
Giving 3B Jesus on Money  (Evening) 

14/06/2026 – CSM Evensong 

Deut 8:6-18;  Luke 12:22-34 

 

On Trinity Sunday, we heard how generosity is core to the 

Holy Trinity’s dealings with us.  

 

The Father offers us this world with lavish generosity; the 

Son through his self-sacrifice  

 offers us redemption, reconciliation with God, and an 

invitation to eternal life. The Spirit initiates that life in us 

even now. 

 

So last week, we asked ourselves how we should 

respond? And discovered in the Bible and invitation to 

responsive generosity – both to God and to others.  

We saw how the Old Testament starts with a baseline 

of 10% of our income as an appropriate proportion to 

express our gratitude – but the New Testament takes 

the lid off that. Everything we have belongs to the 

Lord, and when we commit to follow Christ, we give 

him the right to call on it! 

 

This week, we’re going to spend a little longer with 

Jesus, thinking about money – because he said a lot 

about it, and his approach is, and always has been, so 

counter-cultural.   

 

Money, of course, was a really early invention – 

probably 1000 years before Christ. It let people swap 

things without having to keep stacks of grain or herds 

of cattle. Which also meant it could be stockpiled 

much more easily, so people could become more 

wealthy than their fields would sustain.  I’ve been 

reading a big collection of domestic letters by a 

Roman author 80 years before Jesus was preaching – 

and it’s clear that the downsides of money we 

recognise were already at play. 

If you had a lot of money, you could buy something 

better than your neighbour – a better house, better 



fields, better possessions, better tools. You could buy 

the right to the income of their fields. Indeed you 

could buy their enslaved service to you. And with it 

you could buy votes and armies. So money gave you 

power – domestic, national and international power. 

You could buy sex of whatever sort titillated you and 

indulge yourself in orgies of food and wine. You could 

buy friends and influence – though they were often 

spongers and untrustworthy allies.  And to some 

extent you could buy safety – though you also gained 

enemies. So people had come to put their trust in 

their own wealth, and to grovel before the wealth of 

others. 

 

In our first reading, about the time money was being 

invented, Moses was already predicting a further 

spiritual corrosion of wealth.  V10 When someone 

(like God, for instance) gives you something – you 

need to be very careful to keep remembering their 

generosity with gratitude.  Otherwise, v14 you may 

soon start to become proud and self-focused.  The 

corrupting power of wealth.   

 

So what does Jesus say about money? 

 

Well in our gospel reading today, he gives a couple of 

significant instructions. 

1) The first is that we need to learn to trust God 

instead of money. V22  Don’t worry about your 

life, food, drink and what you will wear. 

 

And there are two reasons for this – firstly because 

there’s no use worrying.  It doesn’t help. V25 Can 

anyone of you by worrying add a single hour to your 

life? Indeed, it has the opposite effect.  In our 

epidemic of anxiety and mental-health, life-

expectancy as well as quality of life is reduced. 

 



And secondly because we don’t need to worry – our 

Heavenly Father is already on the case. V30 Will not 

God clothe you? V32 Your Father knows that you 

need these things. So don’t worry about the things 

money will buy for you. God is generous; so you don’t 

need riches.  V31 - seek first his kingdom and his 

righteousness, and all these things will be given to you 

as well.  

 

George Müller was relied solely on faith and the 

provision of donors to fund his network of 

orphanages. Over the course of nearly 63 years of 

operating his homes for orphans in Bristol, Müller 

recorded that unmistakable answers to prayers 

allowed him to take in nearly 10,000 orphaned 

children – without asking anyone for money. 

 

Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all 

these things will be given to you as well.  

 

2) In fact money often gets in the way of the kingdom, 

as we heard Jesus say last week:  

It’s easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 

needle than for someone who is rich to enter the 

kingdom of God.”  Money can’t buy you the most 

important things of all. It can’t buy you love. Nor can it 

buy you relationship with God or entry into heaven. 

 

3) And that is because, as Jesus says: ‘No one can 

serve two masters.’  

Money may start as an effective means to an end.  But 

it can easily become an end in itself – as we begin to 

desire more and more. And then money is calling the 

shots in our lives.  But baptised Christians have made 

an allegiance to Christ as Lord.  He should be the one 

telling us what to do. So, Jesus says, you can’t serve 

God and Money. He is very clear: If we want to follow 

him, we must love the Lord our God and serve him 

only. Which doesn’t leave room for serving money too. 



Interestingly, Anglican clergy don’t receive a salary. 

We can’t work overtime.  We don’t get bonuses for 

better work.  What we get is a stipend – a living 

allowance which frees us from having to worry about 

making money, so that we are released to minister.  

 

4) “But, Jesus, says to us in v32: Do not be 

afraid, little flock, for your Father has been 

pleased to give you the kingdom.  

And that means we need to invest in it. V34 For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also. We 

spend money on what we love – and we come to love 

what we spend money on. If our investments are only 

for this world, they will all disappear when we die. 

Back to v33. And even before that, thieves can steal it 

and misfortune can destroy it. But investments in 

God’s mission can never be taken from us. 

5) Which is why Jesus told the rich young ruler last 

week, and here in v33 his disciples: Sell your 

possessions and give to the poor. Provide 

purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a 

treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, 

where no thief comes near and no moth 

destroys.  

6) And as we will hear next week, that will also help us 

in our discipleship – following Jesus and becoming 

more like him. Watch out! says Jesus. Be on your 

guard against all kinds of greed; life does not 

consist in an abundance of possessions.  Giving 

away what we have in Jesus’ name is the best 

possible antidote to greed. 

7) And if we’ve learned that, then God might choose 

to trust us with true riches.  Whoever can be 

trusted with very little can also be trusted with 

much. 

If we haven’t learned to give away what we have, why 

would God give us more?   

 



But if we are training ourselves in righteousness – not 

to envy the wealth of others or hang on to our own, 

then God might well give us more responsibility – in 

this world or the next. 

Müller took literally Jesus' command to "sell your 

possessions and give to the poor". He started out with 

just a few shillings and never owned property, a house 

or belongings of significant value. And yet God gave 

Müller the resources to house, feed, clothe and 

educate 10,000 orphans in 5 homes; he established 

117 schools offering Christian education to more than 

120,000 people, and distributed 285,000 bibles – 

supported by unsolicited gifts of £113M in today’s 

money.  

 

So there we are: a quick summary of what Jesus said 

about money. It’s pretty challenging.   

 

Do we insist on putting our trust in money? In which 

case we’ll be drawn away from Jesus, we’ll be plagued 

by anxiety, we’ll lose out on the most important things 

in this life and the next; money will rule our lives, our 

character will be at risk, we’ll have no enduring 

investments, no passion for the things of God, and God 

won’t be able to trust us!  

 

Or: 

 

We could pledge allegiance to Jesus, trust our 

heavenly Father and receive from Him His Kingdom; 

we could invest in it by giving to the poor and 

supporting Christ’s ministry; we could guard against 

greed and make ourselves worthy of God’s trust – so 

that he can use us as a channel for His grace. 

 

For where our treasure is, there our hearts will be. 


