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KnIT AnD KnATTeR

We meet at the 

Ginger piggery

every Thursday from 10.00- 12.00

We have recently presented the neonatal

unit at Salisbury hospital with small

blankets for mums and newborns. They

are extremely grateful for our

contribution and we enjoyed making

simple blankets. At the moment we are

knitting baby hats which we will also

present to the neonatal unit.

We would love to see what else

you might be knitting.

We will always welcome more

knitters or just chatters and if you would

like a lift just let me know.

Ali Tebbs 07799 418852

T H E  D I A RY

PARISH NEWS
Editor Robin Culver

robinwculver@mac.com
Chairman David Shaw 850372

danddshaw@btinternet.com

ADVERTISING AND EDITORIAL
The Parish News, which is not for profit, relies on and is
very grateful to all advertisers without whom the
magazine could not be produced. Prospective advertisers
should contact  Ralph Oxborrow (see details below).
However the Parish News does not endorse any of the
products or services advertised and takes no
responsibility for any disappointment, accident or injury,
howsoever caused, resulting from purchase or
involvement. We welcome contributions on any subject
but reserve the right to edit to fit. Opinions expressed in
material from contributors are for readers to appreciate
and are not necessarily endorsed by the editorial team.

All editorial copy should be sent to the Editor
robinwculver@mac.com by 10th of previous month.
Advertising contact Ralph Oxborrow 841078
rsoxborrow1@aol.com
Marketplace contact Katherine Venning 840283
katherine.venning@gmail.com

Printing by Footfall Direct 01225 706058
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FILMS AT THe WOOLSTORe

Wednesday 5th june

THe HOLDOVeRS (15).

Comedy/Drama

With no family and nowhere to go over the

Christmas holidays in 1970, unpopular

classics teacher paul hunham (Giamatti) is

stuck at school to supervise Angus, a

bright teenager whose bad behaviour

always threatens to get him expelled.

Joining paul and Angus is head cook Mary

(Oscar-winner randolph) - an African

American woman whose own son was

recently lost in Vietnam. These three

shipwrecked people form an unlikely

Christmas family, sharing comic misadven-

tures during two very snowy weeks in New

england.

7.30pm – Tickets £6.00 

(doors open at 7.00pm) 

Tickets available online visit the website:

http://www.thewoolstoretheatre.co.uk

or at the Theatre Box Office (open during

productions and on film nights).

In addition, we will be selling

tickets at the Codford Community Cafe at

the village hall on the second and fourth

Thursdays, 10am to 12noon.

ELTON JOHN ANYONE?

This year The Friends

of heytesbury, Knook

and Tytherington is

putting on another

great summer tribute

concert. After the

success of our Buddy

holly concert in 2022

and the tremendous

Abba concert last

year, people have

asked for elton John. 

The Absolutely

elton tribute will be

a really great evening

for all the family,

when you can sing

and dance along

to many of elton’s

greatest hits includ-

ing Crocodile rock,

Benny and the Jets,

rocket Man and many

more.  

The Friends raises money for the fabric

and property of our three ancient

churches. you may

not know that the

Church of england

does not give any

financial support to

local churches, all

money to keep the

churches open has

to be raised by

the parishioners. 

Without your

financial support our

three churches are in

danger of being

closed permanently,

so we would have

nowhere to celebrate

births, marriages,

deaths, or events like

the produce Sale. 

So why not buy

your concert tickets

now and not only

enjoy a great evening

but also support the

churches!

80th AnnIVeRSARY OF D DAY 
- SeRVICe OF COMMeMORATIOn – 

SunDAY 2nd june

This important anniversary will be com-

memorated in a special service to be held

in St peter’s Church in Codford on 2 June

2024 at 11am. Drinks will be served

afterwards, and all are welcome.

27th  28th July 2024

CELEBRATING 

MODERN CLASSICS 

& SPORTS CARS
from the 80's, 90's, 00's including a

nod to the future with the latest on

offer from the motoring scene!

Live Music & Camping onsite

STOCKTON PARK 

STOCKTON WILTSHIRE

Autoretrofestival.co.uk

TEL:01985850970
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Dear Friends,

It's quite unusual to have a full time, paid-

by-the-organisation-rather-than-the-

church, Chaplain. especially in the Charity

sector where my salary is fully fundraised

rather than council tendered. As a national

charity grounded in Christian principles,

my role fulfils one of the charity objects:

the promotion of religion. I am required to

‘manage’ a team of volunteer chaplains,

as well as get out into the services and

support staff, clients and volunteers in

their work and in their lives.

          yesterday, I arrived in work at 9am.

Following the usual routine of ‘computer

then kettle on’, I started working on a

proposal to set up a Coaching service

within the charity which I am trialling with

one of the Mental health team Managers. I

stopped work on that to head over to

Alabaré place, our largest Supported living

accommodation within Salisbury for street

homeless individuals, to meet with a

potential new Volunteer Chaplain. We

chatted with staff about their day-to-day

duties before heading over to our parent

and Baby house, where my new chaplain

was able to hear about the work they do

there with the young parents and their

babies – including meeting a new resident

and her beautiful son. 

          After dropping the chaplain back at

her car, I returned to riverside house

where I caught up with colleagues – one

wanted to talk about our new patron, rt

revd John lomas (Bishop of Swansea and

Brecon), another was checking in about a

form of words she proposed to use in some

prayers at a Church function, and the third

was our young people’s Wellbeing Manager

who wanted to ask about the implications

of taking a group of young adults

snorkelling and whether we could also

incorporate some sea-life conservation

discussions and even spirituality into the

event (I’m a Scuba instructor in my spare

time, and conservation and environmental

impact is a passion for both of us). 

          lunch was had in the communal

kitchen, where I was able to make small

talk with passers-by – which is the currency

for good relationships. Another volunteer

chaplain popped in after lunch, to check in

with me and to talk through some issues he

was having with a staff member. Nothing

major – just wanting reassurance that he

was doing the right thing (he was. All my

chaplains are ace – far better at this

chaplaincy malarky than me). By this time

it was 4.30, and I still hadn’t finished my

coaching proposal. I sat at my desk, looked

at my computer, and decided instead to

write a note to a staff member who I know

is going through a bad time at the

moment. hopefully I’ll find time to work

on that coaching paper today…

Gill Turner-Callis

THE UPPER WYLYE VALLEY TEAM            

Our vision is to be open, welcoming, growing and inclusive churches, 

living within the love of God, and sharing God's love and life with others.

upperwylyevalleyteam.com

MINISTrY LETTEr 

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF AN ALABARÉ CHAPLAIN

I would like to extend huge thanks to the

Festival Committee and front of house

volunteers and everyone who came to

support the festival and particularly our

entry ‘Gilly’s Gem’ written by Sandy

Taylor.

Studio Theatre Salisbury, pewsey Vale

Amateur Dramatic Society, Tisbury Arts

Group and Winterslow Drama Group joined

us in presenting seven plays over the three

nights. The adjudicator Mrs Sonia Woolley

gave constructive and insightful comments

on all the plays, in a most entertaining

way.

I was delighted to be asked to direct

the Woolstore entry and was blessed with

an amazingly talented cast of five actors,

Jenny Johnson, Marilyn latcham, Alice

Clarke, Deborah Gogarty and Alan Biggs,

and backstage crew Bob Johnson and Mark

Jones. We all worked hard, but really

enjoyed ourselves and it was a happy

collaboration. They made my job easy.

We knew we were up against strong

competition and our aim was to make The

Woolstore proud, entertain the audience

and have fun!

The Festival had been a regular

bi-annual event, and the last one in 2019

had no entry from The Woolstore, which

we were keen to put right.

On the last night at the presentation,

I was shocked, and thrilled when we were

awarded best play, and then Jenny

received the best actor award, which she

so deserved. What a night! C Powell

LOVING OUR NEIGHBOUR AS CHRIST LOVES US
Do you need some support? If you would like a chat,
prayers, spiritual, pastoral or  practical support and

help, please do call someone from the numbers below 

TEAM RECTOR Vacancy
upperwylyevalleyteam@gmail.com    840081

MINISTRY TEAM
Team Vicar Vacancy
Ordained Minister with Permission to Officiate
The Revd Jonathan Hiscox (day off Friday) 840966

jonathan.hiscox@btinternet.com 851250
Licensed Lay Minister
Katherine Venning LLM 840283

katherine.venning@gmail.com
CONTACTS FOR OUR CHURCHES
Boyton & Corton Susanna Maitland 851191 
Codford St Mary David Shaw 850372

07899 906371
Codford St Peter Alasdair McGregor 850073
Heytesbury Tina Sitwell 840556 
Knook Robert Pottow 850285
Norton Bavant John Acworth 840134

Edward Moore 840420 
Sherrington Richard Morris 07555425110
Sutton Veny Richard Jackman 840899

Sandy Barton 07769 781392
/841157

Tytherington Caroline Lester-Card 07787556505
Upton Lovell Andrew Cumming 850834
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS
Codford Henry Collins 850193 
Norton Bavant Didee Acworth 840134 
Heytesbury: Alison Tebbs 841192
Sutton Veny Richard Jackman 840899
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER    Kim Sutton         

suttonkimh@gmail.com
BELL RINGERS Nick Claypoole 850724
PARISH CHOIR Katherine Venning 840283

THOugHT FOr THE MONTH

“And now, Israel, what does the lord your

God ask of you but to fear the lord your

God, to walk in obedience to him, to love

him, to serve the lord your God with all

your heart and with all your soul, and to

observe the lord’s commands and decrees

that I am giving you today for your own

good?

          To the lord your God belong the

heavens, even the highest heavens, the

earth and everything in it. yet the lord set

his affection on your ancestors and loved

them, and he chose you, their descen-

dants, above all the nations—as it is today.

Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do

not be stiff-necked any longer. For the

lord your God is God of gods and lord

of lords, the great God, mighty and

awesome, who shows no partiality and

accepts no bribes. he defends the cause of

the fatherless and the widow, and loves

the foreigner residing among you, giving

them food and clothing. And you are to

love those who are foreigners, for you

yourselves were foreigners in egypt. Fear

the lord your God and serve him. 

(Deuteronomy ch 10 v12ff)   RH

THE WOOLSTORE COUNTRY THEATRE

ONE ACT PLAY FESTIVAL 2Nd – 4TH MAY 2024
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I expect many of you will have witnessed

maypole dancing, or perhaps even taken

part when you were at school.

But what is the origin of this tradition and

what does it signify? 

There is no definitive answer to this

question, but we do know that the tradi-

tion of dancing around a pole, with

garlands attached, is a spring ritual, long

known to Western europeans. It is usually

performed on May 1st (May Day), in order

to celebrate and welcome the season of

spring.

One theory is that it started in

roman Britain about two thousand years

ago, when soldiers celebrated the arrival

of spring by dancing around decorated

trees, thanking their goddess Flora. The

dance has been practised for generations

across europe and possibly dates to the

dances which ancient people used to do

around actual trees, in hope of having a

bountiful harvest. Some historians have

suggested that maypole dancing origi-

nated in Germany and travelled to Britain

as a result of invading forces.

In The British Isles, by the Middle

Ages, most villages had an annual maypole

celebration, which was typically erected

on the village green. Some historians have

suggested that the dance became part of

a fertility ritual. There is a lovely tradition

which exists in the rhineland and around

DID YOU KNOW ? The history of the Maypole Dance

Cologne, where unmarried men buy a

small birch tree from the local forester

and place it in front of the houses of their

sweethearts. The tree is decorated with

coloured paper and a red heart shape,

which the ladies discover when they wake

up on 1st May.

Some villages have a permanent

maypole all year round and these are

usually to be found on the village green or

square. The tallest maypole in the country

is in the pretty North yorkshire village of

Nun Monkton and is 88 feet high. Today,

many communities and schools participate

in Maypole dancing. Traditionally, the

dancers position themselves in pairs of

boys and girls, each holding a ribbon

which is attached to the pole. The dance

creates a multi- coloured pattern which

creeps down the pole. The dancers then

reverse their steps to undo the ribbons.

In literature, many mentions can be found

of maypole dancing. The poet, Jonathan

Swift (1667 - 1745) in his poem entitled

‘A Maypole’ describes the maypole as:

‘Deprived of root, and branch and rind, 

yet flowers I bear of every kind:

And such is my prolific power,

They bloom in less than half an hour.’

Jonathan Wansey.

JEREMY COLTMAN 
WEALTH MANAGEMENT

If you would like a free no obligation initial review meeting, then please contact me

M:07976 398 194 E:jeremy.coltman@sjpp.co.uk www.jeremycoltmanwm.co.uk

I recognise that talking about money 

and finances is personal – sometimes 

sensitive. 

So, it’s reassuring to know that there’s

someone on hand who can help you 

address your needs, understand your 

goals, and realise your dreams.

I offer a friendly and approachable service,

backed by the strength and security of FTSE

100 company, St. James’s Place Wealth 

Management; and being local means I am 

here to help whenever you need me. 

I can help you with investments, retirement,

life assurance and estate planning. 
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I had planned to start my fishing season

with two days on Ullswater during the

early days of May. 

          Unfortunately, a family funeral

meant that I had to journey North the

previous week. I tried to build a day of

fishing, with my son, around the funeral

but it was so cold that we concluded that

it was not a good idea and the day I left

to journey home we had a flurry of snow. 

          The weather here in Wiltshire has

not been conducive to good fishing either.

We have had a spell of drier weather but

with it has come a wind out of the North

or east with a real nip in it which has

made fishing difficult and I suspect fly

hatches sparse. Snow showers in April

when large soft flakes fall, often

accompany a rise in air temperature and

a hatch of fly occurs which produces a rise

of trout and good fishing. 

          This has always been the case on

some of the major salmon rivers of Scot-

land where heavy hatches of March

Browns and large Dark Olives occur in

April. The ghillies would always

discourage their fisherman from putting

down his or her salmon rod and picking up

a trout rod because this was also the time

when the salmon were most likely to take

the fly. 

          It becomes apparent as climate

change and extreme weather events

impact more and more upon our river

fishing, still waters are going to become

increasingly important. Stocked rainbows

are slightly more resilient than our native

brown trout and slightly easier to catch so

the fishing becomes more dependable.

hatches of fly were dependable and

predictable on the chalk streams but that

is no longer the case and so the willing-

ness on the part of the angler to wait for

the hatch is so much reduced. 

          The pace of life with the coming of

the motor car and all of the other devices

has increased to the point where most

anglers need rapid gratification because

they do not have the time to sit around

waiting.

          In my previous note I mentioned

Directors (committee). The piscatorial

Society, like many other clubs and

charities, has on legal advice turned itself

into a limited company in order to

protect committee members from major

liabilities. Committee members are now

Directors and our fishery manager is The

Director of Fisheries. This is particularly

important as we take on major river

restoration works, as we are on the Anton

at the present time, and which could be

charged with causing flooding.

Robin Mulholland

ANGLING NOTES When contacting advertisers please 
tell them that you read about them 

in the Parish News! !

Moth which I’m delighted to say has not

appeared this year after the treatment it

was given. I hope it stays away.

We discovered a Wisteria climbing

up one wall of the house a couple of years

ago and have trained it in the direction

we want it to go. It looks very healthy but

has not flowered yet, I do wonder if we

are pruning it incorrectly. I have just

learned that flowers are borne on the new

season’s growth, and I wonder if we have

been pruning too hard. I would love to see

it flower and find out what colour it is,

they go from white through varying

THOUGHTS FROM MY GARDEN

I’m celebrating two anniversaries this

month; one is my fiftieth wedding

anniversary and the other is three years

of writing in the parish News! robin

Culver asked me several times if I would

write about my garden and I was reluctant

at first as I was worried that I might run

out of things to say. 

however, as we all know, the

garden is ever-changing, as is the weather

and the plants we want to try - and

changes we want to make. I’ve continued

to find plenty to write about and I’m not

known for being lost for words, so I’m still

here! I thoroughly enjoy my gardening,

I can still get up off my knees and so I

prefer to wear knee pads when weeding

and planting. long may that last.

I have just spent a wonderful

weekend in Derbyshire with my grandson

walking in National Trust bluebell woods.

I never cease to marvel at how nature

puts plants together so cleverly and how

good it is that the fashion in gardening is

trying more and more to emulate a more

natural way of looking at our planting.

My own garden does look more

natural but with a few structural shrubs

for emphasis. This time last year I had Box

shades of blue.

Thank heavens that at last the

weather is warmer and certainly at night,

so I think its now safe to put out anything

that might suffer from the cold. Once it’s

all out there the garden will truly take on

its summer blush and the garden will look

full to bursting. 

The main jobs will be watering,

deadheading and regular feeding. Not

forgetting to take pleasure in sitting back

to enjoy it now and then.

It’s all systems go!

Ali Tebbs

THATCHCRAFT LIMITED
Ellis Butcher 

Master  Thatcher

Tel: 01985 877122
Mob: 07778 598851

E: ellisbutcher@live.co.uk
www.thatchcraft.co.uk
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down by a tractor to compact it as tightly

as possible. Once the clamp is full it is

covered with thick plastic and weighted

down with tyres, an arduous task and one

that needs doing as soon as possible,

often when everyone is tired and hours

of slinging dirty tyres around is not an

enjoyable job.

The silage is then stored in these

conditions to mature and then used to

feed the cattle later in the year.  

As one source of fodder is

harvested the maize ground is prepared

and ready to be drilled. Soil temperature

is particularly important when planting

maize so once again robert will be poised

with his thermometer to make sure the

soil is ready for the seed. The maize will

be harvested in September, earlier than

many years ago when it was nearer the

end of October. Variety of seed and the

need for fodder has caused this and once

again we will be at the mercy of the

contractor with his forager to cut the

crop.

As I write this the dairy herd are

still not out on grass, extremely

frustrating but the grazing ground is too

wet, but we hope it will dry quickly and

the girls can kick their heels up and enjoy

the lush green grass ‘down on the farm’.

Kit Pottow

DOWN ON THE FARM

Spring finally seems to have sprung and

before we know it summer will be here!

Before then though the fields will be a

hive of activity and despite the weather

conditions (I had to mention it) and it

feeling as if we have got halfway through

the year before any warmth and sunshine

to complete the important jobs, we are

getting somewhere.

As I write this, the mowers have

cut the first cut of silage grass (there will

be at least a further two cuts if not more

in the next few weeks) and the tractors

and trailers are covering the ground

quickly picking up heaps of grass on a

glorious sunny day, this blast of sunshine

will be good for the grass.

We use our own mower and for

many years had our own forager to collect

the grass but these days it is more

economical for us to have a contractor

come in to pick up. Their machinery is

bigger and up to date and makes the job

quicker. The only downfall is where you

are in the queue of the contractors’

clients, if the sun is shining every

farmer who has silage to mow and collect

needs their contractor with them asap!

Contractors work extremely long hours to

endeavour to please all.

Once collected in the trailers, it is

loaded into the silage clamps and pushed

Gloriousfood.uk

Glorious Food
Home-made food for 

all occasions 
Dinners, lunches, funeral teas  

Canapé parties  
Please email or ring if you’d like 
to discuss a forthcoming event  

Melanie Lee  
07790 082162 

melcooking@hotmail.com
find me on Instagram - melsgloriousfood

Darren Ashley
Gardening and Handyman 

Grass cutting   Lawn laying
Orchard and riverbank mowing 

Fixing, repairing gates 
and fencing 

Hedge cutting and tree work 
Free quotations   Fully insured

no job too small

01985 300 225
07910 462 632

Housekeeper required
Upper Wylye Valley.

Hours by negotiation.

Ring 01985 850450.

07825 812955 or 220247

THE HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY

Charity No: 200669

THIS ALMSHOUSE

CONTINUE TO PROVIDE

ACCOMMODATION FOR THOSE IN NEED 

IN EITHER SINGLE AND DOUBLE BEDROOM

FLATS OR BUNGALOWS. 

Please contact the Administrator, Paul Budd,

on 01985 840441 

or EMAIL: stjohnshospital2018@outlook.com

for further information 

and to arrange an informal visit. 

More information can be found on our 

website at: www.st-johns-hospital.org.



Well, after the winter we have had we de-

serve a good summer and one like people

apparently used to have in the ‘olden

days’. They were long and warm with lots

of loafing about and kipping in the sun –

sounds a lot like a dog’s life.

To enjoy such languid times, you

have to be either fit and well or unfit

enough not to have to work and, in our

family, we favour the former of course.

That means keeping up with the NhS’s

invitations to attend vaccination clinics

and in my case the vet’s summons for the

‘annual booster’.

I went for mine, arriving on time

and growling at the vet in a mock-threat-

ening way to discourage any discourteous

handling like having my temperature

taken and was in and out in about ten

minutes. Surprisingly, I wasn’t offered a

biscuit, which the Guvnor put down to my

cavalier behaviour, but at least I was clear

for the next twelve months.

The Guvnor’s jabs have become a palaver.

They don’t take any longer than mine, but

they always seem to create a drama of

some sort. At the end of April, it was time

for his annual Covid jab and we spent the

previous week re-running last year’s

episode. That session was held at the

Michael herbert hall in Wilton, and all
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went well until, at the end of the

15-minute r&r (time out) taken to ensure

no adverse reactions, he was allowed out.

There was a very nice woman on duty

outside the back door who asked him how

it had gone. he could have just said,

“Fine, thank you,” but this is my Guvnor

we are talking about who has to overdo it

by replying, “Marvellous; I am now totally

invincible, unassailable by any nasty

virus-thingy, and I now have a large ‘S’

tattooed on my chest underneath my

shirt. I’m going to live for ever.” “Very

good,” she said kindly; “It’s a busy road

so do be careful leaving the carpark.”

It was a bit like that here. parking

is difficult at the jab centre in the village

so we walked, and he tethered me to the

wall on arrival. All done without incident

in about two minutes, we started off

home but he spotted a man doing a

14-point turn in the road which already

had cars double parked in it. Instead of

passing by on the other side, the Guvnor

felt moved to offer help and almost lost

his life as the driver’s foot slipped off the

clutch in anxiety.

There is a moral to this tale; if you

aren’t a Samaritan, mind your own

business.

TURBO’S DOG BLOG FOR SUMMER

Who waits with patience for the hymns?

The Organist

Anticipates the preacher’s whims?

The Organist.

Who is available to play

For weddings, funerals and Christmas Day

And often goes without his pay?

The Organist.

Before you either grouse or blame

The Organist

Decide if you could do the same, as

The Organist

Amazing grace to him/her is given,

And after he/she has nobly striven,

ODE TO THE ORGANIST

A Hidden Gem…poem seen in the organ

loft in St Michael’s Church, Mere, not

visible to the congregation.

Who comes to church in rain or snow?

The Organist.

Who plays too fast, or plays too slow?

The Organist.

Who pushes stops in or pulls them out?

The Organist.

plays softly when we want to shout

And yet we cannot do without?

The Organist.

There is a special place in heaven, for

The Organist.

Seen displayed in the organ loft at St

Michael’s Church, Mere, 

permission to use given by paula

loxton administrator at St Michael’s

Church, Mere.

Thanks to emma Crisp for contributing.

Do you know of a hidden gem

somewhere in our villages, please feel

free to share?

Editor

Did you know?

The Family Counselling Trust provides 

low-cost counselling to children and 

young people(4- 18 yrs)

and their families in

Wiltshire. We must

fundraise for every

penny we spend. 

So if you are entering

a funrun, swimathon, bake sale,    

or any other fundraising initiative,

please think of funding us. 

Any fundraising ideas and

support are welcome. 

Our website gives all the

information you may need

at https://www.family 

counselling trust.org

Or email me, 

Stephanie Stevens,   

chair-wiltshire@

familycounselling trust.org.  

Puppy & Dog Training Classes, 

Behaviour Consultations, Dog

Walking, Dog Sitting & Day Care

Please contact Celia Callan BSc

(Hons) Dip CABC

Tel: 01985 248277      

Mob: 07806779749

abcdogtrainingschool@gmail.com
https://www.abcdogtrainingschool.co.uk

www.doggietraining.co.uk

Professional,
Qualified & Insured Tutor



Anzac Day commemorates the men of the

Australia and New Zealand Army Corps’

deployment to the Gallipoli peninsular

in southwest Turkey in 1915. At 0400

hours Corps from Britain, France, and

Australia/New Zealand would land from

longboats at Suvla Bay but a strong wind

and adverse tides forced them ashore

before steep cliffs and well-defended

Turkish positions.

Despite terrible losses the ANZACS,

with outstanding courage, established a

bridgehead and forced the Turks to

retreat. Fighting continued for nine

months during which time some 214,000

allied casualties were taken.

LOCAL ANZAC COMMEMORATIONS   History and Tradition of 25th April

here in the Wylye Valley, No 1

Australian Field hospital was established

in Sutton Veny in 1916 and in the same

year No 3 New Zealand General hospital

was set up in ‘the punchbowl’ in Codford.

There are 144 Australian graves in the

churchyard of St John’s in Sutton Veny and

31 in St Mary’s in Codford - with a further

66 New Zealanders buried there. Both

villages commemorate ANZAC Day annu-

ally with dignity and devotion.

Sutton Veny held a memorable

service on 21st April, the nearest Sunday

to ANZAC Day; the church was filled with

representatives from participant countries

and the Commonwealth War Graves

Commission who maintain the cemeteries,

together with residents who tend the

graves locally. Wreaths were laid at the

Cross of Sacrifice and the church bell

tolled 144 times in tribute; the last post

and reveille concluded this personal and

moving act of homage.

Codford St Mary hosted a similar

service led by the rBl and parish Council

but theirs was held in the Cemetery and

at 0630 on the 25th to mark the ‘dawn’

deployment of 1915. The pipe Major from

19 regiment royal Artillery played a

lament and the hymn ‘Abide with me’ was

accompanied by Dian Bartlett from

Amesbury on the cornet. The traditional

‘Gunfire’ breakfast, organised by local

people, in the Village hall followed at

7 am.

Personal Recollections and Highlights

What made 2024 special for me?

• Three comments selected from our

Visitors’ Books: From Australia: ‘Thank you

for caring for our boys’; from New

Zealand: ‘A beautifully tended cemetery

as befits these heroes’ and poignantly:

‘So far from home, so cared for, never for-

gotten.’

• A serving British Army officer, born in

Australia and living in Wiltshire, who did

not know we did this; he does now, and

will come again.

• A Company of NZ soldiers on exchange

training who joined more than 60 local

people in Codford.

• hugo, aged 7, whose little posy of

rosemary was laid alongside the wreaths.

• John and Jan who live on a smallholding

near Fisherton, who looked up from their

breakfast at the 1914-1919 map and

realised for the first time that the bits of

concrete and other metallic pieces of

‘detritus’ they come across daily are the

remnants of a 1st World War NZ Camp.

• The importance of the annual July

cleaning of the Australian badge carved

into the lamb Down hillside in Codford.

Lest we forget.

DS
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Stewart penny 
ServiceS

garden machinery
SaleS, Service & repairS

mayflower farm
new road
codford
Ba12 0nS
tel 07714 212806

stewartpennyservices@outlook.com

KTV Systems
TV aerials, satellite TV and 

CCTV installations and repairs.

info@ktvsystems.co.uk

07825 812955 or 220247



B O O K  R E V I E W S

they are both in service in Teignmouth in

1916. 

They have a baby, Charles, but

laura's husband who has served in the

Great War returns home from the trenches

a damaged man, ill with the tuberculosis

that will soon leave her a widow. 

In a small, class-obsessed town she

raises her boy alone, working as a

laundress, and gradually becomes aware

that he is has the qualities of a genius.

Causley was a very private young

man, but with the start of the Second

World War he signs up for the navy with

the new rank of coder. his escape from the

tight, gossipy confines of launceston to

the colour and violence of war sees him

blossom and develop, he experiences not

only the possibility of death, but the

constant danger of a love that is as

clandestine as his work.

Mother's Boy is the story of a man

who is among, yet apart from his fellows,

BOOK ReVIeW FOR CHILDRen

THe TeAR THIeF

by Carol Ann Duffy (Author), 

nicoletta Ceccoli (Illustrator)

A book suitable for children aged 4 – 9.

This is a beautifully illustrated book which

has an important message. The Tear Thief

is invisible; she can be seen but you will

have to read the book to find out. We know

that children cry and as a result the Tear

Thief collects tears from children between

supper time and bedtime. 

She is a ghostly character who

moves moves through the night, carrying

her waterproof, silvery sack over her

shoulder silently.

What does the The Tear Thief look

like, read the book to find out. Why does

she collect tears? Once again you will need

to read the book to find out.

I must admit I enjoyed my grandson

reading this story to me, it brought back

many memories of bedtime, bath time and

pets. Name supplied

BOOK ReVIeW FOR ADuLTS

MOTHeR’S BOY by Patrick Gale

This story by patrick Gale is a tender vivid

novel retelling the life of the poet Charles

Causley, the son of laura, an impoverished

Cornish girl, who meets her husband when

in thrall to, yet at a distance from his own

mother; a man being shaped for a long,

remarkable and revered life spent hiding

in plain sight. But it is equally the story of

the dauntless mother who will continue to

shield him long after the dangers of war

are past.

I recommend this novel without

hesitation. 

Name supplied
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V I L L AG E  N E W S

SHeRRInGTOn

Written in early May and all is green, trees

are magnificent in new foliage, horse

chestnut displays its handsome candles,

and the beech is a flutter of silken

banners. hedgerows thicken with leaves,

and we have a glory of hawthorn.

For me the epitome of summer is

swaying banks of hedge parsley, each flow-

erhead a mass of tint flower with miniscule

petals. Bluebells have been suited by damp

weather, the rich carpet spreading under

vivid new beech leaves, always an annual

wonder. Cowslips too seem to benefit from

wet weather as I have never seen so many

– and along the track above the village

they have multiplied.

The other afternoon, time dictating

a shorter walk, Tyto and I went down the

river path towards Codford and were richly

rewarded. The view over the meadow to

the left and up to the Great ridge on the

right is always a joy and on this afternoon

the swallows were there, darting over the

trees hawking for insects. perhaps they

were passing through on their way up

country but in any event, I hope their

summer is good, nest sites available and

plenty of food. Another pleasure that

afternoon was a song thrush, fluid notes

tossed down from a treetop somewhere.

No cuckoo, but I will hear one in the Great

ridge just like last year.

In the churchyard the pale faces of

primroses give way to the enamelled smile

of buttercups and we look forward to

orchids in a week or two.

The male swan has seen off the

pair of Canada Geese that has been

lingering hopefully. We have actually been

spared the inevitable sight of goslings

being attacked by the territorial swan. The

female is now well settled on her eggs.

Wolf rock, Bell rock, eddystone,

just three of the lighthouses erected

around our coast in the nineteenth

century, overcoming unforgiving and

vicious seas. Amazing then that in 2024 a

footbridge over the Wylye seems to be

such a challenge. BL

Simple PC Help.
Technology problems, fixed

• Apple & PC computer support
• Tablet & Smart phone training
• Printers & Internet issues fixed
• Protect your identity online
• One-to-One training
• Smart device set up
• Competitive hardware repairs

01985 330073 & 07979 252573

info@simplepchelp.co.uk
www.simplepchelp.co.uk

Local Domiciliary Care Agency

Offer a bespoke care service for your

loved ones to support with living at

home.

Also looking to recruit dynamic carers 

to join our friendly team.

Contact 01985 850124 or email

info@caronscareline.co.uk

HeYTeSBuRY CHuRCHYARD

The churchyard in heytesbury is smartly

maintained by a generous team of

volunteers. passing through, their work

should be admired, and we thank them.

Of course, other helpers are most

welcome!

WHY THe CeRne GIAnT?

Why did we have a piece on the Cerne

Giant in our parish News I have been

asked?

Although the Cerne Giant resides

over 40 miles (and hour’s drive) away,

many of his secrets were unravelled here

in the Upper Wylye Valley and in a

scientific archaeological laboratory and

office in Codford! Much of the archaeo-

logical science (analysis of soil samples),

research, reading learned papers and

books, and writing the new book was done

here, so in that way the new results of the

site in Dorset, emulated here from

the Upper Wylye valley in Wiltshire, in

Codford. That’s why the new findings

about the Cerne Giant might be relevant

to us in the Wylye Valley.

perhaps you are Interested to know

more about the Giant? What have we

found out? That there was more than one

Giant (how many more?), who, how, when

and why he’s there, or how we did this?

The Codford historical Society is your first

port of call! 

• A Guided Walk: The Society is

offering a guided walk of the Giant on 8th

June led by Mike Allen (places limited

Society members get priority)

• The new book A date with the Two

Cerne Giants edited by Mike will be

available direct from Mike at a discount

price (£19) from the Society event at the

Woolstore Theatre on 17th September

(join the Codford history Society or watch

this space for more news). pre-book your

copy

• Woolstore Theatre fascinating

lecture on the new research and findings;

your opportunity to ask how we did that

and what we found: 17th September 

More information from Codford

history Society, and information and

tickets from the Woolstore Theatre in due

course. Detail in the parish News later in

the year. Mike Allen



                               Heytesbury                              9.30am           Sunday Worship

                               Sutton Veny                             9.30am           Parish Communion choir

                               Codford St Peter                    11.00am           D-Day commemoration

                               Upton Lovell                            6.00pm           Evensong (BCP)

                                                                                                      

                               Tytherington                            8.00am           Holy Communion (BCP)

                               Sutton Veny Hall                      9.30/10.00      Café Church

                               Upton Lovell                            9.30am           Parish Communion choir

                               Heytesbury                            11.00am           Matins

                               Codford St Mary                      6.00pm           Evensong (BCP)

                                                                                                      

                               Boyton                                     8.00am           Holy Communion (BCP)

                               Codford St Peter                      9.30am           Parish Communion choir

                               Norton Bavant                      11.00am           Sunday Worship

                                                                                                      

                               Sutton Veny                             8.00am           Holy Communion (BCP)

                               Codford St Mary                    11.00am           Pet Service

                               Knook                                   11.00am           Parish Communion choir

                               Heytesbury                              6.00pm           Evensong (BCP)

                                                                                                      

                               Boyton                                   10.00am           Parish Communion choir

                                                                                                      TEAM SERVICE

2 JUNE

First Sunday

after Trinity

9 June 

2nd Sunday 

after Trinity

16 June

3rd Sunday

after Trinity

23 June 

4th Sunday

after Trinity

30 June

5th Sunday

after Trinity
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OLD FRIenDS ReMeMBeReD

Our sympathy and love go to all those
who mourn the passing of 

Marie Lawrence of heytesbury
jenny Hinings of Sutton Veny

Tim Williams of Knook
Helen Bull of Codford

Helen Belchamber of Codford

May they rest in the peace 
and light of Christ

Please contact the Ministry Team to make

arrangements for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals,

Confirmation preparation or Service of Prayer 

and Dedication after a Civil Marriage. The clergy

will officiate at any crematorium service.

HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY

General Manager Paul Budd 

01985 840441

ST GEORGE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

31 Boreham Road, Warminster  BA12 9JP

PARISH PRIEST

Fr Martin Queenan

01985 212329

WInCHeSTeR CATHeDRAL CRYPT

“This beautiful photo of the crypt in

Winchester Cathedral was sent in by

laura Johnson. The photograph is beauti-

fully taken creating a superb haunting

atmosphere. The sculpture is by Sir

Anthony Gormley, and is entitled “Sound

II” and anyone who knows anything about

Gormley will know he uses his own body

to cast the distinctive sculpture in plaster,

which then has sheets of lead around it,

soldered at several joints, the final result

is a smooth and broken finish which

appears to be glowing. This sculpture has

been in the cathedral since the late

1980’s.

This particular installation was

part of an effort to introduce contempo-

rary art into the Gothic Masterpiece .

Gormley and other artists Barbara

hepworth and Cecil Collins donated work

to the diocese, providing it with an

unexpected backdrop.

Sound II looks somewhat like a

sentry beneath the 1000 year old

cathedral and as the crypt regularly

floods it is often knee deep in water.”

07931 766553

PrAYEr grOuP
We pray daily. 

If you have any prayer requests,

please call Anne 

on 07432 205229

Wylye Valley Personal Trainer
Your Local PT That Comes To You!

Quality Home Fitness Training Guaranteed!

Servicing:
Boyton, Codford, Corton, Heytesbury, Knook, 

Norton Bavant, Sherrington, Stockton, 
Sutton Veny, The Langfords, Tytherington, 

Upton Lovell, Wylye

Mob: 07876461603

Email: steve@aimbodyfitness.com
www.aimbodyfitness.com

www.mindthepaws.com
Online Pet Boutique offering free click and

collect from Tytherington BA12 7AA

Natural Treats
Health Supplements

Toys
Pet Bowls and Accessories

Gifts for pet lovers 
and much more

Use HELLO10 at the checkout
for 10% off your first order of £10 or more.

hello@mindthepaws.com 07836 234053



The Parish News of Upper Wylye is available on the team website, upperwylyevalleyteam.com/team/parish-news/. 
When contacting advertisers, please tell them that you read about them in The Upper Wylye Parish News.

WINDOW CLEANING, gutters, fascias
Clearer Windows 07922 575690
    richnurdin@gmail.com 

POST OFFICE, HEYTESBURY               840914
POST OFFICE, CODFORD 850345
PUBS, †RESTAURANTS and ‡ B&B
Codford Tea Rooms                  851095
     breakfast, lunch, afternoon tea,
     Sunday roasts. Open daily from 10.30
Hillside Café† Codford
    Restaurant and take-away                850712
The Red Lion @ Heytesbury†‡ 840333
     Home cooked food, garden, family friendly
Ginny’s Cafe, Boyton 850381
    ginnysboyton@gmail.com
     Open daily 10-2pm

HEALTH AND WELLBEING
Wylye Valley Personal Trainer (see p.9)
     steve@aimbodyfitness.com      07876461603
Traditional Chinese Acupuncture 
     Vaiva Minceviciute         07853 663979
     info@dynamicequilibrium.org.uk  
Fitness Pilates Rosie Poolman 211431

   Codford Village Hall Tues 5.00/Wed 9.30
     Zumba  Rosie Poolman         07760 496291
     Civic Centre,Warminster Wednesday 6.00
     Zumba Gold at Civic Centre  Friday 10am
     rosiepoolman@talktalk.net  

WYLYE VALLEY VOICES
     Codford Village Hall  Wednesday 1.30 
     Andrew Forbes-Lane 07774 731918
     andrewforbeslane@gmail.com

BESPOKE KITCHENS
Braddell’s Artisan Furniture Makers
     in Warminister         07539 558761
     Facebook : Braddell’s Bespoke Design 
ELECTRICIANS 
Pears Electrical Ltd     07717534026  213314
     Nigel: pearselec@icloud.com
Spire Electrical 07733104993
GENERAL BUILDERS  AND JOINERS  
Mike Turner Construction      07779859875
     www. miketurnerconstruction.com
PAINTING AND DECORATING
James Ashley 07595 948840 840521

Qualified painter and decorator
27 Westlands, Heytesbury

PLASTERING
Lee Hadfield 07765 945722 300403 
     30 yrs of experience 
     johnhadfield58@gmail.com
PLUMBING
Hhp (see p.8) 840891
Codford Builders Ltd Stefan 217394
    Bathrooms and heating

WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT
Stephen Oxlade  07801 090335
    admin@newvalleywebdesign.com

CAR SERVICING & MAINTENANCE 
Auto Services, Pete Jenkins 
     Carsons Yd, East St, Warminster 215749
C&C Servicing and Repair. MOTs
    Woodcock Road 07867 384766 / 217407

Area code 01985 unless otherwise stated

FINANCIAL ADVICE 
Jeremy Coltman Wealth Management 

   (see p.4) 07976 398194
ANTIQUES, CODFORD
Dave Alder at Tina’s 850828
    Open Mons, Tues & Sat. 9.30 am – 5 pm

PET SHOP
Baber Animal Feeds
     Farm, equine, poultry, fur, feather, fin
     13 Weymouth Street, Warminster      219 602
CATTERY, CATS WHISKERS
Weston Nurseries, Corton                850504

FARM SHOP, CROCKERTON
For award-winning ciders and much more

Wylye Valley Vineyard 211337
    wylyevalleyvineyard@gmail.com
FIREWOOD, seasoned logs for sale
    Jerry Poolman     07966 272960
   ashdownfarmllp@hotmail.co.uk

TREE and GARDEN SERVICES
Peter Longbourne (see p.8}                 840171
Rod Ford (Codford) 851134
     Basic garden maintenance 
Chris Roberts (see p.10) 01722 716736
Horizon Tree and Hedge Care (see p.10)

07931 766553

Darren Ashley (see p.6) 07910 462 632 
or 300225

PROPERTY and GARDEN maintenance
Warminster Fencing Ltd 217775
    sales@warminsterfencing.co.uk

M A R K E T  P L A C E
Would you like to advertise with us? Contact katherine.venning@gmail.com

E.G. MARTIN LTD
WESTBURY (01373)

822784 / 864676

ClOUDS..CIrrUS AND CUMUlUS

The wide skies of Wiltshire are a wonder-

ful place to see various clouds. Although

the photograph I’ve included was taken in

the Baltic Sea. It shows mainly cirrus

clouds, the highest ones, made of ice

crystals. They are wispy and sometimes

called mare’s tails. Cirrus clouds are often

a sign that rain is on its way in a few days,

the beginning of a change in the weather.

The other clouds in the photograph

are cumulus, also known as fair weather

clouds. They have flat bases and

AN ART CHALLENGE

cauliflower shaped tops. When painting

them in watercolour, it is usual to put

down a blue wash for the sky, remove the

cloud areas with tissue, then darken the

base and other parts of the cloud with a

grey, to show its rounded shape.  Cumulus

clouds are usually bright white on the top

but shaded underneath.

Dramatic skies are a favourite

theme for many artists and photogra-

phers. If you have any examples, please

send them in for the editor.

AR


