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ediTorial

as you will be aware we had a slight

technical problem last month, where

headings were missed from pages.

Contrary to popular belief this was not an

april fool, but a technical problem at the

printers. these things happen and it has

been rectified as you can see in this

publication. i have nothing but praise for

our printers, i think they do a fantastic job

with the material we send them.   Editor

FriendS 
oF ST PeTer’S ChurCh

the agm will take place on monday

19th may at 6.30pm in the church.

refreshments will be served afterwards

and all are welcome.

FILmS aT THE WOOLSTORE
Wednesday 2 april at 19.30

a COmPLETE UNKNOWN

timothe ́e Chalamet stars and sings as Bob

Dylan in the true story behind the rise of

one of the most iconic singer-songwriters

in history. 

T H E  D I A RY

PARISH NEWS
Editor Robin Culver

robinwculver@mac.com
Chairman David Shaw 850372

danddshaw@btinternet.com

ADVERTISING AND EDITORIAL
The Parish News, which is not for profit, relies on and is
very grateful to all advertisers without whom the
magazine could not be produced. Prospective advertisers
should contact Simon Guerri- Fear (see details below).
However the Parish News does not endorse any of the
products or services advertised and takes no
responsibility for any disappointment, accident or injury,
howsoever caused, resulting from purchase or
involvement. We welcome contributions on any subject
but reserve the right to edit to fit. Opinions expressed in
material from contributors are for readers to appreciate
and are not necessarily endorsed by the editorial team.

All editorial copy should be sent to the Editor
robinwculver@mac.com by 10th of previous month.
Advertising contact Simon Guerri- Fear
pnadvertising@outlook.com
Marketplace contact Katherine Venning 840283
katherine.venning@gmail.com

Printing by Footfall Direct 01225 706058
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mEN'S FELLOWSHIP 
BREaKFaSTS

the final breakfast of this

season was held at the

george in Longbridge Deverill on 7th april.

the speaker, Dr John harris, sent break-

fasters on their way both wiser and with

their curiosity pricked about the Quaker

faith. John’s background in education

through a 30 year career at Bath Univer-

sity shone through, providing a fascinating

insight into the origins of the religious

society of Friends, as the Quakers are

more formally known, and their modern

practices. Founded by george Fox in the

1600s during england’s time without a

monarch when Diggers, ranters and

seekers were all looking for alternatives

to established religious structures, break-

fasters learned that the success of the

Quaker movement was in major part down

to the organisational skills of george Fox’s

wife, margaret,  complementing his vision

for a faith based on silent worship, spoken

ministry and collective experience that

constantly seeks to find ‘that of god’ in

everyone. 

John asked if the speaker’s

nominated charity could be a local one.

Cornerstone in Warminster was suggested

and £90 was raised.

the breakfasts will resume on 6th

october when local archaeologist mike

allen, who has previously intrigued his

audience at a breakfast with his explana-

tion of how analysis of land snails can be

a powerful tool in interpreting human

activity in the past, returns to the

speaker’s table. if you’re interested in

attending the breakfasts why not mark

this date and the subsequent first mondays

of the month through to april 2026 in your

diary? 

WORLD LaByRINTH Day

on the first saturday in may World

Labyrinth Day invites people around the

world to ‘Walk as one at 1’ by walking a

labyrinth at 1.00pm local time to help cre-

ate a rolling wave of peaceful energy pass-

ing from one time zone to another. What a

wonderful idea! all you need to do is to

find your nearest labyrinth. st John’s

Church in sutton Veny can solve that prob-

lem for you with its mown labyrinth that

has been in place in the churchyard exten-

sion since 2014. now listed on the World-

Wide Labyrinth Locator website, perhaps

this year there might be more than just the

Churchwarden being the only one to Walk

at one.

Salisbury Cathedral 
13-18 May 2025

‘The Spirit of Water’
Flower Festival 

experience the sight and scent of

more than thirty thousand blooms in

stunning Floral displays.

For more information including ticket

prices visit salisbury cathedral.co.uk

Kindly sponsored by 

south Western railway with support

from parker Bullen 

The BoyTon and CorTon
ChurCh FeTe 2025

Sunday 15th June 
at 2.30pm 

School Field, Corton

signposted Free entry anD parKing 

Lots of stalls and attractions

Warminster Brass Band, Cream teas, 

Bar, pulled pork rolls

the legendary Corton Crate raffle

&

FaTHERS Day TUG of WaR

&

THE FUN DOG SHOW!

Dog show sponsored by 

Baber animal Feeds, Warminster

Show starts 3.30pm

register from 2.30. 1£ per class

all proceeds to the Church and Fane hall

registered Charity no. 305470

Monday 5 May 2-6 p.m.
THE RED LION HEYTESBURY

Cream teas and more
Entertainment from 
Sticky Toffee Jazz

Entrance by donation
Please join us to support Heytesbury Social

WyLyE VaLLEy aRT TRaIL

the Wylye Valley art trail, which is held

every two years, is running again this year

from saturday 3rd may – sunday 11th may.

there will be 82 venues in the area, from

Coulston in the north to Donhead

st andrew in the south and free brochures

are available in many places throughout

the region; these will help you plan your

‘trail’ or visit accordingly. Look for the

yellow signs as you near each venue.

there will be several venues in the

Wylye Valley itself and one in particular

will be in the edward’s room (the small

hall) at Codford Village hall, where local

artists hilary Jackson (Warminster),

Janet Keates (Corton) and sally thomson

(Codford) will be exhibiting their

paintings. opening hours will be from

10.30 -17.30 each day. please visit us; we

shall be delighted to see you.



may 2025 will be a time of reflection and

recollection, as we commemorate the end

of the second World War in europe 80

years ago on Ve Day – the 8th may 1945. 

          i find myself thinking about the

veterans of World War two, some i had the

privilege of meeting as a doctor, often

towards the end of their lives. i was deeply

touched by the way they talked to me

about their experiences of war, never

boastful, always thinking about the

sacrifice that people they knew had made,

but downplaying the sacrifices that they

themselves had made in the course of their

service to our country.

          Christians have just celebrated

easter – the remembrance of the sacrifice

that Jesus made on the cross with his

suffering and his death. Followed by his

rising from the dead three days later. 

          it’s a very powerful message, some-

thing that transforms the lives of people

who are Christians. Jesus gives his life for

us on the cross. he promises that death is

not the end, and that we can look forward

to life after death, and reunion with those

we have loved here on earth. his sacrifice

changes everything. 

          many of those caught up in the war

were Christians, and their faith was often

expressed by their own personal sacrifices.

some made the ultimate sacrifice by losing

their lives, others performed acts of

courage and selflessness to save the lives

of others, even if it meant putting them-

selves in danger. there was much suffering

and sacrifice on the home Front as well. 

          there are innumerable stories of

the sacrifices people made during the War

– stories we heard from family and friends

which we will never forget – even if they

are no longer with us.

          Let me share with you the story

of a non-combatant, a priest called

maximillian Kolbe. he rejected the chance

to sign the nazi’s ‘Volkliste’ which would

have given him protection as a ‘german-

ised person’, but instead worked in a

monastery where he ran a shelter for

refugees, including Jews, who were

being persecuted by the germans, forced

from their homes and rounded up for

imprisonment. in 1941 he was arrested by

the gestapo and sent to auschwitz

concentration camp. 

          Continuing to work as a priest, he

was regularly beaten by the guards. after

another prisoner escaped from the camp,

the ss Commander decided to pick ten

men to be starved to death in an under-

ground bunker, to act as a deterrent

against further escape attempts. When

one of the men selected cried out “my

wife, my children”, the priest came for-

ward and took his place. maximillian Kolbe

stayed and prayed with this group of men

until they all died, Kolbe last of all, and

then only when the guards injected him

with a toxic substance. 
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THE UPPER WYLYE VALLEY TEAM            

our vision is to be open, welcoming, growing and inclusive churches, 

living within the love of god, and sharing god's love and life with others.

upperwylyevalleyteam.com

miniSTry leTTer  

Darren Ashley
Gardening and Handyman 

Grass cutting   Lawn laying
Orchard and riverbank mowing 

Fixing, repairing gates 
and fencing 

Hedge cutting and tree work 
Free quotations   Fully insured

no job too small

01985 300 225

07910 462 632

          one story among so many, just one

example of how Christians, following Jesus

example, play their part in making god’s

presence visible amongst the violence and

chaos humankind inflicts on itself in brutal

and senseless conflicts. 

          so perhaps this may you might

recall some of the stories you have heard,

and reflect on what sacrifice means to

you.    Revd Ian Mack

ThoughT For The monTh

then the eleven disciples went to galilee,

to the mountain where Jesus had told

them to go. When they saw him, they

worshipped him; but some doubted.

then Jesus came to them and said, “all

authority in heaven and on earth has been

given to me. therefore, go and make

disciples of all nations, baptising them in

the name of the Father and of the son and

of the holy spirit, and teaching them to

obey everything i have commanded you.

and surely, i am with you always, to the

very end of the age.”    

matthew 28 v16ff  RH



text was transcribed by various scribes

in different countries and therefore

lacked uniformity regarding the church

practices. it generally existed in numer-

ous volumes as opposed to one distinct

volume which contained both the old and

new testament. 

Charlemagne wanted the Bible to

be available to parish priests rather than

held within the confines of a monastery.

he had very little faith in the ability of

parish priests as they were often ignorant

of the basic church service. Charlemagne

recognising the importance of literacy,

supported alcuin’s efforts to develop the

Carolingian minuscule script with its

rounded glyphs and distinct letterforms,

leading to features like word spacing,

punctuation and the introduction of

lower-case letters. all these changes

made the text more legible and, there-

fore, easier for priests to read. he also

produced little books for the parish

priests which had the basics of Christian

doctrine – the Lord’s prayer, the Creed

and key passages from scripture. 

alcuin, a scholar and clergyman from

york in the Court of Charlemagne

towards the end of February, i managed

to visit a most amazing exhibition, the

silk roads, at the British museum. it was

a mind-boggling exhibition which traced

the journeys of the travellers on the silk

roads that traversed asia, indonesia,

europe and africa carrying a huge variety

of goods as well as spreading ideas and

various religions (Zoroastrian, Judaism,

hindu, islam and Christianity). as i

followed the route through europe, i

became fascinated by Charlemagne (748-

814aD). he conquered most of europe by

the sword but, as a Christian, he felt it

was important to spread Christianity and

knowledge throughout his empire. With a

vast empire consisting of many diverse

people, he also saw Christianity as a

binding force. 

in 781 in parma, he was introduced

to alcuin, a scholar from the Cathedral in

york, who was returning from rome, and

invited him to join his court at aachen

along with other scholars from europe to

develop a centre of learning. years later,

he sent alcuin as abbot to marmoutier

abbey in tours where he set him the task

of amending the Latin Vulgate, the 4th

century Latin translation of the Bible by

st Jerome. over the years, the Vulgate
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a Different Rhythm of Worship each

month on the 2nd Sunday at 9.30 in

Upton Lovell

our Celtic morning prayer service is rooted

in the worship traditions of early Celtic

Christian communities, such as those in

northumbria and iona. these communities

embraced a rhythm of prayer and reflec-

tion, seeking god’s presence in everyday

life and setting aside moments of stillness

to listen for his voice. their worship

combined structure with space for deep

reflection, balancing set prayers with

opportunities for quiet waiting on god.

          our service follows this tradition,

using elements of the northumbria Com-

munity’s morning prayer, including their

responsive prayers and liturgy. While it

shares similarities with traditional angli-

can worship, it also incorporates extended

periods of silence and a slower, more med-

itative rhythm. after scripture readings

and reflections, we pause to sit with god’s

word, allowing time for it to settle in our

hearts. instead of hymns, we use taizé

chants—simple, repetitive songs that can

be sung or listened to as a form of prayer.

through candle lighting, communal

prayers, and moments of stillness, this

service offers a sacred space to step away

from the busyness of life and rest in god’s

presence. it blends ancient traditions with

a contemplative approach, inviting us to

encounter god not just through spoken

prayers and liturgy, but through listening,

reflection, and stillness.

Gill Boxall

CELTIC MORNING PRAYER

alcuin’s new one-volume Bible had 450

leaves (pages) unlike other Bibles which

were in several volumes or, if in one

volume, was very big. For example, the

Codex amiatinus (the Jarrow Codex), a

single Bible from northumbria, was writ-

ten on 1,030 leaves and weighed 75lbs!

it is not known how many Bibles were

produced at tours, but the great accom-

plishment was the spread of the Bible to

the countryside beyond the confines of

the monasteries. nearing the end of

his life, alcuin presented a Bible to

Charlemagne at st peter’s Basilica in

rome on Christmas Day 800aD when

Charlemagne was crowned holy roman

emperor by pope Leo iii.

Tina Sitwell 

The Healing Touch – Reiki  Healing

Reiki, chakra balancing & intuitive energy healing

~

Sessions in Crockerton | 075840 89340

hello@thehealingtouch.net

www.thehealingtouch.net

THE BIBLE AS WE KNOW IT

Jeremy Coltman Wealth Management is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the group’s wealth management products and services, more details of which are set out on the group’s website
www.sjp.co.uk/products. The ‘St. James’s Place Partnership’ and the titles ‘Partner’ and ‘Partner Practice’ are marketing terms used to describe St. James’s Place representatives.

u Life assurance and
critical illness

u Protect your income if ill 
via an Income Protection Plan

If you would like a no obligation initial

consultation, please contact me.

07976 398194 jeremy.coltman@sjpp.co.uk
30a Manor Road, Upton Lovell,
Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 0JW
www.jeremycoltmanwm.co.uk

Jeremy Coltman Wealth Management is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the group’s wealth management products and services, more details of which are set out on the group’s website
www.sjp.co.uk/products. The ‘St. James’s Place Partnership’ and the titles ‘Partner’ and ‘Partner Practice’ are marketing terms used to describe St. James’s Place representatives.

u Investment planning
u Retirement planning
u Inheritance tax planning

Our services include:Jeremy Coltman
Wealth Management

Associate Partner Practice



Page 5

For many of us, one of the joys of summer

in this country is having a barbecue in

our gardens. We enjoy cooking sausages,

burgers and chicken on our barbecues

and inviting friends and family to join us.

But when did this tradition begin?

the word ‘barbecue’, and the

practice of cooking meat over an open

flame, originated with the indigenous

taino people of the Caribbean. they used

a wooden framework called a ‘barbacoa’

for smoking and drying meat. When

spanish explorers arrived in the Caribbean

in the sixteenth century, they adopted the

term ‘barbacoa’ to mean the cooking of

meat outdoors, over a fire fuelled by

wood.

in time, the spanish brought this

concept of ‘barbacoa’ to north america.

initially, the concept of barbecuing

remained the preserve of natives and,

occasionally, slaves. in the mid-18th

century, the indigenous peoples of the

Caribbean and Central america were

looked down upon by colonists and

travellers and the barbecue was consid-

ered a crude method of cooking. however,

it was not long before there were

accounts of wealthy landowners in parts

of america, enjoying barbecues. in fact,

in 1769, george Washington noted in his

diary that he had gone ‘up to Virginia for

a barbecue and stayed all night’. 

DID YOU KNOW?  The history of the Barbecue

the concept of barbecuing meat grew in

popularity in the states and by the mid

20th century, it had become quintessen-

tially ‘american’. this ‘barbecue boom’ of

the 1950s in america began to spread to

many other countries, including the UK,

and has grown hugely over the last forty

years. the growth is attributed to a

variety of factors, including increased

outdoor living, the cost of living crisis

leading to more people cooking at home

and, more recently, the effect of the

pandemic. today, the barbecue is a global

phenomenon, and we cook not just meat,

but also vegetables and fish.

in australia, it is said that the

‘barbie’ dates back 40,000 years.

historically, the aboriginals cooked their

meals outside, thanks to the climate,

which lends itself to eating outdoors. in

south africa, the equivalent to a barbecue

is a ‘braai’, but it is more than just

cooking meat; it is a cultural tradition and

social gathering, often involving friends

and family around a wood fire.

Whether cooking on a traditional

charcoal grill, or more likely a gas-fuelled

machine, i am sure we all enjoy the

concept of cooking and eating outdoors

and the sense of freedom and fun to be

gained from the barbecue. Let’s hope the

weathers behaves.

Jonathan Wansey

THE HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY

Charity No: 200669

THIS ALMSHOUSE

CONTINUE TO PROVIDE

ACCOMMODATION FOR THOSE IN NEED 

IN EITHER SINGLE AND DOUBLE BEDROOM

FLATS OR BUNGALOWS. 

Please contact the Administrator, Paul Budd,

on 01985 840441 

or EMAIL: stjohnshospital2018@outlook.com

for further information 

and to arrange an informal visit. 

More information can be found on our 

website at: www.st-johns-hospital.org.

Gloriousfood.uk

Glorious Food
Home-made food for 

all occasions 
Dinners, lunches, funeral teas  

Canapé parties  
Please email or ring if you’d like 
to discuss a forthcoming event  

Melanie Lee  
07790 082162 

melcooking@hotmail.com
find me on Instagram - melsgloriousfood

WHAT IS THIS?

the answer to last month’s intriguiging

photograph by roger hammond, is..   

a WooDLoUse

above is this month’s photograph

from roger. Do you know what this is?  

please email your answer to the editor -

robinwculver@mac.com
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the ‘Before’ – comfy and warm

the editor has explained why my blog was

beheaded last month (together with some

other authors’ submissions) but mine was

especially annoying as some people were

led to believe it had been written by my

guvnor. regular readers were not misled,

however, as they knew he was not so

erudite, fluent or amusing – so no harm

done.

i am put out this month for an

entirely different reason, and you can

probably see it in my face which shows

exactly what a ‘hang-dog expression’ is,

if you had ever wondered. my lustrous,

warm, comfortable and well worn in

winter coat has gone in favour of the

‘shorn lamb’ look of the newborn, the

puzzled and the cold. i knew it was com-

ing as they kept talking about it but was

surprised at the mistake over timing;

warm enough during the day but bitter

first thing after breakfast and last thing

before bedtime. another month’s grace,

ensuring that a refuge under the barbecue

was available, would have been fine but

there’s no telling what goes through their

minds these days. i think it’s called

human error.

the upside is that i look like a new

dog, half my real age of 12 (or mid-80s in

human years) and this, itself, has its ups

and downs. on the plus side, and as we

enter the tick season, the little parasites

are easier to spot; on the other, i am

expected to be able to jump into the back

of the car. Quite what makes them think

that just because i look like a different

dog means that i am a different dog is

beyond me. 

naturally, all my misgivings about

this grooming session will dissipate

quickly if this glorious early spring morphs

into a cracking summer. While great age

has brought my guvnor experience,

TURBO’S DOG BLOG FOR MID-SPRING

patience and optimism (and he would add

wisdom), it has brought me scepticism,

but which i call realism. this means that

as summer arrives, i expect to be cold for

the next couple of months. it’s a dog’s

life, you know.

the ‘after’ – willing it to grow again

30th May to 1st June 2025
Make memories with us!

VNF is a fun filled Nostalgic weekend of
Live Music, dance,

vintage & antique shopping, classic cars,
automobilia, children’s entertainment,

and so much more!

You simply must not miss it!

1000’s of vintage enthusiasts and classic
car owners will be in attendance

If you enjoy spending time with
family or friends the VN Festival is

the perfect way to unwind…. 
Visitors are encouraged to wear

period attire!

Enter our Best Dressed Competition,
Learn to Jive, swing dance, sample the
finest real Ale from Palmers Brewery!

Relax with a glass of Pimms in our
Vintage 1963 Leyland Titan Double

Decker Bus Bar.
The VNF team have organised a fabulous
line up of live music and dance acts over

the weekend offering Jazz, blues, pop,
Swing, & Rock & Roll from as far back as

the 1920’s rightup to the 1980’s. 
Traditional fun fair and Circus & Messy

art Workshops for the kids!
Bring your dance shoes! Come and enjoy
those balmy summer evenings with us!

TICKETS ARE LIMITED BOOK ONLINE:

vintagenostalgiafestival.co.uk

07931 766553
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in fishing terms the american

signal crayfish has been a less obvious but

almost as important a problem for our

freshwater ecosystems. the crustacean

was imported deliberately by the min. of

ag. as a food source. those responsible

failed to take into account that they carry

a disease to which they are resistant but

which decimated populations of our

native White Clawed crayfish. they also

failed to realise that it is almost

impossible to contain the signal; it can

travel overland and almost all freshwaters

now have populations. it is very difficult

to control as trapping, which takes out

the larger members of the population,

causes the smaller members to thrive. 

We have had them in the Wylye for

more than 20 years and the damage which

they do to the fishery is due to the fact

ANGLING NOTES

that they feed heavily on the fly larvae,

caddis fly in particular. they hibernate in

the winter and will be emerging anytime

soon. they have not become as prolific,

fortunately, in the Wylye as they have in

some rain-fed rivers. i suspect that the

Wylye water temperatures in the summer

are too low, the temperatures in rain-fed

rivers tend to be higher in the summer

than the chalk streams. in addition the

banks are not suitable for them, being too

soft. they like banks where they can

make a cavity; buildings with their feet in

the river are ideal, as in oxford! 

the benefit resulting from their

invasion is that they provide a food source

for otters and herons. Where they are

prolific they can form a very high propor-

tion of an otter’s diet and herons probably

find them easy to catch. this eases the

pressures on the fish populations. those

exotics which arrive in the UK because

they find a niche for themselves are

welcome, in my view. the Collared Dove

and the Little egret are an asset to our

countryside.

Robin Mulholland

What has turned into a dry spring, so far,

has been a great help to anglers. the

rivers are now in good order, high and

clear, for the opening of our trout fishing

season.

the United Kingdom has a poor

history of phytosanitary care and has over

many years, centuries even, imported

numbers of plants, animals and diseases

of both. sometimes this has been

deliberate and frequently accidental and

almost always there has been disastrous

consequences. the most catastrophic in

recent years have been the grey squirrel

which carries a disease which has

decimated our native red squirrels and

which due to its territorial behaviour

damages trees and Dutch elm disease

which has changed the landscape in much

of lowland Britain. 

When contacting advertisers please 
tell them that you read about them 

in the Parish News! !



may will see the first cut of silage,

most probably the first week and as with

other crops this warm, sunny weather is

helping the grass grow thick and fast but

also providing it with lots of nutrition for

the cows through next winter. the quality

of silage grass is paramount to providing

the best possible nutrition for the cows, so

yes, the sunshine is crucial.

a few heifers were let out early

april with the dairy herd going out a week

later. there is always that reluctance from

them at first, leaving the comfort of the

warm, dry barns to head out onto grass and

the open space but within a day or two

they are embracing it, and this year has

been perfect for them. they are more

reluctant when its wet and windy, which

goes back to my point at the start of this

report. We all enjoy the dry weather with

no mud or flooding ‘down on the farm’.

Kit Pottow

sunshine, blue sky and dry conditions.

Believe me i am equally as happy as every

other walker, be it with a dog or not to

have the pleasure of not wading through

mud and water and last week, i even

ditched the boots for trainers, heaven!

on a more serious note, for us this

has been a god send. allowing us to plant

crops such as barley which is a malting

barley and these warm conditions have

been excellent for germination, the beans

have been planted, these will be for our

own   animal fodder, and all this has been

so much easier with the dry conditions.

some say we need rain; at the moment we

are happy enjoying this glorious spell of

weather – long may it last!
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i am typing this with an element of antici-

pation as i await news from outside on how

our tB test is going. always an unnerving

day when its results day. the news so far

when i took breakfast out to the team was

one ir (inconclusive), she will need to be

tested again in 60 days to see if, we pray

it goes clear because if not then we are

‘shut down’ and no cattle can move off the

farm, which scuppers our showing season.

more importantly the upset of potentially

losing an animal and loss of income there

is also the enjoyment and social aspect of

the showing, especially for our son. i will

report the outcome in the next report.

spring has well and truly sprung!

i am sure we are all grateful for the

D OW N  O N  T H E  FA R M

watched colours in succession, first the

whites of snowdrops, then the yellows of

primroses and daffodils, and the

magnolias have managed to avoid the

frost, making their display spectacular

this year. But from now on, after the

tulips, the garden really comes alive with

colour, making it more difficult to see any

order in what comes next as a riot of

plants and colours burst forth, and be-

come a feast for the eyes for the rest of

the summer.

i am delighted to see a such a big

variety of bees in the garden, all zooming

about in their different ways. there is a

small black bee hovering low over the

lawn which must be a miner or mason

bee, it never keeps still enough to get a

proper look. then the wonderful variety

of bumblebees and my favourite of the

moment, the bee-fly. i have seen more of

them this year than ever, they hover over

a plant and have a long proboscis which

dives into their chosen flower before

darting away at high speed to the next

flower. they are all busy pollinating my

plants and a joy to behold.

Ali Tebbs

THOUGHTS FROM MY GARDEN

it is amazing how many times i set off

down the garden to get my tools with gar-

dening gear on, ready to work on a spe-

cific patch, only to be waylaid by

something else that catches my eye, so

never quite succeeding in doing what i

first planned. never mind, it all makes me

happy and does all get done in the end.

recently it was the pond. it had been on

my mind for some time, but the cold

weather was putting me off somewhat. i

needed to get my chest waders on and get

in the pond to remove a lot of roots and

detritus from the bottom to open up the

surface for the waterlilies to flourish a bit

more. it’s done! the newts seem very

happy, we just need a bit more rain to fill

it up naturally with water. my fingers are

stained a dirty colour and my nails look

awful!  

By the time you read this there will

probably have been a lot more rain but

oh, how much we have enjoyed this early

warm weather! We have tried to take

advantage of it and managed breakfast

and lunch in the garden, looking at the

wonderful colours of the tulips and late

daffodils. Up to this month we have

Sarsen Roofing

For all your roofing needs

Family business

No job too big 
or too small

For free quotation contact

Sarsen Roofing

01980 742200
Sarsenroofing@gmail.com

KTV Systems
TV aerials, satellite TV and 

CCTV installations and repairs.

info@ktvsystems.co.uk

07825 812955 or 220247

Wylye Valley Personal Trainer
Your Local PT That Comes To You!

Quality Home Fitness Training Guaranteed!

Servicing:
Boyton, Codford, Corton, Heytesbury, Knook, 

Norton Bavant, Sherrington, Stockton, 
Sutton Veny, The Langfords, Tytherington, 

Upton Lovell, Wylye

Mob: 07876461603

Email: steve@aimbodyfitness.com
www.aimbodyfitness.com



CORTON 

the DoVe inn

it’s lovely to see the Dove coming back to

life. the outside has been spruced up and

i gather the internal problems are being

worked on. a small property business run

by two local couples have bought it and,

although its final incarnation is not clear,

it will hopefully provide a social hub for

Corton. 

Debi and paula, two of the new

owners, came along to breakfast in the

Fane hall recently and by chatting to

locals got a good idea of what villagers

would like the Dove to be. their initial

aim is to get the rooms up and running for

short holiday lets before turning their

attention to the bar area. ideally we

would all like the bar area to return to

being a village pub but realise how

difficult that can be these days. another

possibility is that it could be a coffee

shop. time will tell …  whatever is

happening i am sure we will be kept

informed. Debi, paula and their partners

have been very good at keeping the

village updated with their plans and

asking for suggestions.

AR
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and much appreciated donations. the

Lottery awarded us £20,000 and the

Warminster area Board £4,900. With a

further boost from our own funds and

generous donors we have been able to go

ahead with a contract with new Windows,

who are Warminster based firm. they have

replaced all our old windows and two

porches, which had rotting wooden frames

and a poor standard of glazing, with

modern high efficiency units.

Fitters, mark hares and andy

thorne, turned up on schedule early on 6th

march and completed a quality job by 13th

march.

CODFORD KEy COmmUNITy EVENTS

DURING may 2025

2nd st peter’s church annual parochial

church meeting - 18:00 st peter’s church.

3rd Wylye Valley plants nursery 

open day - 09:00 - 13:00. 

3rd Free drama workshops at the 

Woolstore theatre - 10:30 - 12:30.

8th Coffee morning in support of

prostate Cancer UK, featuring delicious

cakes, a raffle, and a cake stall - 09:00 -

11:30 - Codford village hall. 

8th hearing aid clinic at Codford 

village hall - 10:00 - 12: 00. 

12th annual Codford village meeting 

followed by parish Council 

meeting – 18:00 Codford village hall.

17th Codford and district gardening 

club annual plant sale and 

coffee morning. 10:00 - 12:00 

ashton gifford house.

17th Free drama workshops at the 

Woolstore theatre - 10:30 - 12:30. 

18th Woolstore theatre opens its doors 

for monthly drinks - 12:00 - 14:00.

21st Codford and district gardening 

club and talk titled ‘Unusual 

plants available to British gardens’

- 19:30 Codford village hall. 

31st Free drama workshops at the 

Woolstore theatre - 10:30 - 12:30. 

CODFORD VILLaGE HaLL RENOVaTION

the trustees of Codford Village hall have

embarked on a major project to improve

the insulation and energy efficiency of

their well loved and well used village

community building. We plan to “future

proof” the building, reduce running costs,

make it more user friendly, save money

and protect the environment. the project

has many stages and will take some time

and lots of money to complete but we

have made a good start. Bids were made

for stage 1 funding both to the Lottery

and to the Warminster area Board.  Both

responded well and made very generous

aCTIVITIES EaCH WEEK

tue: pilates & short mat bowls. 

Wed: pilates, Choir, Fit club. 

thurs: Community café, happy hearts, 

Clubercise and Badminton.  
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redwing. heard recently the drumming of

the greater spotted Woodpecker and the

‘yaffle’ of the green Woodpecker. not so

vocal lately have been magpies. if for

some reason numbers have decreased that

will be good news for garden birds. 

much is made of the Dawn Chorus

but often there is an evening Chorus too,

enchanting liquid notes from Blackbird,

song thrush and ever present robins.

someone much more knowledgeable than

i identified a gold Crest in our tree. such

a tiny little bird, it nests there most years.

nigel always looked out for a spotted

Flycatcher but lately they have not visited

though a pair have upgraded to a nest box

at the manor! in the great ridge trees are

vested with the first sign of green leaves,

larch with pale tassels of new growth.

in the wide valley where the brambles are

cleared is a wonderful spread of primroses,

soon to be followed by bluebells. tucked

away in sheltered sunny spots are violets

and wood anemones (another name is

windflowers). 

swans appeared to appreciate the

clearing of the small island. maybe too late

for the performance of nest building,

laying and incubation. 

missing our footbridge. however,

enjoy spring!

Betty Lewis

WHaT IS a BLIND HOUSE?

heytesbury has a small, stone built

one-man gaol, known as a Blind house.

it stands in a prominent position in the

high street. there are a number of these

little buildings throughout Wiltshire,

including a whitewashed blind house near

the obelisk in Warminster. the slightly

larger one in Bradford on avon, on the

bridge over the river, is probably the best

known, although it may have been built

originally as a chapel for travellers. most

of these gaols were built in the 18th

century. at that time, heytesbury was

a small town with two cloth mills

(sometimes called cloth factories) and

many shops. By 1801 the population in

heytesbury was 3,494 which is nearly four

times greater than today.

the various lock ups were all used

to house felons for short periods and the

one in heytesbury would have been used

to restrain drunks overnight, or thieves,

prostitutes and more serious criminals,

until they were moved to larger jails. the

blind house on the main road in shrewton

has the dubious reputation of being the

last resting place of convicted men prior

to them being executed on the gibbet on

the hill above the village.

none of these gaols had any ‘facili-

ties’. straw would be strewn on either the

earth floor, or on a stone bench as in

heytesbury, to provide a bed. a bucket

would be used as a toilet. most had a chain

attached to the wall to restrain violent

inmates. the only light would be natural

light coming through a small, metal grill

above head height. the prisoner would not

be able to look out. the jail would be

smelly, damp, dark, cold in winter and hot

in summer. the local constables would be

in charge, but all food and drink would be

provided by the prisoner’s family or

friends. in heytesbury the local magistrate

probably lived nearby and there is some

evidence to suggest that there was a small

courthouse behind the doctor’s surgery on

the high street. the gate on the left of the

gaol is no longer there and the roof was

repaired in 2007. 

nowadays the heytesbury Blind

house is only used to house an effigy of

guy Fawkes each november… but wrong

doers should be mindful of its existence,

and its history! 

sarah Buttenshaw

SHERRINGTON

Beautiful months of april and may, months

of spring when colour returns and country-

side and gardens come to life. april colours

are yellow and green, offset by hedgerows

that billow with clouds of blackthorn.

it has been a primrose spring. in the

churchyard persephone flings her mantle

ever more widely and this year there is

girdle round the eastern end of the little

church. outside the village they are

spreading further along the bank and up

the track beside White Cottage. 

after so much rain the ground is

rock hard, we now actually need more!

it is needed by the new hedgerow planted

beside the track between the old Chalk pit

and the top barn. gold star awarded to the

Boyton estate for its mega planting

programme, 950 trees and 10,500

hedgerow plants, brilliant but all in need

of rain! Where fields have been under

sown with clover and other plants the grass

is growing thick and glossy. must be an

anxiety for people with pony paddocks as

grass is barely moving.

it is to be hoped that hawthorn

blossoms will be generous this year and

that there are pollinators to do their work.

the lack of berries last year resulted in the

virtual non-appearance of Fieldfare and

E.G. MARTIN LTD
WESTBURY (01373)

822784 / 864676

When contacting advertisers please 
tell them that you read about them 

in the Parish News! !



FROM THE REGISTERS

Baptisms

We welcome into the Christian Church

Finley Hassam

on 16th march at Codford st mary

Leonardo Burgoyne Lock,

marla Burgoyne Lock

& Wilfred Burgoyne Lock

on 23rd march at heytesbury

Olive Shearn

6th april at  Boyton

May they grow in the Christian Faith

INTERmENT OF aSHES

our sympathy and love go to all those
who mourn the passing of

William Nigel Overy

on 13th march at sutton Veny 

William Edward meaden

on 4th april at Codford st peter

Jenny Hining

on 5th april at sutton Veny 

May they rest in the peace 
and light of Christ

Please contact the Ministry Team to make

arrangements for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals,

Confirmation preparation or Service of Prayer 

and Dedication after a Civil Marriage. 

The clergy will officiate at any 

Donated raffle prizes and cakes
always welcome
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WORSHIP in the UPPER WYLYE VALLEY  MAY 2025 

LOVING OUR NEIGHBOUR AS CHRIST LOVES US
Do you need some support? If you would like a chat,
prayers, spiritual, pastoral or  practical support and

help, please do call someone from the numbers below 

PARISH OFFICE 
upperwylyevalleyteam@gmail.com 
MINISTRY TEAM
Team Rector Vacancy
Team Vicar Vacancy
Ordained Minister with Permission to Officiate
The Revd Jonathan Hiscox (day off Friday) 840966

jonathan.hiscox@btinternet.com 851250
Licensed Lay Ministers
Katherine Venning LLM 840283

katherine.venning@gmail.com
Barbara Luscombe LLM
barbara_luscombe@hotmail.com            840830
CONTACTS FOR OUR CHURCHES
Boyton & Corton Susanna Maitland 851191 
Codford St Mary David Shaw 850372

07899 906371
Codford St Peter Alasdair McGregor 850073
Heytesbury Tina Sitwell 840556 
Knook Robert Pottow 850285
Norton Bavant John Acworth 840134

Edward Moore 840420 
Sherrington Richard Morris 07555425110
Sutton Veny Richard Jackman 840899

Sandy Barton 07769 781392
/841157

Tytherington Caroline Lester-Card 07787556505
Upton Lovell Gilly Cumming 850834
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS
Codford Henry Collins 850193 
Sutton Veny Richard Jackman 840899
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER    Kim Sutton         

suttonkimh@gmail.com
BELL RINGERS Nick Claypoole 850724
PARISH CHOIR Katherine Venning 840283

4 MAY                   Boyton                                    8.00am           Holy Communion (BCP)
Easter    3                Sutton Veny                             9.30am           Sunday Worship
                               Codford St Peter                    11.00am           Parish Communion for VE Day choir
                               Heytesbury                            11.00am           Sunday Worship
                               Upton Lovell                            6.00pm           Evensong (BCP)
                                                                                                      
11 May                   Tytherington                            8.00am           Holy Communion (BCP)
Easter    4                Upton Lovell                            9.30am           Celtic Morning Prayer
                               Heytesbury                            11.00am           Parish Communion choir
                               Codford St Mary                      6.00pm           Evensong (BCP)

18 May                    Codford St Peter                    10.00am           TEAM SERVICE
Easter    5                                                                                       with Bishop Andrew choir
                                                                                                                                                 
25 May                    Sutton Veny                             8.00am           Holy Communion (BCP)
Easter    6                Codford St Mary                      9.30am           Parish Communion choir
Rogation                 Knook                                   11.00am           Sunday Worship
Sunday                    Manor Farm, Codford              3.00pm           ROGATION SERVICE
                               Heytesbury                              6.00pm           Evensong (BCP)
                                                                                                                                                 
Thursday 29 May     Sherrington                              6.00pm           Evensong (BCP) choir
Ascension Day        

UWVT WEEKDAY SERVICES

Fridays      Sutton Veny      8.30 am      Morning Prayer (BCP)

HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY

CHAPEL SERVICES
Wednesdays Morning Prayer at 10.00

3rd Sunday of the month
Holy Communionat 10.30

General Manager Paul Budd 

01985 840441

Stewart penny 
ServiceS

garden machinery
SaleS, Service & repairS

mayflower farm
new road
codford
Ba12 0nS
tel 07714 212806

stewartpennyservices@outlook.com

ST GEORGE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

31 Boreham Road, Warminster  BA12 9JP

PARISH PRIEST
Fr Anthony Paris

ATTACHED PRIESTS                                         

Fr Jonathan Creer Fr Saji Mathew

01985 212329

Interior / exterior
Free quotations Pete Clark

07507793313

Email: halepeteclark@yahoo.co.uk 

Warminster and surrounding areas



U S E F U L  C O N TAC T  N U M B E R S  Please telephone 840283 for any changes.

CODFORD & DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB
    J Claypoole                               850724
CODFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
    Sir William Mahon 850586 
     Sally Thomson 850339
CODFORD LADIES CIRCLE
     Jenny Hunt 850280
PARISH WEBSITES
Team www.upperwylyevalleyteam.com
Webmaster admin@newvalleywebdesign.com
Codford www.codfordcommunity.co.uk
Heytesbury www.heytesburyparish.co.uk
Norton Bavant www.nortonbavant.co.uk
Sutton Veny www.suttonveny.co.uk
SPORTS CLUBS 
Badminton (Codford)
     Dominique Beagley                    850952
Cricket (Heytesbury & Sutton Veny) 
     Chair: Justin Wagstaff                    840782
     Secretary: Robert Robson
Football Club (Heytesbury and Codford)
     Martyn Spratt         07790 728197
Tennis (Codford) 
     Chair: Vincie Abbott                   850239 
     Secretary: Jeremy Coltman       07976 398194
STARQUEST 
    Astronomy Club: Pete Lee        840093
SUTTON VENY FLOWER SHOW 
     www.suttonvenyflowershow.co.uk
SUTTON VENY NURSING HOME 840224

Area code 01985 unless otherwise stated. 

CODFORD POST OFFICE (Budgens) 850345
HEYTESBURY POST OFFICE      840914
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
Codford Mike Davidson               850549
Corton John Rigby 850303
Heytesbury Peter Andrews                840517
Norton Bavant John Acworth                 840134
Sutton Veny Peter Strangeways 840403
PRE-SCHOOL AND CHILDCARE GROUPS
    Codford Caterpillars 
     Kim West                    851030
     Heytesbury Hedgehogs
     Annette Pulvertaft                 840798
    Wylye Coyotes Afterschool Club 851713

     info@wylyecoyotes.com  
     or 07805 515863
PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
Codford, Wylye Valley
     Head: Robert Barnes                    850461
Heytesbury
     Head: Ms Laura Williamson       840429
Sutton Veny
     Head : Adam Lewis 840428
     www.suttonveny.wilts.sch.uk
VILLAGE HALLS
Codford Secretary: Karungi Grant 850523
     secretary.cvh@codfordvillage.org.uk 
     Bookings: Janine Clarke 07748
47 bookings.cvh@codfordvillage.org.uk
Corton Fane Hall 
     Bookings: Niki Gerring  07816 874503
Sutton Veny Chair: Alan Russell   840 883
     Newsletter: Richard Jackman              840899
     svvhnewsletter@gmail.com 
     Bookings: Gay Woods                     840057
     svvhbookings808@gmail.com
Upton Lovell Bookings: Ros Coombs 851277
WOOLSTORE THEATRE 
    Bookings: Angus Bramwell         01722 743459
     angus.bramwell@googlemail.com
    Codford Post Office          850345

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT      
    Dr Andrew Murrison MP          01225 358584
CORNERSTONE 01985 220657
     cornerstone-warminster.org
NATIONAL DEBT LINE             0800 8084000
AGE UK 0300 3031234
SIMPLE ENERGY ADVICE LINE 0800 444202
CRIME STOPPERS 0808 1689111
MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS LINE 0800 953 0110
ENERGY SAVING TRUST
    energysavingtrust.org.uk
WILTSHIRE COUNCIL 0300 456 0100
customerservices@wiltshire.gov.uk for help with
council tax, financial support, welfare provision,
free school meals and childcare, help in a crisis.
WILTSHIRE UNITARY COUNCILLORS 
    Andrew Davis                                      217431
     Christopher Newbury 01373 822508
     Bill Parks                                 07484 826540
POLICE: Warminster Neighbourhood Team 
     Warminster Police Station 01722 547175
     PC 2342 Helen Daveridge
     PCSO 70901 Lukasz Kolasinski 07471029004
     lukasz.kolasinski@wiltshire.police.uk 
     Warminster Rural Beat

Community Police (non-emergency) 101
PARISH COUNCILS
Boyton/Corton 
     Chair: Caroline Wheatley-Hubbard 850208
Codford Chair: Tom Thornton             850560
     Clerk: Karungi Grant 850523
     clerk@codfordpc.org.uk
Heytesbury Chair: Nicholas Williams 07799 300778
     Clerk: John Cap 01985 217144
Sutton Veny Chair: Kate Phillips    07970 104595
     Clerk: Tekla Hicks 07427 406943
Upton Lovell Chair: Steve Boxall             851171
     Clerk: Nicola Duke 01373 864127
     clerk@uptonlovell.org.uk
HEYTESBURY, HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN 
Administrator                                        840441
DOCTORS’ SURGERY CODFORD 850298

The Parish News of Upper Wylye is available on the team website, upperwylyevalleyteam.com/team/parish-news/. 
When contacting advertisers, please tell them that you read about them in The Upper Wylye Parish News.

9th 10th August 2025
CELEBRATING 

MODERN CLASSICS 
& SPORTS CARS

from the 80's, 90's, 00's including 
a nod to the future with the latest
on offer from the motoring scene!

Live Music & Camping onsite

STOCKTON PARK 
STOCKTON WILTSHIRE

Autoretrofestival.co.uk
TEL:01985850970


