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1 Chron 29:14-16; 1 Tim 6:3-12; Luke 12:13-21

Ok-soyou’ve justreceived a million pounds. What will you

dowith it? I'llgive youa moment...

What did you come up with first?

I’'ve played this game manytimes, and it always seemsto go
like this. Firstl pay off my debts. Then | buy our retirement
house. Thenladd to my pension. Then | provide for my

children...

And then | give some money to the church!

Was it different for you?

In the gospel reading we’ve just heard, someone is bitterly
protesting that he’s lost out on his inheritance. So Jesus tells
a parable of a farmer who got his £M bonanza. We’ll look in

detail at his response - but it wasn’t much different to mine!

If this is your first time with us this month, it will help to know
that this summer we are focusing on generosity & giving. The
story sofar:

e Firstwe heard how God gives generously to us—in the
richness of creation, the mercy of forgiveness and the
power of transformation.

e Thenwe heardthatthe bible tells us we should react
to God with a responsive generosity of our own. The
Old Testament offers 10% of ourincome as an
appropriate token—the New Testament says that all
that we have is God’s to callon.

e Andlastweek we heardthat money can get its hooks
in us, so Jesus urges us to trust God for what we need
and not to let money become our master.

This week, we are going to think a bit more about
being disciples of Jesus, and how giving is a powerful

tool for becoming better at that.



St Paul’s letter to Timothy is packed with great
leadership advice for his assistant, whom he kept
sending off to the churches he’d founded around the

Roman world.

Chapter 6 is less about what Timothy should do, and
more about what kind of leader (or rather disciple of
Jesus) he should be - the life he should model. Inv3,
we have a quick thumb-sketch of leaders who are not
basing their lives on the sound instruction of our Lord
Jesus Christ. And what a model they offer! V4 They
end up conceited and understanding nothing. They
have an unhealthy interest in controversies which
result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil

suspicions ®*and constant friction.

And, it appears that money has indeed undermined
their spiritual foundations, and now they think that

serving God is just a way to get rich: V5 Godliness as

a means to financial gain. The bigger things we’ve
been hearing about (the generosity of God, the need
to trust him and to give allegiance to Christ as Lord)
have all been slowly eroded, and Christianity has just
become another way of getting ahead. Butas V9 tells
us —this desire for money is a spiritual dead-end.
Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a
trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that
plunge people into ruin and destruction. For, says St
Paulinv10, the love of money is a root of all kinds of
evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered
from the faith and pierced themselves with many

griefs.

The love of money is aroot of all kinds of evil.
We may think this doesn’t apply to us - but, as Paul
says, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that

you don’t fall!



Certainly, money is so embedded in all our cultural
responses —and has been for thousands of years -
that it’s very hard to resist its steady encroachment,
defining how we feel about God, ourselves, other
people and the world — and determining how we think
and behave. If we’re poor, we are desperate for just
enough; if we’ve enough, we’d like to be comfortably
provided; if we are comfortably off, we’d like more so
we needn’t worry — and if we’re wealthy we’d like to be
as rich as our new wealthier friends! Temptations
arise to get more money in less honest ways. Money
quickly gives rise to ambition, selfishness, conceit
and contempt for others. We become less & less like

Jesus.

So how do we break the hold that money has over us,

as we learn to follow Jesus?

I’d like to suggest 5 powerful antidotes to the lure of
money, which protect us from wandering from the
faith and piercing ourselves with many griefs. And for
each the most powerful way we can apply it, (the
syringe, if you like,) is through the generous giving of

money.

1) Recognise that what you have, is given to you by
God. We’ve heard this over and over this month. In
our first reading, Solomon explicitly acknowledges

it: Everything comes from you, O Lord.

What’s in my bank a/c has come from others - the
Diocese, you, my parents, the gifts of others —and
from all of those places because the Lord has
released generosity towards me. Farmers amongst
us know this even more directly. Their profit comes
from their own hard work but only because God

releases the earth’s richness to them.



If you give without getting anything back —you are
acknowledging it wasn’t yours to begin with. And
you can thank the one who gave it to you.
Everything comes from you, O Lord, and we have
given you only what comes from your hand.

So, recognise that God has given you what you
have - and give generously in order to give Him

thanks.

Recognise that compared to our hope in God,
money is pitifully precarious.

We often treat our money as insurance against the
future. But how often have you taken out a policy
which when you needed to claim just won’t
deliver?! Money, as Paul says to Timothy a few
verses later, is so uncertain that it can’t deliver a
firm hope even for the current age, let alone the

one to come. So those who are rich in this present

world should be generous and willing to share —
that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.
So recognise that money is pitifully precarious
compared to our hope in God - and give
generously to express confidence in God’s

provision.

Recognise that money doesn’t solve anxiety. The
opposite of anxiety isn’t wealth, but contentment -
learning to live a happy, godly life with what you
have. Money always creates a yearning for more
and so fuels anxiety. Contentment fuels love,
peace, joy - the fruit of the Spirit. In v5, Paul
stresses that godliness isn’t a means to financial
gain —but in V6, that godliness with contentment s
a greater gain — much greater than finances.

So, recognise that money doesn’t solve anxiety,
but contentment does - and give generously to

align yourself with contentment.



4) Recognise with humility that money doesn’t

make you better than others or greater than
God.

Having more money can tempt us to think we’re
more important than those with less. And if they
don’t agree, we might use it to teach them better!
But remember v7 We brought nothing into the
world, and we can take nothing out of it. We can’t
control the future —for ourselves or for others. Yet
how we want to!

This desire for control is usually what lies behind
restricted gifts. ‘You can have my money but only if
you spend it as | want you to!’ It’s a subtle form of
manipulation dressed up as generosity. But
church accounts across the country are littered
with small restricted funds that never got spent
because the future was different. A fund for robes

for a choir that no longer uses them - or for the

non-existent Sunday School - or for coals for the
poor...

So recognise with humility that having money
doesn’t make you better or wiser than others or
greater than God - and give generously (without
strings!) to express your humility before God and

one another.

And finally, recognise that the only worthwhile
and enduring work is God’s work, and partner
himinit.

Paul says to Timothy in V11 —don’t chase after
money, but pursue righteousness, godliness, faith,
love, endurance and gentleness. And V12 Fight the
good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life
to which you were called.

So recognise that the only worthwhile and
enduring work is God’s work- and give

generously to partner himiniit.



| know of a church leader and his wife, who at the
beginning of their ministry were very exercised
about how little money they had! It was a big
struggle to be content and thank God for what they
had, to trust Jesus with their growing family’s
needs, and to give generously to others. They set
themselves the OT’s 10% goal — and finally
managed to reach it. Triumph! But then they felt
Jesus challenging them to tithe their gross income
— before tax! Drat! Another big emotional and
prayer struggle. Next year they sensed Jesus calling
them to go another % higher. Every year, they felt
God wanted them to trust more, to give more — but
the result surprised them. They actually felt less
worried, more content, happier, as they gave away
more. Giving didn’t mean their take-home pay
went up, and nor did it protect them from the
challenges and trials of life. But they found that

God was closer, and they felt more secure, evenin

the bad times. And God kept giving them the
opportunities to bless others tremendously for

him.

Ok -back to our gospel story. Watch out! says Jesus
in V15 to the man wanting his financial inheritance. Be
on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does
not consistin an abundance of possessions.’ And
he told them this parable.

A farmer has an amazingly profitable harvest. And he

thought to himself “What shalll do?”

And these are the five things he did not do.

1) He did notthank God for his generosity.

2) He did not express trust in God for nextyear’s
harvest, good or bad.

3) He did not express contentment — whatever God

gave him would be enough.



4) He did not express humility: perhaps this will be my
last harvest — only God knows!

5) And he did not seek to partner in God’s work -
“God, what would you like me to do with this
windfall profit? Bless the poor? Build your church?

Minister to others?”

He could have had the gladness of enjoying God’s
generosity and experiencing his care; he could have
experienced the peace of humble contentment and

the joy and delight of working with God.
But what did he do? He let money make the decisions
for him: Make more. Insure against the future. Spend

on yourself.

And God said to him: You fool.



