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2024 WYLYE VALLEY 
CALENdAR

The 2024 edition of this popular local

calendar is now available! As always, all

proceeds are donated to hope and homes

for Children (registered charity no.

1089490). The price remains the same as

last year, £11.00, and copies are available

locally from Wylye post Office, Budgens at

Codford, Ginny’s Café at the Ginger

piggery or heytesbury Stores, or in

Warminster from Coates & parker or the

Community hub. you can also order online

at www.chrislockphotography.co.uk or by

phone by calling hope and homes for

Children on 01722 790111.

The calendar depicts this lovely

part of Wiltshire at its best. For anyone

wishing to send the calendar as a gift, it

comes with a sturdy mailing envelope and

can be sent at the ‘large letter’ rate.

last year, combined sales of the

Wylye and Nadder Valley Calendars raised

£6,405. All of this money supports the

overseas programmes of hope and homes

for Children, in eastern europe, Southern

and east Africa and South Asia. The charity

remains committed to the belief that

every child deserves the love and

belonging of a safe family home.

FILMS AT THE WOOLSTORE

Wednesday 4 October 

WHAT’S LOVE GOT TO DO WITH IT?

(12A)

7.30pm – Tickets £6.00 

from Codford post Office

how do you find lasting love in today's

world? For documentary-maker and dating

app addict Zoe (lily James), swiping right

has only delivered an endless stream of

Mr. Wrongs, to the dismay of her eccentric

mother Cath (emma Thompson). For Zoe's

childhood friend and neighbour Kaz

(Shazad latif), the answer is to follow his

parents' example and opt for an arranged

(or "assisted") marriage to a bright and

beautiful bride from pakistan. As Zoe films

his hopeful journey from london to lahore

to marry a stranger chosen by his parents,

she begins to wonder if she might have

something to learn from a profoundly

different approach to finding love. 

SELLING POPPIES 
for Codford and district branch

royal british legion

November next month and we are on the

case with the poppy Appeal in support of

The royal British legion. This year I am

trying to top the amount we raised last

year (c£2500) and am on the lookout for

poppy sellers! We have contactless

machines as well as Qr codes that will

help all of us who never have cash (except

for when I buy Carola’s eggs!!) 

If it is something that interests

you, please can you contact me. please

dig deep this year and we will also be on

the gate of the much-anticipated Codford

Fireworks on November 11th if you

haven’t bought your poppy by then!

I am also on the lookout for

someone to take over from me! It is very

simple, does not require a huge amount

of work and our Community Fundraiser

peter Saunders is incredibly supportive!  

Susanna Quarrelle squarrelle@gmail.com

07835 057360

IMBER – 
80th ANNIVERSARY 

In November 1943, Imber residents were

given 47 days’ notice to pack up and leave

their homes to allow the village to be used

for training US military troops in street

fighting, in preparation for the Allied

Invasion of europe.

Some residents believed that

they would be allowed to return in 6

months’ time or at the end of the war, but

this never happened. It has now been 80

years since they left and to tell the story

of Imber, an exhibition is being planned to

be shown in heytesbury Church for the

weekend of the 14th and 15th of October.

If any Imber residents or their

descendants would like to share their

memories, please contact Tina Sitwell

(clsitwell@gmail.com)

t h e  d i a ry

PARISH NEWS
Editor Robin Culver

robinwculver@mac.com
Chairman David Shaw 850372

danddshaw@btinternet.com

ADVERTISING AND EDITORIAL
The Parish News, which is not for profit, relies on and is
very grateful to all advertisers without whom the
magazine could not be produced. Prospective advertisers
should contact  Ralph Oxborrow (see details below).
However the Parish News does not endorse any of the
products or services advertised and takes no
responsibility for any disappointment, accident or injury,
howsoever caused, resulting from purchase or
involvement. We welcome contributions on any subject
but reserve the right to edit to fit. Opinions expressed in
material from contributors are for readers to appreciate
and are not necessarily endorsed by the editorial team.

All editorial copy should be sent to the Editor
robinwculver@mac.com by 10th of previous month. 

Advertising contact Ralph Oxborrow 841078
rsoxborrow1@aol.com
Marketplace contact Katherine Venning 840283
katherine.venning@gmail.com

Printing by Footfall Direct 01225 706058
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Local Domiciliary Care Agency

Offer a bespoke care service for your

loved ones to support with living at

home.

Also looking to recruit dynamic carers 

to join our friendly team.

Contact 01985 850124 or email

info@caronscareline.co.uk

St. Peter’S ChurCh
will be holding 

a Ploughman’S lunCh 
at Codford Village hall

on Saturday 7th oCtober
at 12.00 noon, £6.

E.G. MARTIN LTD
WESTBURY (01373)

822784 / 864676
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Dear Friends,

It was about the first week in August when

I heard the comment “the nights are

beginning to draw in” and now we have ar-

rived at that month when the clocks

change, and the golden Autumn leaves

continue to fall.

          This time of year can either be very

gloomy or have quite a pleasant feel to

the days with the weakening sunshine

highlighting the changing colours. When

we are fortunate enough to have such

days, I always find myself feeling much

more cheerful because there seems to be

some kind of hope in the air, knowing that

the change to winter is only for a few

months before spring bursts back with the

joy of new life.

          Although it is terribly unseason-

able, such times always make me think

about the disciples and the terrible time

that they went through from Good Friday

until the first easter Day. In those hours,

they must have experienced mood swings

very much like those brought on by the

different days of autumn - sometimes

feeling that there was some kind of hope

as they remembered all that Jesus had

taught them, and on other occasions being

brought so very low as they considered the

full horror of what had happened to their

friend and master.

          yet, at the end of it all, there is

hope.

          What is true for autumn and the

coming spring is also true for the resur-

rection. With that joy to come, we must

use the days of autumn and winter wisely

- perhaps catching up on those tasks that

were not completed during the long

summer days.

          This is also true for our spiritual

lives for the long, dark evenings can be a

discouragement from going out. So as you

sit in the warmth of your homes, this

could be the time to look at your Bibles

and read those passages you’ve always

promised yourselves that you would look

at again - or even just spend some time

with God.

          Time is God’s gift to us, so let us

plan to use what he has given us to his

Glory.

          every blessing, Jonathan hiscox

the uPPer wylye Valley team            

Our vision is to be open, welcoming, growing and inclusive churches, 

living within the love of God, and sharing God's love and life with others.

upperwylyevalleyteam.com

MINIStRY tEAM LEttER LOVING OUR NEIGHBOUR AS CHRIST LOVES US
Do you need some support? If you would like a chat,
prayers, spiritual, pastoral or  practical support and

help, please do call someone from the numbers below 

TEAM RECTOR
Vacancy

upperwylyevalleyteam@gmail.com    840081
MINISTRY TEAM
Team Vicar
The Revd Clifford Stride (on duty Tues.Wed.Sun)

cgstride@btinternet.com 850941
Ordained Minister with Permission to Officiate
The Revd Jonathan Hiscox (day off Friday) 840966

jonathan.hiscox@btinternet.com 851250
Licensed Lay Minister
Katherine Venning LLM 840283

katherine.venning@gmail.com
CHURCHWARDENS
Boyton & Corton Post vacant 
Codford St Mary Post vacant
Codford St Peter Alasdair McGregor 850073
Heytesbury Tina Sitwell 840556 
Knook Robert Pottow 850285
Norton Bavant John Acworth 840134

Edward Moore 840420 
Sherrington Richard Morris 07555425110
Sutton Veny Richard Jackman 840899
Tytherington Caroline Lester-Card 07787556505
Upton Lovell Andrew Cumming 850834
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS
Codford Henry Collins 850193 
Norton Bavant Didee Acworth 840134 
Heytesbury: Alison Tebbs 841192
Sutton Veny Richard Jackman 840899
BELL RINGERS Nick Claypoole 850724
PARISH CHOIR Katherine Venning 840283

thOUGht fOR thE MONth

God so loved the world that he gave his

one and only Son, that whoever believes

in him shall not perish but have eternal

life. For God did not send his Son into the

world to condemn the world, but to save

the world through him. Whoever believes

in him is not condemned, but whoever

does not believe stands condemned

already because they have not believed in

the name of God’s one and only Son. This

is the verdict: light has come into the

world, but people loved darkness instead

of light because their deeds were evil.

everyone who does evil hates the light,

and will not come into the light for fear

that their deeds will be exposed. But

whoever lives by the truth comes into the

light, so that it may be seen plainly that

what they have done has been done in the

sight of God.  John chapter 3 v 16-21 RH

PARISh NEWS SUPPORtERS

At the end of August, the parish News

Committee hosted a garden party in Cod-

ford to thank its contributors, distributors

and other supporters which, when helpful

partners are taken into account, number

about a hundred. It was a fine evening and

almost 50 attended to receive the Chair-

man’s thanks for their important and var-

ious contributions, to have the part 

they play explained and to be encouraged

to continue with their roles. he concluded

by saying he understood that some people

may have to give up eventually, but in that

case could they please find a replacement

before they do.

          To those that were unable to at-

tend, this short piece is a poor substitute

for personal thanks but to every cog in the

complicated wheel that allows the parish

News to be delivered to 1500 households

in ten months of the year, we say a huge

thank you; we appreciate every effort

greatly.                               

          Finally, the Chairman thanked his

committee, who were all present. 

David Shaw; Chairman 

PRAYER GROUP
We pray daily. 

If you have any prayer requests,

please call Anne 

on 07432 205229

PARISh NEWS SUPPORtERS

Puppy & Dog Training Classes, 

Behaviour Consultations, Dog

Walking, Dog Sitting & Day Care

Please contact Celia Callan BSc

(Hons) Dip CABC

Tel: 01985 248277      

Mob: 07806779749

celiacallanpuppyschool@hotmail.com
www.doggietraining.co.uk
www.puppyschool.co.uk

Professional,
Qualified & Insured Tutor



I have enjoyed some wonderful days this

summer, either on holiday or visiting

somewhere. The downside is that when I

returned from the latest venture a few

days ago the garden seemed very over-

grown! Some of it may be in my imagina-

tion, but it doesn’t take much imagination

to realise that nature would take over

very quickly if allowed. I am lucky to have

a good friend who looks after the garden

when we are away, and waters the patio

pots and the greenhouse so they all look

vibrant and healthy on our return. The

greenhouse is still full of tomatoes,

cucumbers and peppers.

October is the time to get on top of

it all, the month brings forth a quick
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thoughtS from my garden…

change as leaves turn yellow and red, and

the hedgerows this year are ablaze with

the colours of berries and fruit. I guess the

wet weather has contributed to the abun-

dance of berries; at first glance it seems

that the leaves have all turned red, but

then I realise it’s the berries. When I was

young my mother told me it heralded a

harsh winter and it brought provision for

the birds, but I think it might have more

to do with the spring and summer rain.

There’s still plenty of autumn colour in the

flower beds too, the lower sunshine makes

it all glow and pyracanthas and maples in

our gardens compete for colour with the

hawthorn berries and wild crab apples in

the hedges. 

There is no time to rest just yet,

it’s time to clear the garden of dying

plants and fill the compost bins. This is the

best time to get them filled up again. you

need three ingredients for good compost;

lots of bulky material from the garden and

kitchen peelings, but no woody bits, a

beneficial bacteria, and some moisture,

but not too wet. Set the bin on soil and

the red worms will come. pond waste is a

great source of rich material and my pond

is in need of a good sort out. 

Christina rossetti wrote a poem

called An October Garden. In it she writes

- ‘In my autumn garden I was fain,

To mourn among my scattered roses;

Alas for that last rosebud that uncloses

To Autumn’s languid sun and rain, When all

the world is on the wane.’

I am looking forward to getting

cracking again and preparing the garden

for the winter and spring. It’s going to be

fun.

Ali Tebbs

This year, Codford resident Father

raymond hayne celebrated the 25th

anniversary of his ordination into the

Catholic Church.

          raymond hayne was born in South

Croydon in 1932. After leaving

school, he worked for the Bank

of england as a clerk for seven

years. In 1957, he was accepted

for training for the Anglican

Ministry and attended three

years at Chichester Theological

College. he was ordained in

1960 and, for the next 36 years,

he served in parishes in Birming-

ham, Oxford and Wadebridge

in Cornwall. In 1998, he was

ordained into the Catholic

priesthood and, for the past 25

years, he has assisted

a number of priests at St

George’s Church in Warminster.

          Fr raymond was not the

only priest at St George's

celebrating a special anniver-

sary this year. Assistant priest,

Fr Malcolm, and current parish priest

Father Martin were celebrating their

15th and 25th ordination anniversaries

respectively. 

          A special Mass was held at St

George’s Church in June to mark the

occasion and over 25 priests travelled

from far and wide to attend the event,

including some from Ireland. The Mass was

led by the Bishop of Clifton, Bishop

Declan, and afterwards parishioners and

tRIPLE ORdINAtION ANNIVERSARY At St GEORGE’S, WARMINStER

KTV Systems
TV aerials, satellite TV and 

CCTV installations and repairs.

info@ktvsystems.co.uk

07825 812955 or 220247

guests attended a celebration in the

church hall and garden.

          Due in part to the fact that both

Fr raymond and Fr Malcolm served with

the Church of england before entering the

Catholic priesthood, Warminster’s three

priests have clocked up a combined

priestly ministry that exceeds some 130

years - an impressive achievement indeed!

Nick Swann

Glorious Food
Home-made food for 

all occasions 
Dinners, lunches, funeral teas  

Canapé parties  

Please email or ring if you’d like 
to discuss a forthcoming event  

Melanie Lee  
07790 082162 

melcooking@hotmail.com
find me on Instagram - melsgloriousfood
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I need mine in winter because we are

extraordinarily mean with the heating

systems in our house, the Guvnor coming

from that old-fashioned world in which

people ‘donned another cardy’.

Now just as the temperature

reached 90 F (for young people that’s 30 ֯

C, but in old money) they book me an

appointment at the dog groomers to have

it all removed – and I am going in kicking

and screaming in a couple of weeks. yes,

you are ahead of me; just when the Indian

Summer is over and the temperature

plummets to 10 C.

readers who are Tibetan scholars

can disregard the next few nuggets

because they will know that it is an

It has been a summer of ups and downs -

depending on where we walk and

although it has not been a holidaying

summer we have not been rained upon

too often. Good job too as they have

allowed my coat to grow to yak-like

proportions; that hasn’t mattered much

until, in the week I settle down to write

this, the weather turns markedly warmer,

drier and more predictable as our long-

promised Indian Summer arrived. 

I have been sweltering, taking

refuge under the butcher’s block that in

the old days would have been a strategic

position from which to scoop up morsels

of juicy steak, the ‘runt of the litter’ at

the end of a string of sausages or a

discarded bone. Nowadays it is a corridor

of cool air that flows through the kitchen,

and I am the only one who can get to it. 

I mentioned that I looked like a

mini-yak. To save you googling it, it is a

species of long-haired domesticated cow

or bull found predominantly in the

himalayan region of the Indian sub-

continent and, in looks anyway, appears

more closely related to the Bison (that,

incidentally, when the Guvnor was at

school in the Dark Ages, was something

Australians washed their hands in).

Moving swiftly back to the grown-up world

and the yak; it needs its long-haired coat

as it also lives in Mongolia and Siberia.

extremely difficult language to read and

write. In 1959 (those very Dark Ages when

the Guvnor was at school) a man called

professor Turrell Wylie (yes, I know it is

spelt differently) invented a method of

transliterating Tibetan script using only

the letters available on a typical english-

language typewriter, and it’s called

‘Wylie’. Now, isn’t that an interesting

coincidence. While I admire his

scholarship, I imagine the winter evenings

in his Wylie Valley must have just flown

by.

Back to my own predicament, I

dread my day at the groomers, but I don’t

think the Guvnor is being cruel on

purpose. No, it’s just the thoughtless act

of someone with very little hair himself.

See you when I emerge blinking into the

light, and looking presentable again, just

before Christmas.

turbo’S dog blog for early autumn 2023

When contacting advertisers please 
tell them that you read about them 

in the Parish News! !

Wren House
Residence for the Retired and Elderly

Wren House in Warminster is a long-established, elegant retirement home,
specialising in individual care in gracious surroundings.

Having just thirteen rooms, each with a private bathroom, we are able to
offer the ambience of a family home, together with caring staff and the
facilities to enable our residents to grow old with dignity.

Ms Tracey Atkins, Manager
Wren House Limited, 32 Vicarage Street, Warminster BA12 8JF

Tel: 01985 212578

Darren Ashley
Gardening and Handyman 

Grass cutting   Lawn laying
Orchard and riverbank mowing 

Fixing, repairing gates 
and fencing 

Hedge cutting and tree work 
Free quotations   Fully insured

no job too small

01985 300 225

07910 462 632

www.mindthepaws.com
online Pet boutique offering free click and

collect from tytherington ba12 7aa

natural treats
health Supplements

toys
Pet bowls and accessories

gifts for pet lovers 
and much more

use hello10 at the checkout
for 10% off your first order of £10 or more.

hello@mindthepaws.com 07836 234053
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The weed (ranunculus) is hugely impor-

tant on a chalk stream. It provides habitat

and food for the invertebrates which in

turn provide food for the fish, it provides

food for the birds of the river, the

swans, dabchicks, coots and waterhens.

It provides shade and cover for the fish

and perhaps most importantly of all it

maintains water levels. 

          The anglers involved organise

weed cutting in order to prevent the

weed from flowering and dying, in order

to be able to fish, to manage levels and

so prevent flooding of banks and crops. 

          An experienced riverkeeper will

use the cut to move on silt and keep the

riverbed clean. The weed cut is organised

and paid for by the Wiltshire Fishery

Association, the money being contributed

by all riparian owners and fishing clubs in

the land of the five rivers i.e. the Avon

catchment upstream of Salisbury.

          The environment Agency have

contributed by providing a boom in

Salisbury and another at Chilhampton

where the weed is taken out of the river

and disposed of. Without those booms

each fishery owner or occupant would

need to remove any cut weed within their

own fishery. 

          This year with almost no notice the

eA have withdrawn from providing the

booms and consequently almost no weed

has been cut on either the Avon or Wylye. 

angling noteS 

increase biodiversity and aligns with the

requirements of Natural england policy.   

The additional planting also serves

to remember paul hember, who passed

away in May having been very active until

recently. Those who remember paul, who

lived with Mary at the Wool house from

the mid 1990s until 2014, will recall he

planned and developed the stone-built

houses and stone and flint cottages in

‘Wool house Gardens’, as well as the

Clock house cottages in Chitterne.  

he also won a design award for his

careful and imaginative restoration of the

Wool Store, which had been derelict for

many years and was in danger of

complete collapse had he not taken on

the challenge. 

Marcus Hember

The observant will have noticed that one

of the fields on the South West side of the

A36 has recently had around 1700 trees

planted. This is the continuation of

planting which was started in 2004 as a

memorial to Julia hember and has been

organised by Mary hember who, whilst

she no longer lives in Codford, has main-

tained ownership of the land, now known

as ‘Julia's Wood’. 

The planting is intended to make a

small contribution to mitigating climate

change and has been partially supported

by a forestry commission grant. It com-

prises a diverse range of native species

well suited to the area. Originally

forested, the land was for many years a

‘water meadow’ and the planting has

been carefully shaped to leave undis-

turbed the remains of the old water

courses and sluices which are all that

remain of the water meadow - an ancient

means of agriculture which so far as we

know was abandoned before the first

world war. 

The associated works have also

restored a small pond which featured on

earlier maps of the area; this will help

m i t i g at i n g  C l i m at e  C h a n g e !

I have always assumed that all weed

which flowers will die back leaving a bare

river, but the past two years have demon-

strated yet again how dangerous it is to

use the term ‘always’ or ‘never’ in

biological cycles. This year, in particular,

due to the high summer rainfall and good

water levels some of the weed has not

reached the surface and has not flowered

as I write this in late August. We learn

something all of the time! 

          We have always known that the

weed cut has an adverse effect on some

fly life and there is a hint this year that

fly life has benefited from the absence of

cutting. Fishing is possible for the younger

anglers who are able to wade the river,

push through the weed and fish the pock-

ets of open water. For the more mature

persons it is more problematical. 

          In the meantime clubs such as

Salisbury and District and the piscatorial

Society are carrying out trials to deter-

mine what they can do in future years.

I was wrong when I wrote in my previous

note that the swallows nest in my barn

had failed. Four chicks successfully

fledged on the 20th of August. They have

roosted in the barn for at least four days

after fledging and at that stage all were

alive and looking strong. I wonder how

well a late brood such as this will fare on

their long migration across the Sahel.R M
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After a rather challenging August,

September proved to be a more positive

period, certainly the first half has.

The final day of combining was the

best day by far!  The beans being the last

crop to come off and were much better

than expected which was a relief after the

peas were diabolical, more black grass

than peas.

The wheat was a good yield, not

quite as good as last year but the difficulty

this year was the drying and coping with

the capacity, especially with the farm

here, due to the size of the combine

which cuts so quickly and putting pressure

on getting the crop through the drier and

space for storage. Ideally as little drying

needed to be done but with the haphazard

weather it was inevitable that we would

be drying a percentage of it. 

The barley has been affected by

the rain so the sample looks rather grey

and dull, we would prefer it to be shiny

and golden, but the germination is not

bad, in the region of 98%. We should get

a good premium but not top spec for

malting because of the condition.

Malted barley is used for brewing.

Traditionally the barley is spread on a

floor and made damp so that it grows, and

it is turned several times. After it has

germinated it is roasted and this produces

the malt that is used for beers and lager.

down on the farm…

The traditional process still happens at the

Maltings on pound Street in Warminster.

There has been a positive with the

damp weather in the fact we have had a

fourth cut of silage grass and the maize is

looking excellent and at writing it is about

a week to ten days before harvest, a little

earlier than usual, we suspect the cobs

will be fit before the plant is dry enough

for harvest.

The damp weather has also en-

abled us to keep a number of the dairy

cows out on grass, which by this time in

the year they have adapted to the outside

life, and it is less muck for us to be storing

or moving elsewhere. To extend the

grazing period, we are experimenting with

planting modern seed into the meadow

grounds that currently is a very old grass

ley. In doing this we hope to encourage

new growth with better nutritional value

for the cows.

Autumn will see lots of field work

as the crops for next year are starting to

be planted and the whole process starts

all over again down on the farm.

Kit pottow

MEN’S 
fELLOWShIP
BREAkfAStS 

Autumn looms and the Men’s Fellowship

Breakfasts resume their first Monday of

the month pattern starting on 2nd Octo-

ber. With Trafalgar Day commemorations

on 21st October who better to educate

and entertain the breakfasters about the

famous 1805 sea battle and the victorious

commander of the British Fleet, Vice

Admiral horatio Nelson, than an Army

Officer! lt Col ray Aldis’ roots are in

Norfolk, Nelson’s birthplace, and this has

provided him with a life-long interest in

our maritime hero. ray is presently the

historian of the Nelson Society and thus

eminently well qualified to speak on the

subject of ‘Nelson- Why such a hero?’.

Orange juice and coffee or tea will be

provided but sadly there will be no port to

pass on this occasion!

The breakfast on Monday October

2nd will be held at 8.00am (for 8.15 start)

at the George Inn, longbridge Deverill.

Breakfasts cost £12, of which £2 will go

towards the charity of the speaker's

choice.

please note, this is not a club,

but is open to all. Just contact the organ-

isers via email (uwvmfb@gmail.com),

before the preceding Friday at the latest,

if you'd like to attend.

THATCHCRAFT LIMITED
Ellis Butcher 

Master  Thatcher

Tel: 01985 877122
Mob: 07778 598851

E: ellisbutcher@live.co.uk
www.thatchcraft.co.uk

Business Telecoms

Up to 50% cheaper than BT! 

● Cloud phone sytems·

● Super-Fast Broadband·

● 30 day rolling contract

Call Justin Fellowes.

We are a local company 

specialising in innovative 

business telecoms solutions.

Contact us for our latest offers

01985 620133

admin@apptel.co.uk
WWW.APPTEL.CO.UK
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did you Know ?  Siegfried Sassoon

Growing up in Kent he was a keen

cricketer, playing for his village cricket

team at an early age. he played for

his house at Marlborough, once taking

7 wickets for 18 runs. On leaving school,

Siegfried studied history at Clare College

Cambridge from 1905 to 1907, although

he left without a degree.

Siegfried served in the British Army

from 1914-1919. he became horrified by

the realities of war and his poetry

reflects the dreadful experiences that he

endured. In 1916 he was awarded the

Military Cross and the citation read: ‘For

conspicuous gallantry during a raid on the

enemy’s trenches. he remained for one

and a half hours under rifle and bomb

On passing the New Menin Gate.

‘Who will remember, passing through this

gate, 

The unheroic dead who fed the guns?

Who will absolve the foulness of their

fate,

Those doomed, conscripted, unvictorious

ones?’

Siegfried loraine Sassoon CBe MC (1886-

1967), was an english war poet, writer

and soldier. he became one of the leading

poets of the First World War.

Siegfried was born in Kent to a

Jewish father and Anglo-Catholic mother.

he attended the New Beacon School

in Kent and then Marlborough College.

fire, collecting and bringing in our

wounded. Owing to his courage and

determination, all the killed and

wounded were brought in.’

Following the war, Siegfried

dabbled briefly in politics and subse-

quently became editor of the socialist

Daily herald. he also branched into

writing prose and he travelled

extensively. Siegfried had a small private

income that allowed him to live mod-

estly. later in life however, he was left

a large legacy by an aunt and in 1933 he

bought the great estate of heytesbury

house. The house had been built in 1782

for the Ashe a Court family. Siegfried had

married in 1933, but separated from his

wife in 1945. he lived a very private life

at heytesbury until his death in 1967,

however he maintained his passion for

village cricket.

his son, George Sassoon, who had

grown up in heytesbury house, inherited

it upon his father’s death; he lived there

until 1996, when it was sold.

‘here was the world’s worst wound. And

here with pride Their name liveth for

ever, the Gateway claims.

Was ever an immolation so belied

As these intolerably nameless names?’

(On passing The New Menin Gate by

Siegfried Sassoon) 

did you Know ?

part in our national history as it is almost

certainly the case that Alfred the Great

camped upon its banks, prior to his

decisive victory over the Danes at the

Battle of edington in May 878 (the three

other possible locations are all far less

plausible). It is highly probable that, after

assembling his troops at the Kings Stone

in Kingston Deverill, Alfred and his men

made camp on the site of the old Iley Oak

in Southleigh Woods, Crockerton - an area

now known as robin hood's Bower, where

the 6th Marquess of Bath established a

One of our readers has added some

further information. 

“I enjoyed the article on the Wylye

river (Did you Know, September 2023).

With regard to the origins of the word

Wylye, then this most likely derives from

the Old Anglo-French word wivre,

meaning viper, from which we also derive

the word wyvern, a mythical serpent-like

creature, similar to the Welsh dragon,

depicted on modern flags of Wessex, in

gold on a red background.

The river also plays an important

Monkey puzzle plantation in the late

1960s - before marching them in battle

formation to edington and his date with

destiny.” Richard Webster

JEREMY COLTMAN 
WEALTH MANAGEMENT

If you would like a free no obligation initial review meeting, then please contact me

M:07976 398 194 E:jeremy.coltman@sjpp.co.uk www.jeremycoltmanwm.co.uk

I recognise that talking about money 

and finances is personal – sometimes 

sensitive. 

So, it’s reassuring to know that there’s

someone on hand who can help you 

address your needs, understand your 

goals, and realise your dreams.

I offer a friendly and approachable service,

backed by the strength and security of FTSE

100 company, St. James’s Place Wealth 

Management; and being local means I am 

here to help whenever you need me. 

I can help you with investments, retirement,

life assurance and estate planning. 

Spire Electrical Services Ltd
Your local friendly electrician

Over 30 years’ experience
All work fully guaranteed

Free estimates
NICEIC approved electrical contractor

Mark Briffitt

07733104993
spireelectricalservices@outlook.com
4 Springhead, Sutton Veny, BA12 7AG

07931 766553
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V i l l ag e  n e w S

HELP nEEDED

cODFORD TEnnIS 

FOR cLUB AnD cOMMUnITY

Dear Codford, and all surrounding area

residents

Did You Know?

The tennis courts in Codford were built in

1952 (last year they were 70!) 

residents of Codford parish May play tennis

free of charge.

          The courts are used by Codford

organisations – Wylye Valley School,

Codford Coyotes and Wilts Council for their

summer schools some years.

Did you know?

The Club and its committee raise all

finances for and manages all the

maintenance of the court’s surfaces,

surroundings, nets and fencing. (Includes

resurfacing, professional wash and

painting, adding to their life) the majority

of the club members don’t live In Codford

and can’t use the courts without being a

BOYTOn AnD cORTOn cUTTInGS

We enjoyed a really interesting talk

recently in the Fane hall. Felix Spender

spoke about King Alfred and the build up

to the Battle of eddington. Fascinating

local history, put across with much

enthusiasm. This was followed by a

delicious meal prepared by the

committee. A most enjoyable evening.

          There will be another talk/supper

in the Fane hall on 20th October with a

speaker from the Great Bustard project.

Do put the date in your diary and look out

for further details.

          The slowdown in the property

market is being felt in Corton with two

houses still on the market. let us hope

they will soon be home to families keen to

be involved in our village communities.

          how very sad it was to hear of the

death of Alex Saunt. he was such an active

member of the villages for many years. 

          he will be greatly missed.

he and Barbara have left us a wonderful

legacy in the Boyton and Corton

Community legacy website.

          

A R

member. Did you know? The fencing (also

70 years old has been nursed and pam-

pered but is now very brittle and easily

breaks.)

          We need your help to replace the

fencing. We’ve been fundraising for a

number of years (this has included Barn

Dances, Curry and Quiz Nights -very

popular and thanks for coming. They don’t

raise a great deal but they are lots of fun!

We are calling out now as we are in urgent

need of donations. please. 

The quote for phase 1 the western

(football) side, is £25,000. Our small

membership can't do this alone, so please

if there is anyone (or a few who would love

to donate (every little counts), it would

help us reach the dream of safer courts.

This will help to preserve a village amenity

for the community. Thank you for reading

this, and for any help you are able to give

us.

          please contact: The Chairman,

Vincie, on 01985 850239 or Secretary,

Jeremy, on 07976 398194. (If you'd prefer

to be anonymous, Name: Codford lawn

Tennis Club, SC: 30-99-13. 

Ac/ #: 00040672)

HEYTESBURY

ExcITInG nEWS AT ST JOHn’S

We now have a new vicar at St John’s, her

name is Caroline McConnell.

|f you wish to contact her, please

do so through the Administrator.  

Most services will be on a

Wednesday and when there is not a service

in the Team Caroline will provide a Sunday

service under special licence here.   

We wish her well in God’s work here. 

ABS

THE HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY

Charity No: 200669

THIS ALMSHOUSE

CONTINUE TO PROVIDE

ACCOMMODATION FOR THOSE IN NEED 

IN EITHER SINGLE AND DOUBLE BEDROOM

FLATS OR BUNGALOWS. 

Please contact the Administrator, Paul Budd,

on 01985 840441 

or EMAIL: stjohnshospital2018@outlook.com

for further information 

and to arrange an informal visit. 

More information can be found on our 

website at: www.st-johns-hospital.org.

When contacting advertisers please 
tell them that you read about them 

in the Parish News! !

Codford Tennis’s 

CUrry and QUiz nighT  

friday, 17Th novemBer

Arrival and gathering Teams:

6.30pm (Bar open), 

Quiz: 7pm, Curry: 8pm 

Tickets: £12.50 

available from 

the Post Office at Budgens, 

or Vincie on 850239 

or Jeremy on 07976 398194.
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migration flight on 16th July. The old

rhyme says ‘In July away I fly’ so nothing

new there.

landscape colour changes, the

green of early arable fields now bare and

golden having given up their harvest. I

enjoy a walk at Tilshead. Where there is

no crop-spraying the wildflowers are

amazing. There are Cowslips in Spring,

deep pink Sainfoin in early Summer, and

cream Feather Dropwort, a downland

relative of Meadow Sweet.

The churchyard has been mown, no

easy task when the grass is so thick.

leaving it until now means that flowers

have a chance to seed for next year. This

year the Orchids did particularly well. To-

gether with an immaculate churchyard we

now have a gate that locks capable of

lasting several more years. On behalf of

Saints Cosmos and Damien and indeed Jane

Shaw thanks to those who gave their time

to the little church.

A loss to the village, Gordon Cull

died at the end of August. Gordon had

lived at Chester Cottage for 79 years, in

fact all his life as he was born there, living

in that comfortable house set in the

beautiful garden he tended so well.

BL

V i l l ag e  n e w S

SHERRInGTOn

It is that wonderful change of season at

Summer’s end. The sun still warms but

morning and evening there is an edge to

the air. Or rather that is the norm but the

first week of September I am in the garden

at eight o’clock, watching the last of the

sunset and wrapped in the balm of an

Indian Summer evening. Autumn is on hold

at least until the end of the week. 

My relaxation was earlier enhanced

by the arrival of a robin. We like to think

that we keep him going throughout the

winter and this evening I was rewarded by

generous song when all others are silent.

looking up, the sky was threaded with

flights of Swallows making their way south

and topping up with insects. One sadness

of Autumn is the loss of migratory birds and

thoughts of the hazards they face. On two

occasions recently, returning from walks

and passing the Old Cress Bed I paused to

watch numbers of Swallows and Martins

wheeling and dipping over the water. Then

in an instant they were gone, heading

south, perhaps to pause over the lake at

Fonthill before they embark on that epic

journey. Speed and strength to those

wonderful wings. Migration began early for

Cuckoos. The BTO tags several birds

enabling them to monitor their migration.

This year a bird was tracked on its

SUTTOn VEnY

The visit to St. John's church in Sutton

Veny on July 30th by representatives of

Mission Aviation Fellowship was well

received, and the congregation heard

about the vital work of pilots and

engineers in Africa and Asia to bring aid.

A gift of £205 was made by the

congregation to MAF to support this work.

To find out more, visit the MAF

website. Thanks to all who arranged the

Sunday service.

It was

g r e a t

to see

T r u d y

again in

her new

life -

the padre to The royal lancers, based in

Catterick, N yorks. On a filthy day, rain

slanting in, she presided over a Service on

the square and was sharp enough to hold

her sermon to 3 minutes. Brilliant! you

would all have been very proud of her

poise and control. The Vicar’s done well!

Andrew Cumming

01373 813132
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HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY

General Manager Paul Budd 

01985 840441

ST GEORGE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

31 Boreham Road, Warminster  BA12 9JP

PARISH PRIEST

Fr Martin Queenan

ATTACHED PRIESTS

Fr Raymond Hayne                    Fr Malcolm Ferrier

01985 212329
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from the regiSterS

Wedding / Blessing

Congratulations to

Elizabeth Sigurdsson & Edmund Scott 

on 23rd September at Sutton Veny

May they have many 
happy years of married life together

Funeral 

Our sympathy and love to those 
who mourn the passing of

chris (David) Lock

on17th August at Codford St peter

Ethel Ann Marshall 

on 25th August at Sutton Veny

OLD FRIEnDS REMEMBERED

Gordon cull of Sherrington

Alex Saunt of corton

May they rest in the peace 
and light of Christ

Please contact the Ministry Team to make

arrangements for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals,

Confirmation preparation or Service of Prayer 

and Dedication after a Civil Marriage. 

The clergy will officiate at any 

crematorium service.

1 October              Tytherington               8.00am      holy Communion (BCp)

17th  Sunday          Sutton Veny                9.30am      parish Communion choir

after Trinity            Codford St peter       11.00am      parish Communion 

                             Upton lovell               6.00pm      harvest evensong (BCp)

                                                                

8 October              Norton Bavant            9.30am      harvest Festival

18th  Sunday          Upton lovell             11.00am      Matins (BCp)

after Trinity            heytesbury               11.00am      parish communion choir

                             Codford St Mary          6.00pm      evensong (BCp)

                                                                

15 October            Boyton                        8.00am      holy Communion (BCp)

19th  Sunday          Codford St peter         9.30am      parish Communion choir

after Trinity            heytesbury                 9.30am      harvest Festival

                             Upton lovell             11.00am      parish Communion

                                                                

22 October            Sutton Veny                8.00am      holy Communion (BCp)

20th  Sunday          Codford St Mary          9.30am      parish Communion

after Trinity            Knook                       11.00am      harvest parish Communion choir

                             heytesbury                 6.00pm      evensong (BCp)

                                                                                

29 October            Norton Bavant           10.00           TeAM SerVICe 

last Sunday                                                               for All Saints choir

after Trinity            heytesbury                 6.00pm      evensong for All Souls

Wylye Valley Personal Trainer
Your Local PT That Comes To You!

Quality Home Fitness Training Guaranteed!

Servicing:
Boyton, Codford, Corton, Heytesbury, Knook, 

Norton Bavant, Sherrington, Stockton, 
Sutton Veny, The Langfords, Tytherington, 

Upton Lovell, Wylye

Mob: 07876461603

Email: steve@aimbodyfitness.com
www.aimbodyfitness.com

Did you know?

The Family Counselling Trust provides 

low-cost counselling to children and 

young people(4- 18 yrs)

and their families in

Wiltshire. We must

fundraise for every

penny we spend. 

So if you are entering

a funrun, swimathon, bake sale,    

or any other fundraising initiative,

please think of funding us. 

Any fundraising ideas and

support are welcome. 

Our website gives all the

information you may need

at https://www.family 

counselling trust.org

Or email me, 

Stephanie Stevens,   

chair-wiltshire@

familycounselling trust.org.  



u S e f u l  C o n taC t  n u m b e r S  Please telephone 840283 for any changes.

WOOLSTORE THEATRE 
    Bookings: Angus Bramwell         01722 743459
     angus.bramwell@googlemail.com
    Codford Post Office          850345
CODFORD GARDENING CLUB
    Karen Johnstone                    850258
CODFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
    Sir William Mahon 850586 
     Sally Thomson 850339
CODFORD LADIES CIRCLE
Evelyn Read  850831
PARISH WEBSITES
Team www.upperwylyevalleyteam.com
Webmaster admin@newvalleywebdesign.com
Heytesbury www.heytesburyparish.co.uk
Norton Bavant www.nortonbavant.co.uk
Sutton Veny www.suttonveny.co.uk
SPORTS CLUBS 
Badminton (Codford)
     Dominique Beagley                    850952
Cricket (Heytesbury & Sutton Veny) 
     Chair: Justin Wagstaff                    840782
     Secretary: Robert Robson
Heytesbury Football Club 
     Martyn Spratt         07790 728197
Tennis (Codford) 
     Chair: Vincie Abbott                   850239 
     Secretary: Jeremy Coltman       07976 398194
STARQUEST 
    Astronomy Club: Pete Lee        840093
SUTTON VENY FLOWER SHOW 
     www.suttonvenyflowershow.co.uk
SUTTON VENY NURSING HOME 840224
area code 01985 unless otherwise stated. 

Norton Bavant John Acworth                 840134
Sherrington Nigel Lewis 850496
Sutton Veny Peter Strangeways 840403
PRE-SCHOOL AND CHILDCARE GROUPS
    Codford Caterpillars 
     Kim West                    851030
     Heytesbury Hedgehogs
     Annette Pulvertaft                 840798
    Wylye Coyotes Afterschool Club 851713

     info@wylyecoyotes.com  
     or 07805 515863
PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
Codford, Wylye Valley
     Head: Robert Barnes                    850461
Heytesbury
     Head: Ms Laura Williamson       840429
Sutton Veny
     Head : Adam Lewis 840428
     www.suttonveny.wilts.sch.uk
VILLAGE HALLS
Codford Secretary: Karungi Grant 850523
     secretary.codfordvh@gmail.com
     Facilities Manager and Bookings: 
     Mandy Capel 07748 471112
     or hiring.cvh@codfordpc.org.uk
Corton Fane Hall 
     Bookings: Tina Kerr 850373
Sutton Veny Chair: Alan Russell   840 883
     Newsletter: Richard Jackman              840899
     svvhnewsletter@gmail.com 
     Bookings: Gay Woods                     840057
     svvhbookings808@gmail.com
Upton Lovell Bookings: Ros Coombs 851277

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT      
    Dr Andrew Murrison MP          01225 358584
CITIZENS ADVICE 0800 144 8848
    citizensadvicewiltshire.org.uk/get-advice
NATIONAL DEBT LINE             0800 8084000
AGE UK 0300 3031234
SIMPLE ENERGY ADVICE LINE 0800 444202
CRIME STOPPERS 0808 1689111
MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS LINE 0800 953 0110
ENERGY SAVING TRUST
    energysavingtrust.org.uk
WILTSHIRE COUNCIL 0300 456 0100 
customerservices@wiltshire.gov.uk for help with
council tax, financial support, welfare provision,
free school meals and childcare, help in a crisis.
WILTSHIRE UNITARY COUNCILLORS 
    Andrew Davis                                      217431
     Christopher Newbury 01373 822508
     Bill Parks                                 07484 826540
POLICE: Warminster Neighbourhood Team 
     Warminster Police Station 01722 547175
     PC 2342 Helen Daveridge
     PSCO Leigh Holcombe 9548  07901 227971
     Leigh.holcombe@wiltshire.police.uk
     WarminsterAreaCPT@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk

Community Police (non-emergency) 101
PARISH COUNCILS
Boyton/Corton 
     Chair: Caroline Wheatley-Hubbard 850208
Codford Chair: Tom Thornton             850560
     Clerk: Karungi Grant 850523
     karungigrant.codfordparish@yahoo.com
Heytesbury Chair: Vanessa Sturmey07847941133
     Clerk: John Cap 01985 217144
Sutton Veny Chair: Carol Morris     840140
     Clerk: Heather Parks FSLCC       07970780424
Upton Lovell Chair: Steve Boxall             851171
     Clerk: Nicola Duke 01373 864127
     clerk@uptonlovell.org.uk
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Codford and District Branch: 
     Col Nick Quarrelle 851149
HEYTESBURY, HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN 
Administrator                                        840441
DOCTORS’ SURGERY CODFORD 850298
CODFORD POST OFFICE (Budgens) 850345
HEYTESBURY POST OFFICE      840914
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
Codford Mike Davidson               850549
Corton John Rigby 850303
Heytesbury Peter Andrews                840517

The Parish News of Upper Wylye is available on the team website, upperwylyevalleyteam.com/team/parish-news/. 
When contacting advertisers, please tell them that you read about them in The Upper Wylye Parish News.

Stewart penny 
ServiceS

garden machinery
SaleS, Service & repairS

weSton nurSerieS
corton 
nr warminSter
Ba12 0SZ
tel 07714 212806

stewartpennyservices@outlook.com


