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ediTorial

november the Month of Remembrance,

the images shown are from the Great War

with the exception of the sunset and

the figures outside Warminster Council

Offices.

This month I have tried to include

something for the children, advice from a

grandson who asked why there was noth-

ing for children in the parish news, further

explanation on page11 and an example on

page 12.

We hope to include more for children

in the coming months, if you would like to

contribute, please email the editor.

FILMS AT THE WOOLSTORE

Wednesday 1 November 
THE UNLIKELY PILGRIMAGE OF

HAROLD FRY (12A)
7.30pm – Tickets £6.00 
from Codford post Office

Adapted from her own novel by Rachel

Joyce. learning that his old friend and

colleague Queenie has terminal cancer,

harold (Jim Broadbent) sets out to post

her a letter of condolence, but impulsively

decides to visit her in person instead,

walking from his home in Devon to

Berwick-upon-Tweed, and leaving his wife

Maureen (penelope Wilton) hurt and

confused at home. A poignant film, which

Broadbent shines as much as he ever has.

From the people he meets along the way

to the affect his decisions have on those

he leaves behind. 

T H E  D I A RY

PARISH NEWS
Editor Robin Culver

robinwculver@mac.com
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ADVERTISING AND EDITORIAL
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very grateful to all advertisers without whom the
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ALABARÉ INVITES YOU to an inspiring

talk on Tuesday 21st november at 7 pm

at St Francis Church, Salisbury.

Come and hear larry hollingworth

CBE, Un Envoy for Refugees. larry’s

exceptional leadership in emergency

relief has touched the lives of countless

individuals affected by war and natural

disasters. he will be talking about his

extraordinary journey, from his military

background to his work with the United

nations. he will speak of the power of

collaboration and personal influence in

making a difference.

Tickets £20 per person to include a

glass of wine and light refreshments.

Raffle during the evening. All profits

will be used to support Alabaré’s work

supporting those who are home l e s s

or vulnerable.

For more information or to buy

tickets visit alabare.co.uk/getinvolved

or email helen at 

supportercare@alabare.co.uk

reMeMBranCe day 
service of Commemoration 
The Codford and District Branch of the

Royal British legion will be holding its

annual Remembrance Day service at the

church of St John the Baptist, Stockton

on Sunday 12th november 2023 starting

at 10.45.

The congregation are asked to

be seated in the church by 10.40.

Veterans who wish to march to church

should gather by the Royal British

legion branch standard at the end of

the lane leading to the church at 10.35.

Codford Tennis’s
Curry and Quiz nighT

At the end of September, I was hearing

that some already had their teams

sorted for Codford Tennis’s Curry and

Quiz night on Friday, 17th november!  

Tickets were quickly taken up -

you’ve just got time to still get yours.

Arrival and gathering Teams: 6.30pm

(Bar open), Quiz: 7pm, Curry: 8pm 

Tickets: £12.50

Available from the post Office at 

Budgens, or Vincie on 850239.

It would be really helpful if you would

let us know whose team you are on so

we can get the tables correct this year!!

Teams of 6.  

Bigger teams will be handicapped,

I’m afraid. Quizmaster’s decision.
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AS OThERS SEE US

For nearly 1,000 years, village churches

have been at the heart of their communi-

ties. There are now a lot of pressures

challenging that. here are some

reflections on the subject.

“The church is increasingly irrelevant.”
          Certainly, some of the issues it gets

wound up about may seem ridiculous. But

deeper than the outside skin, Christians

and the church are at the forefront of

issues such as looking after our planet and

caring for those most vulnerable. A village

church is there for everyone – in their

strengths and their needs. A central tenet

is loving our neighbour and what could be

more about community building and

caring than that? A good village church

should have in mind the care and needs of

all who live around it – and that is why

I am called to pray for everyone who lives

here – which I try to do – those of faith,

those of other faiths, those of no faith,

and even those who think it is ridiculous

to be praying! Simple prayer - thinking

about people before God - is a cement in

the building blocks of a church trying to

care. 

“It doesn’t live up to its message.” 
          And that, sadly, is often true. In

addition to awful stories of abuse, which

is a complete denial of what it proclaims,

all too often it behaves like any other

human institution. That should not

surprise us, because it is a human

institution – and, like anything else to do

with humans, it is fallible and gets things

wrong – as I and you do! Strangely though,

this gets to the heart of why we need the

church. It does not proclaim a message

that we are all wonderful. It proclaims,

whilst we can all be very loving, we can

also be very selfish – which is why saying

sorry is part of most services. I am aware

that is counter-cultural in this age: but I

do believe it is much more accurate than

the righteousness of so much of our

present, judgemental age. We can only

become more loving if we know and

acknowledge we also get things wrong –

but do so in the context of God’s love and

desire to enable new starts. 

“All that belief stuff has been rendered
obsolete by science.”
          The church has asked for trouble

here: whether it be denying Galileo’s

discovery through his telescope that the

earth is not the centre of the solar system,

through to mocking evolutionary theory in

the C19th. But my Christian faith, as that

of the great majority of believers, has no

problem at all with scientific discovery. If

there is a force we call God behind the

universe, how can science be a threat?

how does evolution theory pose a threat?

however, we can also make a false God of

science: nuclear fission produced much

good – but also the nuclear bomb; AI can

transform our world, or destroy it.

Open-ended and questioning religion and

science should, and can, walk hand in

hand, trying to make our world practically

and spiritually a better place. 

“We are all too busy to go to church.”
          Indeed we are! Frantically busy and

Sundays in our manically busy world are

precious. But also, if what I read in the

media is true, we are under more mental

health pressure than ever before, with so

many negative side effects. Meditation

and mindfulness can help, but they

still largely look for self-improvement.

A service can take us outside ourselves,

reflecting on the love of God, new starts,

God’s love with us, a community round

about us. Even if the sermon is REAlly

boring, does that matter? It gives time just

to sit and not be a prisoner to social media

or the myriad of demands made upon us

daily. If I knew what everyone is actually

thinking about during my sermons . . . . !

But that’s fine.

          But your church does need your

help! Traditionally, village churches have

worked on multiple levels. For many, of

course, faith; but for many others, liking

to come together as a community, the

regularity of a pattern to the week, liking

singing, or just wanting some peace and

quiet. Our churches here have a variety of

patterns of worship – from ancient, time-

tested language, to informality and easily

accessible modern language. 

          And a final thought. Though

churches and vicars are human with their

foibles, you will see much going on, not

just to build up community, but also trying

to care for and love one another and  na-

ture around us, in our busy and often

chaotic world. 

          With my best wishes, peter

(reprinted by permission of

The Reverend peter Dyson, Slindon)

THE UPPER WYLYE VALLEY TEAM            

Our vision is to be open, welcoming, growing and inclusive churches, 

living within the love of God, and sharing God's love and life with others.

upperwylyevalleyteam.com

MinisTry TeaM leTTer LOVING OUR NEIGHBOUR AS CHRIST LOVES US
Do you need some support? If you would like a chat,
prayers, spiritual, pastoral or  practical support and

help, please do call someone from the numbers below 

TEAM RECTOR
Vacancy

upperwylyevalleyteam@gmail.com    840081
MINISTRY TEAM
Team Vicar
The Revd Clifford Stride (on duty Tues.Wed.Sun)

cgstride@btinternet.com 850941
Ordained Minister with Permission to Officiate
The Revd Jonathan Hiscox (day off Friday) 840966

jonathan.hiscox@btinternet.com 851250
Licensed Lay Minister
Katherine Venning LLM 840283

katherine.venning@gmail.com
CHURCHWARDENS
Boyton & Corton Post vacant 
Codford St Mary Post vacant
Codford St Peter Alasdair McGregor 850073
Heytesbury Tina Sitwell 840556 
Knook Robert Pottow 850285
Norton Bavant John Acworth 840134

Edward Moore 840420 
Sherrington Richard Morris 07555425110
Sutton Veny Richard Jackman 840899
Tytherington Caroline Lester-Card 07787556505
Upton Lovell Andrew Cumming 850834
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS
Codford Henry Collins 850193 
Norton Bavant Didee Acworth 840134 
Heytesbury: Alison Tebbs 841192
Sutton Veny Richard Jackman 840899
BELL RINGERS Nick Claypoole 850724
PARISH CHOIR Katherine Venning 840283

ThoughT for The MonTh

My command is this: love each other as I

have loved you. Greater love has no one

than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s

friends. you are my friends if you do what

I command. I no longer call you servants,

because a servant does not know his mas-

ter’s business. Instead, I have called you

friends, for everything that I learned from

my Father I have made known to you. you

did not choose me, but I chose you and ap-

pointed you so that you might go and bear

fruit—fruit that will last—and so that

whatever you ask in my name the Father

will give you. This is my command: love

each other.   John chapter 15 v 12ff RH

‘eVensongs’
16 november, 7.30-9.15

The Medieval hall, The Close, 

Salisbury Sp1 2Ey 

An Evening with 

The Rt Rev Dr Andrew Rumsey

Bishop Andrew will perform songs from

his new album and readings 

from his acclaimed book

‘English Grounds’.



I have just spent a very full and happy

October day working in the garden. It gave

me time to consider what has been

successful and what has not, and what I

might do differently next year.  

This has been a gardening year of

ups and downs, the weather being either

very wet, very hot or, as I write, just right.

The sun has been out all day and it’s still

very warm, so much so that I have been

moving around the garden to stay out of

direct sun whilst weeding. It seems that

the bindweed has been more invasive than

ever this year, but my roses started

flowering early in the season and have

continued to bloom all year. They just

need constant deadheading to bloom

continuously, as does so much else in the

garden. Sometimes when it was too wet,

I just spent time deadheading.

I have been collecting a lot of

seeds, such a good way to start next year,

and saves money instead of buying

commercial products. Seed heads come in

so many different shapes from the beauti-

ful delicate balls of alliums to poppies, to

the tight clutches of marigolds and the

little round balls of love-in-the-Mist with

their delicate fronds. love-in-the-Mist

and Teasles will stay in the garden as

they  self-seed everywhere and look so

statuesque during the winter when

covered in frost.  

This year we have also grown some

huge sunflowers with stems over 2 inches

THOUGHTS fROM MY GARDEN…

in diameter. They are now propped up

against the hedge so that the that

goldfinches and other birds will find them

for food in winter.

We have just returned from

Mallorca where we stay with a friend and

help to do her gardening for her, as      she

is a little immobile. Mediterranean

gardening is so very different; cutting

Bougainvillea should not be taken lightly,

the thorns are massive and many, but each

year we need to do some serious chopping

back. Amongst the hibiscus and other

beautiful plants her garden also has

Jacaranda with its delicate foliage and

lovely blue flowers early in the year. There

are also palmeras, which look like giant

pineapples. These are slowly dying all

across the island, as they have become in-

fested with a red weevil which was im-

ported in plants a while ago - where have

we heard that before? Remember Dutch

Elm disease probably imported from Asia,

which I remember destroyed a beautiful

avenue of elms when I was growing up in

Warwickshire. now our Chestnut and Ash

trees are also under threat. 

I must end on a high note and say

how much I am looking forward to having

the garden under full control soon, with

planting more bulbs in my pots and

mulching and preparing for next year.

Ali Tebbs

Come to Wells Cathedral to see eight

million stitches expressing God’s love!

          ‘Threads through Creation’ is an

astonishing, uplifting bible-based textile

art exhibition, on show until

27th november at Wells Cathedral. It con-

sists of twelve beautiful silk panels

re-imagining the story of creation from

the bible. They’re huge – nearly 3m high

and up to nearly 4m wide. It appeals to

people of all ages and backgrounds, and is

very family friendly. 

          you’ve read Genesis in black and

white: now see the story in glorious

colour, dramatic and complex designs -

truly breathtaking. you’ve never seen

anything like it. It’s one of the largest

textile art projects by a single artist, ever.

It took Christian artist Jacqui parkinson

three years - and eight million stitches! 

          A number of churches have used it

as an opportunity for a highly enjoyable

group visit. This can create a lovely focus

for a group of churches, maybe in the

same benefice or town, maybe different

denominations as a Churches Together

initiative. (We can also provide some

study materials). It can also – importantly

- bring in people at the edges of the

church. See www.wellscathedral.org.uk

          Admission to the cathedral is by

recommended donation: full price £8;

concessions (11-18, 65+, students) £7;

under 10s free; family £20; reductions on

groups.

See more at www.creation-threads.co.uk

T H R E A D S  T H RO U G H  C R E AT I O N

Puppy & Dog Training Classes, 

Behaviour Consultations, Dog

Walking, Dog Sitting & Day Care

Please contact Celia Callan BSc

(Hons) Dip CABC

Tel: 01985 248277      

Mob: 07806779749

celiacallanpuppyschool@hotmail.com
www.doggietraining.co.uk
www.puppyschool.co.uk

Professional,
Qualified & Insured Tutor

Men’s 
fellowship
BreakfasTs 

The new season of breakfasts got off to

a splendid start on 2nd October when

almost 60 breakfasters enjoyed a hearty

plateful and each other’s company before

hearing Ray Aldis deliver an entertaining

and informative talk entitled ‘nelson -

Why such a hero?’. As the historian of the

nelson Society, Ray’s deep knowledge of

his subject shone through. he clearly im-

pressed his audience enough to encourage

some additional donations to his chosen

charity - the nelson Society. A total of

£166 was raised.

The speaker at the november

breakfast is to be the Right Reverend

Stephen lake, the Bishop of Salisbury.

Consecrated in April last year and

welcomed into the diocese in June, he has

had his feet under the desk and his

shepherd’s crook (crozier) in his hand for

just over a year. So, the timing is good for

him to address the question in his chosen

topic, ‘Are you enjoying being a bishop?’.

With the recent launch of a new

and ambitious five-stranded vision for the

diocese to make Jesus known in every

place set in our local context of vacant

clergy posts, his talk will undoubtedly be

a stimulating one for a Monday morning.

The breakfast on Monday november 6th

will be held at 8.00am (for 8.15 start) at

the George Inn, longbridge Deverill.

Breakfasts cost £15*, of which £2 will go

towards the charity of the speaker’s

choice - on this occasion it will be

Salisbury Diocese Sudan link. (*Inflation

has dictated a projected rise in the cost

of the breakfast. This will be negotiated

down if possible.)

please note, this is not a club,

but is open to all. Just contact the organ-

isers via email (uwvmfb@gmail.com),

before the preceding Friday at the latest,

if you'd like to attend.
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I told you last month that I was worried;

well, wow! This is my new look, and I

have already had quizzical glances in the

street, together with enquiries on the

lines of ‘what happened to poor old

Turbo’? One of our acquaintances who has

known me all my life remarked on my

‘beautiful markings’ which she has never

seen before, while another cheeky

so-and-so asked if I was Turbo’s son! 

The groomer, a magician called

Emily Rose, has four photographs of me on

her web page which I thought was a nice

gesture as it put me in the same category

as footballers, film stars, rock chicks and

cakewalk models but the Guvnor was

quick to point out that it was actually

only an advertisement above the caption,

‘I’ve never, ever, ever, taken so much fur

Page 5

off such a small dog’.

I suppose it doesn’t matter what

you are famous for as long as you are in

the public eye for good reasons. After all,

someone famously said, ‘If life gives you

lemons make lemonade’ while an

infamous contributor said, ‘If life gives

you lemons make sure you know whose

eye to squeeze them in.’ The truly entre-

preneurial said, ‘If life gives you lemons,

make orange juice and leave the world

wondering how you did it.’ But we are

making apple juice!

The Guvnor is infamous for all the

wrong reasons. After a productive season

and harvest, Codford has been apple

pressing. A few years ago, the Village hall

Committee, with splendid prescience and

with community spirit in mind, invested

in an apparatus to press apples and I don’t

know if it ‘washes its face’ in terms of the

financial bottom line but there is some-

thing very satisfying, apparently, in taking

a load of apples down to the hall and

returning with fifteen bottles of juice.

The Guvnor and his granddaughter

collected a barrow load of Kidd’s Orange

and another of containers for the juice

and I watched them trundle off in tandem

to the ‘juicing’ station shaking my head

with embarrassment as I rejected the

offer to accompany them. Why the

stand-offish attitude, you might ask; well,

the second barrow held one old empty

orange juice carton, two rinsed out milk

cartons and thirty, yes thirty (30) empty

wine bottles. What sort of picture of daily

life in our house does that convey to the

public, I thought – and would have nothing

to do with it.

TURBO’S DOG BLOG...THE ‘AfTER’

JEREMY COLTMAN 
WEALTH MANAGEMENT

If you would like a free no obligation initial review meeting, then please contact me

M:07976 398 194 E:jeremy.coltman@sjpp.co.uk www.jeremycoltmanwm.co.uk

I recognise that talking about money 

and finances is personal – sometimes 

sensitive. 

So, it’s reassuring to know that there’s

someone on hand who can help you 

address your needs, understand your 

goals, and realise your dreams.

I offer a friendly and approachable service,

backed by the strength and security of FTSE

100 company, St. James’s Place Wealth 

Management; and being local means I am 

here to help whenever you need me. 

I can help you with investments, retirement,

life assurance and estate planning. 

Stewart penny 
ServiceS

garden machinery
SaleS, Service & repairS

weSton nurSerieS
corton 
nr warminSter
Ba12 0SZ
tel 07714 212806

stewartpennyservices@outlook.com

Glorious Food
Home-made food for 

all occasions 
Dinners, lunches, funeral teas  

Canapé parties  

Please email or ring if you’d like 
to discuss a forthcoming event  

Melanie Lee  
07790 082162 

melcooking@hotmail.com
find me on Instagram - melsgloriousfood

KTV Systems
TV aerials, satellite TV and 

CCTV installations and repairs.

info@ktvsystems.co.uk

07825 812955 or 220247
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november is upon us, and the field work

continues. We endeavour to have finished

such tasks as planting the wheat and grass

seed by the time the clocks change, an

unlikely happening but the early maize

harvest will help towards achieving this.

The maize was good, better than

average but the crop was obviously

stressed at some point, most likely due to

weather conditions because there were

lots of little cobs rather than one big one

on the stems.

Jamie was confronted by a tank

during maize harvest, the tank won, and

Jamie was the one to reverse out the

way and then both parties continued with

their equally important jobs of the day,

one defending our country the other

feeding it.

The target to start wheat by 10th

October was met and this is productive as

it helps with grass weed control.

Grass seed has been planted

but late because of the weather, not a

problem for the Italian Rye grass, which is

the silage grass but a bit late for the

perennial which is for grazing, we were

hoping to direct drill grass into the perma-

nent pasture to improve the grazing but it

is too wet, so on hold until Spring next

year.

Working the land is a privilege and

an opportunity to watch nature, deer's

DOWN ON THE fARM…

bound across your path, birds of prey

merrily sweep above you, watching

carefully as you might just disturb some

tasty morsel for them to swoop down and

gather their supper. Seagulls follow as you

plough, cultivate and drill. hares leap at

great speed and rabbits scurry around.  

Working the land and knowing it as

well as we do it's not unusual for us to be

asked to look out for lost animals as we

can access areas others can’t including

buildings that are no longer in use.

Sometimes we have been lucky, and a lost

animal has been found and reunited.

We are still on the lookout for a

little grey and white cat from heytesbury

who has been missing for some weeks now,

I make sure I check all our outbuildings

regularly just in case she is hiding and

keeping our rodent population at bay.

Farms are a safe haven as food is readily

available and plenty of opportunity to lie

low. Social media is a wonderful method

of communication but not all folk have

access. If you read this and know of a little

cat of the above description being cared

for, please let me know.

The milking cows are all in now and

the young stock will be in very soon so for

all those who are nervous of the cows

when walking you will be a little more at

ease as we head into another winter

‘down on the farm’.

Kit pottow

Local Domiciliary Care Agency

Offer a bespoke care service for your

loved ones to support with living at

home.

Also looking to recruit dynamic carers 

to join our friendly team.

Contact 01985 850124 or email

info@caronscareline.co.uk

Darren Ashley
Gardening and Handyman 

Grass cutting   Lawn laying
Orchard and riverbank mowing 

Fixing, repairing gates 
and fencing 

Hedge cutting and tree work 
Free quotations   Fully insured

no job too small

01985 300 225

07910 462 632
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When contacting advertisers please 
tell them that you read about them 

in the Parish News! !

sharp. The story would make a wonderful

film, but there’s no way you could coach

a penguin to perform to Juan Salvador’s

high standards. The intelligence of the

penguin is complemented by his ability to

endear himself to every person he meets.

One chapter stands out: when Juan

Salvador (the penguin) is finally allowed

into the school swimming pool. The un-

gainly land-animal becomes an acrobat of

remarkable speed and agility, and at the

same time transforms the life of a rather

pathetic homesick schoolboy.

The audio book is read by Bill

nighy. That must be a treat to brighten

the day of anyone who listens to it. 

Katherine Venning

BOOK REVIEW

ThE pEnGUIn lESSOnS by Tom Mitchell

One has to remind oneself that it is a true

story, because it has all the hallmarks of

make-believe. The back cover tells us:

“On holiday in Uruguay, Tom Michell res-

cues a penguin from an oil slick, only to

find that the bird then refuses to leave his

side. Tom has little choice but to smuggle

his new companion across the border,

through customs and into Argentina,

where he teaches in a boys’ boarding

school.” The story that follows is laced

with humour, fraught with danger and to-

tally delightful. And all so improbable. 

Each short chapter presents a new

dimension of life with a penguin-compan-

ion, starting with the necessity of clean-

ing an oil-covered bird with very sharp

beak and claws which it intends to use in

self-defence. The descriptions of scenery,

circumstance and people are beautifully

Many people do not know that in our

midst lives a person who is 105 years old.

he is, namely, John hamilton, the oldest

surviving soldier of the Dunkirk evacua-

tion in June 1940. his role was in an

anti-aircraft gun unit which shot down

two nazi Stuka dive-bombers that were

bombing the beaches.  

In recent time he has had a paint-

ing done by a talented artist. 

On Friday the 10th of november he

is to be interviewed on the BBC, during

the evening ‘One Show’ when the painting

will be shown with him in a field where

many poppies are growing.

S U RV I V I N G  D U N K I R K

Did you know?

The Family Counselling Trust provides 

low-cost counselling to children and 

young people(4- 18 yrs)

and their families in

Wiltshire. We must

fundraise for every

penny we spend. 

So if you are entering

a funrun, swimathon, bake sale,    

or any other fundraising initiative,

please think of funding us. 

Any fundraising ideas and

support are welcome. 

Our website gives all the

information you may need

at https://www.family 

counselling trust.org

Or email me, 

Stephanie Stevens,   

chair-wiltshire@

familycounselling trust.org.  

Jon Royds
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Due to a pulled muscle in August, a heat

wave followed by some wild wet weather

in September I have not fished at all since

my return from South Uist. Our most

recent trip was cancelled because storm

Agnes was forecast but in fact it did not

arrive here! 

          It seems inevitable that at some

point we are going to have beavers on the

chalk streams. There has been consider-

able support for their reintroduction built

up by the media where they have been

portrayed as cuddly, interesting animals

by some presenters. There have been

some illegal releases most notably onto

the Tay where there are now some 1,000

animals in the wild. 

          There have been some legal

releases and there are a number of groups

held in pens in various locations, some not

too far away. Inevitably there will be

escapes and it is only possible to assume

that they will arrive everywhere in time,

including the Wylye valley. 

          Although the early illegal releases

on the Tay took place where the river ran

close to the A9 the beavers have spread

throughout the system and into

neighbouring catchments. Where damage

has occurred natureScot has begun to

grant licenses to move groups to areas

they deem suitable. This has not gone

down well with farmers in the receiving

areas. 

It is difficult to envisage how beavers

would fit into the completely man-made

environment of the chalk valleys and the

real concern is that they are protected

animals, and controlling them will be

difficult. Inevitably, if as I believe will

happen, it is concluded that their reintro-

duction was not a good idea there will

always be a pressure group who will

oppose any control and any hope of erad-

ication will be thwarted. 

          I have seen beavers in the wild in

Sweden and in Tierra del Fuego; they are

not cuddly and not particularly interest-

ing, and they cut down trees. Any reintro-

ductions are complicated and sometimes

outcomes are not what was expected. 

          Following the reintroduction of

White-Tailed Sea Eagles to the Isle of

White one of the birds became focused on

the Canada geese on langford lakes. This

was good as there has always been a need

to control the numbers of Canada geese

ANGLING NOTES 

and lots of people got to see it. The bird

or any one of the reintroductions could

equally easily have become focused on a

free-range poultry unit or an outdoor pig

unit: hens and piglets would be perfect

prey.  

          What could a farmer do? it is a

protected bird. I do not believe that the

Isle of White today is anything like the

island was when White Tailed Sea Eagles

last bred there.

Robin Mulholland

THATCHCRAFT LIMITED
Ellis Butcher 

Master  Thatcher

Tel: 01985 877122
Mob: 07778 598851

E: ellisbutcher@live.co.uk
www.thatchcraft.co.uk

01373 813132

Wren House
Residence for the Retired and Elderly

Wren House in Warminster is a long-established, elegant retirement home,
specialising in individual care in gracious surroundings.

Having just thirteen rooms, each with a private bathroom, we are able to
offer the ambience of a family home, together with caring staff and the
facilities to enable our residents to grow old with dignity.

Ms Tracey Atkins, Manager
Wren House Limited, 32 Vicarage Street, Warminster BA12 8JF

Tel: 01985 212578

Business Telecoms

Up to 50% cheaper than BT! 

● Cloud phone sytems·

● Super-Fast Broadband·

● 30 day rolling contract

Call Justin Fellowes.

We are a local company 

specialising in innovative 

business telecoms solutions.

Contact us for our latest offers

01985 620133

admin@apptel.co.uk
WWW.APPTEL.CO.UK

07931 766553

When contacting advertisers please 
tell them that you read about them 

in the Parish News! !
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DID YOU KNOW ?  History of the Rugby World Cup.

tournament was held in 1987 and was

jointly hosted by Australia and new

Zealand, with sixteen nations participat-

ing. The tournament is held every four

years and alternates between the

northern and Southern hemispheres.

Twenty teams now qualify for each Rugby

World Cup. Twelve teams qualify auto-

matically, based on their performance in

the previous World Cup. The qualification

for the remaining eight places is

region-based, with a total eight teams

allocated for  Europe, five for Oceania,

three for the Americas, two for Africa and

one for Asia. The last place is determined

by an intercontinental play-off.

Before the introduction of the

Many of you will have been following the

Rugby World Cup over the six weeks which

comes to a conclusion on Saturday 28th

October, when the final is played in paris.

At the time of writing this article, the

group stages of the tournament are

coming to an end, with the strongest

teams progressing to the Quarter Finals.

The tournament is administered by

World Rugby, the sport’s international

governing body. The winners are awarded

the Webb Ellis Cup, named after William

Webb Ellis who, according to popular

legend, invented rugby in 1823, by picking

up the ball during a football game at

Rugby School. 

The inaugural Rugby World Cup

Rugby World Cup, there was no global

rugby union competition, but there were

a number of other tournaments. One of

the oldest is the annual Six nations

Championship, which started in 1883

as the home nations Championship: a

tournament between England, Scotland,

Ireland and Wales. It expanded in 1910,

when France joined the tournament and

in 2000, Italy joined the competition,

which then became the Six nations.

The 2023 Rugby World Cup is

being held in France in a number of

stadia throughout the country. South

Africa are the current holders of the

cup, having beaten England in the final

32-12 in Japan. South Africa and new

Zealand have both won the trophy three

times, with Australia winning twice and

England once. 

The 1995 World Cup was hosted

and won by South Africa, beating new

Zealand 15-12. Who can forget the

scene of president nelson Mandela,

wearing a Springbok jersey, presenting

the trophy to South Africa’s captain,

Francois pienaar? England’s 20-17 victory

over Australia in 2003 in Sydney,

will be forever remembered for Jonny

Wilkinson’s magnificent winning drop

goal.

Jonathan Wansey

www.mindthepaws.com
Online Pet Boutique offering free click and

collect from Tytherington BA12 7AA

Natural Treats
Health Supplements

Toys
Pet Bowls and Accessories

Gifts for pet lovers 
and much more

Use HELLO10 at the checkout
for 10% off your first order of £10 or more.

hello@mindthepaws.com 07836 234053

E.G. MARTIN LTD
WESTBURY (01373)

822784 / 864676
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V I L L AG E  N E W S

CELEBRATION OF MINISTRY

On Sunday 17th September in heytesbury

Church, Judi and I were deeply grateful to

everyone who came to the service, for so

many kind words as we celebrated our

ministry over the last ten years. We were

very moved by the presence of all who

joined us and found the singing of our

chosen hymns and the prayers really quite

emotional. In addition, we were able to let

everyone know about ‘Elizabeth’s Smile’,

the charity that our beloved son nick set

up before he died in July. The charity aims

to support children who experience the

HEYTESBURY

Villagers are fortunate in having a very

senior military gentleman who with his

gardener prunes, weeds and generally

takes care of the rose beds at our War

Memorial. he and his gardener give a deal

of their time & energy to keep the roses,

originally donated by the ladies of the

heytesbury Branch Royal British legion, in

neat order. Thank you!

A Grateful Parishioner

death of a parent through terminal illness.

(See www.elizabeth.org)

Those who attended most gener-

ously contributed £350 to the charity, and

I have received a grateful letter from the

trustees. Thank you so much, Katherine

and Mark Venning, for arranging the

singing, and finally one of my favourite

pieces of music, ‘Farewell to Stromness’,

which brought tears to my eyes!

I will no longer be leading church

services but remain much involved with

the congregation Sunday by Sunday.

Robin Hungerford

encouraged us to pick his dahlias for

the church and this year, to continue

the tradition, Jo Thomson brought two

generous vases of wonderful colour that

lighted the main windows.

We have such talent in the village.

Mandy creates spectacular work in glass

and Wendy contributed a stunning group of

pumpkins in crochet for the harvest

Service. 

Saddened beyond words by the

destruction of the landmark Sycamore at

hadrian’s Wall, not only by the tragedy of

its loss but at the small, vindictive minds

that could even contemplate the act.   BL

SHERRINGTON

Early October and the afternoon sky is

threaded with Swallows. They will have

come down from the north, following the

call of the South. now, today, they are

gone.

I left a few windfall apples on the

grass. A week later they are still un-

touched, an indication of plenty of

hedgerow food but also of a diminished

number of Blackbirds. I fear that could be

something to do with the numerous Mag-

pies in the area, birds of supreme elegance

but voracious nest robbers. leaves are

falling but the brush of Autumn’s colour has

not yet touched the trees. I look at the

trees, leaves with dense foliage and am

always amazed that the leaves will fall and

rot away to nothing, leaving all those

branches empty until Spring.

Richard Morris made his debut

as Church Warden at the harvest Thanks-

giving. The service went smoothly, we were

assisted by members of the choir and, as

always, the congregation left smiling.

Contributions to the Foodbank were gener-

ous and Richard was able to take a full

hamper and several bags.

Bert Imber at no 23 had often

Wylye Valley Personal Trainer
Your Local PT That Comes To You!

Quality Home Fitness Training Guaranteed!

Servicing:
Boyton, Codford, Corton, Heytesbury, Knook, 

Norton Bavant, Sherrington, Stockton, 
Sutton Veny, The Langfords, Tytherington, 

Upton Lovell, Wylye

Mob: 07876461603

Email: steve@aimbodyfitness.com
www.aimbodyfitness.com

Saturday 2nd December 

10-12.30

at Heytesbury Church 

Lots of Christmas stalls,

festive eats and drinks, 

one of a kind gifting 

and more
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HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY

General Manager Paul Budd 

01985 840441

ST GEORGE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

31 Boreham Road, Warminster  BA12 9JP

PARISH PRIEST

Fr Martin Queenan

ATTACHED PRIESTS

Fr Raymond Hayne                    Fr Malcolm Ferrier

01985 212329
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fROM THE REGISTERS

Baptisms
We welcome into the Christian Church

Rosanna Philippa Drummond Smith 
Florence Nancy Walker 

on 23rd September at Knook 

May they grow in the Christian faith

Old Friends remembered

Mary Eva Feltham of Codford 

Rosie Mahon of Codford

Josephine Livett of Sutton Veny house 

Ann Ponsonby of Sutton Veny

Elizabeth Pickford of Sutton Veny

May they rest in the peace 
and light of Christ

Please contact the Ministry Team to make

arrangements for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals,

Confirmation preparation or Service of Prayer 

and Dedication after a Civil Marriage. 

The clergy will officiate at any 

crematorium service.

5 November           Tytherington               8.00am      holy Communion (BCp)

4th Sunday            Sutton Veny                9.30am      parish Communion

before Advent        Codford St peter       11.00am      parish Communion choir

                             Upton lovell               3.00pm      All Souls’ Service

                                                                                       

12 November         norton Bavant            8.00am      holy Communion (BCp)

REMEMBRAnCE       Sutton Veny               10.45am      Remembrance Service

SUnDAy                  heytesbury               10.45am      Remembrance Service

                                                                                       

19 November         Boyton                        8.00am      holy Communion (BCp)

2nd  Sunday           Codford St peter         9.30am      parish Communion

before Advent        heytesbury                 9.30am      Sunday Worship

                             Upton lovell             11.00am      parish Communion choir

                                                                                       

26 November         Sutton Veny                8.00am      holy Communion (BCp)

ChRIST                  Codford St Mary          9.30am      parish Communion choir

ThE KInG               Knook                       11.00am      parish Communion 

                             heytesbury                 6.00pm      Evensong (BCp)

                                                                                

            

Spire Electrical Services Ltd
Your local friendly electrician

Over 30 years’ experience
All work fully guaranteed

Free estimates
NICEIC approved electrical contractor

Mark Briffitt

07733104993
spireelectricalservices@outlook.com
4 Springhead, Sutton Veny, BA12 7AG

THE HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY

Charity No: 200669

THIS ALMSHOUSE

CONTINUE TO PROVIDE

ACCOMMODATION FOR THOSE IN NEED 

IN EITHER SINGLE AND DOUBLE BEDROOM

FLATS OR BUNGALOWS. 

Please contact the Administrator, Paul Budd,

on 01985 840441 

or EMAIL: stjohnshospital2018@outlook.com

for further information 

and to arrange an informal visit. 

More information can be found on our 

website at: www.st-johns-hospital.org.

prayer group
We pray daily. 

If you have any prayer requests,

please call Anne 

on 07432 205229

sons in their formative years. Both share

his creative flair; he would be very proud

of them. 

Gilly has been responsible for the

parish news Design and layout since 2000.

Poems and line illustrations by Ian Milne, rendered by

Gilly Milne. All works are copyright and remain the

intellectual property of Gilly, Paul and Ciaron Milne. 

SOMETHING FOR CHILDREN

On the back page we have a poem for

children, in the editorial we said we would

like to create a children’s page. This comes

from small selection of unpublished works

by Ian Milne created 25 or so years ago.

They were rendered from Ian’s poems and

line drawings by his wife Gilly Milne

between 1998 and 2000. Some were

conceived in an exercise book by Ian, for

his son paul, in 1990, together with others

created for both sons during their primary

school years at The Minster.

Ian joined the Army as a boy soldier

in 1972 at the age of 15. his art teacher

had hoped he would have stayed at school,

but it wasn’t to be. he was with the army

for an additional twenty-four years.

he shared his love of music and art with his



U S E f U L  C O N TAC T  N U M B E R S  Please telephone 840283 for any changes.

Sutton Veny Chair: Alan Russell   840 883
     Newsletter: Richard Jackman              840899
     svvhnewsletter@gmail.com 
     Bookings: Gay Woods                     840057
     svvhbookings808@gmail.com
Upton Lovell Bookings: Ros Coombs 851277
WOOLSTORE THEATRE 
    Bookings: Angus Bramwell         01722 743459
     angus.bramwell@googlemail.com
    Codford Post Office          850345
CODFORD GARDENING CLUB
    Karen Johnstone                    850258
CODFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
    Sir William Mahon 850586 
     Sally Thomson 850339
CODFORD LADIES CIRCLE
Evelyn Read  850831
PARISH WEBSITES
Team www.upperwylyevalleyteam.com
Webmaster admin@newvalleywebdesign.com
Heytesbury www.heytesburyparish.co.uk
Norton Bavant www.nortonbavant.co.uk
Sutton Veny www.suttonveny.co.uk
SPORTS CLUBS 
Badminton (Codford)
     Dominique Beagley                    850952
Cricket (Heytesbury & Sutton Veny) 
     Chair: Justin Wagstaff                    840782
     Secretary: Robert Robson
Heytesbury Football Club 
     Martyn Spratt         07790 728197
Tennis (Codford) 
     Chair: Vincie Abbott                   850239 
     Secretary: Jeremy Coltman       07976 398194
STARQUEST 
    Astronomy Club: Pete Lee        840093
SUTTON VENY FLOWER SHOW 
     www.suttonvenyflowershow.co.uk
SUTTON VENY NURSING HOME 840224
Area code 01985 unless otherwise stated. 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Codford and District Branch: 
     Col Nick Quarrelle 851149
HEYTESBURY, HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN 
Administrator                                        840441
DOCTORS’ SURGERY CODFORD 850298
CODFORD POST OFFICE (Budgens) 850345
HEYTESBURY POST OFFICE      840914
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
Codford Mike Davidson               850549
Corton John Rigby 850303
Heytesbury Peter Andrews                840517
Norton Bavant John Acworth                 840134
Sherrington Nigel Lewis 850496
Sutton Veny Peter Strangeways 840403
PRE-SCHOOL AND CHILDCARE GROUPS
    Codford Caterpillars 
     Kim West                    851030
     Heytesbury Hedgehogs
     Annette Pulvertaft                 840798
    Wylye Coyotes Afterschool Club 851713

     info@wylyecoyotes.com  
     or 07805 515863
PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
Codford, Wylye Valley
     Head: Robert Barnes                    850461
Heytesbury
     Head: Ms Laura Williamson       840429
Sutton Veny
     Head : Adam Lewis 840428
     www.suttonveny.wilts.sch.uk
VILLAGE HALLS
Codford Secretary: Karungi Grant 850523
     secretary.codfordvh@gmail.com
     Facilities Manager and Bookings: 
     Mandy Capel 07748 471112
     or hiring.cvh@codfordpc.org.uk
Corton Fane Hall 
     Bookings: Tina Kerr 850373

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT      
    Dr Andrew Murrison MP          01225 358584
CITIZENS ADVICE 0800 144 8848
    citizensadvicewiltshire.org.uk/get-advice
NATIONAL DEBT LINE             0800 8084000
AGE UK 0300 3031234
SIMPLE ENERGY ADVICE LINE 0800 444202
CRIME STOPPERS 0808 1689111
MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS LINE 0800 953 0110
ENERGY SAVING TRUST
    energysavingtrust.org.uk
WILTSHIRE COUNCIL 0300 456 0100 
customerservices@wiltshire.gov.uk for help with
council tax, financial support, welfare provision,
free school meals and childcare, help in a crisis.
WILTSHIRE UNITARY COUNCILLORS 
    Andrew Davis                                      217431
     Christopher Newbury 01373 822508
     Bill Parks                                 07484 826540
POLICE: Warminster Neighbourhood Team 
     Warminster Police Station 01722 547175
     PC 2342 Helen Daveridge
     PSCO Leigh Holcombe 9548  07901 227971
     Leigh.holcombe@wiltshire.police.uk
     WarminsterAreaCPT@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk

Community Police (non-emergency) 101
PARISH COUNCILS
Boyton/Corton 
     Chair: Caroline Wheatley-Hubbard 850208
Codford Chair: Tom Thornton             850560
     Clerk: Karungi Grant 850523
     karungigrant.codfordparish@yahoo.com
Heytesbury Chair: Vanessa Sturmey07847941133
     Clerk: John Cap 01985 217144
Sutton Veny Chair: Carol Morris     840140
     Clerk: Heather Parks FSLCC       07970780424
Upton Lovell Chair: Steve Boxall             851171
     Clerk: Nicola Duke 01373 864127
     clerk@uptonlovell.org.uk

The Parish News of Upper Wylye is available on the team website, upperwylyevalleyteam.com/team/parish-news/. 
When contacting advertisers, please tell them that you read about them in The Upper Wylye Parish News.


