
Giving 2 Tithing and More   
07/06/2026 – CSP Morning HC 

Gen 28:16-22;  Deut 26:1-11; Mark 10:17-23 

 

Last week we heard how generosity is central in the Holy 

Trinity’s dealings with humankind.  

I looked up extreme generosity on the internet, and 

came up with a piece by Doctor Christine Adams in 

Psychology Today:  People Who Give Too Much - 

Explore eleven attributes and pitfalls of those who are 

toxically generous, including Perfectionism and Guilt, 

Poor self-care and Avoiding dependency.  I don’t think 
she would be much impressed with the Trinity! 

 

The Father creates the world with lavish generosity, and 

goes on offering us the blessings of this world despite our 

contemptuous dismissal & abuse of his good gifts.  

 

In the inexpressible generosity of the Son’s self-sacrifice 

for us on the cross, the Father goes further, offering us 

redemption, reconciliation with him, and an invitation to 

eternal life.  

 

Meanwhile the Spirit enables us to begin living that life 

already, through his gifts at work in us. 

 

So we left ourselves with this question: how then are 

we supposed to respond? 

 

And the Bible’s answer is with a responsive generosity 

– to God and to others. God has blessed us – we 

should bless in our turn. Freely you have received. 

Freely give. 

 

Only 14 chapters into the Bible, God has generously 

created a new people, giving them his promise of 

blessing through their forefather Abraham.  And 

Abraham, after rescuing his nephew Lot from 

marauders, meets the mysterious Melchizedek, ‘king 
of Salem and priest of God Most High’, and gives him 

a tenth of all his booty. 

 

14 chapters after that, in our first reading, Abraham’s 
grandson Jacob has his own encounter with the God 

Most High. Let’s look at it. V17 ‘How awesome is this 
place! This is none other than the house of God; this is 

the gate of heaven.’   
 

Now Jacob has a lot to learn about faith, but he has 

already got this fundamental point, that generosity 

begets generosity: V21 ‘If God will be with me and will 



watch over me… then the Lord will be my God… and of 
all that you give me I will give you a tenth.’ 
 

So already this idea of responsive generosity is getting 

embedded, and 10% is starting to crop up as a 

suitable scale of response.  If I want to say that I am 

really grateful – I’ll give back a tenth of what I have 
received. 

 

Then comes the Exodus from Egypt when God rescue 

a motley rabble of slaves from the tyrannical super-

power of the day, with powerful signs and wonders. 

And then God makes a Covenant with them as his 

people – to give them a land flowing with milk & honey 

and to bless them in it.  He will be their God and they 

shall be his people.   

 

And God gives them the law of Moses as their part of 

the covenant. It’s a code for how to live in trusting and 

thankful obedience to God. 

Israel has really got something to be grateful for now! 

And so part of the law is about giving back to God.  It’s 
not an extortion of interest on a loan, as it were, but an 

invitation to live in gratitude for God’s past and 
ongoing generosity towards them. 

The Law articulates this responsive generosity in a 

number of ways:  Gratitude for the life of a first born. 

Free will offerings. The gleanings of the harvest for the 

poor of the community.  

 

And in our 2nd reading, Deuteronomy 26: an offering 

of the first-fruits of the harvest. V2, Take some of the 

first-fruits of all that you produce from the soil of the 

land that the Lord your God is giving you and put them 

in a basket. V10: Place the basket before the Lord your 

God and bow down before him. 11 Then you and all 

those with you will rejoice in all the good things 

the Lord your God has given to you and your 

household.”  

 

I know my own father, a farmer and a vicar, 

particularly cherished our equivalent festival of 

Lammas-tide, humbly bringing to the Lord some of his 

own first harvest.   

 

And of course that same 10% crops again in Leviticus 

27 - “A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain 
from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to 

the Lord; it is holy to the Lord.” 

 



So the Old Testament encourages us to express our 

gratitude to God for his generosity by a mutual 

generosity in our giving back to him – acknowledging 

each of our blessings, and giving him a tenth. 

When we get to the New Testament, however, as so 

often happens, Jesus takes the intention of the Old 

Testament, and removes the limitations. 

 

Let’s look at our Gospel reading. Mark 10:V17 A 

wealthy young man approaches Jesus asking about 

eternal life and his place in it.  

 

Some rich folk might ask “how can I buy my way in?” 
Others “why would I bother?”  
But this young man knows his Scriptures.  He knows 

the Covenant.  God will bless him if he keeps the 

commandments.  And he is clearly blessed. But Jesus 

challenges him. V19. So..? You know the 

commandments? V20. Yes – all of these I have kept 

since I first learnt them. 

 

V21 And Jesus looked at him and loved him.   

Isn’t that a wonderful verse?  Wouldn’t we love to 
have that written of us? And Jesus looked at him and 

loved him.   

But he doesn’t soften his words.  They are all the more 

challenging because he loves the young man. V21 

‘One thing you lack,’ he said. ‘Go, sell everything you 
have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure 

in heaven. Then come, follow me.’ And the young man 

went away, sad. He couldn’t follow Jesus. He had too 

much money. It had too much of a hold on him. It was 

too much his security, his affirmation, his identity. 

 

CT Studd was one of the outstanding cricketers of his 

day – a household name across England.  He was also a 

very wealthy man, having inherited from his father, a 

successful merchant who made a fortune in India. 

However, he became increasingly dissatisfied with the 

futility of fame and wealth: “nothing in this world will 
last”, he said, “so we must live for the world to come.” 
He became a missionary first to China and then to Africa, 

giving away all his wealth for the advancement of the 

gospel. “If Jesus Christ be God and died for me, then no 
sacrifice can be too great for me to make for Him.” Or, as 

he remarked to General Booth of the Salvation Army 

when he sent him the last amount in his bank account – 

“Henceforth our bank is in heaven. You see we are rather 
afraid, notwithstanding the great earthly safety of 



Messrs. Coutts & Co. and the Bank of England, that they 

may both break on the Judgment Day!” 

 

I’m not saying God is necessarily asking you to be like 

CT Studd and sell up everything you have and give it 

away.   

 

But I am saying that following Jesus is going to be 

challenging, and will mean letting go of our earthly 

security, and being ready to be radically generous – in 

response to Jesus’ generosity towards us. 

 

And Jesus asks that of us because he loves us, and 

knows that generosity is one of the keys to freedom as 

we learn to follow him. 

 

Do we long that Jesus should love us?  In his love for 

us, he will challenge us to become more generous. 

 

Are we ready for that? 


