ( A n D  A D U LT S  A S  W E L L ! )

The summer holidays from school are upon

us and many parents will be wondering

what to do over the long vacation. In these

difficult economic times, many people will

not be going on their annual holiday. Below

is a list of ideas which may help children

discard their tablets, phones computers et

al in order to appreciate the weather and

maybe learn a little more about the world

we live in.

INsECt ZOO

For this you will need four or more jam

jars and a trowel. 

Dig four holes over the garden preferably

in the flower bed or areas of the garden

that are not cultivated and place each jar

in one of the holes, (parental supervision

with young children is important) level up

the earth around it. Keep the lids in case

of rain. place some leaves or grass in the

jars.

          Check the contents of the jars each

day, you may find that overnight an insect

will have crawled into the jar. If there is

an insect in the jar, remove the jar from

the ground and examine it in detail. If you

have a phone with a camera, or a small

camera, photograph the insect. If you are

artistic do feel free to submit a drawing of

the creature. Once you have a picture,

gently release the insect by turning the jar

on its side. 

          In the event of rain, place the lids

on the jars. Any good high-resolution

photographs can be sent to the editor to

be published in the September edition of

the parish News.

MaKE a DEN!

This can be done inside the house (useful

on a wet day) or in the garden. My kids

used to use dining room table, chairs

and sheets but were especially inventive

with their ideas. please get permission

from your parents for anything you

use especially in the garden. Once again

photographs will be accepted for publica-

tion in future editions of the parish News.

OBjECts IN PlaIN sIgHt

When I was growing up my dad would say,

if we had lost anything and he could see it,

it was in plain sight. My mum would call on

St Anthony of padua, the patron saint of

lost things. She was always successful.

          With friends or siblings, choose a

small object; I use a thimble or a large

button with my grandchildren. Choose a

room in the house and place the object

somewhere in the room. Do not put it

behind cushions or under ornaments, just

place it on a surface (door handle is an

idea). Then ask your friends or sibling to

find it. This game can go on for ages,

especially if the object is in plain sight.

equally, this game can be played in the

garden.

RC

When contacting advertisers please 
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in the Parish News! !

Darren Ashley
Gardening and Handyman 

Grass cutting   Lawn laying
Orchard and riverbank mowing 

Fixing, repairing gates 
and fencing 

Hedge cutting and tree work 
Free quotations   Fully insured

no job too small

01985 300 225

07910 462 632

need your hair done at home?

Denise Nicoll
01985 303311

for all your hairdressing needs
FULLY INSURED

The Warminster mobile (State Registered)Hairdresser

01373 813132

THE HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY

Charity No: 200669

THIS ALMSHOUSE

CONTINUE TO PROVIDE

ACCOMMODATION FOR THOSE IN NEED 

IN EITHER SINGLE AND DOUBLE BEDROOM

FLATS OR BUNGALOWS. 

Please contact the Administrator, Paul Budd,

on 01985 840441 

or EMAIL: stjohnshospital2018@outlook.com

for further information 

and to arrange an informal visit. 

More information can be found on our 

website at: www.st-johns-hospital.org.
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An Update on the Heytesbury Deanery Link with Maridi in South Sudan

If anyone would like to support a child

for £70 annually, please contact us.

Our link began in 2009 and a

support group was instigated by revd

Lawrence Mathew and revd Gay

Maynard after their visit to Maridi.

South Sudan was also very dear to the

late Jane Shaw who was also instru-

mental in helping to maintain the link.

The group began as a prayer group but

soon began to give practical help and

to udate have raised in excess of

£60,000 to help our friends in Maridi,

mainly contributing to adult education

at the Chaima Christian Institute. The

status of the institute has recently

changed with it becoming a campus for

the episcopal University, but we are

still supporting students. 

The next fundraising event is a

coffee morning at St Lawrence church

on July 22nd from 10am.

Life is pretty tough in South

Sudan; it is made up of many

tribes which do occasionally come

into conflict but the civil war that

is happening presently in Sudan (a

separate nation) is a long way north of

Maridi which is in the southwest of

It doesn’t really seem a year ago that

we were planning for the visit of

bishops from South Sudan and Sudan

following the Lambeth Conference.

What an inspiring time that was and

the memory of the visit lives on. It

made such a difference to our support

group which has now increased in size

with almost a representative from

every parish/benefice in the Deanery.

We are looking for people willing to

help us recycle greetings cards (mainly

Christmas) in aid of the Link. Many

people across the Diocese of Salisbury

have bought such cards in aid of the

Sudan Medical Link for a number of

years but the scheme is now going

local with the profit going to our own

link funds. If you are a crafter with

the equipment to make such cards we

would love to hear from you.

In the last year the bursary

scheme for children attending Haddow

primary School (which is a church

school) has increased significantly. It

is a privilege to be able to support the

education of a child especially when

most of them are orphans with no

means to pay for a place in school.

South Sudan close to the Congo border.

It is very rural and doesn’t have the

facilities of Juba city, but it is a

relatively peaceful place making

great strides with the help of others

(including ourselves) in trying to

improve quality of life for all. There

are two main challenges for them due

to the war in Sudan -there is the

challenge of returners travelling

south, arriving with no food or shelter

and the challenge of very high

inflation. Any help we can give them is

hugely appreciated. 

Contact: revd Gay Maynard on 01373

832490 or eva Burton on 01985 216238.

All Saints’ church in Norton Bavant is to

be found inside the park gates of the

Manor House, in a delightful rural setting.

A recent bequest has allowed the building

to be restored, the tower stabilised and

the bells rehung. There’s more to be

done, but that’s true of most of our

churches. It now has heating which is

more effective than in many of our

churches, a kitchenette hidden behind

panelling beneath the bell tower, and a

toilet discretely situated behind the

church. All mod cons, in ecclesiastical

terms. It’s a small church with potential.

          The Benett chapel, behind a

curtain to the side of the nave, is

surprisingly generous in size, with a fine

modern altar, comfortable chairs, and

interesting memorials on the walls.

Services alternate monthly between a

contemplative BCp communion and parish

A CHURCH nEAR YOU 

communion. The church family is small,

but people from other villages join us,

and the addition of the choir and their

supporters is a  welcome increase to the

worshipping community. 

          There was a surprisingly good

turn-out for pimms & Hymns last year

with many people having found their way

to the church from Warminster, and the

same is true on Christmas morning each

year when there is standing room only for

the carol service.  

KV

Wylye Valley Personal Trainer
Your Local PT That Comes To You!

Quality Home Fitness Training Guaranteed!

Servicing:
Boyton, Codford, Corton, Heytesbury, Knook, 

Norton Bavant, Sherrington, Stockton, 
Sutton Veny, The Langfords, Tytherington, 

Upton Lovell, Wylye

Mob: 07876461603

Email: steve@aimbodyfitness.com
www.aimbodyfitness.com
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area pretty sterile. Of course, when in

flower it is a glorious sight. However, after

the initial devastation silver birch moved

in, primroses in Spring and now foxgloves

stand tall. There is birdsong and it is an

area transformed.

A similar transformation took place

in the main valley. I really like woodland

to be dense and tangly but again, a bit of

vision has opened up the whole area. The

large mature trees remain and seem to

open their branches in delight for sunlight

and air and are now thick with foliage.

Grass spreads thick and green and is host

to spreading bluebells, cowslips and now

there are orchids. The only cuckoo I have

heard so far has been there. How very

fortunate we are to have that area to

enjoy, the pleasure of walking among trees

cannot be overestimated.

In the village the Canada Geese

hatched four sturdy goslings, but they soon

moved on. That was a good move as the

heron is a regular visitor! Lovely to stand

outside the house in late evening to watch

bats sweeping the garden and to listen to

wonderful birdsong.

A vigilant Ian Keighley saw three

riders approach the river bridge one

Sunday morning. Sure enough three planks

were broken and it was a miracle no horse

V I L L Ag E  n E W S

sHERRINgtON

Summer floated in on billows of

white blossom. The clouds of hedge parsley

bordering lanes and roads well deserved

the alternative name of Queen Anne’s

Lace. Hawthorn blossom hung thick as

whipped cream (with the occasional dash

of raspberry sorbet) and chestnut trees

were weighed with candles. Interesting

that those same trees currently bursting

with luxuriant health will, at Summer’s end

have succumbed the annual blight that

reduces foliage to a brown crisp that owes

nothing to Autumn. Hawthorn has now

faded, replaced by white guelder rose,

elderflower the first delicate dog roses and

drifts of ox eye daisies.

I derive much pleasure from walking

in the Great ridge Wood at this time of

year. From September there are areas knee

deep in pheasants and best avoided when

accompanied by a dog with an interest in

Field Sport. A dog on a tight lead is no fun

for either of us! However, the months of

Spring and Summer are a delight. Just prior

to the Centenary year his Lordship had a

large area of rhododendron cleared. As far

as I know nothing feeds on it, nothing nests

in it and the growth is so dense and dark

that nothing grows beneath rendering the

was injured. Our brilliant village chairman

and clerk sprang into action and by Monday

the bridge was repaired, and warning

notices (albeit rather small) were in place.

I am sure we are all grateful to Wendy and

Mandy for looking after the village so well.

With Bob mowing the two footpaths we are

indeed well cared for.

BL
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Business Telecoms

Up to 50% cheaper than BT! 

● Cloud phone sytems·

● Super-Fast Broadband·

● 30 day rolling contract

Call Justin Fellowes.

We are a local company 

specialising in innovative 

business telecoms solutions.

Contact us for our latest offers

01985 620133

admin@apptel.co.uk
WWW.APPTEL.CO.UK

Stewart penny 
ServiceS

garden machinery
SaleS, Service & repairS

weSton nurSerieS
corton 
nr warminSter
Ba12 0SZ
tel 07714 212806

stewartpennyservices@outlook.com
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HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY

General Manager Paul Budd 

01985 840441

ST GEORGE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

31 Boreham Road, Warminster  BA12 9JP

PARISH PRIEST

Fr Martin Queenan

ATTACHED PRIESTS

Fr Raymond Hayne                    Fr Malcolm Ferrier

01985 212329
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FROM THE REgISTERS

Wedding / Blessing
Congratulations to

jessica agate & stephen Brewer
on 3rd June at Heytesbury

susanne & Kevin louis Payne 
on 3rd June at Norton Bavant

May they have many 
happy years of married life together

Baptisms

We welcome into the Christian Church

Cosima Mary Diana acworth 
on 8th April at Norton Bavant
leon Viktor louis Payne and

lilia Marie ann Payne
on 3rd June at Norton Bavant
Rowan David Francis Quayle
on 4th June at Sutton Veny

May they grow in the Christian Faith

Services of Thanksgiving

Our sympathy and love to those 
who mourn the passing of

Brenda akers 
on 9th June at Upton Lovell

Peter Barratt 
on 23rd June at Upton Lovell

May they rest in the peace 
and light of Christ

Please contact the Ministry Team to make

arrangements for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals,

Confirmation preparation or Service of Prayer 

and Dedication after a Civil Marriage. 

The clergy will officiate at any 

crematorium service.

2 July                     Sutton Veny                9.30am      parish Communion choir
4th  Sunday            Codford St peter       11.00am      Sea Sunday service
after Trinity            Upton Lovell               6.00pm      evensong (BCp)
                                                                                
9 July                     Norton Bavant            9.30am      Holy Communion (BCp)
                             Upton Lovell             11.00am      Matins (BCp)
5th  Sunday            Heytesbury               11.00am      parish communion 
after Trinity            Manor Farm, Codford 12 noon       Muddy church picnic and ramble
                             Codford St Mary          6.00pm      evensong (BCp) choir
                                                                                       
16 July                   Codford St peter         9.30am      parish Communion
6th  Sunday            Heytesbury                 9.30am      Sunday Worship
after Trinity            Upton Lovell             11.00am      parish Communion
                             Boyton                      11.00am      parish Communion choir
                                                                                
23 July                   Sutton Veny                8.00am      Holy Communion (BCp)
7th  Sunday            Codford St Mary          9.30am      parish Communion
after Trinity            Knook                       11.00am      patronal Festival Communion choir
                             Heytesbury                 6.00pm      evensong (BCp)
                                                                                
30 July                   Sutton Veny               10.00am      TeAM SerVICe choir
                                                                
Sunday 6 August                                                        
Transfiguration       Norton Bavant           10.00am      parish Communion
of Our Lord            Upton Lovell               6.00pm      evensong                                               
                                                                
Sunday 13 Aug        Codford St Mary        10.00am      Lammas Communion
10th  Sunday          St Leonard’s               6.00pm      evensong                                               
after Trinity            Sutton Veny                                         
                                                                
Sunday 20 Aug        Boyton                     10.00am      parish Communion
11th after Trinity    Tytherington               6.00pm      evensong                                              
                                                                
Sunday 27 Aug        Codford St peter        10.00am      parish Communion
12th after Trinity    Heytesbury                 6.00pm      evensong                                               

07931 766553

www.gibbonstaylorsolicitors.co.uk

“Do you need specialist legal advice 

on how to protect yourself and your 

loved ones in these uncertain times?”

We offer a professional, personal and caring

service, in order to help provide you with 

assistance in the following areas:

Wills, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Probate, 

Dispute Resolution, Employment & 

Company Commercial

Please call us on Tel: 01985 851206

23 Upton Lovell, Warminster  BA12 0JW



U S E F U L  C O n TAC T  n U M B E R S  Please telephone 840283 for any changes.

WOOLSTORE THEATRE 
    Bookings: Angus Bramwell         01722 743459
     angus.bramwell@googlemail.com
    Codford Post Office          850345
CODFORD GARDENING CLUB
    Karen Johnstone                    850258
CODFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
    Sir William Mahon 850586 
     Sally Thomson 850339
CODFORD LADIES CIRCLE
Evelyn Read  850831
PARISH WEBSITES
Team www.upperwylyevalleyteam.com
Webmaster admin@newvalleywebdesign.com
Heytesbury www.heytesburyparish.co.uk
Norton Bavant www.nortonbavant.co.uk
Sutton Veny www.suttonveny.co.uk
SPORTS CLUBS 
Badminton (Codford)
     Dominique Beagley                    850952
Cricket (Heytesbury & Sutton Veny) 
     Chair: Justin Wagstaff                    840782
     Secretary: Robert Robson
Heytesbury Football Club 
     Martyn Spratt         07790 728197
Tennis (Codford) 
     Chair: Vincie Abbott                   850239 
     Secretary: Jeremy Coltman       07976 398194
STARQUEST 
    Astronomy Club: Pete Lee        840093
SUTTON VENY FLOWER SHOW 
     www.suttonvenyflowershow.co.uk
SUTTON VENY NURSING HOME 840224
Area code 01985 unless otherwise stated. 

Norton Bavant John Acworth                 840134
Sherrington Nigel Lewis 850496
Sutton Veny Peter Strangeways 840403
PRE-SCHOOL AND CHILDCARE GROUPS
    Codford Caterpillars 
     Kim West                    851030
     Heytesbury Hedgehogs
     Annette Pulvertaft                 840798
    Wylye Coyotes Afterschool Club 851713

     info@wylyecoyotes.com  
     or 07805 515863
PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
Codford, Wylye Valley
     Head: Robert Barnes                    850461
Heytesbury
     Head: Mrs H Anderson                    840429
Sutton Veny
     Head : Adam Lewis 840428
     www.suttonveny.wilts.sch.uk
VILLAGE HALLS
Codford Secretary: Karungi Grant 850523
     secretary.codfordvh@gmail.com
     Bookings: Natasha Haughian             850133
     barsupervisor.codfordvh@gmail.com
Corton Fane Hall 
     Bookings: Tina Kerr 850373
Sutton Veny Chair: Alan Russell   840 883
     Newsletter: Richard Jackman              840899
     svvhnewsletter@gmail.com 
     Bookings: Gay Woods                     840057
     svvhbookings808@gmail.com
Upton Lovell Bookings: Ros Coombs 851277

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT      
    Dr Andrew Murrison MP          01225 358584
CITIZENS ADVICE 0800 144 8848
    citizensadvicewiltshire.org.uk/get-advice
NATIONAL DEBT LINE             0800 8084000
AGE UK 0300 3031234
SIMPLE ENERGY ADVICE LINE 0800 444202
CRIME STOPPERS 0808 1689111
MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS LINE 0800 953 0110
ENERGY SAVING TRUST
    energysavingtrust.org.uk
WILTSHIRE COUNCIL 0300 456 0100 
customerservices@wiltshire.gov.uk for help with
council tax, financial support, welfare provision,
free school meals and childcare, help in a crisis.
WILTSHIRE UNITARY COUNCILLORS 
    Andrew Davis                                      217431
     Christopher Newbury 01373 822508
     Bill Parks                                 07484 826540
POLICE: Warminster Neighbourhood Team 
     Warminster Police Station 01722 547175
     PC 2342 Helen Daveridge
     PSCO Leigh Holcombe 9548  07901 227971
     Leigh.holcombe@wiltshire.police.uk
     WarminsterAreaCPT@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk

Community Police (non-emergency) 101
PARISH COUNCILS
Boyton/Corton 
     Chair: Caroline Wheatley-Hubbard 850208
Codford Chair: Tom Thornton             850560
     Clerk: Karungi Grant 850523
     karungigrant.codfordparish@yahoo.com
Heytesbury Chair: Vanessa Sturmey07847941133
     Clerk: John Cap 01985 217144
Sutton Veny Chair: Carol Morris     840140
     Clerk: Heather Parks FSLCC       07970780424
Upton Lovell Chair: Steve Boxall             851171
     Clerk: Nicola Duke 01373 864127
     clerk@uptonlovell.org.uk
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Codford and District Branch: 
     Col Nick Quarrelle 851149
HEYTESBURY, HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN 
Administrator                                        840441
DOCTORS’ SURGERY CODFORD 850298
CODFORD POST OFFICE (Budgens) 850345
HEYTESBURY POST OFFICE      840914
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
Codford Mike Davidson               850549
Corton John Rigby 850303
Heytesbury Peter Andrews                840517

The Parish News of Upper Wylye is available on the team website, upperwylyevalleyteam.com/team/parish-news/. 
When contacting advertisers, please tell them that you read about them in The Upper Wylye Parish News.

Part of the upton lovell Coronation

celebrations on May 6th 2023,

included red, white and blue themed

flower arrangements in St Augustine's

Church, complete with bunting. All the

arrangements were provided by a team

of volunteer flower arrangers from the

village.

Joy Harrison 


