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FRIENDS OF ST PETER’S CHURCH, 

CODFORD 

AGM will take place on Wednesday 

8th May at 6.30pm in the church. 

All welcome and refreshments will 

be served afterwards.

Save the date!! 

CORONATION FUNDS BARN DANCE

We hope that you are polishing your

dancing shoes for another epic barn dance

on May 11th in Codford Village hall  

Those who joined us for the amazing

Coronation weekend last year will

remember the fab barn dance we held at

the start of the celebrations for the

Coronation. Well, thanks to generous

donations at the time we have funds left

to contribute towards a repeat evening -

we hope this may be an annual event! Find

your friends and families (yes we even had

a few babies last year!) and plan a table.  

Our local caller robin scard accom-

panied by ‘Tim, ben and friends’ will be

putting us through our paces. snacks will

be provided and the bar will be open!

Tickets are available at the post Office

and will be £10 per adult - free for all

children 16 and under. Tables can be

booked through squarrelle@gmail.com

see you there! SQ

WARMINSTER FOODBANK CODFORD 

Collection bins are once again situated

back in heytesbury Church porch. Contri-

butions of food and/or toiletries are very

welcome (as long as the ‘sell by’/‘use by’

dates have not expired, and the items

have not been opened). We are really very

grateful for all donations, however small.

Our sincere thanks to those of you from

heytesbury and district who have donated

in the past, your generosity is much appre-

ciated, especially as we now have a new

larger storeroom in Warminster and can

accommodate more supplies!

Thank you.  sue Middleton 

THE IMPORTANCE OF SERMONS

The Church Council in heytesbury has

decided that from 1st April onwards,

the sunday sermon will be broadcast

by loudspeaker from the top of the

church tower. This is to allow hard

working people who want an extra lie-

in to be able to hear the sermon from

their beds. Others who are up and

about and too busy to come to the

church will also benefit from this

opportunity. The Council would value

feedback on the quality of the sermon

each week. Thank you. RH

T H E  D I A RY

PARISH NEWS
Editor Robin Culver

robinwculver@mac.com
Chairman David Shaw 850372

danddshaw@btinternet.com

ADVERTISING AND EDITORIAL
The Parish News, which is not for profit, relies on and is
very grateful to all advertisers without whom the
magazine could not be produced. Prospective advertisers
should contact  Ralph Oxborrow (see details below).
However the Parish News does not endorse any of the
products or services advertised and takes no
responsibility for any disappointment, accident or injury,
howsoever caused, resulting from purchase or
involvement. We welcome contributions on any subject
but reserve the right to edit to fit. Opinions expressed in
material from contributors are for readers to appreciate
and are not necessarily endorsed by the editorial team.

All editorial copy should be sent to the Editor
robinwculver@mac.com by 10th of previous month.
Advertising contact Ralph Oxborrow 841078
rsoxborrow1@aol.com
Marketplace contact Katherine Venning 840283
katherine.venning@gmail.com

Printing by Footfall Direct 01225 706058
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EastEr in Codford

Presented by CVH and BroadleazeBar

31 March 2024

Easter Sunday

Join us and the Easter Bunny for crafts,

biscuit decorating, and a 

treasure hunt from 2pm, 

with an Easter Celebration in the bar at 4pm.

Family fun for all  £3 per child

Tickets on sale from March 1st

FILMS AT THE WOOLSTORE

due to circumstances beyond our control,

we regret we are unable to show

‘Napoleon’ on 3rd April, but will be

showing ‘One life’ and hope to show

‘Napoleon’ at a later date. 

Wednesday 3rd April

ONE LIFE (12A)

starring Anthony hopkins with helena

bonham Carter and Johnny Flynn.  based

on the true story of british humanitarian

sir Nicholas Winton as he looks back on

his past efforts to help groups of Jewish

children in German-occupied Czechoslova-

kia to hide and flee in 1938–39, just before

the beginning of World War ii. 

7.30pm – Tickets £6.00 

(doors open at 7.00pm) 

Tickets available online through the

website: www.thewoolstoretheatre.org.uk

or at the Theatre box Office (open during

productions and on film nights).

in addition, we will be selling

tickets at the Codford Community Cafe at

the village hall on the second and fourth

Thursdays, 10am to 12noon.

www.mindthepaws.com
Online Pet Boutique offering free click and

collect from Tytherington BA12 7AA

Natural Treats
Health Supplements

Toys
Pet Bowls and Accessories

Gifts for pet lovers 
and much more

Use HELLO10 at the checkout
for 10% off your first order of £10 or more.

hello@mindthepaws.com 07836 234053
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dear residents, 

i am the new(ish) Chaplain at st John’s. My

name is Caroline McKinnell, i have been a

Chaplain in various settings for a few years

and i am also a member of Avon & somerset

police as one of their Chaplains. i am in my

final year studying part time at sarum

Theology College in salisbury and will be

ordained deacon in June. We have a short

morning worship in st John’s on Wednesday

mornings at 10am which you are welcome

to join.

          As i write we are in the season of

lent, and we are following the salisbury

diocese lent Course which is focussing on

luke 4 and particularly from verses 18 & 19:

“The spirit of the lord is on me, because he

has anointed me to proclaim good news to

the poor. he has sent me to proclaim free-

dom for the prisoners and recovery of sight

for the blind, to set the oppressed free”.

it challenges us to share the Good News of

the Kingdom with others, and we all do this

in very personal ways. some of us preach,

some of us quietly journey alongside others,

some of us share our coming to faith

through sharing in groups, some of us work

with those less fortunate. 

          Jesus’ invitation to “come and see”

was very gentle and quite subtle; he

offered rather than insisted. he showed us

how to live in a Godly way, he demonstrates

this by being fully human and inhabiting our

world - he truly has walked a mile in our

shoes. And so we are tasked with inviting

others to ‘follow me’, to share in the love

and forgiveness that is available to us all

when we enter into relationship with

Father, son and holy spirit.

          As theologian and author henri

Nouwen said: “Following Jesus means to let

go of the ‘i’ and move toward the ‘other’.

Following Jesus means to dare to move out

of ourselves and to slowly let go of building

our ‘self’ up.”

          Caroline McKinnell

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH

Now, brothers and sisters, i want to re-

mind you of the gospel i preached to you,

which you received and on which you have

taken your stand. by this gospel you are

saved, if you hold firmly to the word i

preached to you. Otherwise, you have be-

lieved in vain. For what i received i passed

on to you as of first importance: that

Christ died for our sins according to the

scriptures, that he was buried, that he

was raised on the third day according to

the scriptures, and that he appeared to

Cephas and then to the Twelve. After that,

he appeared to more than five hundred of

the brothers and sisters at the same time,

most of whom are still living, though some

have fallen asleep. 

           paul's letter to the Christians in Corinth,

chapter 15 v1-7 RH

THE UPPER WYLYE VALLEY TEAM            

Our vision is to be open, welcoming, growing and inclusive churches, 

living within the love of God, and sharing God's love and life with others.

upperwylyevalleyteam.com

MINISTRY LETTER FROM ST JOHN’S, HEYTESBURY LOVING OUR NEIGHBOUR AS CHRIST LOVES US
Do you need some support? If you would like a chat,
prayers, spiritual, pastoral or  practical support and

help, please do call someone from the numbers below 

TEAM RECTOR Vacancy
upperwylyevalleyteam@gmail.com    840081

MINISTRY TEAM
Team Vicar Vacancy
Ordained Minister with Permission to Officiate
The Revd Jonathan Hiscox (day off Friday) 840966

jonathan.hiscox@btinternet.com 851250
Licensed Lay Minister
Katherine Venning LLM 840283

katherine.venning@gmail.com
CHURCHWARDENS
Boyton & Corton Post vacant 
Codford St Mary Post vacant
Codford St Peter Alasdair McGregor 850073
Heytesbury Tina Sitwell 840556 
Knook Robert Pottow 850285
Norton Bavant John Acworth 840134

Edward Moore 840420 
Sherrington Richard Morris 07555425110
Sutton Veny Richard Jackman 840899
Tytherington Caroline Lester-Card 07787556505
Upton Lovell Andrew Cumming 850834
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS
Codford Henry Collins 850193 
Norton Bavant Didee Acworth 840134 
Heytesbury: Alison Tebbs 841192
Sutton Veny Richard Jackman 840899
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER Kim Sutton         

suttonkimh@gmail.com
BELL RINGERS Nick Claypoole 850724
PARISH CHOIR Katherine Venning 840283

BELLRINGERS WANTED

The band of bellringers whose home tower

is Codford st peter have members drawn

from several churches in the Upper Wylye

Valley, and we do indeed ring at other

churches - boyton, sutton Veny, heytesbury,

Norton bavant - to vary our routine or to

ring at services and weddings. so we might

be said to be in reality a Valley band – ‘have

ringers, will travel!’

To secure the future of ringing in

the valley we need more recruits. it would

be wonderful to train some newcomers,

drawn from any of the villages; it’s a skill

which once learned is never forgotten, and

one which will gain you a welcome at any

tower in the land. The commitment, once

you've been taught, is to attend practices

regularly and be willing to join in a team

activity. plus a drink in the pub afterwards

(wherever there is a pub!).

if the idea appeals, please call

Anthony bainbridge on 851079 or Nick

Claypoole on 850724. you will be welcomed

with open arms.

Spire Electrical Services Ltd
Your local friendly electrician

Over 30 years’ experience
All work fully guaranteed

Free estimates
NICEIC approved electrical contractor

Mark Briffitt

07733104993
spireelectricalservices@outlook.com
4 Springhead, Sutton Veny, BA12 7AG

07931 766553



The human race delights in the first days

of spring and there is no doubt that

daffodils and crocuses, a rising warmth

and all that stuff do lift the spirits. The

dog world benefits in that walks are

longer and more fun and that if the

people who feed us, walk us, drive us

around and pay our vet’s bills are happier

in mind and body, it rubs off on us.

What is it then, that when i ought

to be full of the joys of spring and

grateful for all the gifts that wellbeing

brings, i still seem to harbour an inbuilt

and unshakeable instinct to give the

Guvnor a hard time, if only to keep him

on his toes?

in dog years i am now the same age

as him but there the resemblance ends.

i am still able to chase a pheasant or a

pigeon at full pelt until it cheats and

takes flight, pursue a rabbit for half a

mile and i’m not even going to mention

cats as my other fan has one. The Guvnor,

on the other hand, breaks out in a sweat

while watching the athletics on the

television.

We both like biscuits though. his

consumption is restrained mainly because

he is married; mine is only restricted by

whether i can catch his eye. Oh, and
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there is another trick in the ‘clever dog

quiver’ which i shall explain if i can

guarantee that as he is typing this, he is

behaving like many a secretary who is up

against the clock and doesn’t actually

read what they are working at.

A dog can get away with a whole

load of naughtiness provided the results

are not disastrous, dangerous, or too

distressing. My favourite is running off at

pace towards the railway line and then

footling around in the undergrowth while

they worry that there is a train coming.

After a good five minutes i wander back,

and they are so relieved i get a biscuit.

it’s a good wheeze and works every time.

i think it is all to do with my eyes. i have

been told that my large, brown eyes

are beguiling and once gazed into,

irresistible. All i know is that ‘adorable’ is

also used so i have decided to offer them

to nice Mrs rosenthal for her art class.

After all, as they say in parliament – ‘the

eyes have it; the eyes have it’.

TURBO’S DOG BLOG fOR SPRING

When contacting advertisers please 
tell them that you read about them 

in the Parish news! !

shrubs, a major task which has resulted in

countless trips to the tip where we meet

other likeminded gardeners. i wanted it

all done before the birds started looking

for nest sites. There are squabbling

jackdaws nearby and i’ve seen the rooks

carrying large twigs in their beaks, so not

a moment too soon. 

how many of us have been cutting

lawns, hoping the first pull on the lawn-

mower cord will jump-start the mower

into life? i’m told the temperature needs

to be 6 degrees for the grass to grow and

i suspect it’s been 6 degrees or more for

THOUGHTS fROM MY GARDEN…

From the first snowdrops onwards, i feel

spring is in the air and the earth is waking

up again. Not so fast! so much has been

under water or just sodden for so long.

but now i do feel spring is on the move.

A few cold mornings and bright, clear days

and the sun feels warm on my face and

i’ve had to take my coat off working in

the garden. The spring flowers are all in

bloom and the blossom is out in force.

The air has a wonderful freshness to it

making being outside such a pleasure.

The main project so far has been

cutting back and re-shaping trees and

THATCHCRAFT LIMITED
Ellis Butcher 

Master  Thatcher

Tel: 01985 877122
Mob: 07778 598851

E: ellisbutcher@live.co.uk
www.thatchcraft.co.uk

quite a lot of the time. We’ve learnt that

we have had the warmest and wettest

February on record! We just need more

warm, dry days for the lawn to dry out a

bit to make mowing viable. having said

that, Mike has mown at least once already

and the church yard has also been mown,

leaving that lovely smell in the air.

The pond needs a bit of tidying but

i’m reluctant to put my hands in as it’s a

bit cold! it’s also full of frogspawn and

their tails are beginning to grow, making

them look more like tadpoles than jelly

with a black blob in the middle. The

potatoes are in their sacks and tucked in

a sheltered spot in the vegetable garden,

the greenhouse is full of veg and flower

seedlings, some of which will go to our

village seedling sale in May and i am

planting up my hanging baskets, but i’m

keeping them in the greenhouse until the

middle of May. it’s very tempting to buy

all those lovely young plants in the garden

centres and supermarkets, but too cold

still to plant them out. hopefully when

the time comes they will have doubled in

size and be looking very healthy.

The hour has changed giving us an

extra hour to garden; who will be the first

to spot a swallow?                     Ali Tebbs
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Well, spring is here and i wonder if you

have yet heard the unmistakable call

of the cuckoo? There is an old british

tradition of welcoming the cuckoo, as it

also represents the arrival of spring. The

adults arrive from Africa in late March or

April, and leave again in July or August.

however, the earliest-ever reliable record

of a cuckoo in england was one in surrey,

on 20th February 1953.

The cuckoo is a bird of a size

between a blackbird and a wood pigeon.

Cuckoos have a grey head with a thin,

bright yellow ring around their eye, yellow

feet and a black beak. They have dark

grey plumage on their upper parts and

barred plumage below, which resembles

the markings of the sparrow hawk. some

females are a rusty-brown colour. in flight,

the cuckoo looks very similar to a sparrow

hawk.

Cuckoos are ‘brood parasites’,

which means that they do not raise their

own young. instead they lay just one egg

in the nests of other birds, which raise the

chick, thinking it is one of their own. The

nests of dunnocks, Meadow pipits and

reed Warblers are favourites. The cuckoo

chick hatches after around eleven days. it

will push any other eggs or chicks out of

the nest, ensuring that it receives the sole

attention of its adoptive parents. These

adoptive parents will continue to feed the

DID YOU KNOW ?  The Cuckoo

young cuckoo, even though it may grow to

two or three times their own size.

Many poems have been written

about the cuckoo, perhaps most well

known is that written by William

Wordsworth, which begins:

O blithe New-comer! i have heard,

i hear thee and rejoice.

O Cuckoo! shall i call thee bird,

or but a wandering voice?

here are a few more facts about the

cuckoo:

There are 54 species of the cuckoo; most

live in Africa, Asia and Australasia.

The name ‘cuckoo’ is onomatopoeic,

which means that it is taken from the

sound of the bird’s call.

Only the male bird sings the familiar

‘cuckoo’ call.

each female will lay between 12 and 22

eggs, all in different nests.

Adult cuckoos fly back to Africa as soon as

the breeding season is over. This can be as

early as the second half of June, in south-

ern england.

young cuckoos follow their parents back to

Africa several weeks later.

The female cuckoo will generally lay her

eggs in a nest belonging to the same

species that reared her.

Cuckoo spit has nothing to do with cuck-

oos, but is produced by insects as a pro-

tection from predators.

The cuckoo’s favourite diet is poisonous

hairy caterpillars, shaking away the toxic

substance before swallowing their prey.

The scientific name for the cuckoo is ‘Cu-

culus canorus’. The average lifespan of a

cuckoo is 4-6 years.

Finally, the term ‘Cloud cuckoo

land’ is today used to describe a state of

absurdly, over-optimistic fantasy. it de-

rives however, from a play written by the

Greek playwright Aristophenes in 414 bC.

pisthetaerus, a middle-aged Athenian,

persuades the world’s birds to create a

new city in the sky, to be named ‘Cloud

Cuckoo land’

Jonathan Wansey.

Gloriousfood.uk

Glorious Food
Home-made food for 

all occasions 
Dinners, lunches, funeral teas  

Canapé parties  
Please email or ring if you’d like 
to discuss a forthcoming event  

Melanie Lee  
07790 082162 

melcooking@hotmail.com
find me on Instagram - melsgloriousfood

THE HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY

Charity No: 200669

THIS ALMSHOUSE

CONTINUE TO PROVIDE

ACCOMMODATION FOR THOSE IN NEED 

IN EITHER SINGLE AND DOUBLE BEDROOM

FLATS OR BUNGALOWS. 

Please contact the Administrator, Paul Budd,

on 01985 840441 

or EMAIL: stjohnshospital2018@outlook.com

for further information 

and to arrange an informal visit. 

More information can be found on our 

website at: www.st-johns-hospital.org.

Wylye Valley Personal trainer
Your Local Pt that Comes to You!

Quality Home Fitness Training Guaranteed!

Servicing:
Boyton, Codford, Corton, Heytesbury, Knook, 

Norton Bavant, Sherrington, Stockton, 
Sutton Veny, The Langfords, Tytherington, 

Upton Lovell, Wylye

Mob: 07876461603

Email: steve@aimbodyfitness.com
www.aimbodyfitness.com
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will mean finally the ground is dry and the

sun will be shining ‘down on the farm’.

Kit Pottow 

DOWN ON THE fARM

MEN’S 
FELLOWSHIP
BREAKFASTS

On 4th March our speaker

was Andy dakin, a former rAF officer and

currently a resident of Crockerton, and

who is CeO of the Naval and Military bible

society. The society's strapline is ‘To serve

those who serve by supplying bibles’ and

Andy began by setting out the context in

which he got the job. his career, mainly

flying harriers in the rAF, took him to

many of the world’s trouble spots includ-

ing flying with the Us Marine Corps in the

1st Gulf War and concluding with

command of 41 squadron, the harrier,

Tornado and Jaguar Operational evalua-

tion Unit for 5 years. The Naval and

Military bible society was formed in 1779

and today the charity gives out 150,000

bibles a year to deserving individuals and

groups worldwide at a cost of some

£20,000 in postage alone. Andy spoke

interestingly and modestly and an

audience of almost 40 made a donation of

£80 to the society that is looking forward

to its 250th anniversary in 2029.

The speaker for April and our final

breakfast of the season will be Nicholas

Walters, a recently joined breakfaster

from Chitterne. Nicholas spent 45 years as

a marketing and corporate communica-

tions consultant. For the last 15 years he

has been a director of the World steel

Association, the global steel trade associ-

ation, acting as the Observer/spokesman

at the annual COp Climate Change

negotiations.

Nicholas will try and answer the

question “Why steel?”. he will provide

some global context to why the british

steel industry has been decimated, why

political decision making for the last 40

years has been at best abject and what we

might expect moving forward.

The breakfast on Monday’s April 8th

will be held at 8.00am (for 8.15 start) at

The George inn, longbridge deverill.

breakfasts cost £15, of which £2 will go

towards the charity of the speaker’s

choice. please note, this is not a club, but

is open to all. Just contact the organisers

via email (uwvmfb@gmail.com) before the

preceding Friday at the latest, if you’d

like to attend.

Will the rain ever stop? it is certainly

holding up the works for us on the farm

and making life at times difficult for so

many, not least the many walkers we have

passing through the village and surround-

ing area. in fact, since before Christmas

we have hardly seen anyone and those

brave enough to venture this way have

found themselves stranded at times if not

appropriately dressed. As robert likes to

say “there is no such thing as bad weather

just bad clothing”, i tend to agree but

wearing waders daily is not my first

choice of clothing, even with the fact i

have made it through the winter wearing

wellies with holes in, i have got used to a

soggy foot everyday and i will at some

point invest in a new pair but had hoped

by now i could at least of been in my

walking boots!

The farm is ticking along, the dairy

is doing what it should, milking the cows,

although the milk yield is a little down.

We have lots of calves arriving, we calve

all year round as it is a system that suits

our methods, and our processors pay us to

have a level supply of milk all year round.

Other farms will block calve, the method

is in the name, you calve all your cows in

a block period over 6 weeks. This works

particularly well in the spring when the

fresh grass is coming through as you can

then turn the cows out immediately.

There is also the option to block calve in

the autumn.

Groundwork is a little more

haphazard (as always), early nitrogen is

going on late!   Weed control that should

have been done in the autumn is not

done. We are getting ready to put spring

barley in the ground and everything we

can drive on has had fertilizer but a lot of

the grass ground hasn’t, which will mean

the cows will be turned out late, a

blessing for some of you who don’t totally

appreciate the inquisitiveness of our

bovine friends when you are out walking.  

We though hope to see them out

grazing as soon as possible because that

Simple PC Help.
Technology problems, fixed

• Apple & PC computer support
• Tablet & Smart phone training
• Printers & Internet issues fixed
• Protect your identity online
• One-to-One training
• Smart device set up
• Competitive hardware repairs

01985 330073 & 07979 252573

info@simplepchelp.co.uk
www.simplepchelp.co.uk



With the smell of freshly cut grass it must

be the start of the Cricket season! here is

what we have coming up in the next few

weeks.

All Stars Cricket (Ages 5 -7;  School

Years Reception, Yr1 & Y2)

An 8 week course for boys and girls aged 5

- 7 years who have never played cricket

before.

The tailored All stars coaching pro-

gramme will commence at sutton Veny on

sunday 12th May from 1000 - 1115 and

continues every sunday for 8 weeks. if

anyone has any other questions please call

Graham on: 07727 630199

Under 9s Dynamos Cricket (Ages 7-9;

School Years Y3 & Y4)

The dynamos course is for children aged

7-9 years who have either graduated from

All stars Cricket, played some cricket at

school or who are new to cricket. The pro-

gramme will commence at sutton Veny on

sunday 28th April between 1000-1130 and

continues for 12 weeks until the school

holidays in July. last session will be

sunday 14th July.

dynamos aims to provide children

with a great first experience in game and

match-based cricket. The programme is

delivered by the Club’s Award winning

coaching team. it is a fun and active way

CRICKET CLUB NEWS  

to develop your child’s skills and most

importantly put these into match situa-

tions. Throughout the summer they will

take part in various inter-club festivals

held throughout the county, learn skills, as

well as make new friends in a safe and

inclusive environment. For more informa-

tion, please call Justin on: 07876 456260

Under 11, Under 13 & Under 15

Hardball Cricket (U11 Sch Yr 5 & 6;

U13 Sch Yr 7 & 8; U15 Sch Yr 9 & 10)

With one of the fastest growing Junior and

youth programmes in Wiltshire, we offer

hardball cricket at U11, U13 and new for

2024 U15 age groups.

Most of our players have graduated

from our U9s dynamos programme or

played some cricket at school. however, if

your child is new to cricket then this is not

a barrier to them starting and learning to

play. Training has started. please call for

information.

All our age groups are entered into

local leagues and cup competitions. With

nearly 70 matches scheduled for 2024, this

gives all our players the opportunity to

test their skills and learn the value of

teamwork. Training is one evening a week

with match days either midweek or on

sundays-the season runs from May to

August. For information, please  contact

head Coach Justin Wagstaff on 07876 456260

Women’s Softball Cricket

soft ball Cricket is about getting out and

playing; maximum fun, minimum fuss. No

pads, no hard ball, no heavy bat, no head-

scratching rules. it’s a game for absolutely

everybody, no matter your skill level, fit-

ness or age. 

Women’s soft ball Cricket is a great

opportunity for women, of all ages and ex-

periences, to participate in regular cricket

fixtures whose primary focus is on social-

ising and having fun. results are not im-

portant. For more information, please

contact lucy bartlett on 07514 392293

Men’s Cricket

Whilst one of the Club’s aims is to instil a

lifelong love for cricket in junior players,

we also recognise the importance of

providing a positive experience for all

adults playing the game. Whether that be

people completely new to cricket or

juniors progressing out of a youth section

and into an adult cricket environment.

At hsV (heytesbury & sutton Veny)

we have a wide variety of standards and

environments for players to choose from.

so, for people new to the area or for

those wanting to start their adult cricket

journey, please get in touch with us and

we will be happy to help find the right

team for you. please contact Justin on

07876 456260 
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A little while ago i said that there was a

likelihood that we would have beavers on

the Wylye at some point in the future. As

i wrote that they were probably here

already! We now know that there are

beavers on the Wylye. We have no idea

how many and just where but our river

keepers have seen signs of their activity

over a long stretch of the river and a local

person reports having seen one in the

dusk. There are no signs of dam building

as yet, just gnawing and chewing of

branches, mainly willow. We can only

speculate as to where they have come

from or if they have been deliberately

introduced. The Frome and the bristol

Avon have them and it is obvious that they

will be everywhere with suitable habitat

in a very short space of time. 

          Our fisheries management team

are quite relaxed about them; they really

have no option to be any other way!

landowners adjacent to the river may be

more concerned about flooding of crops

and hole digging in the river banks. Those

readers with valued trees close to the

river may wish to begin thinking of tree

guards.

          The very wet February has not

been helpful from the fisheries point of

view. it looks increasingly likely that we

will not be able to fish our rivers in April

and even May with flooded banks and very

wet access tracks being serious problems.

looking forward to June if our keepers

are unable to get into the rivers to cut

weed there is a real likelihood of flooding

of land and crops. 

          Climate change is a serious threat

to our enjoyment of traditional chalk

stream fly fishing.

          My water feature, which is an old

iron field trough acquired with the house,

has become too warm for gold fish. My

fish died during the summer of 22 and 23.

it does not lend itself to being a lily pond

and so i am turning it into a marsh

garden. it is now ready to receive plants

and i have the enjoyable task of selecting

from old familiars such as purple loose-

strife, ragged robin and Globe flowers

(Trollius) and plants which are new to me.

This is an interesting occupation to fill my

time until spring is truly here and i might

even get to go fishing.  Robin Mulholland

ANGLING NOTES 

KTV Systems
TV aerials, satellite TV and 

CCTV installations and repairs.

info@ktvsystems.co.uk

07825 812955 or 220247

sheep-gobbling giant, or a mockery of

local 17th century Mp lord holles? dating

him is difficult; there are no finds to

radiocarbon date. The earliest documen-

tary record is cleaning/scouring him in

1694. Archaeological excavation revealed

deposits washed against the chalk outline

and even under the giant which could

be dated scientifically by optically

stimulated luminescence (Osl). Although

very difficult on chalky soils, samples

were taken from site back to university

laboratories and dated. Much to our, and

my, surprise he is probably 10th century,

possibly as early as 7th century. he was

saxon, and coincident with the re-found-

ing of Cerne Abbey in Ad 987.

The date poses a conundrum. if

he’s 10th century, why is there no record

of him until 1694? Many, antiquarians,

cartographers, and estate owners

(Aubrey, stukeley, Colt hoare) would

have ridden between dorchester and

sherborne; why did none mention him?

detailed study of the hillside ecology and

analysis of microscopic fragments of

snails from the excavation (they live in

different habitats: short-grazed grass,

long grass, shrubland, open or closed

woodland) indicated that long grass grew

A GIANT IN DORSET new research on the Cerne Giant

in 2020 National Trust archaeologist

Martin papworth, excavated four small

testpits through the Giant to date him. in

the last 2 months we undertook further

fieldwork work: geophysical surveys and

augering/probing, and as a result have

completely re-written our understanding

of the Giant. Our research addresses the

following: how do we date him? What

date is he? Who is he? if he is hercules,

where is his cloak? Were the ‘cock and

balls’ / phallus and testes added later?

Why and how did he disappear from the

countryside for six centuries? Why did the

monks of Cerne abbey tolerate the rude

man of dorset? Was he always the white

chalk-figure we see today? if not when did

he occur in this manifestation? is there

more than one Giant? if so how many are

there? i address some here, others may be

addressed in my lecture for the Codford

local history society at the Woolstore

(17th september), and the rest in the

book. here are just some headlines …

much of which was generated here in

Codford.

Antiquarians and archaeologists

have debated its age for 300 years; was

he prehistoric (Celtic), roman, or a 17th

century image? Could he be hercules, a

over the Giant and he disappeared from

view. Our research indicates who he is,

and that there are 2 if not 3 Giants.

The book with the excavation

includes chapters by many authors

discussing this and other hill figures,

published in August 2024. pre-publication

offer A date with the Two Cerne Giants -

Oxbow books.

Dates for your diaries

lecture to the Codford local

history society at the Woolstore on 17th

september. Tickets available from Alec

Thompson thomsoncodford@gmail.com

Conference on the Cerne Giant

(announcing many new discoveries) and

other  Wessex hill figures at dorset

Museum (dorchester) on saturday 28th

september 2024, see Cerne Giant and

other Wessex hill Figures - dorset Museum

lecture on ‘A date with the two

Giants’ on 17th October at society of

Antiquaries, which is free and open to

non-fellows but must be booked in

advance. A date with the two Cerne

Giants: results of the National Trusts

excavation in 2020 - society of Antiquaries

of london (sal.org.uk)

Mike Allen



Page 9

BOOK REVIEW

those experiences so i would like to pick

out just a few examples.  One in particu-

lar resonates strongly with me. i grew up

in Aberdeen and the fishing industry was

one of the mainstays of that area along

with farming, the paper mills and

excellent university education. The first

interview records Vera’s work on The Fish

Quay on Tyneside in the 1930s which

brought before me the work of the

fisherwomen in Aberdeen, who cleaned

the fresh catches of fish and when the

catch was small, remuneration for them,

and for Vera, was small. hardships were

many; freezing temperatures; icy cold

water; bleeding hands and sometimes

twenty-three-hour days because the fish

have to be ‘worked up’ when they are

fresh. Vera goes on, throughout her life,

to have different jobs, for example in a

factory where you only had to work a ten-

hour day, bliss after work on the quay!

Careers’ advice in the 1950s was

sparse, and non-existent in some schools.

brenda remembers wanting to be a prison

wardress but ends up, due to a relation’s

influence, working in the Co-op greengro-

cery. her mother felt ‘some queer

characters ended up in “there” (prison) so

refused to let brenda apply.

Audrey worked in The Colliery

shop where she was often asked by the

colliers to buy a Christmas present for a

speaking as we Find:

Women’s experience of Tyneside industry

1930s-1980s 

by Caroline barker bennett.

Many of you will know Caro from her

appearances in the church choir but you

may not know that she worked as an

industrial chaplain on Tyneside and

recorded interviews with women about

their experiences of working in the

1930’s through to the eighties and the

extraordinary changes that took place in

women’s working lives between those times.

This is a serious work but also,

accessible, engaging, entertaining and a

sometimes humorous account of twenty

women’s experiences which informs,

through their own stories, life in various

jobs including: a women’s co-operative;

an engineering works and shops and

offices.

‘speaking as we Find’ describes

how the women spoke about their experi-

ences, which led to the title of the work

and it is clear from the text that the

women do exactly that. Any record of

women’s personal experiences of work, at

that time, was fragmented and sparse and

this book addresses that and succeeds in

giving a voice to the many women

included.

This is a review, not a re-telling of

wife. in one case a ‘slip’ was wanted and

Audrey describes the embarrassment of

the gruff collier trying to say what he

wanted. she goes on to describe how

when she would get what they wanted

from the warehouse they might give her

a kiss of thanks with their rough beards.

i imagine there would be plenty lawsuits

if that went on now!

Another woman describes working

under glass roofs that got so hot women

had to wear newspaper hats. What price

health and safety! Another workplace had

the factory pram which accommodated a

new baby of any one of the workers which

allowed her to feed the baby at intervals

so she could carry on working. The pram

was kept in the supervisor’s office to

protect the baby from the noise.

Of course, this book has a serious

purpose in documenting an area that has

been neglected but does it in a way that

brings these women alive, and i am sure

everyone who reads it will find something

they can relate to. The book is well

illustrated with photographs of the

various locations and workplaces.

We chose this book for our book

club, and it was a great success. it comes

recommended by all of us. you can buy a

copy (£10 + postage) from Tyne bridge

publishing. it is easily obtainable online.

Maria Ironside

Puppy & Dog Training Classes, 

Behaviour Consultations, Dog

Walking, Dog Sitting & Day Care

Please contact Celia Callan BSc

(Hons) Dip CABC

Tel: 01985 248277      

Mob: 07806779749

abcdogtrainingschool@gmail.com
https://www.abcdogtrainingschool.co.uk

www.doggietraining.co.uk

Professional,
Qualified & Insured Tutor

Did you know?

The Family Counselling Trust provides 

low-cost counselling to children and 

young people(4- 18 yrs)

and their families in

Wiltshire. We must

fundraise for every

penny we spend. 

So if you are entering

a funrun, swimathon, bake sale,    

or any other fundraising initiative,

please think of funding us. 

Any fundraising ideas and

support are welcome. 

Our website gives all the

information you may need

at https://www.family 

counselling trust.org

Or email me, 

Stephanie Stevens,   

chair-wiltshire@

familycounselling trust.org.  
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When contacting advertisers please 
tell them that you read about them 

in the Parish news! !

EVER THOUGHT ABOUT JOINING 

CODFORD TENNIS?

Are you thinking about becoming a

member of our Club?  Would you like to

know more before you join?

We have our AGM on Friday 19th

April at 6pm followed by supper together.

We love to welcome those who are think-

ing about being part of us, and it gives you

an opportunity to find out more about us

too. if you would like to join us, please

make contact on the number/email

address below, for more details.

We have been saying ‘watch this

space’ and finally we can tell you that we

have planned our next major fundraising

event (for phase Two of the Fence project)

– please come along and help us turn it into

the social event of the year. it will be a:

super summer seventies (and eighties)

supper and dance on saturday 6th July in

the Village hall. Get out your flares,

platform shoes and shoulder pads (or come

as you are), whichever way you will enjoy

the evening most.

Keep watching this space for more

details as we get closer to that date. And

a future date for your diary. Our ever

popular Curry and Quiz night will be on the

15th November 2024. For further informa-

tion contact: lawntennisclubcodford@

gmail.com or Vincie on 850239 

BOYTON AND CORTON CUTTINGS

recently the Fane hall hosted a very

interesting talk by the Clerk of Works from

salisbury Cathedral. We will all now look

up at the masonry with new eyes. i will

take binoculars to try and see some of

the stones carved by the masons into

unexpected shapes. The anecdotes, photos

and fascinating facts were all much

enjoyed, as was the delicious supper.

by the time you read this, the last

big breakfast will have happened for a

while and the easter egg hunt and tea will

have been enjoyed. Our thanks go to the

Fane hall committee and helpers for all

their hard work.

Also by the time you read this,

hopefully the water levels will have fallen

and lawns will no longer be  soggy sponges.

The grass is long but at the moment would

need an amphibious mower to cut it. On

the theme of mowers, Corton will greatly

miss stewart penny and his workshop now

that he has moved to Codford. it will be

quiet without the procession of mowers,

great and small, wending their way around

the village to be fixed.

FSVC PARISH NEWS 

The Trustees of the Friends of sutton Veny

Church wish to keep readers of the parish

News informed of progress with our two

main aims.  

First: to assist the pCC to maintain and im-

prove the structure and facilities in the

Church building and second: to encourage

use of the building as a cultural asset in

the heart of village life, to which events

we invite our neighbouring villagers.

Our financial assets, held ready to support

the First aim, exceed £70K. in support of

the second aim, the Trustees have consid-

ered a wide variety of ‘events’ to hold this

year and next and can now confirm that:

The famous explorer and expedition organ-

iser Colonel John blashford snell will give

an illustrated talk on saturday 18 May in

the church at 11 o’clock. his talk will tell

of his long and exciting life experience of

leading expeditions all over the world and

encounters with wildlife and will include a

film of his latest expedition to Mongolia.

refreshments will be offered at the end.

Total time about one hour.

With the agreement of the headteacher,

sutton Veny school children and their par-

ents will be invited to attend (children

free).

A talk is planned by hamish de

breton-Gordon on aspects of chemical

warfare, in early November, with supper in

the Village hall.

Other events are under review,

include: A Quiz Night and supper, in agree-

ment with the sutton Veny Vh committee.

A behind the scenes look at the

work done to provide the King’s anointing

screen at the Coronation.

A choral concert by the Farrant

Choir of thirty singers, next year.

The return of Michael lunts, by

popular request, to perform his version of

Flanders and swan, plus some betjeman

poetry. 

Any questions to Alick Moore, 

01985 841624     Secretary  F S V C.
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Local Domiciliary Care Agency

Offer a bespoke care service for your

loved ones to support with living at

home.

Also looking to recruit dynamic carers 

to join our friendly team.

Contact 01985 850124 or email

info@caronscareline.co.uk



HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN,

HEYTESBURY

General Manager Paul Budd 

01985 840441

ST GEORGE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

31 Boreham Road, Warminster  BA12 9JP

PARISH PRIEST

Fr Martin Queenan

ATTACHED PRIESTS

Fr Raymond Hayne     Fr Malcolm Ferrier

01985 212329
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E.G. Martin Ltd
WEstBUrY (01373)

822784 / 864676

                               Heytesbury                              9.30am           Sunday Worship

                               Sutton Veny                             9.30am           Parish Communion

                               Codford St Peter                    11.00am           Morning Prayer on Sunday    choir

                               Upton Lovell                            6.00pm           Evensong (BCP)

                               Tytherington                            8.00am           Holy Communion (BCP)

                               Upton Lovell                            9.30am           Parish Communion choir

                               Heytesbury                            11.00am           Sunday Worship

                               Codford St Mary                      6.00pm           Evensong (BCP)

                                                                                 

                               Boyton                                     8.00am           Holy Communion (BCP)

                               Codford St Peter                      9.30am           Parish Communion

                               Norton Bavant                      11.00am           Sunday Worship 

                               Sutton Veny                             3.00pm           Anzac Service choir

                                                                                 

                               Codford St Mary                      6.30am           Anzac Service

                                                                                 

                               Sutton Veny                             8.00am           Holy Communion (BCP)

                               Codford St Mary                      9.30am           Matins choir

                               Knook                                   11.00am           Parish Communion 

                               Heytesbury                              6.00pm           Evensong (BCP)

WORSHIP in the UPPER WYLYE VALLEY APRIL 2024 

7 APRIL

2nd Sunday

of Easter

14 April 

3rd  Sunday

of Easter

21 April

4th  Sunday

of Easter

25 April

28 April

5th  Sunday

of Easter

JEREMY COLTMAN 
WEALTH MANAGEMENT

If you would like a free no obligation initial review meeting, then please contact me

M:07976 398 194 E:jeremy.coltman@sjpp.co.uk www.jeremycoltmanwm.co.uk

I recognise that talking about money 

and finances is personal – sometimes 

sensitive. 

So, it’s reassuring to know that there’s

someone on hand who can help you 

address your needs, understand your 

goals, and realise your dreams.

I offer a friendly and approachable service,

backed by the strength and security of FTSE

100 company, St. James’s Place Wealth 

Management; and being local means I am 

here to help whenever you need me. 

I can help you with investments, retirement,

life assurance and estate planning. 

A RT  C H A L L E N G E

The latest contribution we have received

for the ‘Art Challenge’ is a lovely line

drawing of a chair by Anna Miller.



U S E f U L  C O N TAC T  N U M B E R S  Please telephone 840283 for any changes.

Sutton Veny
     Head : Adam Lewis 840428
     www.suttonveny.wilts.sch.uk
VILLAGE HALLS
Codford Secretary: Karungi Grant 850523
     secretary.codfordvh@gmail.com
     Facilities Manager and Bookings: 
     Mandy Capel 07748 471112
     or hiring.cvh@codfordpc.org.uk
Corton Fane Hall 
     Bookings: Tina Kerr 850373
Sutton Veny Chair: Alan Russell   840 883
     Newsletter: Richard Jackman              840899
     svvhnewsletter@gmail.com 
     Bookings: Gay Woods                     840057
     svvhbookings808@gmail.com
Upton Lovell Bookings: Ros Coombs 851277
WOOLSTORE THEATRE 
    Bookings: Angus Bramwell         01722 743459
     angus.bramwell@googlemail.com
    Codford Post Office          850345
CODFORD GARDENING CLUB
    Karen Johnstone                    850258
CODFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
    Sir William Mahon 850586 
     Sally Thomson 850339
CODFORD LADIES CIRCLE
     Jenny Hunt ``850280
PARISH WEBSITES
Team www.upperwylyevalleyteam.com
Webmaster admin@newvalleywebdesign.com
Heytesbury www.heytesburyparish.co.uk
Norton Bavant www.nortonbavant.co.uk
Sutton Veny www.suttonveny.co.uk
SPORTS CLUBS 
Badminton (Codford)
     Dominique Beagley                    850952
Cricket (Heytesbury & Sutton Veny) 
     Chair: Justin Wagstaff                    840782
     Secretary: Robert Robson
Heytesbury Football Club 
     Martyn Spratt         07790 728197
Tennis (Codford) 
     Chair: Vincie Abbott                   850239 
     Secretary: Jeremy Coltman       07976 398194
STARQUEST 
    Astronomy Club: Pete Lee        840093
SUTTON VENY FLOWER SHOW 
     www.suttonvenyflowershow.co.uk
SUTTON VENY NURSING HOME 840224
Area code 01985 unless otherwise stated. 

PARISH COUNCILS
Boyton/Corton 
     Chair: Caroline Wheatley-Hubbard 850208
Codford Chair: Tom Thornton             850560
     Clerk: Karungi Grant 850523
     karungigrant.codfordparish@yahoo.com
Heytesbury Chair: Vanessa Sturmey07847941133
     Clerk: John Cap 01985 217144
Sutton Veny Chair: Carol Morris     840140
     Clerk: Heather Parks FSLCC       07970780424
Upton Lovell Chair: Steve Boxall             851171
     Clerk: Nicola Duke 01373 864127
     clerk@uptonlovell.org.uk
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Codford and District Branch: 
     Col Nick Quarrelle 851149
HEYTESBURY, HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN 
Administrator                                        840441
DOCTORS’ SURGERY CODFORD 850298
CODFORD POST OFFICE (Budgens) 850345
HEYTESBURY POST OFFICE      840914
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
Codford Mike Davidson               850549
Corton John Rigby 850303
Heytesbury Peter Andrews                840517
Norton Bavant John Acworth                 840134
Sherrington Nigel Lewis 850496
Sutton Veny Peter Strangeways 840403
PRE-SCHOOL AND CHILDCARE GROUPS
    Codford Caterpillars 
     Kim West                    851030
     Heytesbury Hedgehogs
     Annette Pulvertaft                 840798
    Wylye Coyotes Afterschool Club 851713

     info@wylyecoyotes.com  
     or 07805 515863
PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
Codford, Wylye Valley
     Head: Robert Barnes                    850461
Heytesbury
     Head: Ms Laura Williamson       840429

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT      
    Dr Andrew Murrison MP          01225 358584
CITIZENS ADVICE 0800 144 8848
    citizensadvicewiltshire.org.uk/get-advice
NATIONAL DEBT LINE             0800 8084000
AGE UK 0300 3031234
SIMPLE ENERGY ADVICE LINE 0800 444202
CRIME STOPPERS 0808 1689111
MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS LINE 0800 953 0110
ENERGY SAVING TRUST
    energysavingtrust.org.uk
WILTSHIRE COUNCIL 0300 456 0100
customerservices@wiltshire.gov.uk for help with
council tax, financial support, welfare provision,
free school meals and childcare, help in a crisis.
WILTSHIRE UNITARY COUNCILLORS 
    Andrew Davis                                      217431
     Christopher Newbury 01373 822508
     Bill Parks                                 07484 826540
POLICE: Warminster Neighbourhood Team 
     Warminster Police Station 01722 547175
     PC 2342 Helen Daveridge
     PSCO Leigh Holcombe 9548  07901 227971
     Leigh.holcombe@wiltshire.police.uk
     WarminsterAreaCPT@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk

Community Police (non-emergency) 101

The Parish News of Upper Wylye is available on the team website, upperwylyevalleyteam.com/team/parish-news/. 
When contacting advertisers, please tell them that you read about them in The Upper Wylye Parish News.

Darren Ashley
Gardening and Handyman 

Grass cutting   Lawn laying
Orchard and riverbank mowing 

Fixing, repairing gates 
and fencing 

Hedge cutting and tree work 
Free quotations   Fully insured

no job too small

01985 300 225

07910 462 632

Stewart penny 
ServiceS

garden machinery
SaleS, Service & repairS

mayflower farm
new road
codford
Ba12 0nS
tel 07714 212806

stewartpennyservices@outlook.com


