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are critical because however good the rest

of it is, the final product has to drop on

the mat. Many of our readers could read

it online, but many don’t want to.

As volunteers you can stop doing

what you do whenever you like – but

please don’t! When the time does come,

please find someone to replace you as we

cannot do that from the centre.

Meanwhile, I now raise my own

glass to all of you, and to your absent

colleagues, and reiterate my thanks for all

you do. We are immensely grateful.”

DS

FILMS At tHe WOOLStOre
Wednesday 2nd October

bALtIMOre (15) Drama/thriller        

7.30pm – Tickets £6.00 

(doors open at 7.00pm) 

The true story of rose Dugdale (Imogen

poots) an english debutante and heiress

who abandoned a life of luxury and

privilege for one of defiance and

militancy. Amid the political unrest of the

1970s, radicalised by her growing

sympathy for the IrA’s cause, rose stages

an armed invasion of an Irish country

house. The plan was to steal several

valuable paintings and barter them for the

release of two imprisoned IrA members.

However, as the intended burglary spirals

into violence; will rose be prepared to

face the dire repercussions of her actions? 

Tickets available online through

http://www.thewoolstoretheatre.co.uk or

at the Theatre Box Office (open during

productions and on film nights) and

Codford Community Café on the 2nd and

4th Thursday of the month.

T H E  D I A RY

PARISH NEWS
Editor Robin Culver

robinwculver@mac.com
Chairman David Shaw 850372

danddshaw@btinternet.com

ADVERTISING AND EDITORIAL
The Parish News, which is not for profit, relies on and is
very grateful to all advertisers without whom the
magazine could not be produced. Prospective advertisers
should contact  Ralph Oxborrow (see details below).
However the Parish News does not endorse any of the
products or services advertised and takes no
responsibility for any disappointment, accident or injury,
howsoever caused, resulting from purchase or
involvement. We welcome contributions on any subject
but reserve the right to edit to fit. Opinions expressed in
material from contributors are for readers to appreciate
and are not necessarily endorsed by the editorial team.

All editorial copy should be sent to the Editor
robinwculver@mac.com by 10th of previous month.
Advertising contact Ralph Oxborrow
rsoxborrow1@aol.com
Marketplace contact Katherine Venning 840283
katherine.venning@gmail.com

Printing by Footfall Direct 01225 706058
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tHe cHAIrMAN’S 
trIbUte trANSPOSeD

The parish News Committee held a garden

party at summer’s end in early September

to thank its supporters. Some forty

assembled, with a similar number unable

to attend so the Chairman’s speech is

reproduced below to spread the word to

those who missed it and to our readers.

“you are an important group of people and

as the Committee’s spokesman I have an

important message for you. you are all

volunteers; committee members, contrib-

utors, advertisers or distributors and

without any part of this team the parish

News would not function. Distributors who

put some 1400 copies through letter boxes

MeN’S 
FeLLOWSHIP
breAKFAStS

The first of the new season on Men’s

Breakfasts will take place on Monday 7th

October at The George Inn, Longbridge

Deverill, starting at 8.15 am. The speaker

will be Jonathan Laver, the president of

the MCC. Before the cricketers get too

excited, this MCC is The Motor Cycling

Club - Britain’s oldest sporting motor club

for both motorcycles and cars. Jonathan

is a true enthusiast and an entertaining

speaker; drawing from his long-time

involvement with the Club and the world

of classic cars. 

The title of Jonathan’s talk is ‘Untold

History’ and its genesis is an incident

involving gentlemen throwing horse

manure in London. His story is of a very

British institution that few people know of

and one that changed history. if that

hasn’t intrigued you sufficiently to come

along, nothing will!

Breakfasts cost £15, of which £2 will

go towards the charity of the speaker's

choice, which on this occasion will be

Veterans with Dogs.

please note, this is not a club, but is

open to all. Just contact the organisers via

email (uwvmfb@gmail.com), before the

preceding Friday at the latest, if you'd like

to attend.

For your diaries, please note that the

November breakfast will not be on the

usual first Monday but on Wednesday

6th November in order to accommodate

the diary of our speaker, Commander

Catherine roper, Chief Constable of Wiltshire.

PRAYER GROUP

We pray daily. 

If you have any prayer requests,

please call Anne 

on 07432 205229



2025 WyLye VALLey cALeNDAr

in the usual format and, for anyone

wishing to send it as a gift, comes with a

sturdy mailing envelope and can be sent

at the ‘large letter’ rate.

Last year, 639 copies of the calendar

were sold and, when combined with sales

of the Nadder Valley Calendar, the total

amount raised was just over £6,800.

All of this money supports the overseas

programmes of Hope and Homes for

Children, in eastern europe, Southern and

east Africa and South Asia. The charity

remains committed to the belief that

every child deserves the love and

belonging of a safe family home, never the

abuse and neglect suffered in orphanages.

Closing an orphanage means finding a

loving family for every single child in that

orphanage, meeting each of their needs,                 

every time. Since 1994 the charity has

worked with the UN, eU and local and

national governments worldwide to close

the doors of orphanages forever.   Chris Lock

By the time you read this, I will have been

licensed as a Lay Minister (LLM) by the

Bishop of Sherborne at a service in

Salisbury Cathedral. Lay readers were first

introduced in 1866. Over the decades, the

ministry of readers has evolved and

expanded, and the title changed to

Licensed Lay Ministers in many dioceses.

Today, LLMs are called to lead public

worship, to preach and teach the Gospel,

to share in pastoral work and to encourage

the ministries of all God’s people. They are

authorized to lead funeral services, but

not to preside at Holy Communion.

          A sense of personal call from God to

pursue training as an LLM has to be tested

and confirmed, and the ultimate decision

rests with the Bishop. So it was that in

June 2023, after completing all the paper-

work, I attended a Diocesan Discernment

Day. I was required to give a short

presentation, to take part in a group

discussion, complete a short written

assignment, and had 2 interviews. In due

course, I received the exciting, but some-

what daunting news that I had been

accepted for training!

          The training normally takes 2 years,

but since I have a degree in Theology, I was

allowed to do just one year at Sarum

College in Salisbury. The teaching was

mainly on-line, with work and reading set

for each week, and a weekly zoom group

tutorial, which required a high level of

self-discipline! There were also written

assignments to be completed. I much

preferred residential weekends with face-

to-face teaching and discussion. Much of

our training was alongside those training

for ordained ministry, and participants

were from several Dioceses, from a variety

of backgrounds and churches.    

          Modules included pastoral Care,

with an emphasis on bereavement

and funerals; the history of Anglicanism,

and preparation for rural ministry. I did

an enjoyable and interesting 4 week

placement in a large, lively church in

Frome - a very different context from the

UWVT!  Alongside academic work, there

was an emphasis on spiritual formation - to

be reflective, to develop one’s personal

faith and understanding of a call to

ministry, which is an ongoing process.

          LLMs have to be licensed to a

person, normally their Vicar or rector.

Since UWVT is at present in vacancy this

presented a problem! However, the Bishop

has found a solution. I am a volunteer lay

chaplain at erlestoke prison and I will be

licensed to the Anglican Chaplain there,

while still taking services in our benefice.

I look forward to my new ministry, to

follow God’s calling wherever that might

lead, and to share his Gospel and love in

our communities.  Barbara Luscombe

ThOUGhT fOR ThE MONTh

Many of the Samaritans from that town be-

lieved in Jesus because of the woman’s

testimony, “He told me everything I ever

did”. So when the Samaritans came to

him, they urged him to stay with them,

and he stayed two days. And because of his

words many more became believers. They

said to the woman, “We no longer believe

just because of what you said; now we

have heard for ourselves, and we know

that this man really is the Saviour of the

world.” John 4 v39ff RH

TRY PRAYING

Try praying' booklets may be found in

Heytesbury Church for anyone who would

like to try praying! Very many have found

the booklet helpful. If you like it, do pass

it to someone else. There is a website of

the same name for further information.

Page 3

THE UPPER WYLYE VALLEY TEAM            

Our vision is to be open, welcoming, growing and inclusive churches, 

living within the love of God, and sharing God's love and life with others.

upperwylyevalleyteam.com

MINISTRY LETTER 

The 2025 edition of the Wylye Valley

Calendar is now available and, as in

previous years, all proceeds will be

donated to Wiltshire based international

children’s charity Hope and Homes for

Children (registered charity no. 1089490).

The price of the calendar is £11.50 and

copies are available locally from Wylye

post Office, Budgens at Codford, Ginny’s

Café at the Ginger piggery or Heytesbury

Stores, or in Warminster from Coates &

parker. you can also order online at

www.chrislock photography.co.uk or from

the online shop at www.hopeandhomes.org

This is the 14th edition of the

calendar and although it becomes more

difficult each year to come up with a

different collection of views, hopefully

the images do justice to this lovely part of

Wiltshire. This year, the opening pages of

the calendar include a piece about                 

the river Wylye entitled ‘The Journey of

a Wiltshire Chalk Stream’. The calendar is

Darren Ashley
Gardening and Handyman 

Grass cutting   Lawn laying
Orchard and riverbank mowing 

Fixing, repairing gates 
and fencing 

Hedge cutting and tree work 
Free quotations   Fully insured

no job too small

01985 300 225

07910 462 632

www.mindthepaws.com
Online Pet Boutique offering free click and

collect from Tytherington BA12 7AA

Natural Treats
Health Supplements

Toys
Pet Bowls and Accessories

Gifts for pet lovers 
and much more

Use HELLO10 at the checkout
for 10% off your first order of £10 or more.

hello@mindthepaws.com 07836 234053
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even with the rubbish Autumn and Spring

weather the harvest proved to be better

than expected, the corn and beans were

harvested before 1st September, only

just!  The machinery was turned off with

15 minutes to spare.

          yields were average and at times

above average. Second wheats (had

wheat in the field the year before) were

better than expected despite the flooding

in the fields at Heytesbury. The beans

have never been cut in August before and

were good considering they were planted

in atrocious conditions.

          A good corn harvest is important as

we feed in the region of 550 tons of our

home-produced wheat to the cows, the

more we produce the less we need to buy

in, and any excess is sold.

          Maize is looking a little bit late as

went in late, having had stress early on

could well be why its going to be later

than normal – looking like an October

harvest which isn’t ideal. As robert says

he would rather there be dust being

kicked up than mud, so we may well be

digging out the ‘mud on road’ signs.

          In August the grass just stopped

growing so 4th cut could be non-existent

which means we will have to buy in to

have enough to the feed the cows over

the winter.

          To increase primarily the protein in

our sileage we have moved away from

Italian rye grass and have sown seed

mixtures of hybrid and perennial rye grass

and within it there is red and white clover

so you will be seeing clover flowers across

the fields in late Spring.

          The rape is the next crop to be

sown, we’ve gone for a late drilling to try

and avoid the infamous flea beetle. The

ground is being cultivated and drilled in a

race against both the rain and the

beetles!

          As I write this Jamie is preparing

calves for the showing season ahead.

He has been diligently rearing, training

to the halter, grooming, clipping and

providing a 5* environment for them.

          He has qualified for the National

Calf Show, not only with a calf but he

himself as a leader. Qualifying this year

was particularly important as it is his last

opportunity before he is too old.

Alongside this there are agricultural

shows and the Dairy event so a busy time

ahead for the show team ‘down on the

farm’.

Kit Pottow

DOWN ON THE FARM 

Stewart penny 
ServiceS

garden machinery
SaleS, Service & repairS

mayflower farm
new road
codford
Ba12 0nS
tel 07714 212806

stewartpennyservices@outlook.com
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feel as though it’s hardly been out of the

garage. We have one garden bench that

has not come out of storage all summer.

They say the British talk too much about

the weather but can you blame us when

it has been so wet and cool! I’m sure I’m

not alone when I say that while watching

the rain I was hoping that, with such a

poor summer, we might have been treated

to an Indian summer, but sadly not this

year. I suppose the upside is that there

has been very little need for watering,

the water butts have not run dangerously

low and our lawns have looked green and

generally everything has looked very lush.

The vegetable harvest has been very

mixed: my spuds have done well, but

raspberry canes have been almost bare.

runner beans on the whole have been

good, sweet peas have been good, but not

many sweet corn. Courgettes always do

well and now we are into a bumper

harvest of apples. So much we can do

with apples: I like them baked and stuffed

in the middle with dried fruits and honey,

and apple pies will be winging their way

THOUGHTS FROM MY GARDEN

Well, it’s official! The coolest summer

since 2015, as if we needed reminding!

The barbeque has hardly been used and

will now have to go away for the winter. I

to the freezer for winter puddings. 

The other bonus is that the water

in the pond has not become dangerously

low. I have Sarracenia in the margins of

the pond bought at a Codford Garden Club

talk last year; they have not dried out and

look very healthy. September seems to

have been dragonfly month. I’m no expert

on their names, but we have some large

green ones, which make a very distinct

noise of wing beats, a small red one and

several damselflies; they are such a joy to

watch as they dip their abdomens in the

water, laying eggs. 

Now is a good time to start

planning for 2025; I do have quite a few

ideas. My first thoughts are for the bulbs

early next year. Being the first bright

colours of Spring, I look forward to the

wonderful sight of daffodils and tulips.

I have lots of bulbs already but there is

always room for more and I can’t resist

them when they appear in the garden

centre!

Ali Tebbs

‘Life’s not fair’ is a common cry and I

know why; today is my birthday and

didn’t receive so much of a nod as the

household came to life at the crack of

mid-morning. No cards cascading through

the letter box, no promise of a pub lunch

(indeed, they disappeared for a curry and

lager themselves without a thought for

the birthday boy) and as I am 12 today

(aka 84 in human years) I thought this

might be a milestone worth marking.

But then they surprised me;

teatime arrived, and a spotted hanky

(napkin) was tied round my neck, I was

put in the chair at the end of the kitchen

table, and then had my feet placed on

said table and my food bowl placed in

front of me with a flourish. They sang

‘Happy Birthday, dear Turbo…’ but by the

time they had finished making a frightful

row I had also finished my ‘birthday tea’.

It was then I realised that I had been

dressed up to the twelves simply for a

photo shoot as my tea had consisted of

the everyday, bog standard, kibble with a

blob of dog meat on top for decoration.

Not even a candle; pah!

The Guvnor, on the other hand,

whose birthday it was a few days ago, was

proud of the11 cards he received but I

noticed that all bar one was pretty mock-

ing and that four were duplicates from

people who had forgotten they had

already sent one because they couldn’t

trust the royal Mail. He also had presents;

a bar of Dairy Milk, a chocolate orange,

a bottle of Lidl’s Merlot, a tube of

Vaporub and a box of what used to be

TURBO’S DOG BLOG FOR THE END OF SUMMER

THE HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY

Charity No: 200669

THIS ALMSHOUSE

CONTINUE TO PROVIDE

ACCOMMODATION FOR THOSE IN NEED 

IN EITHER SINGLE AND DOUBLE BEDROOM

FLATS OR BUNGALOWS. 

Please contact the Administrator, Paul Budd,

on 01985 840441 

or EMAIL: stjohnshospital2018@outlook.com

for further information 

and to arrange an informal visit. 

More information can be found on our 

website at: www.st-johns-hospital.org.

called  ‘Man-size’ tissues, but now called

‘Additional Size’. NB: none very long-

lasting!

A few people liked the poetic

licence I used in last month’s blog;

in particular, positive comment came

from my friend, Jonathan, who lives in

Heytesbury and who knows a thing or two

(he sends me a Christmas card, but then

everyone knows when Jesus’s birthday is).

One of his neighbours, however, criticised

the doggerel adversely as it, apparently,

‘didn’t scan’. I am delighted to pass that

problem on to the Guvnor whose excuse

is that his scanner is broken.

Finally, another of his mates sent

him a message that said, ‘enjoyed Turbo’s

piece; give him a round of appaws.’

It really isn’t worthy of me, you know.
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The origins of Halloween date back to the

ancient Celtic festival of Samhain. The

Celtic people originated in Western

europe around the 5th century BC and

approximately two thousand years ago,

they were living in the area

that is now Ireland, the

United Kingdom and northern

France.

The festival of

Samhain celebrated the

Celtic new year on November

1st and it marked the end of

summer and the harvest and

the beginning of the bleak

cold winter, which at that

time was often associated

with death. Celts believed

that on the night before the

new year, the boundary be-

tween the worlds of the living

and the dead became

blurred. Therefore, on the

night of October 31st, they

celebrated Samhain, when it

was believed that the ghosts

of the dead returned to

earth. Bonfires would be lit

and costumes were worn to

ward off ghosts.

Following the growth of the roman

empire, the influence of Christianity had

spread into Celtic lands and in the 8th

Century, pope Gregory 3rd designated

November 1st as a time to honour all the

saints. This was almost certainly an

attempt by the church to replace the

Celtic festival of the dead with a related

Christian festival. Before long, ‘All Saints

Day’ incorporated some of the traditions

of Samhain and the evening before was

known as All Hallows eve and later,

Halloween.

Today, the festival of Halloween

has evolved and has become a secular

festival. In America, the concept of

celebrating Halloween developed from the

second half of the 19th century, following

the influx of Irish immigrants fleeing the

DID YOU KNOW: HALLOWEEN

potato famine. Americans began to dress

up in costumes and go from house to

house, asking for food or money. This

practice became today’s ‘trick-or treat’

tradition, which has now become

commonplace in england. In fact, the

American Halloween tradition of trick-or

treating, probably dates back to the early

All Souls’ Day parades in england. During

the festivities, poor citizens would beg for

food, and families would give them

pastries called ‘soul cakes,’ in return for

their promise to pray for the family’s dead

relatives.

Halloween parties have become

very common, with children enjoying

dressing up and making lanterns

from pumpkins. One traditional

children’s  Halloween game is that of

apple bobbing. The game is played

by filling a tub or large basin with

water and then putting apples into

the water. players then try to

catch an apple with their teeth, and

their hands are often tied behind

their backs to prevent cheating.

This tradition of bobbing for apples

dates back to roman times, when

the roman army combined their

celebrations with traditional Celtic

festivals. During this annual celebra-

tion, young unmarried people tried

to bite an apple floating in the water

or hanging from a string. The first

person to bite into the apple would

be the next one to be allowed to

marry. What fun!

Jonathan Wansey

Simple PC Help.
Technology problems, fixed

• Apple & PC computer support
• Tablet & Smart phone training
• Printers & Internet issues fixed
• Protect your identity online
• One-to-One training
• Smart device set up
• Competitive hardware repairs

01985 330073 & 07979 252573

info@simplepchelp.co.uk
www.simplepchelp.co.uk

When contacting advertisers please 
tell them that you read about them 

in the Parish News! !

RC
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The list is far too long to be included here

but many are recognisable as being

used widely. These include codeine,

diclofenac, ketamine, naproxen, parac-

etamol, sulfamethoxazole and tramadol.

There were 2 pyrethrins which are partic-

ularly worrying as pyrethrum is the knock-

down ingredient in many insecticides. 

When you use a fly spray and flies

die instantly that is the effect of the

pyrethrin! It is clear that while the

sewage treatment works are a source of

many of these chemicals, others such as

insecticides and veterinary products come

from elsewhere. The sewage treatment

works are not capable of fully removing

or even reducing the toxicity of these

complex compounds and were never de-

signed to do so. We do not know what ef-

fect these chemicals have on the life of

the river, but it is fairly safe to speculate

that they are at least partly responsible

for the decline in fly life. We do know

that oestrogens (the pill?) in some rivers

have caused fish to change sex!

I fished on our lakes yesterday, the

levels were excellent and there was

almost no algae on the surface. it was too

hot for successful fishing, but I was

pleased to see what I think was a small

hatch of ephemerides, probably pond

Olives. They were too far away to be

ANGLING NOTES

certain, and I have never seen olives on

our new lake before. We only built the

lake some 25 years ago and so the

invertebrate fauna will evolve over time.

Friends have told me of seeing olives on

our ‘old’ lake which is considerably older,

and also small numbers of mayfly which is

not surprising as the adjacent Test has a

mayfly population. When my companion

cleaned the one rainbow which he had

caught and got it ready for the smokery

he found it full of snails. I had tried a

number of flies but not my snail pattern

which I use often for the wild trout in

South Uist. 

Robin Mulholland

Following pressure from the Wiltshire

Fisheries Association and others to

investigate the decline in insect life, the

environment Agency commissioned

portsmouth University to deploy Chem

Catchers (passive sampling devices sitting

on the gravel at the bottom of the river)

at 6 sites on the river Avon and Wylye

for 2 periods (spring and autumn) of

roughly 4 weeks. Some 60 unique

chemical compounds were detected of

which 13 were plant protection products

including herbicides and fungicides,

47 were pharmaceutical and personal

care products including 10 metabolites,

the product which remains after a

medicine is metabolized by the body.

THATCHCRAFT LIMITED
Ellis Butcher 

Master  Thatcher

Tel: 01985 877122
Mob: 07778 598851

E: ellisbutcher@live.co.uk
www.thatchcraft.co.uk

E.G. MARTIN LTD
WESTBURY (01373)

822784 / 864676

Wylye Valley Personal Trainer
Your Local PT That Comes To You!

Quality Home Fitness Training Guaranteed!

Servicing:
Boyton, Codford, Corton, Heytesbury, Knook, 

Norton Bavant, Sherrington, Stockton, 
Sutton Veny, The Langfords, Tytherington, 

Upton Lovell, Wylye

Mob: 07876461603

Email: steve@aimbodyfitness.com
www.aimbodyfitness.com
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Puppy & Dog Training Classes, 

Behaviour Consultations, Dog

Walking, Dog Sitting & Day Care

Please contact Celia Callan BSc

(Hons) Dip CABC

Tel: 01985 248277      

Mob: 07806779749

abcdogtrainingschool@gmail.com
https://www.abcdogtrainingschool.co.uk

www.doggietraining.co.uk

Professional,
Qualified & Insured Tutor

The editor chose the theme of ‘Strange

Happenings’ for this month’s issue and it

reminded me of this drawing done by

our son when he was at school. I think at

the time they were studying the

Surrealist movement. Surrealists, such as

Dali and Magritte, tried to capture the

‘super-reality’ of dreams….hence the

name of the movement. They felt that

dreams are the expression of the uncon-

scious mind.

I wonder if there could be any

Surrealists amongst our readers. I have

never tried it but I think it would be

fun to start with an everyday object and

let the imagination run riot. So often

those of us who draw are hidebound by

reproducing what is in front of us.

The great advantage of using your

imagination is that no one else knows if it

is ‘right’.

AR

AN ART CHALLENGE

FIVe yOUNG MeN IN A VAN by

Nicholas O Williams.

In 1965, some young and intrepid would-be

soldiers at Sandhurst decided to set them-

selves an almost impossible task. 

Nicholas Williams recalls their

adventures in this book. He, with four

fellow students, in their long summer

holiday, set out to reach the Alamut

Fortress up a very remote mountain in Iran.

Much is made of their trusty (or more often

untrusty) van, named Blanche. 

Vivid descriptions of the journey

through europe and across Turkey give us

an entertaining glimpse into a time of

daring- do! Though an accident with

Blanche and injuries to some of the crew

scuppers more activities, they reached the

Fortress, passing Mount Ararat on the way,

and returning to safety, for treatment and

finally home, with the pride of success.

Sixty years later the adventures

have been written down to be enjoyed in

comfort! C E H

B O O K  R E V I E W

When contacting advertisers please 
tell them that you read about them 

in the Parish News! !
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V I L L AG E  N E W S

cODFOrD Key cOMMUNIty eVeNtS DUrING OctOber   

1st Local history society talk ‘The battle of Jutland’ by rodney Atwood 

Village Hall 7.30pm 

2nd Film night at Woolstore theatre, Open from 7pm

3rd The Mobile police Station will be in Codford; at Village hall in the 

morning and at New road Service station in the afternoon.

6th park run at Village Hall grounds - 10am

‘Jazz rocks’ – classic songs Jazz /swing style with Jane Bennett 

at Codford Tea rooms, 1.30pm -2.30pm 

9th Ladies Circle meeting at Village hall - 3pm

13th Codford’s Harvest festival at St Mary’s church at 11am

14th parish council meeting -7.30pm

16th Gardening club meeting and talk 

‘The Newt: A journey spanning three hundred years’ by Arthur Cole -7pm

17th- 19th The Commandery players present ‘Measure for measure’

at Woolstore theatre, open from 7pm

20th Woolstore theatre bar, open 12 - 2pm

Arts and crafts market at Gingery piggery Boyton, 10am - 2pm

Apple juicing at Village hall, 10am - 2pm  

WeeKLy eVeNtS At 

cODFOrD VILLAGe HALL 

tUeSDAy

Pilates: 5pm – 6pm (rosie poolman –

07760 496291 / 01985 211431)

Short mat bowls: 7pm – 9pm

WeDNeSDAy

Pilates: 9.30am – 10.30am

choir: 1pm – 3pm 

Fit club: 6pm – 7pm

tHUrSDAy

community café: 9.30am - 11.30am

Happy hearts (circuit based exercise

session for those suffering from effects

of heart & respiratory disorders) 4pm –

5pm

clubercise: 6.30pm – 7.30pm

badminton: 8pm – 9.30pm

DAFFODIL PLANtING
After that year’s successful daffodil plant-
ing in Codford, we’re planning more this
year. To contribute or help with planting
please contact Kevin Dorrington on
07780578717.

cODFOrD’S NeW cOMMUNIty WebSIte
It is coming along nicely. We’ve already
built most of the site and will complete
the build and carry out some initial testing
by end of September. We then plan to
launch it in early October. If you would like
to advertise any local events, provide any
articles or notify us of any new announce-
ments, please contact us on our new email
address codfordcommunity@gmail.com

FOND tHANKS 

tO A cODFOrD LeGeND

Those who knew Karen Johnstone know

just how much we will miss her as a

friend. Do Codford, Upton Lovell and

surrounding villages realise what she did

for us all? When Karen, Ken, peverill and

ewart came to Codford it wasn’t long

before Karen became totally immersed in

village life

From 1979 she edited, typed and,

on an old Gestetner machine, printed the

Ashton Gifford News which was delivered

in Codford and Upton Lovell initially. She

continued to edit it and produce it with a

professional printer until her departure

from Codford in 2024.

There was a small Gardening Club

when Karen took over as Secretary in

1984. From then on it grew and prospered

taking in all the surrounding villages and

out to Warminster. She organised the

speakers and outings, all of which she had

researched.

Coming from an acting back-

ground, she rescued a limping Woolstore

Theatre in 1980, producing and acting in

some 70 productions until 2016 and then

continuing to arrange theatre outings.

She has left a huge gap in all our

lives. We wish her well in Oxfordshire

where she is close to peverill and has

more time for her grandchildren and

whatever she chooses to do.

Jane Collins

07931 766553

Gloriousfood.uk

Glorious Food
Home-made food for 

all occasions 
Dinners, lunches, funeral teas  

Canapé parties  
Please email or ring if you’d like 
to discuss a forthcoming event  

Melanie Lee  
07790 082162 

melcooking@hotmail.com
find me on Instagram - melsgloriousfood

JEREMY COLTMAN 
WEALTH MANAGEMENT

If you would like a free no obligation initial review meeting, then please contact me

M:07976 398 194 E:jeremy.coltman@sjpp.co.uk www.jeremycoltmanwm.co.uk

I recognise that talking about money 

and finances is personal – sometimes 

sensitive. 

So, it’s reassuring to know that there’s

someone on hand who can help you 

address your needs, understand your 

goals, and realise your dreams.

I offer a friendly and approachable service,

backed by the strength and security of FTSE

100 company, St. James’s Place Wealth 

Management; and being local means I am 

here to help whenever you need me. 

I can help you with investments, retirement,

life assurance and estate planning. 

teNNIS cLUb
curry and Quiz night is back

This regular event in the early winter
calendar is on Friday 15th November. Join
us for an evening of fun questions, banter,
great company, delicious curries and a new
quiz master. See you there! 

cODFOrD PArISH cOUNcIL
The latest minutes are displayed on this
website: Codfordpc.org.uk

KTV Systems
TV aerials, satellite TV and 

CCTV installations and repairs.

info@ktvsystems.co.uk

07825 812955 or 220247
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V I L L AG E  N E W S

SHerrINGtON OctOber

Walking through long dry grass this

summer, suddenly a grasshopper pings off;

I had not seen one for ages, sometimes

though at Tilshead.

However, the memory book fell

open at pages of summer when I was small.

I lived in yorkshire, and it was my delight

to spend weeks of summer at my uncle’s

farm at Norton Bavant. He was a dairy

farmer of some note having the Norvant

herd of British Friesians. My favourite room

at South Farm was at the end of the

flagged passage and it smelt of old books

and woodsmoke. One shelf

was filled with books,

a long line of British Friesian

Herd Books and there

all the calves would be

entered, their marks were

sketched into a special note

book with their names

(I remember Norvant Dash

and Norvant Damsel, so

many more) and they would

be sent off for inclusion.

That same room opened out

onto what was the glorious

tangle of the orchard. One

tree I remember was a

Beauty of Bath producing small intensely

red apples and there in the warm grass

were the grasshoppers! I would try and

catch them and marvelled at the

trajectory when they launched from my

cupped hands.

My Uncle had retired work horses,

punch, Sailor and Kitty, then superseded by

tractors (the orange Allis Chalmers, the

grey Fordson). In those days before I could

ride, I was desperate to get on a horse and

it was Kitty who drew the short straw. In

an outhouse I spied a huge old saddle, a

stranger to saddle soap and I fussed and

pleaded until it was dragged down onto old

Kitty’s back. What was used as a bridle I

can’t remember. Kitty was roused from her

snores and would lumber round the

paddock, and I ducked under the branches

of the walnut tree.

The family at the Manor then were

the Whitbreads, I can remember the lady

of the manor hacking past on an immacu-

late horse, daughter on equally smart

pony. They must have been so amused to

see a skinny little girl, huge bow of ribbon

in her hair, in shorts and sandals atop old

Kitty who must have been 17hh. All those

memories triggered by a grasshopper!

In Sherrington the churchyard has

had its mow for autumn. In early summer

there were more orchids than usual, lady’s

bed straw, clover and some wonderful

grasses, of course all rather ragged by

summers end. The aggressive brambles

have once again taken over the banks of

the cress beds despite the great efforts of

volunteers in spring. Welcome colour is

provided by purple loosestrife on the banks

and on the island.

The swallows are now mustering to

fly south, safe journeys.

We are all now aware that the

Council in its wisdom is not now going to

repair the Footbridge until next year.

I wonder when next year! In addition, the

existing structure will be removed to avoid

winter flooding. No comment necessary.

BL

HeyteSbUry NeWS

It was a busy August in Heytesbury with the

usual Saturday market in the church

boosted by Karen riggs’ market on the 1st

Saturday. Thanks to generosity of richard

and Tanya at the red Lion, villagers and

people from further afield were able to

enjoy party at the pub on the 25th August.

The Warminster Brass Band

heralded the start of the party which

included vintage cars, cream teas, home

grown vegetables, games of skill, various

children’s activities and numerous stalls

under the marquee. 

Over 200 people enjoyed an

amazing  performance by the world

renown Kufstein Choir from Austria in

Heytesbury church on August 30th.

Dressed in traditional costumes, their 40

voices, directed by Drummond Walker,

entertained the audience with classical as

well as lively Austrian folk songs and an

encore from the Sound of Music. The

evening’s entertainment continued at the

red Lion where beer quenched their

thirsty voices, and more songs were sung.

Thanks to the efforts of the Friends of

Heytesbury, Knook and Tytherington

churches and Legh Walker, a considerable

sum was raised to help with the restoration

of our three churches. 

At the end of the month,

Heytesbury Church received a substantial

grant from the National Churches Trust

which along with a grant from the Friends

of H, K and T churches will help to fund the

final phase of the surface water drains

project. Tina Sitwell

reFUrBISHMeNT

A refurbished and very smart noticeboard

for Heytesbury Church may be seen on

the High Street, in memory of Barnabas

Wilson, late of St. John's Hospital, through

the generosity of Alex Wilson. It was

refurbished by Andrew Kennedy, to whom

we owe our thanks. RH
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WORSHIP in the UPPER WYLYE VALLEY   OCTOBER 2024 

Wedding

Congratulations to

ellie Ghafiri and charles Hutchinson

17th August at Sutton Veny

Olivia Phillips and Grady Dufosee

25th August at Sutton Veny

Katie Harris and Adam Flint

7th September at Boyton  

May they have many 
happy years of married life together

bAPtISM

We welcome into the Christian Church

Flynn Arthur Dufosee and 

Sylvie belle Dufosee 

25th August at Sutton Veny

May they grow in the Christian Faith

OLD FrIeNDS reMeMbereD

Our sympathy and love go to all those
who mourn the passing of

Dot Newman of Heytesbury

Geoffrey Maslen of Heytesbury

Keith Stokes of Heytesbury

Martin collier of Sutton Veny

May they rest in the peace 
and light of Christ

Please contact the Ministry Team to make
arrangements for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals,
Confirmation preparation or Service of Prayer 

and Dedication after a Civil Marriage. The clergy
will officiate at any crematorium service.

6 0CTOBER Sutton Veny 9.30am Harvest Festival

Trinity 19 Heytesbury 9.30am Parish Communion choir

St Francis Codford St Peter 11.00am Sunday Worship

Upton Lovell 5.00pm Harvest Festival

13 October Tytherington 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)

Trinity 20 Upton Lovell 9.30am Parish Communion choir

Heytesbury 11.00am Sunday Worship

Codford St Mary 11.00am Harvest Festival

20 October Boyton 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)

Trinity 21 Codford St Peter 9.30am Parish Communion

Norton Bavant 11.00am Matins choir

Tytherington 9.30am Harvest Festival

27 October Sutton Veny 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)

Last Sunday Codford St Mary 9.30am Morning Prayer on Sunday

after Trinity Knook 11.00am Harvest Parish Communion choir

Heytesbury 6.00pm Evensong (BCP)

LOVING OUR NEIGHBOUR AS CHRIST LOVES US
Do you need some support? If you would like a chat,
prayers, spiritual, pastoral or  practical support and

help, please do call someone from the numbers below 

TEAM RECTOR Vacancy
upperwylyevalleyteam@gmail.com    840081

MINISTRY TEAM
Team Vicar Vacancy
Ordained Minister with Permission to Officiate
The Revd Jonathan Hiscox (day off Friday) 840966

jonathan.hiscox@btinternet.com 851250
Licensed Lay Minister
Katherine Venning LLM 840283

katherine.venning@gmail.com
CONTACTS FOR OUR CHURCHES
Boyton & Corton Susanna Maitland 851191 
Codford St Mary David Shaw 850372

07899 906371
Codford St Peter Alasdair McGregor 850073
Heytesbury Tina Sitwell 840556 
Knook Robert Pottow 850285
Norton Bavant John Acworth 840134

Edward Moore 840420 
Sherrington Richard Morris 07555425110
Sutton Veny Richard Jackman 840899

Sandy Barton 07769 781392
/841157

Tytherington Caroline Lester-Card 07787556505
Upton Lovell Gilly Cumming 850834
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS
Codford Henry Collins 850193 
Norton Bavant Didee Acworth 840134 
Heytesbury: Alison Tebbs 841192
Sutton Veny Richard Jackman 840899
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER    Kim Sutton         

suttonkimh@gmail.com
BELL RINGERS Nick Claypoole 850724
PARISH CHOIR Katherine Venning 840283

HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY

Administrator  Paul Budd 

01985 840441

ST GEORGE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

31 Boreham Road, Warminster  BA12 9JP

CONTACT

01985 212329



U S E F U L  C O N TAC T  N U M B E R S  Please telephone 840283 for any changes.

WOOLSTORE THEATRE 
    Bookings: Angus Bramwell         01722 743459
     angus.bramwell@googlemail.com
    Codford Post Office          850345
CODFORD AND DISTRICT GARDENING
CLUB
    J Claypoole                               850724
CODFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
    Sir William Mahon 850586 
     Sally Thomson 850339
CODFORD LADIES CIRCLE
     Jenny Hunt 850280
PARISH WEBSITES
Team www.upperwylyevalleyteam.com
Webmaster admin@newvalleywebdesign.com
Heytesbury www.heytesburyparish.co.uk
Norton Bavant www.nortonbavant.co.uk
Sutton Veny www.suttonveny.co.uk
SPORTS CLUBS 
Badminton (Codford)
     Dominique Beagley                    850952
Cricket (Heytesbury & Sutton Veny) 
     Chair: Justin Wagstaff                    840782
     Secretary: Robert Robson
Football Club (Heytesbury and Codford)
     Martyn Spratt         07790 728197
Tennis (Codford) 
     Chair: Vincie Abbott                   850239 
     Secretary: Jeremy Coltman       07976 398194
STARQUEST 
    Astronomy Club: Pete Lee        840093
SUTTON VENY FLOWER SHOW 
     www.suttonvenyflowershow.co.uk
SUTTON VENY NURSING HOME 840224

Area code 01985 unless otherwise stated. 

HEYTESBURY, HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN 
Administrator                                        840441
DOCTORS’ SURGERY CODFORD 850298
CODFORD POST OFFICE (Budgens) 850345
HEYTESBURY POST OFFICE      840914
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
Codford Mike Davidson               850549
Corton John Rigby 850303
Heytesbury Peter Andrews                840517
Norton Bavant John Acworth                 840134
Sherrington Nigel Lewis 850496
Sutton Veny Peter Strangeways 840403
PRE-SCHOOL AND CHILDCARE GROUPS
    Codford Caterpillars 
     Kim West                    851030
     Heytesbury Hedgehogs
     Annette Pulvertaft                 840798
    Wylye Coyotes Afterschool Club 851713

     info@wylyecoyotes.com  
     or 07805 515863
PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
Codford, Wylye Valley
     Head: Robert Barnes                    850461
Heytesbury
     Head: Ms Laura Williamson       840429
Sutton Veny
     Head : Adam Lewis 840428
     www.suttonveny.wilts.sch.uk
VILLAGE HALLS
Codford Secretary: Karungi Grant 850523
     karungi.grant.cvh@codfordvillage.org.uk 
     Bookings: 
     Katie Detheridge        07748 471112
     bookings.cvh@codfordvillage.org.uk
Corton Fane Hall 
     Bookings: Tina Kerr 850373
Sutton Veny Chair: Alan Russell   840 883
     Newsletter: Richard Jackman              840899
     svvhnewsletter@gmail.com 
     Bookings: Gay Woods                     840057
     svvhbookings808@gmail.com
Upton Lovell Bookings: Ros Coombs 851277

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT      
    Dr Andrew Murrison MP          01225 358584
CITIZENS ADVICE 0800 144 8848
    citizensadvicewiltshire.org.uk/get-advice
NATIONAL DEBT LINE             0800 8084000
AGE UK 0300 3031234
SIMPLE ENERGY ADVICE LINE 0800 444202
CRIME STOPPERS 0808 1689111
MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS LINE 0800 953 0110
ENERGY SAVING TRUST
    energysavingtrust.org.uk
WILTSHIRE COUNCIL 0300 456 0100
customerservices@wiltshire.gov.uk for help with
council tax, financial support, welfare provision,
free school meals and childcare, help in a crisis.
WILTSHIRE UNITARY COUNCILLORS 
    Andrew Davis                                      217431
     Christopher Newbury 01373 822508
     Bill Parks                                 07484 826540
POLICE: Warminster Neighbourhood Team 
     Warminster Police Station 01722 547175
     PC 2342 Helen Daveridge
     PCSO 70901 Lukasz Kolasinski 07471029004
     lukasz.kolasinski@wiltshire.police.uk 
     Warminster Rural Beat

Community Police (non-emergency) 101
PARISH COUNCILS
Boyton/Corton 
     Chair: Caroline Wheatley-Hubbard 850208
Codford Chair: Tom Thornton             850560
     Clerk: Karungi Grant 850523
     karungigrant.codfordparish@yahoo.com
Heytesbury Chair: Nicholas Williams 07799 300778
     Clerk: John Cap 01985 217144
Sutton Veny Chair: Carol Morris     840140
     Clerk: Heather Parks FSLCC       07970780424
Upton Lovell Chair: Steve Boxall             851171
     Clerk: Nicola Duke 01373 864127
     clerk@uptonlovell.org.uk
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Codford and District Branch: 
     Col Nick Quarrelle 851149

“
“Should we discuss this?”

The Parish News of Upper Wylye is available on the team website, upperwylyevalleyteam.com/team/parish-news/. 
When contacting advertisers, please tell them that you read about them in The Upper Wylye Parish News.

GM


