
Parish News
O F  T H e  U p p e r  W y L y e  V A L L e y

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 4  

Serving the villages of Boyton, Codford, Corton, Heytesbury, Knook, Norton Bavant, Sherrington, 

Sutton Veny, Tytherington and Upton Lovell since 1979, and delivered free to 1400 homes. 

Inside

Films at the Woolstore 
page 2

Down on the Farm
page 4

Did you know?
page 6

Cook with care 
page 8

A photograhic challenge
page 12

When summer’s end is nighing…
The ear too fondly listens   

For summer’s parting sighs by AE Hausman

‘... who stole my chips?’



forecasts of future ones, this is the

finebalance of the essential versus a

deluge we have been seeking and I hope

encourages those who are missing the

AG News and mitigates any concerns of

those who feared it might take up a

disproportionate share of available copy.

Out of any necessity comes

invention  and I am glad to report progress

on the  creation of a Codford Community

website. The plan is to ‘soft launch’ it in

September, receive feedback, and then

fully launch from October. With Village

News space in the parish News this combi-

nation should, everyone hopes, fill the gap

left by the demise of the AG News.

David Shaw; Chairman

FILMS AT THE WOOLSTORE

Wednesday 4th September

THE FALL GUY (12A)        

Action/Comedy/Romance

7.30pm – Tickets £6.00 

(doors open at 7.00pm) 

Colt Seavers (ryan Gosling) is a stuntman,

and like everyone in the stunt community,

he gets blown up, shot, crashed, thrown

through windows and dropped from the

highest of heights, all for our entertain-

ment. And now, fresh off an almost

career-ending accident, this down-on-his-

luck hero has to track down a missing

movie star, solve a conspiracy and try to

win back the love of his life (emily Blunt)

while still doing his day job. What could

possibly go right?

Tickets available online through

http://www.thewoolstoretheatre.co.uk or

at the Theatre Box Office (open during

productions and on film nights) and

Codford Community Café on the 2nd and

4th Thursday of the month.

T H E  D I A RY

PARISH NEWS
Editor Robin Culver

robinwculver@mac.com
Chairman David Shaw 850372
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ADVERTISING AND EDITORIAL
The Parish News, which is not for profit, relies on and is
very grateful to all advertisers without whom the
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should contact  Ralph Oxborrow (see details below).
However the Parish News does not endorse any of the
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In the Summer edition I indicated the

parish News’ determination to help

integrate the best of the AG News into the

parish News, while maintaining the latter’s

requirement to serve all ten villages of the

Upper Wylye Valley. We have made a

positive start thanks in no small part to

Sarah Dorrington who is the new focus

for AG-type news, and I point readers to

page 9 for a most useful summary in cal-

endar form of current and future activities

in the eastern end of the benefice. 

Together with some snippets of

news, both reports of past events and 

CODFORD
COMMUNITY CAFE REPORT

Over the last year the Codford Community

Cafe has gone from strength to strength.

Many of the customers, who now average

35 weekly, pop in every Thursday morning

to meet friends and make new ones, over

a cup of coffee or tea and a selection of

delicious home-made cakes or savouries.

We also welcome passers-by and people

from other villages after they have been

to a doctor's appointment or the hearing

aid clinic (every 2nd Thursday in the

Village Hall). Woolstore Theatre tickets

are also on sale at the Cafe every 2nd and

4th Thursday of the month, and this

attracts more customers.

I would like to thank the large

team of volunteers who give of their time

to run the Cafe; welcoming the customers,

serving the refreshments with a smile,

washing up, baking large quantities of

cakes and savouries, and providing the

flowers for the tables. Although we only

charge £2 per head and children under 5

go free, we have donated just over £3,000

in the last year to local causes including

Codford Village Hall, Stars Appeal,

Macmillan Cancer, Wessex MS Therapy

Centre, Julia’s House, Great Bustard

Group, Wiltshire Air Ambulance, Codford

Tennis Club and The Woolstore Theatre. 

Codford Community Cafe runs every

Thursday from 9-11.30am at 

Codford Everyone is very welcome.

If you would like to join the team 

of volunteers to help in any way, 

please ring me. 

Tiggy Thornton 07891 240803.

Donated raffle prizes and cakes
always welcome

UPDATE ON THE INTEGRATION OF (SOME OF) 
THE OLD ASHTON GIFFORD NEWS



In AD313, 280 years after our Lord’s

Ascension, the edict of Milan made

Christianity the official religion of the

roman empire. God chose to come to

earth at a time when the influence of the

roman empire had transformed the life of

the known world.

LANGUAGE

We read in the Acts of the Apostles that

the first converts heard the Gospel

message in their own language. Beyond

that, the early Church benefited from

the international use of Greek, which was

the most understood of the languages of

the roman empire, with Latin used for

imperial administration, legislation and

the work of the military. The use of Greek

enabled people from different nations

to intermingle in a way not heard of

previously.

          For the Church, that meant that its

message of God’s love could spread more

effectively because most people could

hear and understand what was being said,

fulfilling our Lord Jesus’ command “to

make disciples of all nations”.

          However, opponents of the early

Church could also use this shared language

and stir up trouble for Christians, as St paul

found during his visit to Lystra and Derbe

when Jews from Antioch and Iconium

encouraged violence against him.

ROMAN ROADS

In the epistles of paul we can see how the

Christian message had spread far and wide

in a very short space of time. 

          Galatia, phillipi, Colossae, the titles

of letters in the New Testament, are not

just down the road from Jerusalem, but

approximately 600, 900 and 750 miles

away. These places were important

centres, and philippi was a place where

major roads met, and was of strategic

importance, as it commanded the highway

between europe and Asia. 

          The roman road-building program

was tied in with society’s practical need

for security and enabled roman legions

to travel quickly to any flash points of

possible war and civil uprising. In

patrolling them, the roman Authorities

kept those of a criminal mind in check;

those who were bent on causing trouble

for the early Church could also travel. 

SOCIETY

Churches were quickly founded where the

romans had established settlements.

These were run along the lines of rome

itself, often colonized by parties of 300

veteran soldiers who had been granted

roman citizenship as a reward for their

military service, and who, together with

their wives and families, adopted the

customs, language and ceremonies of

rome itself. There was a certain amount

of religious tolerance, but citizens were

expected to offer sacrifice to the roman

emperor, who was regarded as a son of the

gods, rather than a human being.

          Some of these places would have a

sizable Jewish population as well as sects

such as the Gnostics, who would become

major opponents of the Christian Church.

Greek religions proclaimed that one could

do what one liked with earthly bodies

which encouraged lax moral living. Jewish

opposition, in its simplest form, was that

God’s gifts were solely for the Jews and

not for anyone else, for the Jewish nation

was the one created, blessed by, and saved

by God, Gentiles having no place in His

plan of salvation.

          The doctrine of the early Church,

which we follow today, was that Christ

died to save the whole person, no matter

what their nationality. The body is Christ’s,

and the message of love and salvation can

be experienced both as a witness to, and

expression of, love for God.

          Marriage had a formal ceremony

with a written, personal agreement, but it

was not legally binding. Divorce, in most

cases, could be declared in front of seven

witnesses unless the divorce was granted

on grounds of the wife’s adultery by a

special roman court which, incidentally,

did not recognise adultery by a husband.

Juvenal, recorded examples of the failure

of marriage, including one woman as

having 8 husbands in 5 years. 

          Children were in a different

position in roman Society. A father had

absolute power over them and could sell

them as slaves, make them work in his

fields and punish them, even putting

them to death, without fear of legal

repercussions. The custom of child expo-

sure often meant that baby girls were left

to die, or be picked up by those who would

raise them to be sold as slaves.

          Slavery was prolific, and slaves

could be killed without reason and without

legal comeback. Slaves had no legal rights

and, if two slaves cohabited and had a

child, that child was automatically their

master’s property.

          Many in the early Church were from

groups oppressed by roman Society. God’s

love gave these people a standing and ac-

ceptance that they could find nowhere

else in society, which was important in the

spread of Christianity.

          Society today is very different yet

the equality which enabled Tertullian to

quote non-Christians as declaring “See how

these Christians love one other” reminds

us of the important task for the Church to

give a place to everyone – where the

unloved can be loved, the lonely find

company and every Christian can be

supported and empowered to carry out the

command of our Lord Jesus Christ, who

said: “make disciples of all nations, bap-

tising them…and teaching them to follow

everything that I have commanded you.”

Jonathan Hiscox

ThoughT foR ThE MoNTh

To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus

said, ‘If you hold to my teaching, you are

really my disciples. Then you will know the

truth, and the truth will set you free.’

They answered him, ‘We are Abraham’s

descendants and have never been slaves of

anyone. How can you say that we shall be

set free?’

Jesus replied, ‘Very truly I tell you, every-

one who sins is a slave to sin.  Now a slave

has no permanent place in the family, but

a son belongs to it for ever. So if the Son

sets you free, you will be free indeed.

John's Good News chapter 8 v31ff RH

hoME CoMMuNIoN

We know that some people find it difficult

to come to a Communion service in church

because of ill health or mobility problems.

If you would like to receive communion at

home, please contact

Simon, our parish Administrator 

upperwylyevalleyteam@gmail.com, 

or

Katherine Venning 01985 840283
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THE UPPER WYLYE VALLEY TEAM            

Our vision is to be open, welcoming, growing and inclusive churches, 

living within the love of God, and sharing God's love and life with others.

upperwylyevalleyteam.com

MINISTRY LETTER 
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The rape harvest has taken place and

was in fact better than expected so

despite robert’s concerns about growing

it for  another year and then wet, cold

conditions the crop came good. We are

here waiting to fire up the combines and

start on the wheat and barley any

moment.

          Three cuts of silage grass

completed so far, some for the

clamp (big storage area) the rest

in wrapped bales ready for storage

and use in the winter. Turnips

planted in preparation for cattle

to graze on by early September,

grazing ground is regularly topped

so the cows can graze the fields

for longer before the weather

really changes and the grass slows

down and the fields become too

wet to put the cattle on.

          We endeavour to welcome

as many visitors as possible onto

the farm, precautions must

be taken to avoid any cross

contamination, so foot dips are

everywhere, and visitors asked to

dip their footwear before entering

the farm.  

          I volunteer at a local children’s

camp every year. The Wylye Valley

Disabled Children’s Charity was set up

over 50 years ago by Bill and Joan puddy,

to provide a riding and activity camp for

children with disabilities. It is with great

pride that the charity continues stronger

than ever and still run by the puddy

family. It is hard to describe just how

special an environment it is, and the

support network is huge and made up of

a very versatile and diverse group of

people who in many ways their lives

wouldn’t cross if it wasn’t for this one

week a year spent in a field.

          This year some of the children

were particularly enthusiastic about

farming so it would have been wrong not

DoWn on THE FARM 

to have given them the opportunity to

visit the farm, spend time with the cows,

and investigate the machinery.

          A few of the helpers were equally

as intrigued and for some it was an

environment that took them out of their

comfort zone ethically, so the trip

became an opportunity for everyone to

learn so much and have a little more

understanding of how important

our lifestyle is to us and in

particular the welfare of our

animals. As one chap said, “I had

absolutely no appreciation of the

science and knowledge needed

and if I were a cow I would love

to live here”.

The children loved the

interaction with the cows and for

those in wheelchairs the calves

were brought to them so they

could have a cuddle and chat and

see how friendly these creatures

are. A trip in a tractor was com-

pulsory and again the shock at

the technology was eye opening

for the older children and adults.

The farming chat went on for

days and for us that is what being a part

of a community is, being there to give

others that are interested the opportunity

to spend time ‘down on the farm’.

Kit Pottow

Gloriousfood.uk

Glorious Food
Home-made food for 

all occasions 
Dinners, lunches, funeral teas  

Canapé parties  
Please email or ring if you’d like 
to discuss a forthcoming event  

Melanie Lee  
07790 082162 

melcooking@hotmail.com
find me on Instagram - melsgloriousfood
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We have also visited several

gardens open to the public through the

Gardening Club and the NGS scheme,

some grand with many rooms, and some

more compact; again, it is interesting to

see how plants are put together and to

make notes about plants I like, even if I

don’t have room for them! 

We have also visited Wisley, one of

my favourite gardens, although getting

through the traffic and negotiating the

improvements to the junction with the

M25 is a real challenge. I suppose it will

be finished one day! We used to live near

epsom, so for us it’s a great way to meet

up with friends as well as being in beauti-

ful surroundings. 

There is currently a new tall

mound which was covered in different

lavenders in full bloom when we were

there, and from the top you can see so

much of the gardens, surrounded by the

lovely scent of lavender.

Back in my own garden, I have not

done a huge amount recently as it’s been

THoUGHTS FRoM MY GARDEn

It has been a privilege, and sometimes a

little nerve wracking, to be responsible

for watering friends’ gardens while they

are away on holiday. Inevitably it involves

a bit of dead-heading and picking

produce, which we take to the Church

produce Sale on a Saturday morning.

Nerve wracking because I have been given

the responsibility of looking after a

beautiful orchid which I have put on my

kitchen windowsill together with my own

two orchids. The one I am looking after is

very different, but they do seem to like

being on the kitchen windowsill. It’s north

facing but light and it gets steam when

I strain the veg for supper of course, and

the occasional water spray. So far, it’s

doing ok, although it has naturally lost a

few flowers! 

It’s always a pleasure to look and

see what friends are growing and how

successful their plants are, to discover

some unusual and pretty shrubs in pots

and see how different plants are put

together. 

too hot for me. I have managed dead-

heading - in fact I cannot seem to go into

the garden without feeling the urge to

deadhead something! probably because of

the wet weather earlier in the year most

things have grown like topsy. But the

weather seems to be more favourable for

gardening now, so lots of sorting out,

thinning, and generally tidying to make

the most of all that is in bloom.  

The colours are mellowing in tune

with the shortening days and some lovely

sunsets. How good to see the yellows,

ochres and other autumn colours

beginning to come into their own.

Ali Tebbs

I’ve had a short rest in July from my blog. 

It’s exacting work you know, even for a dog

To prove to sceptics, cynics and detractors

That dogs don’t just sleep, eat, and bark at contractors.

rather, having watched the antics of the human

We can make our views known with well-hidden acumen.

After all, words are words, but mixing them up from time to time

I’ve come up with gibberish that (sort of) does rhyme.

So here goes – my effort to put myself out there

With pam Ayres, if not Betjeman, or old William Shakespeare.

Summer took its time to make itself felt

And for weeks we wondered at the hand we’d been dealt.

It was cold and windy, and days spoiled by rain

Meant washed out picnics again and again.

But just when gardeners and farmers despaired

The clouds cleared, the sun came out – and we were unprepared!

Up in our hub, (the shop), people reviewed their daily lot,

And were heard to remark, ‘It’s too darned hot!’

But that is england; weather varied and unpredictable

That elicits descriptions from resigned to unprintable.

The summer has been saved, I’m glad to report

By the ‘essence of life’ as my Guvnor calls sport.

I slept through three Test Matches against the West Indies

Waking for breaks; drinks, lunches and cricket teas.

We won them all – unusual raptures

Of delight as it’s a religion - just minus the scriptures.

Then came Wimbledon, and tennis without Murray

prepared his retirement, but not in a great hurry.

The Olympics followed – lots of throwing, running, jumping 

- and then some.

Fears and tears, podia, medals, the National Anthem.

And whatever’s going on out in the world at large,

Or here in our country with a new government in charge,

Wars, murders, rioting and general thuggery

Mingling with many ‘innocently’ seeking out skullduggery,

Our little corner of england’s countryside

Is peaceful and quiet; life goes on, in and outside;

proceeding quietly; just fine, as far as I’m concerned

As peace is much better, I have maturely discerned.

So bring on our walks by the river, avoiding the fuss

Of paws on hot pavements, and the 24 bus.

For what we need is a morale boost daily

Of stories of courage, of cracking on, but mainly

More light in our world, and even quite soon,

Might things get better? perhaps a BIG Harvest Moon! 

TURBo’S HIGH SUMMER DoGGEREL

07931 766553
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I wonder if you know the origin of the

phrase, ‘to be on tenterhooks’. Or, as is

very often mispronounced, tenderhooks.

To be on tenterhooks means ‘waiting

nervously for something to happen.’ The

word ‘tenter’ relates to a frame used for

drying cloth and is related to the word

tent; so being on tenterhooks compares

the tenseness of the stretched fabric to

the tension of nervous waiting. The word

‘tenter’ is still used today to refer to

production line machinery, employed to

stretch polyester and similar fabrics.

prior to the industrial revolution,

cloth making was a major industry in eng-

land, and Wiltshire played a significant

part in its development.

After a piece of cloth was woven,

it still contained oil and dirt from the

fleece of the sheep. A craftsman called a

‘fuller,’ cleaned the woollen cloth in a

‘fulling mill,’ and then had to dry it

carefully, to prevent the woollen fabric

from shrinking. To prevent this shrinkage,

the fuller would place the wet cloth on a

large wooden frame, called a ‘tenter,’ and

leave it to dry outdoors. The lengths of

wet cloth were stretched on the tenter

using ‘tenterhooks’ which were hooked

nails which were driven into the wood all

around the perimeter the frame, so that

the cloth would keep its shape and size. 

DID YoU KnoW

Some interesting local history to be

found in ‘A History of the County of

Wiltshire, ‘The Woollen Industry before

1500’, tells us the following: In the second

quarter or the 15th century in the upper

reaches of the Wylye Valley, many ‘fullers’

had been recorded in poll-tax returns.

There were signs of increasing exploita-

tion of water-power, stimulated as much

by the proximity to Salisbury, as by the

great activity in sheep farming on the

chalk uplands. 

At Heytesbury, which was one of

the principal centres of management for

the sheep flocks of the Hungerford

estates, manorial funds were invested in

the construction of a wholly new fulling-

mill in 1422, together with tenters for

stretching the cloth out to dry, for which

were bought 2,500 tenterhooks. The mill

was then farmed out at £2 a year to

Thomas Knight and his wife for life, with

the tenters, the mill-pond, weir and

fisheries.

Finally, two examples of the

‘tenterhook’ phrase being used: Firstly, in

1690, the periodical, ‘The General History

of europe’, stated that “The mischief is,

they will not meet again these two years,

so that all business must hang upon

the tenterhooks till then”. The second

historical mention of this phrase and one

which I think is wonderful, is to be found

in John Ford’s play ‘Broken Heart’, dated

1633. It contains the lines: “There is no

faith in woman. passion, O, be contain’d!

My very heart-strings are on the tenters”.  

Jonathan Wansey

Stewart penny 
ServiceS

garden machinery
SaleS, Service & repairS

mayflower farm
new road
codford
Ba12 0nS
tel 07714 212806

stewartpennyservices@outlook.com

Puppy & Dog Training Classes, 

Behaviour Consultations, Dog

Walking, Dog Sitting & Day Care

Please contact Celia Callan BSc

(Hons) Dip CABC

Tel: 01985 248277      

Mob: 07806779749

abcdogtrainingschool@gmail.com
https://www.abcdogtrainingschool.co.uk

www.doggietraining.co.uk

Professional,
Qualified & Insured Tutor
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that time, certainly it was nothing which

we could see. At the end of the week we

had caught similar numbers of trout to

the previous week and on the final day,

which I had set aside for packing and

loading the car, my friend had 3 sea trout,

the largest of which was 4lbs 10ozs and

the ghillie, fishing in my place caught a

salmon and lost another after a long

battle . 

This day made the week and

reminded the party that fishing for wild

fish in wild places is very rarely

consistent, the good times are often

brief, and it is important to be ready to

take advantage of them. None of my ‘new

flies’ which I wrote about last month

made a significant contribution and the

standout fly was a traditional Irish pattern

called the Green peter which represents

an emerging sedge (Trichoptera).

All of the fish which we caught

were returned. There are no rules on the

island about returning trout but last year

96% of all trout caught were returned and

the weights recorded indicate a steady

increase in the size of trout caught over

recent years.

The birds were quiet, the corn-

crakes had finished ‘craking’, I saw only

one hen harrier briefly and only one short

eared owl and one of my friends saw a sea

eagle. Oystercatcher, arctic terns and

common gulls were plentiful as were

various ducks and grebes.

Robin Mulholland

AnGLInG noTES

My trip to South Uist saw some difficult

fishing. The early days of my two weeks

were characterised by bright sun and

some cold North and North east winds. At

the end of the first three days with two

of us fishing we had caught just two trout.

It improved after that and my companion

had a good day with the salmon catching

a very fresh run grilse (a salmon which

has been at sea for just 12 months) and

hooking but losing two others. The

number of trout caught for the week was

about 30 and not very dissimilar to the

previous year. 

I change companions at the end of

the week and my first friend flies out on

the same flight that my second friend

arrives on. The weather improved and the

fishing was a little more consistent in the

second week but there was one very

puzzling day. We were fishing the big fish

loch where one does not expect to catch

large numbers of trout but where there is

always a hope of a wild trout of up to 7

pounds. Conditions were good with some

cloud cover and a steady breeze, I caught

one trout, and my companion had none

and that one trout was the only offer

which we had all day. 

It turned out that almost no fish

had been caught on any of the ‘machair’

lochs that day. I can only conclude that

the barometric pressure was wrong at 

THATCHCRAFT LIMITED
Ellis Butcher 

Master  Thatcher

Tel: 01985 877122
Mob: 07778 598851

E: ellisbutcher@live.co.uk
www.thatchcraft.co.uk

Darren Ashley
Gardening and Handyman 

Grass cutting   Lawn laying
Orchard and riverbank mowing 

Fixing, repairing gates 
and fencing 

Hedge cutting and tree work 
Free quotations   Fully insured

no job too small

01985 300 225

07910 462 632



C o o K  W I T H  C A R E
‘Cook with Care’ has four key themes to

help reduce kitchen fires:

Prepare - Before you start cooking,

create a clear space to prepare your meals

safely. Keep tea towels and cloths away

from the cooker and hob, and take care if

you’re wearing loose clothing.

Prevent - Never put anything other

than pots and pans on your cooker hob;

even after you’ve finished cooking, the

hob will remain hot for some time. Never

put anything metal into the microwave.

Saucepan handles left sticking out create

a danger; there’s a risk they could be

caught, leading to the pans being knocked

off the hob.

Focus - Don’t leave cooking

unattended. Avoid cooking if you are tired,

STEEPLECHASING by Peter Ross

The play-on- words title gives this book a

jaunty air which the author carries on. yes

– it’s about church spires, but so much

more. ross on his visits meets monks in the

north of Scotland and a cat called

Doorkins, one of four who have church

connections, in Southwark Cathedral. 

In Cookham he reminds us of artist

Stanley Spencer, whose Sandham Memorial

Chapel at Burghclere in Berkshire is well

worth the journey and in Kilpeck of its ex-

traordinary gargoyles. Fascinating too is

the history of London churches and their

monuments: with John Donne's falling into

the crypt of St paul's during the Blitz , and

how a wartime Watch patrolled the dome.

Among poets we meet poets philip Larkin

and John Betjeman who have written on

the subject. Going north he sees the tombs

of Bede and the Shrine of St Cuthbert in

Durham Cathedral.

The final chapter is of Westminster

Abbey between the Queen's funeral and

King Charles’s Coronation, with tales of

chapels, effigies (twenty of them!) and

visitor behaviour among the crowds from

all over the world. 

Very knowledgeable, but with such

a light and engaging touch, it’s a treasure

to own. Catherine Hayne

have been drinking alcohol or are taking

medication that leaves you drowsy.

Stay Safe - Keep the oven, hob and grill

clean as a build-up of fat or grease can

catch fire when hot. Switch off the oven

and/or hob when you have finished cook-

ing and take pans off the heat.

It’s vital that we do all we can to

protect our communities, especially those

people who are perhaps more vulnerable
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Wylye Valley Personal Trainer
Your Local PT That Comes To You!

Quality Home Fitness Training Guaranteed!

Servicing:
Boyton, Codford, Corton, Heytesbury, Knook, 

Norton Bavant, Sherrington, Stockton, 
Sutton Veny, The Langfords, Tytherington, 

Upton Lovell, Wylye

Mob: 07876461603

Email: steve@aimbodyfitness.com
www.aimbodyfitness.com

B o o K  R E V I E W

JEREMY COLTMAN 
WEALTH MANAGEMENT

If you would like a free no obligation initial review meeting, then please contact me

M:07976 398 194 E:jeremy.coltman@sjpp.co.uk www.jeremycoltmanwm.co.uk

I recognise that talking about money 

and finances is personal – sometimes 

sensitive. 

So, it’s reassuring to know that there’s

someone on hand who can help you 

address your needs, understand your 

goals, and realise your dreams.

I offer a friendly and approachable service,

backed by the strength and security of FTSE

100 company, St. James’s Place Wealth 

Management; and being local means I am 

here to help whenever you need me. 

I can help you with investments, retirement,

life assurance and estate planning. 

because of their age or where they live.

By highlighting some of the potential

dangers in the kitchen, DWFrS hope to

encourage safer cooking behaviours

amongst those most at risk.

There is more information on the

DWFrS website about safety in the home,

www.dwfire.org.uk/safety-at-home and

anyone with an older friend or relative

who lives alone is asked to share this 

advice with them. If you are concerned for

someone’s safety, you can contact the

DWFrS Safe & Well team – call 0800 038

2323 or visit www.dwfire.org.uk/safe-and-

well-visits        Area Manager Marc House 
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CODFORD

kEY COMMUNITY EvENTS DURING 

SEPTEMBER  

1st

park run Codford Village Hall  10am

‘Free peace’ band playing at

Codford Tea rooms 1.30pm – 2.30pm

2nd

parish Council meeting – 7.30pm

4th

Woolstore Theatre Film Night   7.30pm

8th

Songs of praise 

(popular hymns and readings) 

Codford St Mary’s church  6pm

12–14th

‘Meetings’ – 4 in 1 act plays at the

Woolstore Theatre – 7.30pm  

15th

Woolstore bar open 12pm–2pm

Arts and Crafts market at Ginger piggery

10am–2pm 

17th

Talk on the ‘Cerne Abbas Giant’ by our

Codford archaeologist – Dr Mike Allen in

the Woolstore Theatre – 7.30pm

18th

Gardening club meeting and talk from

Nicola Hope on ‘Tales from the

potting Shed’  Codford Village Hall – 7pm

20th

The Greatest Showman singalong with

Supper at the Woolstore Theatre –

22nd

80th anniversary of the Battle of

Arnhem (Operation Market Garden) 

Commemoration Service – Codford St

Mary’s Church – 9.30am
WEEkLY EvENTS AT 

CODFORD vILLAGE HALL 

Tuesday 

pilates – 5pm – 6pm

Short mat bowls – 7pm – 9pm

Wednesday

pilates – 9.30am – 10.30am

Choir – 1pm – 3pm  

Fit club – 6pm – 7pm

Thursday 

Community Café – 9.30am - 11.30am

Happy hearts (circuit based exercise

session for those suffering from effects

of heart & respiratory disorders) –

4pm – 5pm 

Clubercise – 6.30pm – 7.30pm

Badminton – 8pm – 9.30pm

Further details can be found on the

Village Hall website: Codford - Hall for

Hire events, Licensed Bar parties

(codfordvillage.org.uk)

BOYTON AND CORTON CUTTINGS

The Fane Hall hosted a most enjoyable

village lunch in June. The sun shone, the

food was excellent and I won some whisky

in the raffle…..what could be better.

The Friends of the Church held

their AGM during which it was reported

that work on the lych gate was complete,

but they are still hoping to replace the

existing wooden gate.

By the time this is published, the

Fane Hall will have hosted a supper/talk

evening, on the subject of Sugar and

Slaves. Another talk is scheduled for

November. The first big breakfast of the

season will be on 28th September.

rumours still abound about the

future of the Dove, but, when I last

checked Savill’s website, it was still on

the market, at a much reduced price. It

is looking so sad, we really need this

corner of the village to be up and running,

here’s hoping it is sold soon. AR

CODFORD PARISH COUNCIL

The latest parish Council meeting minutes
are displayed on this website - 

Codford parish Council – 
Serving the local community 

(codfordpc.org.uk)

CODFORD ANNUAL FETE WAS 

A GREAT SUCCESS AGAIN

On behalf of Codford residents and others
from the area who came over on Sunday 30
June, I’d like to thank Crispin, Katie, Andy
and all the rest if the Committee for an
excellent day.

The sun shone, there were many
and varied stalls, ringside entertainments
and much fun was had. It was a splendid
day and much enjoyed by all.

pimms, cakes, burgers and hot
dogs, coffee everything the heart and
tummy desired.

Again next year please!
AL

SAvE THE DATE – 

FRIDAY 15TH NOvEMBER

Now it seems, a regular event in the early

winter calendar, the ever popular Tennis

Club Curry and Quiz night is back on its

usual  Friday - 15th November.  New Quiz-

master, same fabulous curries.  Join us for

an evening of fun questions, banter, great

company and delicious curries.  See you

there!

COMING SOON… New Codford Website,

bringing all village information together,

making it quick and easy to find what you

are looking for. 

KTV Systems
TV aerials, satellite TV and 

CCTV installations and repairs.

info@ktvsystems.co.uk

07825 812955 or 220247

A CHALLENGE

On the back page you will see that we

have set a photographic challenge. The

reason being that some months I run out

of ideas for the front page. I am a great

believer in producing interesting front

pages that capture the reader’s attention.

This month I have asked readers to take

photographs of flowers, plants or weeds.

you could even add trees to that, as we

do have some fantastic trees.

This will help me in making

decisions about future front pages. I will

acknowledge all copies of photographs

received and inform participants that

their photo will be on the front page of

the next edition.

please do contribute to this challenge and

if you the reader would like to photograph

other things that could be on a front

page, please feel free to send to

me…some themes could be Autumn,

Christmas, Winter, people, Strange

Happenings or anything else of your

choosing, I can usually find a banner

headline for the theme.

One final reminder would

contributors please remember we have a

word limit of 400 words, only on the rare

occasion will we allow a contributor to

exceed that limit, limit, see this month’s

edition. Editor
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SHERRINGTON

Heytesbury Deanery has sponsored ten

houses in a Commune in Meridi in South

Sudan, with each house being named after

a parish in the Deanery. In the little church

is a photograph of Sherrington House!           

Normally, I love the days at

Summer’s end. Trees are still heavy with

foliage, flowers are abundant and the corn

is ripening. There are signs everywhere of

autumnal largesse, an essential lifeline for

wildlife throughout the winter months.

This year however I write this

wearing my Cassandra Gloom hat, for

things appear to have gone badly wrong.

Not long ago, emerging from the Great

ridge, I walked along a track bordered by

Hawthorn bushes usually heavy with

ripening berries, but there were none at

all. That alerted me to look at other

things. No beech mast on the beech trees

and where are the acorns and hazels? 

One of the pleasures of a walk on

an autumn afternoon is the clatter and

chatter of Fieldfare feeding on the

Hawthorn and the silver flash of

underbellies as they wheel away – but not

this year. I do not actually recall seeing the

froth of Hawthorn berries last Spring. 

Blackthorn was abundant, but few

sloes. By contrast apple trees are bearing

fruit, Blackberries are plentiful, still tight

and green along parsons path but black and

lustrous in some places. There are elder-

berries too so I can only think that the

blossom escaped the chilly rain of Spring.

In our gardens Hollyhocks have

done well. They wander over the garden

and decide where they will flower, and I

am happy with that. We have plenty of

Buddleia, Lavender, Nepeta, all a delight

for bees, butterflies and, indeed, all polli-

nators. The golden Buddleia by the back

THE HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY

Charity No: 200669

THIS ALMSHOUSE

CONTINUE TO PROVIDE

ACCOMMODATION FOR THOSE IN NEED 

IN EITHER SINGLE AND DOUBLE BEDROOM

FLATS OR BUNGALOWS. 

Please contact the Administrator, Paul Budd,

on 01985 840441 

or EMAIL: stjohnshospital2018@outlook.com

for further information 

and to arrange an informal visit. 

More information can be found on our 

website at: www.st-johns-hospital.org.

E.G. MARTIN LTD
WESTBURY (01373)

822784 / 864676

Simple PC Help.
Technology problems, fixed

• Apple & PC computer support
• Tablet & Smart phone training
• Printers & Internet issues fixed
• Protect your identity online
• One-to-One training
• Smart device set up
• Competitive hardware repairs

01985 330073 & 07979 252573

info@simplepchelp.co.uk
www.simplepchelp.co.uk

gate is usually sagging with bees, but not

this year. There is a lone tree at the end

of parsons path in Boyton which is hung

with blossom and the air is sweet with its

scent, but I couldn’t spot a bee!

I understand that farmers in the

area belong to a Farmers’ Cluster; groups

of neighbouring farmers who come

together to set common objectives to

improve the local environment e.g. soil

(fewer chemicals or none where regenera-

tive farming is practiced), water and

wildlife habitats. This must all surely

embrace the responsible use of sprays, and

yet…..it looks like a hungry winter and

silent spring ahead. I hope so much I am

wrong.             BL 
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Wedding

Congratulations to

Lysa Heaton & Matthew Hutchings

on 3rd August at Codford St peter 

May they have many 
happy years of married life together

BAPTISM

We welcome into the Christian Church

Dexter William Frankie Reid

on 22nd June at Codford St Mary

May he grow in the Christian Faith

OLD FRIENDS REMEMBERED

Our sympathy and love go to all those
who mourn the passing of 

Annie Crooks of Upton Lovell

Martin Collier of Sutton Veny

Peter Crisford of Sutton Veny

Helen Belchamber of Codford

Sheila Bell of Codford

Timothy Williams of Heytesbury

May they rest in the peace 
and light of Christ

Please contact the Ministry Team to make
arrangements for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals,
Confirmation preparation or Service of Prayer 

and Dedication after a Civil Marriage. The clergy
will officiate at any crematorium service.

PRAYER BOARDS

We would like to invite everyone to make

use of our prayer Boards, where you

can share your hopes, concerns, and

gratitude. Whether you are a person of

faith or simply someone seeking a sense

of community and support, our prayer

Boards are here for you. 

prayer Boards are a place to post your

prayer requests in the knowledge that our

church community will lift them up in

prayer. 

How to participate:

· visit Us: Drop in to the church at any

time, the prayer Board is near the

entrance door.

· Share Your Thoughts: Write down your

prayer requests, hopes, or anything you

wish to share on the paper provided. Feel

free to be as specific or as general as you

like. 

· Support Others: Take a moment to read

the requests of others and, if you feel

moved to do so, offer a silent prayer or a

kind thought for them. 

We look forward to seeing your

contributions and supporting each other

through life’s journey. 

Gill Boxall

1 SEPTEMBER Sutton Veny 9.30am Sunday Worship

Trinity 14 Heytesbury 11.00am Sunday Worship

Codford St Peter 11.00am Parish Communion choir

Upton Lovell 6.00pm Evensong (BCP)

8 September Tytherington 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)

Trinity 15 Sutton Veny Village Hall 9.30/10 Café Church, breakfast from 9.30

Upton Lovell 11.00am Celtic Morning Prayer

Heytesbury 11.00am Harvest Festival                            choir

Codford St Mary 6.00pm Songs of Praise

15 September Heytesbury 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)

Trinity 16 Codford St Peter 9.30am Morning Prayer on Sunday          choir

Boyton 11.00am Harvest Festival followed by baptism

22 September Sutton Veny 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)

Trinity 17 Codford St Mary 9.30am Arnhem 80th Anniversary 

Parish Communion

Knook 11.00am Matins 

Heytesbury 6.00pm Evensong (BCP)

Sherrington 6.00pm Harvest Festival                            choir

29 September Norton Bavant 10.00am TEAM SERVICE                            choir

Michael and Heytesbury 6.00pm Pimms & Hymns

All Angels

LOVING OUR NEIGHBOUR AS CHRIST LOVES US
Do you need some support? If you would like a chat,
prayers, spiritual, pastoral or  practical support and

help, please do call someone from the numbers below 

TEAM RECTOR Vacancy
upperwylyevalleyteam@gmail.com    840081

MINISTRY TEAM
Team Vicar Vacancy
Ordained Minister with Permission to Officiate
The Revd Jonathan Hiscox (day off Friday) 840966

jonathan.hiscox@btinternet.com 851250
Licensed Lay Minister
Katherine Venning LLM 840283

katherine.venning@gmail.com
CONTACTS FOR OUR CHURCHES
Boyton & Corton Susanna Maitland 851191 
Codford St Mary David Shaw 850372

07899 906371
Codford St Peter Alasdair McGregor 850073
Heytesbury Tina Sitwell 840556 
Knook Robert Pottow 850285
Norton Bavant John Acworth 840134

Edward Moore 840420 
Sherrington Richard Morris 07555425110
Sutton Veny Richard Jackman 840899

Sandy Barton 07769 781392
/841157

Tytherington Caroline Lester-Card 07787556505
Upton Lovell Gillie Cumming 850834
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS
Codford Henry Collins 850193 
Norton Bavant Didee Acworth 840134 
Heytesbury: Alison Tebbs 841192
Sutton Veny Richard Jackman 840899
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER    Kim Sutton         

suttonkimh@gmail.com
BELL RINGERS Nick Claypoole 850724
PARISH CHOIR Katherine Venning 840283

www.mindthepaws.com
online Pet Boutique offering free click and

collect from Tytherington BA12 7AA

natural Treats
Health Supplements

Toys
Pet Bowls and Accessories

Gifts for pet lovers 
and much more

Use HELLo10 at the checkout
for 10% off your first order of £10 or more.

hello@mindthepaws.com 07836 234053

HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY

General Manager Paul Budd 

01985 840441

ST GEORGE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

31 Boreham Road, Warminster  BA12 9JP

PARISH PRIEST

Fr Martin Queenan

01985 212329



The Parish News of Upper Wylye is available on the team website, upperwylyevalleyteam.com/team/parish-news/. 
When contacting advertisers, please tell them that you read about them in The Upper Wylye Parish News.

WINDOW CLEANING, gutters, fascias
Clearer Windows 07922 575690
    richnurdin@gmail.com 

POST OFFICE, HEYTESBURY               840914
POST OFFICE, CODFORD 850345
PUBS, †RESTAURANTS and ‡ B&B
Codford Tea Rooms                  851095
     breakfast, lunch, afternoon tea,
     Sunday roasts. Open daily from 10.30
Hillside Café† Codford
    Restaurant and take-away                850712
The Red Lion @ Heytesbury†‡ 840333
     Home cooked food, garden, family friendly
Ginny’s Cafe, Boyton 850381
    ginnysboyton@gmail.com
     Open daily 10-2pm

HEALTH AND WELLBEING
Wylye Valley Personal Trainer (see p.8)
     steve@aimbodyfitness.com      07876461603
Traditional Chinese Acupuncture 
     Vaiva Minceviciute         07853 663979
     info@dynamicequilibrium.org.uk  
Fitness Pilates Rosie Poolman 211431

   Codford Village Hall Tues 5.00/Wed 9.30
     Zumba  Rosie Poolman         07760 496291
     Civic Centre,Warminster Wednesday 6.00
     Zumba Gold at Civic Centre  Friday 10am
     rosiepoolman@talktalk.net  

WYLYE VALLEY VOICES
     Codford Village Hall  Wednesday 1.30 
     Andrew Forbes-Lane 07774 731918
     andrewforbeslane@gmail.com

BESPOKE KITCHENS
Braddell’s Artisan Furniture Makers
     in Warminister         07539 558761
     Facebook : Braddell’s Bespoke Design 
ELECTRICIANS 
Pears Electrical Ltd     07717534026  213314
     Nigel: pearselec@icloud.com
Spire Electrical 07733104993
GENERAL BUILDERS  AND JOINERS  
Mike Turner Construction      07779859875
     www. miketurnerconstruction.com
PAINTING AND DECORATING
James Ashley 07595 948840 840521

Qualified painter and decorator
27 Westlands, Heytesbury

PLASTERING
Lee Hadfield 07765 945722 300403 
     30 yrs of experience 
     johnhadfield58@gmail.com
PLUMBING
Hhp (see p.4) 840891
Codford Builders Ltd Stefan 217394
    Bathrooms and heating

WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT
Stephen Oxlade  07801 090335
    admin@newvalleywebdesign.com

CAR SERVICING & MAINTENANCE 
Auto Services, Pete Jenkins 
     Carsons Yd, East St, Warminster 215749
C&C Servicing and Repair. MOTs
    Woodcock Road 07867 384766 / 217407

Area code 01985 unless otherwise stated

FINANCIAL ADVICE 
Jeremy Coltman Wealth Management 

   (see p.8) 07976 398194
ANTIQUES, CODFORD
Dave Alder at Tina’s 850828
    Open Mons, Tues & Sat. 9.30 am – 5 pm

PET SHOP
Baber Animal Feeds
     Farm, equine, poultry, fur, feather, fin
     13 Weymouth Street, Warminster      219 602
CATTERY, CATS WHISKERS
Weston Nurseries, Corton                850504

FARM SHOP, CROCKERTON
For award-winning ciders and much more

Wylye Valley Vineyard 211337
    wylyevalleyvineyard@gmail.com
FIREWOOD, seasoned logs for sale
    Jerry Poolman     07966 272960
   ashdownfarmllp@hotmail.co.uk

TREE and GARDEN SERVICES
Peter Longbourne (see p.4}                 840171
Rod Ford (Codford) 851134
     Basic garden maintenance 
Chris Roberts (see p.9) 01722 716736
Horizon Tree and Hedge Care (see p.5)

07931 766553

Darren Ashley (see p.7) 07910 462 632 
or 300225

PROPERTY and GARDEN maintenance
Warminster Fencing Ltd 217775
    sales@warminsterfencing.co.uk

M A R K E T  P L A C E

Would you like to advertise with us? Contact katherine.venning@gmail.com

Have you got a favourite picture of a flower, plant or even a weed!

If so send to the editor and next month the best images we will feature on the front page!

A PHoToGRAPHIC  CHALLEnGE


