Safeguarding Talk - 17" November 2024

Good morning

| would like to open with a prayer by Thomas Ken

May the doors of our church we wide enough to receive all who come
seeking God and fellowship

May the doors of our Church be narrow enough to shut out pettiness, pride,
envy and enmity

May the threshold of our church be no stumbling block to young or frail feet

May the threshold of our church be too high to admit complacency and
self-seeking

May our church be, for all who enter, A SAFE place and the doorway to a
richer life in Christ.

AMEN

This Sunday has been dedicated nationwide to the theme of safeguarding.
Well what a week to cover safeguarding! With the John Smyth case which
came into the press this week, it highlights the need for safeguarding within
any setting but in particular the Church, but more of that later.

When | was offered the talk slot of the service in my role as Benefice
safeguarding officer, my initial reaction was how to best use this time
without making it a training session. There is a theme to the day each year,
last year it was Breaking the Silence, this year’s theme is “Let’s talk about
it” so let’s do just that.

With 1in 5 people having experienced abuse before the age of 16, itis very
likely that we all know someone who could have benefitted from
safeguarding in the past. They may never have told anyone about what
happened to them. Safeguarding is an important part of the Christian
message of justice and hope but it’s not always an easy thing to talk about.



The vision for safeguarding at a national level was set out by the Church of
England National Safeguarding team that

“Safeguarding, rather than being on the periphery, becomes part of the
DNA of the Church, it’s mission and its theology. Safeguarding is everyone’s
responsibility.”

So, what is safeguarding? We all know; it’s about protecting ourselves and
others from harm. | have heard it said it is just risk assessing. Tell that to the
20 years of victims of Bishop Peter Ball who was convicted in 2015 of
misconduct and indecent assaults against teenagers and young men. It
took 20 years before these abused youngsters were heard because people
could not believe a bishop would do such a thing.

Sadly, it is with shame that we acknowledge the Church has not always
been as quick to respond as it should and there have been many high-
profile safeguarding cases nationally. It is easy to think it doesn’t apply to
us here in this beautiful part of the world. However, if you have read the 253
page Keith Makin review regarding John Smyth you will see many of these
young people who were abused were from Winchester College and the
Iwerne Trust camps were 17 miles away at Claysmore School - within this
diocese. There is evidence that John Smyth’s abuses were known about as
early as Spring 1981and evidence of concerns about him by the college and
others earlier than that.

John Smyth was a busy QC, he had strong associations with the Church of
England. He was a Lay reader and a regular preacher. He was an abuser
hiding in plain sight. The grooming of boys started early on, in 1974 or could
have been even earlier. He continued to abuse until his death in 2018. In
the early years of his abusing the young people the lack of safeguarding
training, systems and not sharing concerns, combined knowledge and
information consequently therefore the opportunity that may have
indicated greater cumulative concerns was missed. Further harm and
abuse could have been prevented.



There are many cases | could quote, one was of a young man who started
coming to a church, he was warmly welcomed and subsequently
encouraged to get involved in the Church life. Everyone liked him. He
befriended a lonely, elderly member of the congregation, bringing her to
Church, visiting her in her home. Sadly, he preyed on vulnerable people and
was not the upright kind person he portrayed.

So, what does the Bible say about Safeguarding? Woven throughout
Christian scripture the Holy Trinity commends to God’s people God’s
special concern, widows, orphans and strangers.

There are more direct and indirect references to helping vulnerable groups
than there are to tithing, communion and baptism. In fact, there are over
2000 references to matters of justice and injustice in the Bible; of which the
principles of safeguarding are included.

Care for those in distress is included in the Mosaic law in the Old
Testament Exodus Chapter 22 verses 21-22 and in the New Testament we
are called to protect the weak, as in James chapter 1 verse 27 It says,
Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look
after orphans and widows in their distress and keep oneself from being
polluted by the world.

These verses specifically talk about caring for and supporting vulnerable
people. Ensuring we have good safeguarding practices and training in place
enables us to do this and is an important way we can demonstrate our faith
to others.

In Isaiah 58 we are told; Genuine fasting involves sharing food with the
hungry and acceptable worship has to include providing shelter for the
wanderer.

As we heard in the reading this morning — even more starkly, in Jesus’
parable of the sheep and goats, hospitality towards the vulnerable is the
signifier of being saved — Matthew 25 v 31-46 which is often known as the
Judgement of the nations.



So SAFEGUARDING IS AT THE VERY HEART OF SCRIPTURE!
in John chapter 4 verses 1-40

In the encounter of Jesus and the Woman at the well, which according to
John was one of the earliest in Jesus 3-year ministry, there is much we can
learn about our approach to safeguarding.

Jesus demonstrated empathy and compassion and turned his encounter
into an empowering experience. He showed no prejudice or judgment but
offered kindness and love.

In Proverbs 31 v 8 it says, ‘speak out on behalf of the voiceless, and for the
rights of all who are vulnerable’.

We are called to follow Jesus’ example of servant leadership in Luke 22
V26,

And pursue God’s heart for justice for all as in Micah 6 v 8

In the Psalm reading this morning we were given the image of a God who is
a place of safety. The Psalm uses a metaphor of a castle or fortress to help
us understand what it is like. In ancient times, during conflict, people
would make for the high places, behind thick and sturdy walls they would
find protection. Without these safe boundaries people would be at risk. So,
it is with safeguarding. In our churches and across society, time, effort,
training and commitment are needed to maintain proper boundaries that
protect people and ensure they are kept safe from harm.

In putting these things in place, we are following God’s example of being a
safe place for all.

There is simply no place for abuse of any kind in our churches

With over 2000 references to the principles of safeguarding in our Bible
we need to make -

“Safeguarding, rather than being on the periphery, become part of the DNA
of the Church, it’s mission and its theology.

After all Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.”

(and the training is only 2 hours maximum and covers 3 years!)



If you have been affected by anything in this talk, or it has triggered
something for you, please take time to talk to one of us about it.

Let us close with a prayer

Help us be a Church that loves, welcomes, protects,
listens, learns, serves

repents, restores, transforms,

values, cares, believes

God of Justice and compassion, hear our prayer
Help us, heal us, guide us, we pray in Jesus’ name.

AMEN



