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Stewart penny 
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garden machinery
SaleS, Service & repairS

weSton nurSerieS
corton 
nr warminSter
Ba12 0SZ
tel 07714 212806

stewartpennyservices@outlook.com

MEN’S 
FELLOWSHiP
BREAKFAStS

The Men’s Fellowship breakfasters slipped

into 2024 with a fascinating talk about

eels given by Andrew Kerr, the Chairman

of the Sustainable eel Group (SeG). With

beginnings and endings in the Sargasso

sea, the lifecycle of these critically

endangered fish is as mysterious as the

shady illegal trade in european glass eels,

which carry a phenomenal value that

makes smuggling them of interest to

international terror groups. Andrew’s

entertaining and stimulating talk made

it abundantly clear that without the

international campaigning and practical

steps being promoted by the SeG the eel

population in europe would soon be

completely decimated.

          In a year in which the UK will join

about half the world’s population in going

to the polls, the topical speaker at the

February breakfast will be Bradley

Whitaker, a spokesman for Make Votes

Matter, a campaigning group seeking to

replace our existing voting system* from

First past the post with some form of

proportional representation. (*Apparently

the only other user of this system in

europe is, Belarus!)

          The breakfast on Monday February

5th will be held at 8.00am (for 8.15 start)

at the George Inn, longbridge Deverill.

Breakfasts cost £15, of which £2 will go

towards the charity of the speaker's choice

- on this occasion it will be the South

Sudan Maridi link. 

          please note, this is not a club, but

is open to all. Just contact the organisers

via email (uwvmfb@gmail.com), before

the preceding Friday at the latest, if you’d

like to attend.

EDitORiAL

We had technological problems putting

the parish News together for the last

edition. The first was the appearance of

hyphens in the middle of words and whilst

proofreading I had to alter thirty plus

words.

          The second problem was line

spacing, some of our contributors insist on

putting a space between paragraphs, with

1.5 line spacing through out and a double

space after every full stop. please could

all   spacing, line and between letters and

symbols, be single. If everyone did this,

we would not be able to publish as many

articles as we do, and one of our proof-

readers would have more time if she did

not have to alter layouts and in some

instance re type text. please do not justify

to a page width. 

Finally, we use Trebuchet MS as

our font, it is not difficult for me to

change, but if you could use the same font

my life would be easier.

Moan over.

          After much discussion, and with

a certain amount of regret, we have to

warn advertisers that charges should

increase by 5%, rounding figures down to

a whole number of pounds.

THE VILLAGE MEMORy TREE

If you feel unable to make a heart, eileen

has a selection for you to choose from.

Contact eileenkellow@hotmail.co.uk

T H E  D I A RY

PARISH NEWS
Editor Robin Culver

robinwculver@mac.com
Chairman David Shaw 850372

danddshaw@btinternet.com

ADVERTISING AND EDITORIAL
The Parish News, which is not for profit, relies on and is
very grateful to all advertisers without whom the
magazine could not be produced. Prospective advertisers
should contact  Ralph Oxborrow (see details below).
However the Parish News does not endorse any of the
products or services advertised and takes no
responsibility for any disappointment, accident or injury,
howsoever caused, resulting from purchase or
involvement. We welcome contributions on any subject
but reserve the right to edit to fit. Opinions expressed in
material from contributors are for readers to appreciate
and are not necessarily endorsed by the editorial team.

All editorial copy should be sent to the Editor
robinwculver@mac.com by 10th of previous month.

Advertising contact Ralph Oxborrow 841078
rsoxborrow1@aol.com
Marketplace contact Katherine Venning 840283
katherine.venning@gmail.com

Printing by Footfall Direct 01225 706058
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
Friday 1st March

Upton Lovell Village Hall
6.00pm supper followed by

service in the church.
Join us on this global ecumenical day,

prepared this year by the Christian

women of palestine. The day starts as

the sun rises on the international date-

line in Samoa. As the earth rotates a

great wave of prayer begins to build.

The wave reaches europe and moves on

until the sun finally sets over American

Samoa. 146 countries and islands take

part before a worldwide circle of

prayer is completed.

Join us for this special service.

FILMS AT THE WOOLSTORE

Wednesday 7 February

SCRAPPER (12A)

7.30pm – Tickets £6.00 

http://www.thewoolstoretheatre.org.uk

This vibrant and inventive father-daughter

comedy follows Georgie (lola Campbell),

a resourceful 12-year-old girl who secretly

lives alone in her flat in a working-class

suburb of london following the death of

her mother. She makes money stealing

bikes with her best friend Ali (Alin Uzun)

and keeps the social workers off her back

by pretending to live with an uncle. Out

of nowhere, her estranged father Jason

(harris Dickinson) arrives and forces her to

confront reality. Uninterested in this

sudden new parental figure, Georgie is

stubbornly resistant to his efforts. And as

they adjust to their new circumstances,

Georgie and Jason find that they both still

have a lot of growing up to do.  Winner of

Grand Jury prize at the Sundance Film

Festival. 

FANE HALL BIG BREAKFASTS

17th February and 23rd March,9-11am
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MESSAGE ON A TEATOWEL

The SpIrITUAl rAIlWAy 

Memorial in the south porch of 

ely Cathedral to the engine driver and

fireman who died in a railway accident 

in 1845.   Writer unattributed 19thC

The line to heaven by Christ was made

With heavenly truth the rails are laid,

From earth to heaven the line extends,

To life eternal where it ends.

repentance is the Station then

Where passengers are taken in,

No Fee for them is there to pay,

For Jesus is himself the way.

God’s Word is the first engineer

It points the way to heaven so dear,

Through tunnels dark and dreary here

It does the way to Glory steer.

God’s love the Fire, his Truth the Steam,

Which drives the engine and the Train,

All you who would to Glory ride,

Must come to Christ, in him abide.

In First and Second, and Third Class,

repentance, Faith and holiness,

you must the way to Glory gain

Or you with Christ will not remain.

Come then poor Sinners, now’s the time

At any Station on the line,

If you’ll repent and turn from sin

The Train will stop and take you in

I see these lines when I hang my teatowel

to dry above the cooker. 

They are eye-catching, and relevant. 

          lent is a good time to take up the

challenge posed by the Spiritual railway. 

We may feel slightly adrift currently

without rector or Vicar, but God is here,

and won’t be retiring.

          Ash Wednesday is on Valentine’s

Day. The service for the beginning of lent

is in heytesbury Church at 6 p.m. on 14

February. It’s worth coming.

          We have four lent groups planned.

you can choose whichever you want:

membership is not required. If you don’t

like discussion groups, you could read a

Good Book (there are so many to choose

from: just ask someone you trust), or you

could attend a service each week and be

prepared for God’s love to meet you

there.  

          each lent group has a different

theme. Details on page 11. Kim and phil

Sutton will follow the pilgrim series on the

eucharist. roger and Diana hammond have

chosen verses from Matthew, luke and 1

Corinthians to discuss. Vincie’s group will

continue their studies in Isaiah, and the

Sutton Veny group will be very informal

with questions such as What’s the point of

lent? Why go to church? and Best hymns

for lent?                   Katherine Venning

AU REVOiR 
tO A MUCH-LOVED ViCAR

revd Clifford Stride, our Team Vicar for the

last seven years, retires this month. Clifford

has been a central member of the Ministry

Team, has led the benefice during two

periods of Vacancy at great cost to his

health and wellbeing, and has taken on

more than his share of spiritual, pastoral

and administrative duties. his regular

contributions to the parish News have been

inspirational, showing insight and care. 

his pastoral leadership will be sorely missed

but the respect and friendship he has

earned here will endure. We All ThANK him

warmly and wish him a very happy and

healthy retirement. 

David Shaw

THE UPPER WYLYE VALLEY TEAM            

Our vision is to be open, welcoming, growing and inclusive churches, 

living within the love of God, and sharing God's love and life with others.

upperwylyevalleyteam.com

MiNiStRY tEAM LEttER LOVING OUR NEIGHBOUR AS CHRIST LOVES US
Do you need some support? If you would like a chat,
prayers, spiritual, pastoral or  practical support and

help, please do call someone from the numbers below 

TEAM RECTOR Vacancy
upperwylyevalleyteam@gmail.com    840081

MINISTRY TEAM
Team Vicar
The Revd Clifford Stride (on duty Tues.Wed.Sun)

cgstride@btinternet.com 850941
Ordained Minister with Permission to Officiate
The Revd Jonathan Hiscox (day off Friday) 840966

jonathan.hiscox@btinternet.com 851250
Licensed Lay Minister
Katherine Venning LLM 840283

katherine.venning@gmail.com
CHURCHWARDENS
Boyton & Corton Post vacant 
Codford St Mary Post vacant
Codford St Peter Alasdair McGregor 850073
Heytesbury Tina Sitwell 840556 
Knook Robert Pottow 850285
Norton Bavant John Acworth 840134

Edward Moore 840420 
Sherrington Richard Morris 07555425110
Sutton Veny Richard Jackman 840899
Tytherington Caroline Lester-Card 07787556505
Upton Lovell Andrew Cumming 850834
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS
Codford Henry Collins 850193 
Norton Bavant Didee Acworth 840134 
Heytesbury: Alison Tebbs 841192
Sutton Veny Richard Jackman 840899
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER Kim Sutton         

suttonkimh@gmail.com
BELL RINGERS Nick Claypoole 850724
PARISH CHOIR Katherine Venning 840283

tHOUGHt FOR tHE MONtH

love is patient, love is kind. It does not

envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It

does not dishonour others, it is not

self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it

keeps no record of wrongs. love does not

delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.

It always protects, always trusts, always

hopes, always perseveres. love never

fails. 

Paul's first letter to the Christians in Corinth,

chapter 13 v 4f RH

CODFORD’S CHRiStMAS EVE
CRiB CELEBRAtiON 

(Who is Welcome at the Crib?)

A most successful service to act out the

Christmas story involved all comers and all

ages in Codford in mid-afternoon, and was

set around a moving stable tableau in

Bethlehem. The story took many turns and

twists and to follow it in detail and to see

a photograph in full colour go to:

www.upperwylyevalleyteam.com/team/

parish-news The Christmas eve 2024 Crib

Service is already booked. 

          Vincie Abbott

          

Friends of St Mary’s Church

PLOUGHMAN’S
LUNCH

Saturday 3rd February 

Please come along with your
friends, children and grandchildren

to our annual Ploughman’s Lunch on
Saturday 3rd February 2024, in

Codford Village Hall, from 12noon -
2.00pm. As usual delicious soups, a
variety of Ploughman’s Lunches and

amazing deserts. Price for all this
only £6.00. Children under 12 free.

There will also be a raffle.

PRAYER GROUP
We pray daily. 

If you have any prayer requests,

please call Anne 

on 07432 205229

When contacting advertisers please 
tell them that you read about them 

in the Parish News! !
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recent months have very much been

about routine work whilst negotiating the

very wet conditions. Many of you will be

aware that the meadows around the farm

have been under water for much of the

winter making maintenance of fields

impossible let alone the prospect of cattle

being let out once Spring arrives, we can

but hope the water levels drop and ground

conditions dry as quickly as possible

allowing us access for fertilizer on grass

and crops.

There is a shortage of barley seed

due to the difficult damp harvest which

effected germination of seed crops.  Many

farmers will endeavour to use home saved

seed but unfortunately ours is not good

enough so we hope we can find some.  An

alternative is to plant more wheat, but

the wet conditions are not good for this,

and we only have until the end of January,

early February to achieve this. looking

ahead to Spring we hope to have the bean

seed drilled and the barley (if we locate a

supply).

The office is always beckoning with

many jobs, one being the ‘linking environ-

ment and Farming (leAF)’ paperwork.

I’ve spoken of this before, a scheme we

welcome being a part of but is hugely time

consuming and most of Christmas was

dedicated to completing it with a deadline

of 31st December which was made harder

DOWN ON THE FARM…

by a late drilling season, again due to

weather conditions but the deadline was

met.

We are all now sporting hi viz

clothing around the farm, along with

fetching bright pink and blue bobble hats

or for the more reserved green beanie

hats. This is all part of our continued com-

mitment to health and safety for all those

who work on site. There has been some

concern from walkers who go through the

farm that the bright hi viz might upset the

cows, the cows are totally unaffected by

it, although the bobbles on the hats are

always worth a lick and nibble, if you are

unlucky enough your hat might be

whipped off and dropped in a rather dirty

puddle or flung across the yard but overall

the feed supply is more inviting.

As we head towards Spring there is

plenty to look forward to and embrace

within the farming calendar and we hope

the weather conditions will improve,

although at the time of writing we are

some way off, but life carries on as it must

‘down on the farm’.

Kit Pottow

When contacting advertisers please 
tell them that you read about them 

in the Parish News! !

E.G. MARTIN LTD
WESTBURY (01373)

822784 / 864676

JEREMY COLTMAN 
WEALTH MANAGEMENT

If you would like a free no obligation initial review meeting, then please contact me

M:07976 398 194 E:jeremy.coltman@sjpp.co.uk www.jeremycoltmanwm.co.uk

I recognise that talking about money 

and finances is personal – sometimes 

sensitive. 

So, it’s reassuring to know that there’s

someone on hand who can help you 

address your needs, understand your 

goals, and realise your dreams.

I offer a friendly and approachable service,

backed by the strength and security of FTSE

100 company, St. James’s Place Wealth 

Management; and being local means I am 

here to help whenever you need me. 

I can help you with investments, retirement,

life assurance and estate planning. 



We haven’t had any drawings submitted by

our readers for ages. Winter days when

you don’t fancy going out are the ideal

time to find some paper and pencil and

get drawing! There are many things

around the home that are fun to draw, and

good practice for your observational skills. 

          It is quite magical how shading an

object can make it appear three dimen-

sional on a two dimensional surface. Make

full use of the range of tones from your

pencil, from the very dark using heavy

pressure to light grey when gently using

the side of the lead. The lightest areas are

left white. Scribble on a piece of paper

with differing pressures to find the range

of tones before you start. Sometimes it is

easier to see the tonal differences in an

object when you half close your eyes.

          here are two pictures to, hope-

fully, encourage you to put pencil to

paper, an unfinished chair I did some time

ago and some bottles from richard Martin.

please do look around your home for

something to draw. I’ve drawn a pestle

and mortar in the past, an open book is a

good challenge, and send your pictures to

the editor. We look forward to including

them one month.          Angela Rosenthal

A RT  C H A L L E N G E

In mid-January 2023 my sister and I

embarked on our third expedition to

Antarctica. This voyage was in the wake of

those who had sailed in wooden ships to

the far south to explore the imagined

Terra Incognita. We left Ushuaia, in

Argentina, in a small expedition ship with

85 other passengers. There were three

small helicopters onboard, with Chilean

pilots and mechanics. They helped us

clamber into the tiny cockpit in all our

warm clothing and lifejackets.

Captain James Cook was the first

sailor to cross the Antarctic Circle in

1773…but he only discovered freezing fog,

frozen sea, and huge ice bergs. It was

another 50 years before Bellingshausen

glimpsed snow covered mountains,

confirming that a seventh continent did

exist. he also discovered a small, remote

volcanic island which he named peter 1

Island. This mountainous island has steep

cliffs and no beaches. It is often impossi-

ble to reach through thick pack ice.

We were lucky and were flown onto a

smooth glacier where we marvelled at the

bleak scenery, adding another 100 people

to the sparse visitor total. More people

have flown into space than have stood on

peter 1 Island.

We sailed further south and carved

a passage through the sea ice into the ross

Sea. This was where we wanted to be…

where so much of the exploration of

Antarctica took place. In 1841, Captain

James Clark ross, in his ship “hMS

erebus”, was the first man to discover and

TO THE ROSS SEA IN THE WAKE OF THE ANTARCTIC EXPLORERS

explore this large area in the far south. 

We spent a week there. We flew

onto the awesome ross Ice Shelf by

helicopter where we walked on a tiny part

of the huge expanse

of ice. (The guides

had checked for

hidden crevasses or

snow bridges before

we were allowed to

wander.) The ross

Ice Shelf is the

size of France,

with a 500 mile

coastline. explorers

such as Scott, Amund-

sen, Shackleton, and

Aeneas Mackintosh all

dragged, with the aid

of dogs and ponies,

their laden sledges 500 miles inland on

this ice shelf before reaching the

Transantarctic Mountains. From there it is

a climb of 7,000 feet, up one of the vast

glaciers, onto the polar plateau, followed

by a gradual incline to the South pole,

which is over 9,000 feet above sea level

and approximately 1,000 miles from the

ross Sea. Captain robert Scott, with four

others, reached the South pole in January

1912, only to find Norwegian roald

Amundsen had got there first. The heart-

broken British party then had to return to

their base on ross Island in increasingly

bad weather. Tragically, they all died in

the attempt.

Other wonderful days in the ross

Sea area were spent in the McMurdo Dry

Valleys; looking around the preserved

wooden huts of ernest Shackleton and

robert Scott on ross Island; watching

emperor penguins on the ice

floes alongside the ship and

gazing in awe at the 12,000

feet high Mount erebus. This

is an active volcano covered

in thick snow, continually

emitting steam from its

summit. yes, it was very cold

but we were well equipped

and the ship was cosy.

eventually we had to

sail north again, to Bluff in

New Zealand. We had sailed

over 6,000 miles over 33

days.

Many people have asked

why I keep returning to this inhospitable,

cold place. I can only say that once you

have experienced the beauty, the quiet

(unless you are near a penguin rookery),

and the feeling of human’s insignificance

in Antarctica, you will understand my

addiction. I find it to be the most fascinat-

ing and spiritual place that I have ever

visited… and I very much hope to return.

S B

Article, above photograph of Scotts wooden shed,

penguin, front cover images, by Sarah Buttenshaw 

Adelie Penguin  

Mt Erebus on Ross Island
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This long period of wet weather has

meant that the rivers are very high and

brown and many areas of bank are under

water. The Society has, therefore, closed

all of our fisheries on the Avon and Wylye

in the interest of safety and to avoid

damage to access points. In the event of

the rain continuing we may even be

considering closing some fisheries when

the new season opens in April! 

          On a more cheerful note the Wylye

landscape recovery project has secured

funding from DeFrA’s landscape restora-

tion plan. The Wylye Farmers Cluster, the

Wessex rivers Trust and Wiltshire Wildlife

Trust are involved. It is all about river and

floodplain restoration, reconnecting the

river to the floodplain and restoring

the river channel. planning, which will

take two years, will involve flood risk

assessment and feasibility studies.

The flood risk assessments will be signed

off by the environment Agency before

implementation. 

          Some readers will remember

attending a rather unsatisfactory meeting

in Upton lovell village hall some two

years ago. This project appears to be

related to that meeting and will no doubt

produce some interesting discussion. 

          Fish legal, which is associated

with the Angling Trust, recently were

successful in obtaining a court order

preventing a prominent london store

from labelling its farmed salmon as

‘sustainable’. This ruling is very

important. Open net salmon farms in

the sea are in no way sustainable, there

are disease issues, issues of escapees

affecting the wild gene pool, welfare

issues and it takes many more tonnes of

mostly edible fish to produce one tonne

of farmed salmon. 

          As the Scottish Government

refuses to regulate the industry for

reasons of income and the UK government

seems unable to act on pollution and

abstraction Wild Fish (previously the

Salmon and Trout Association) have set up

‘Off The Table’, a campaign to persuade

any food outlet to stop serving farmed

salmon (offthetable.org.uk).

          I have always avoided buying

farmed salmon as it is my only means of

protesting against the industry and I hope

that other readers will consider following

suit. All the technology exists to bring the

industry on shore which would solve

ANGLING NOTES 

the problems of escapes, disease and

pollution; the problem is one of cost.

Canada has taken a step forward by

requiring its pacific coast farms to come

on shore in the not too distant future. 

          I am hoping that 2024 will be kind

in terms of climate and successful in

terms of conservation.

Robin Mulholland

LOCAL WEATHER

OBSERVATIONS 

FOR 2023

The year 2023 has been a memorable one

for weather in the UK and also the Wylye

Valley. When I first came to the area in

1962 we relied on the Guiness Barley

research Centre at Corton for weather

records which they were happy to share

with local organisations. At that time the

local average rainfall was 38 inches per

year. Until this year it was evident that

the average was falling. My amateur

measurements indicated an average of 34

inches per year for the period 2016 to

2022. There were some wetter years in

this period but there were also some

quite dry summer months that caused

heavy use of hoses in the garden.

          2023 has been an exceptional year

for rainfall. I measured a total of a small

fraction short of 49 inches for the year. An

increase of 15 inches over the seven-year

average. CO2 has been steady at around

400 parts per million throughout the eight

period under review, so it is hard to see

how that has been a major component

causing the rise in rainfall. As billions are

being spent on CO2 reduction is it possible

that some new thinking is needed? 

          2024 may produce some more

surprises but my advice would make sure

your water buts are full before Summer,

if we get one!

          Jon Royds

Pre-Season Cricket Training 

Junior & Senior

Junior & youth Cricket

STArTS 1st February for 9 Weeks

Thursday evenings (Indoor) at Warminster

CC Academy BA12 8lh

          Under 11 (School years 5 & 6)     

Mixed Boys & Girls 1700-1800

          Under 13 (School years 7 & 8)     

Mixed Boys & Girls 1800-1900

          Under 15 (School years 9,10 & 11) 

Mixed 1900-2000

All abilities welcome. Our Award winning

team of coaches will be on hand to

deliver expert coaching and technical

tuition. No equipment necessary. Matches

start after easter outdoors. Contact Justin

07876 456260

Seniors Cricket (Men’s & Women’s)

STArTS 1st February for 9 Weeks

Thursday evenings (Indoor) at Warminster

CC Academy BA12 8lh

Seniors 2000-2100

NOT plAyeD IN A FeW yeArS? Come and

have a go. We offer both league and

Social cricket through the summer.

For more information Contact Justin

07876 456260 

Women’s Section: lucy 07514 392293

CRICKET 

www.mindthepaws.com
Online Pet Boutique offering free click and

collect from Tytherington BA12 7AA

Natural Treats
Health Supplements

Toys
Pet Bowls and Accessories

Gifts for pet lovers 
and much more

Use HELLO10 at the checkout
for 10% off your first order of £10 or more.

hello@mindthepaws.com 07836 234053

When contacting advertisers please 
tell them that you read about them 

in the Parish News! !



There is a picture of a 1983 lotus esprit

posted up on the fridge next to my bed

with the number plate TUr 80.  If it is to

do with the craze for personalised number

plates the car is probably worth £10 – but

the plates £99,990. enough of this vanity.

I hate the New year. The Guvnor

loves it because he says it is full of the

hope and promise of a brighter future,

that the worst of the dark evenings and

satanic mornings are behind us and there

is everything to look forward to. On the

contrary, pollyanna, there are no left-over

turkey bits left over, the gammon has all

been eaten by mammon, we are done

being stuffed full of stuffing and the

words ‘figgy, piggy pudding’ are heard no

more.

As far as food is concerned, I have

decided to identify as a human being in

2024 as, it seems to me, they get a much

better deal than us dogs if kitchen scraps

are anything to go by. Frankly, biscuits

and kibble are all very well, but roast

beef knocks them into a cocked hat.

On the other hand, and in my

experience, dogs probably get a better

deal, generally speaking of course, from

being looked after by human beings than

the other way round. For example, the

Guvnor and the Muvnor sleep most of the

night and hardly ever during the day,

whereas I sleep for about 18 hours in
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every 24 and am only very active for a

couple of them.

I therefore find it mystifying how

many human beings have declared their

intention to identify as animals this year.

I have heard of people identifying as:

• A dog, which allows a student to eat his

own homework.

• A cat, which will not reduce the mouse

problem but might get litter trays put in

the public loos.

• A horse, only to be told that polos and

sugar lumps are bad for you.

More positively, however:

• An aardvark which gets your name

called out first in any queue.

• A cheetah gives you a head start in any

race on Sports Day.

• And a pig enables anyone who calls you

that not to consider it an insult and thus

does not feel guilty about it.

Of course, it is all nonsense so, on

balance, I think the status quo should

probably prevail – biscuits, but an

increase in the very occasional piece of

beef.

TURBO’S BLOG

THATCHCRAFT LIMITED
Ellis Butcher 

Master  Thatcher

Tel: 01985 877122
Mob: 07778 598851

E: ellisbutcher@live.co.uk
www.thatchcraft.co.uk

When contacting advertisers please 
tell them that you read about them 

in the Parish News! !
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ence or see all the effort I have put in,

but that doesn’t matter. I’m ready for the

growing season to begin and looking for-

ward to everything starting to happen as

the weather gradually warms up and the

days become longer.

I have been pruning back my roses

by about a third; they have been getting

a bit straggly in the last year or two and

not looking their best. I will cut them

back hard when the time is right and hope

to get a stronger growth and a better dis-

play during the summer months. 

The bulbs all seem to be a bit early

this year, a lot were showing the first

shoots back in December, due no doubt to

the warm weather we had at that time.

I wonder if we are in for a year of early

surprises or will we get frosts to halt the

advance? I had hellebores as well as

calendula marigolds, roses and periwinkle

all flowering before Christmas! Also, I’m

still in the never-ending battle with my

bête noir, bindweed! I’m forever pulling

out the roots.

Ali Tebbs

THOUGHTS FROM MY GARDEN…

‘rain rain go away, come again another

day.’ As I write this it has not been raining

for a few days but by the time you read

it, we may have had a lot more rain – or

it might just be cold and clear, which I

much prefer. Cold days with frost and

sunshine seem to lift the spirits during

winter, so much better than the dull,

damp and dreary days which we have at

the moment. however, looking on the

bright side, we have had one or two

stunning sunsets of late. I have been

clearing the garden of dying foliage,

generally tidying up and giving the soil a

light turnover, so much easier when the

ground is soft and it’s not too cold.

My friendly little robin has been very

attentive and picking out grubs alongside

me. I love the little sounds he makes as

he watches me turn over the soil. It has

been too wet to finish the autumn garden-

ing until now but I have finally got there.

I do make sure that I leave plenty of dead

flower and shrub stems and stalks for the

insect life that takes refuge there during

the cold weather, and they also give some

structure to bare areas - not to mention

the wonderful displays of spider webs

after a frosty night! The paths and edges

are now clear of leaves and to my eye it

all looks very satisfying. however, a visi-

tor would probably not notice the differ-

Business Telecoms

Up to 50% cheaper than BT! 

● Cloud phone sytems·

● Super-Fast Broadband·

● 30 day rolling contract

Call Justin Fellowes.

We are a local company 

specialising in innovative 

business telecoms solutions.

Contact us for our latest offers

01985 620133

admin@apptel.co.uk
WWW.APPTEL.CO.UK
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DID YOU KNOW ?  Some facts about the Willow Tree.

will typically have a height of between

ten and eighteen metres. It is usually

found alongside water and in the spring,

yellow flowers appear as catkins. The

flowers of the weeping willow produce

ample pollen and nectar, and are much

loved by bees, butterflies and moths. The

cascading branches also provide refuge

for nesting birds.

Willow trees produce a milky sap

which contains salicylic acid, which is

used to make aspirin. long before aspirin

became commonplace, people would

chew willow bark to treat fever,

inflammation and pain. The willow tree’s

natural ability to absorb large quantities

of water makes it ideal for planting in

We all love to see the beautiful willow

tree on our walks in the countryside. But

what do we know about its origins and

uses?

There are around 400 species of

willow tree, known in latin as ‘Salix,’

meaning ‘sallow.’ Very often when we

speak of the willow tree, we tend to think

of the ‘weeping willow,’ or ‘Salix Babylo-

nia.’

The weeping willow is an

extremely fast growing tree that has a

long history in Great Britain, although it

originated in China. The sight of a

weeping willow, gently leaning beside a

river or lake, has a quintessentially

english feel about it. The weeping willow

flood prone areas or where drainage is

required. Willow wood is used to produce

many items, including baskets, furniture,

broom handles, musical instruments and

of course, cricket bats.

We all know of the expression that

cricket is the sound of ‘leather on willow,’

but cricket bat willow is a variety all of

its own, ‘Salix alba Caerulea.’ This fast

growing and straight stemmed variety of

willow produces wood that is tough, but

lightweight and does not shatter easily,

perfect for cricket bats! It is a specialised

business choosing the best wood, and

there is a demand for good quality cricket

bat willow timber.

In the arts or in spirituality, the

willow tree often appears in a variety of

contexts. In hamlet, Shakespeare uses

the mournful symbolism of the willow.

The doomed Ophelia falls into the river,

when the willow branch on which she is

sitting, breaks. 

In J.r.r. Tolkien’s series, The lord

of the rings, ‘Old Man Willow,’ is an an-

cient tree with an evil heart. In Greek

mythology, the willow goes hand in hand

with magic, sorcery and creativity. The

poet Orpheus, traveled to the under-

world, carrying branches from a willow

tree.

The ‘willow’ features in a great

deal of poetry throughout the ages, one

such poem, entitled ‘The Weeping

Willow,’ was written by Ada Constance

Woodhouse. (1856-1943)

Blowing softly in the wind, waving for

all to see,

Bowing with a majestic ring, this

weeping willow tree. 

Tested by the winds and rain, this tree

remains undaunted, 

Its small but supple limbs remain,

strong against their taunts.

There’s beauty in its fullness, in the

gentle fall of leaves, 

And in the gentle gracefulness of this

weeping willow tree.   

Jonathan Wansey

Spire Electrical Services Ltd
Your local friendly electrician

Over 30 years’ experience
All work fully guaranteed

Free estimates
NICEIC approved electrical contractor

Mark Briffitt

07733104993
spireelectricalservices@outlook.com
4 Springhead, Sutton Veny, BA12 7AG

THE HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY

Charity No: 200669

THIS ALMSHOUSE

CONTINUE TO PROVIDE

ACCOMMODATION FOR THOSE IN NEED 

IN EITHER SINGLE AND DOUBLE BEDROOM

FLATS OR BUNGALOWS. 

Please contact the Administrator, Paul Budd,

on 01985 840441 

or EMAIL: stjohnshospital2018@outlook.com

for further information 

and to arrange an informal visit. 

More information can be found on our 

website at: www.st-johns-hospital.org.

Wylye Valley Personal Trainer
Your Local PT That Comes To You!

Quality Home Fitness Training Guaranteed!

Servicing:
Boyton, Codford, Corton, Heytesbury, Knook, 

Norton Bavant, Sherrington, Stockton, 
Sutton Veny, The Langfords, Tytherington, 

Upton Lovell, Wylye

Mob: 07876461603

Email: steve@aimbodyfitness.com
www.aimbodyfitness.com

Darren Ashley
Gardening and Handyman 

Grass cutting   Lawn laying
Orchard and riverbank mowing 

Fixing, repairing gates 
and fencing 

Hedge cutting and tree work 
Free quotations   Fully insured

no job too small

01985 300 225

07910 462 632
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V I L L AG E  N E W S

bottle of Tattinger champagne were

auctioned – overall the evening raised just

shy of £1,200. Thank you everyone for your

support and for being part of our

adventure. Just a few days before the

event, we received a kind donation from

Warminster lions – thank you so much if

you happen to read this.

Meanwhile, 10 days after our C&Q

Night, I had the most wonderful phone call

from someone with a lovely story of

Codford Tennis in times gone by, who went

on the tell me that they wanted to support

us (anonymously) and have donated

£5,000! This helps so much with looking

forward to phase Two of the Fence project

being in reach…long reach, but still more

possible.

By the time you read this, the

western end of the courts should be reclad

in new green MUGA fencing. This is to

protect the courts more robustly from

flying footballs and will be the completion

of phase One of the Fence replacement

project. Work starts the week beginning

11th December.

Fundraising continues to complete

the whole project but we changed our

minds about trying to organise something

for the end of February – we’re planning

now for the Spring. Do continue to watch

this space!

Contact for further information: 

lawntennisclubcodford@gmail.com 

or Vincie on 850239.

CODFORD

Fabulous news from Codford Tennis

gets even better.

As the Curry and Quiz Night approached,

things seemed a little ‘slow’, but on the

night, the hall kept filling up with people,

chatter and excitement. In the event, over

75 folks battled it out, with 2 teams in

serious competition finishing in 3rd and 1st

places…. At 8, we stopped to enjoy the

delicious curries provided by the Members

of the Club, ranging from ‘three game’

through beef, pork and pineapple, chicken

to a really warming vegetable curry. Some

returned for third helpings!

The raffle had some lovely prizes

and two magnums of rosé wine, and a

Heytesbury and Norton Bavant

THANK yOU

Thank you to all who contributed to the

royal British legion poppy appeal last

November. The heytesbury and Norton

Bavant boxes and the the gift aid

envelopes on remembrance Sunday raised

£782 .

HEyTESBURy CHURCH

The month of December was full of events

celebrating Christmas and the festive

period. The Christmas market was a great

success with a variety of stalls, mince pies

and lots of people. There were various

carol and church services, the school’s

Christingle service and a community carol

service presented by the heytesbury

schoolchildren. 

The heytesbury Open place project

is progressing as the church received

permission to remove the larger pews from

the nave which will enable us to host

larger events. A combination of the smaller

pews and new lightweight, stackable

chairs will provide the seating for church

and community events. With the majority

of the surface water drains cleared, the

next challenge is the interior – a toilet,

servery, meeting room, redecoration and

upgrading of the lighting system.  

Tina Sitwell

Cards and decorations now gone, I was loth

to take down the lovely wreath made for

us by friends and really appreciated. As

ever, William and Anne pelly donated and

decorated a Christmas Tree that glowed in

the little church along with the Crib scene

and candlelight for the Carol Service that

had been such a success. So good to have

the Sherrington ensemble and good too

that some young people got up to read the

Christmas Story and did so well. It was

enjoyed by all who attended, the mood at

the end enhanced by a generous supply of

mulled wine. All weeks ago now but cheer-

ing to recall on a chilly grey day and

another bit of cheer is that it will soon be

time to spot the Snowdrop.

I have enjoyed this afternoon. As I

said earlier, better underfoot so Tyto and I

headed off for a longer walk, his, of course

longer than mine! lovely then to come in-

doors as the light fades, little church

safely locked, dogs exercised and fed and

now dark outside. Time then for hot tea

and the last of the Christmas cake. BL

SHERRINGTON

early January and we were shocked by the

change in character of our normally benign

little river. We are used to seeing her

slipping along like green glass, willows

trailing their fingers and the occasional

drift of swans. We are unused to the angry

grey torrent tearing through, snatching at

detritus and even toppling the footbridge,

unheard of behaviour! So far, no damage to

property but in other areas where there

are incredibly still developments on flood-

plains it must surely be a different story.

Today has been a day without rain and this

afternoon it was rather better underfoot.

One tends to forget the good weather we

have had. I remember walking in early

December, emerging from the Great ridge

and looking out over that lovely spread of

land, softly green under a gentle sky. It

could have been Spring but the clatter and

chatter of Fieldfare in the hedge behind

me reminded me that it was indeed

Winter,

HEYTESBURY COfE
PRIMARY SCHOOL

are seeking Academy Council

Governors.

Academy Council Governors provide
an essential link between the
school, the parents, the community
and the Trust. Academy Councils are
a formal part of the Acorn educa-
tion Trust governance structure and
each Council is responsible for
maintaining the unique identity,
community ethos and culture in
their school.  

The Academy Council meets
four times per year but members
may attend additional meetings
in school during the year if required
for a specific purpose, e.g. to
undertake training, liaise with
teachers or attend events. The
Chair is the main contact with the
headteacher but all members
work with the head, keeping a
professional distance and acting as
‘critical friends’. Academy Council
members may be of any age or from
any walk of life and all life experi-
ence is valuable to the role. The
time commitment is not much but
enthusiasm, integrity and confiden-
tiality are essential.

you can find out more about
school governance on the Acorn
education Trust website 
https://www.acorneducationtrust.
com/851/governance-information

If you are interested in
becoming an Academy Councillor or
know of someone who might be
interested, in the first instance
please get in touch with Miss
Williamson, the headteacher on
01985 840429



HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY

General Manager Paul Budd 

01985 840441

ST GEORGE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

31 Boreham Road, Warminster  BA12 9JP

PARISH PRIEST

Fr Martin Queenan

ATTACHED PRIESTS

Fr Raymond Hayne                    Fr Malcolm Ferrier

01985 212329
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WORSHIP in the UPPER WYLYE VALLEY FEBRUARY 2024 

4th                          Sutton Veny                           10.00am           TEAM SERVICE choir

Candlemas                                                                                    Clifford’s last service before he retires

                                                                                                      

11th                        Tytherington                            8.00am           Holy Communion (BCP)

6th Sunday of          Upton Lovell                          11.00am           Parish Communion choir

Epiphany                 Heytesbury                            11.00am           Sunday Worship 

                               Codford St Mary                      6.00pm           Evensong (BCP)

                                                                                                      

14th                        Heytesbury                              6.00pm           Service to begin Lent choir

Ash Wednesday                                                                              

                                                                                                      

18th                        Boyton                                     8.00am           Holy Communion (BCP)

First Sunday             Codford St Peter                      9.30am           Parish Communion choir

of Lent                    Norton Bavant                      11.00am           Sunday Worship 

                                                                                                      

25th                        Sutton Veny                             8.00am           Holy Communion (BCP)

2nd Sunday             Codford St Mary                      9.30am           Matins (BCP) choir

of Lent                    Knook                                   11.00am           Parish Communion 

                               Heytesbury                              6.00pm           Evensong (BCP)

FROM THE REGISTERS

Weddings
Congratulations to

Annabel Scholey & James Trayhurn 
on 16th December at heytesbury 

May they have many 
happy years of married life together

Baptisms

We welcome into the Christian Church

Pheobe Darby Brown

on 10th December at Knook

May she grow in the Christian Faith

Funerals

Our sympathy and love to those 
who mourn the passing of

Susan Parker 
on 28th November 
at Norton Bavant

John Hamilton
on 19th January at Sutton Veny

May they rest in the peace 
and light of Christ

Mondays from 19 February 6-7 pm

with PENNy MOORE, 

19 and 26 February

4 Walnut Close SUTTON VeNy BA12 7BS 

and SUE JENKINSON on 

4, 11 and 18 March

plum Tree house, high Street,

BA12 7AW

Any questions, contact penny

01985 841624 

Tuesdays from 20 February 6-7 pm

with PHIL AND KIM SUTTON

Willow Brook Barn, 

Ashton Gifford lane, 

Station road, CODFOrD BA12 0JX

contact Kim 07867 538985 

or phil 0774 808 4490
----

Wednesdays from 21 February 6-7 pm

with ROGER AND DIANA HAMMOND

8a Tytherington road  BA12 0eG 

heyTeSBUry 

contact roger 01985 841185 

or robin 840522

Glorious Food
Home-made food for 

all occasions 
Dinners, lunches, funeral teas  

Canapé parties  

Please email or ring if you’d like 
to discuss a forthcoming event  

Melanie Lee  
07790 082162 

melcooking@hotmail.com
find me on Instagram - melsgloriousfood

Local Domiciliary Care Agency

Offer a bespoke care service for your

loved ones to support with living at

home.

Also looking to recruit dynamic carers 

to join our friendly team.

Contact 01985 850124 or email

info@caronscareline.co.uk

Thursdays from 22 February 6-7 pm

with VINCIE ABBOTT

01985 850239

little Orchard, Chitterne road

CODFOrD BA12 0pF

‘Trusting God in Troubled Times’

LENt GROUPS

KTV Systems
TV aerials, satellite TV and 

CCTV installations and repairs.

info@ktvsystems.co.uk

07825 812955 or 220247



U S E F U L  C O N TAC T  N U M B E R S  Please telephone 840283 for any changes.

Sutton Veny
     Head : Adam Lewis 840428
     www.suttonveny.wilts.sch.uk
VILLAGE HALLS
Codford Secretary: Karungi Grant 850523
     secretary.codfordvh@gmail.com
     Facilities Manager and Bookings: 
     Mandy Capel 07748 471112
     or hiring.cvh@codfordpc.org.uk
Corton Fane Hall 
     Bookings: Tina Kerr 850373
Sutton Veny Chair: Alan Russell   840 883
     Newsletter: Richard Jackman              840899
     svvhnewsletter@gmail.com 
     Bookings: Gay Woods                     840057
     svvhbookings808@gmail.com
Upton Lovell Bookings: Ros Coombs 851277
WOOLSTORE THEATRE 
    Bookings: Angus Bramwell         01722 743459
     angus.bramwell@googlemail.com
    Codford Post Office          850345
CODFORD GARDENING CLUB
    Karen Johnstone                    850258
CODFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
    Sir William Mahon 850586 
     Sally Thomson 850339
CODFORD LADIES CIRCLE
Evelyn Read  850831
PARISH WEBSITES
Team www.upperwylyevalleyteam.com
Webmaster admin@newvalleywebdesign.com
Heytesbury www.heytesburyparish.co.uk
Norton Bavant www.nortonbavant.co.uk
Sutton Veny www.suttonveny.co.uk
SPORTS CLUBS 
Badminton (Codford)
     Dominique Beagley                    850952
Cricket (Heytesbury & Sutton Veny) 
     Chair: Justin Wagstaff                    840782
     Secretary: Robert Robson
Heytesbury Football Club 
     Martyn Spratt         07790 728197
Tennis (Codford) 
     Chair: Vincie Abbott                   850239 
     Secretary: Jeremy Coltman       07976 398194
STARQUEST 
    Astronomy Club: Pete Lee        840093
SUTTON VENY FLOWER SHOW 
     www.suttonvenyflowershow.co.uk
SUTTON VENY NURSING HOME 840224
Area code 01985 unless otherwise stated. 

Community Police (non-emergency) 101
PARISH COUNCILS
Boyton/Corton 
     Chair: Caroline Wheatley-Hubbard 850208
Codford Chair: Tom Thornton             850560
     Clerk: Karungi Grant 850523
     karungigrant.codfordparish@yahoo.com
Heytesbury Chair: Vanessa Sturmey07847941133
     Clerk: John Cap 01985 217144
Sutton Veny Chair: Carol Morris     840140
     Clerk: Heather Parks FSLCC       07970780424
Upton Lovell Chair: Steve Boxall             851171
     Clerk: Nicola Duke 01373 864127
     clerk@uptonlovell.org.uk
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Codford and District Branch: 
     Col Nick Quarrelle 851149
HEYTESBURY, HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN 
Administrator                                        840441
DOCTORS’ SURGERY CODFORD 850298
CODFORD POST OFFICE (Budgens) 850345
HEYTESBURY POST OFFICE      840914
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
Codford Mike Davidson               850549
Corton John Rigby 850303
Heytesbury Peter Andrews                840517
Norton Bavant John Acworth                 840134
Sherrington Nigel Lewis 850496
Sutton Veny Peter Strangeways 840403
PRE-SCHOOL AND CHILDCARE GROUPS
    Codford Caterpillars 
     Kim West                    851030
     Heytesbury Hedgehogs
     Annette Pulvertaft                 840798
    Wylye Coyotes Afterschool Club 851713

     info@wylyecoyotes.com  
     or 07805 515863
PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
Codford, Wylye Valley
     Head: Robert Barnes                    850461
Heytesbury
     Head: Ms Laura Williamson       840429

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT      
    Dr Andrew Murrison MP          01225 358584
CITIZENS ADVICE 0800 144 8848
    citizensadvicewiltshire.org.uk/get-advice
NATIONAL DEBT LINE             0800 8084000
AGE UK 0300 3031234
SIMPLE ENERGY ADVICE LINE 0800 444202
CRIME STOPPERS 0808 1689111
MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS LINE 0800 953 0110
ENERGY SAVING TRUST
    energysavingtrust.org.uk
WILTSHIRE COUNCIL 0300 456 0100 
customerservices@wiltshire.gov.uk for help with
council tax, financial support, welfare provision,
free school meals and childcare, help in a crisis.
WILTSHIRE UNITARY COUNCILLORS 
    Andrew Davis                                      217431
     Christopher Newbury 01373 822508
     Bill Parks                                 07484 826540
POLICE: Warminster Neighbourhood Team 
     Warminster Police Station 01722 547175
     PC 2342 Helen Daveridge
     PSCO Leigh Holcombe 9548  07901 227971
     Leigh.holcombe@wiltshire.police.uk
     WarminsterAreaCPT@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk

The Parish News of Upper Wylye is available on the team website, upperwylyevalleyteam.com/team/parish-news/. 
When contacting advertisers, please tell them that you read about them in The Upper Wylye Parish News.

Did you know?

The Family Counselling Trust provides 

low-cost counselling to children and 

young people(4- 18 yrs)

and their families in

Wiltshire. We must

fundraise for every

penny we spend. 

So if you are entering

a funrun, swimathon, bake sale,    

or any other fundraising initiative,

please think of funding us. 

Any fundraising ideas and

support are welcome. 

Our website gives all the

information you may need

at https://www.family 

counselling trust.org

Or email me, 

Stephanie Stevens,   

chair-wiltshire@

familycounselling trust.org.  

Puppy & Dog Training Classes, 

Behaviour Consultations, Dog

Walking, Dog Sitting & Day Care

Please contact Celia Callan BSc

(Hons) Dip CABC

Tel: 01985 248277      

Mob: 07806779749

abcdogtrainingschool@gmail.com
www.abcdogtrainingschool.co.uk

www.doggietraining.co.uk

Professional,
Qualified & Insured Tutor

07931 766553


