In my sermon last week,

we heard Jesus saying to someone,

‘Well done, good and faithful servant’.

This week we hear him saying to someone, ‘You fool!’
Which of these does God think / am

as he speaks to me this morning?

Good and faithful, or a fool?

To know the answer to that question,

first of all, we need to see what it is

that makes Jesus call this person a fool.

He is teaching the crowd,

when someone calls out and asks him to do

what rabbis were often asked to do —

to decide on a legal dispute;

to tell his brother to divide their inheritance with him.
The answer the man gets

isn’t the one he was hoping for, v.15:

‘Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed;
life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.’

The mark of the fool, says Jesus,

is that their concerns extend no further

than the material possessions of this life.

And to illustrate this, he tells them a story:

the story of a man

whom none of his listeners would think of as a fool,
but rather as blessed by God -

a man who is rich and getting richer.

What should he do with the growth he is experiencing?
He comes up with a three-pronged strategy.

1: Safeguard the source of his wealth, v.18:

build bigger barns in which to store his surplus grain.

2: Secure his future, v.19,

with plenty of grain stored up for many years.

3: Sit back and enjoy the present:

eat, drink and be merry.

Blessed by God? Well, yes.

Yet Jesus calls him a fool. Why?

Because his success and his preoccupation with himself
have blinded him to the one central truth about his life:
he is not in control of it; someone else is.



Verse 20 tells us it is God who decides

how long he will live, not him.

It is God who decides who will get to spend his riches,
not him:

‘But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night

your life will be demanded from you.

Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?

If we are brave enough to pause and consider

how we actually live our lives,

what our main concerns really are,

for many of us these words of Jesus

may start to make us feel distinctly uncomfortable.
To what extent, like this fool,

do we think we are in control of our lives?

To what extent, like this fool,

are our lives focused on ourselves

and the material things of this world?

And Jesus isn’t going to let us off the hook on this one.

He draws the lesson in v.21:
‘This is how it will be with whoever stores up things
for themselves but is not rich towards God.’

How will it be? What does Jesus mean when he says,
‘This is how it will be’?

Surely, he can only mean

that it will be as it was for the man in his story,

that at the end of their life

such a person will stand before God

and hear his judgment of them: ‘You fool’.

So, how are we to avoid such a fate?

The answer comes in how the lesson of v.21 ends:
‘This is how it will be with whoever stores up things
for themselves but is not rich towards God.’

The person who is rich towards God

is anything but a fool.

And so we need to know what it means
to be rich towards God.

What it means is to be rich in the things
that matter to God,

rich in the ways of God.

What is it that matters to God?

People.

And what are the ways of God?

Caring for people.

Caring for everything about people —
their physical, mental, emotional and spiritual needs.



Then, in the verses that follow,

he goes on to explain what this will actually look like
by comparing the fool

with the one who is good and faithful.

How does what the fool does look different
to what the good and faithful person does?

What does the fool do?

They build bigger barns —

to provide for themselves

somewhere to store their wealth.

What does the person who is rich towards God do?
Listen to what Jesus says:

‘Provide purses for yourselves’.

They do the same thing —

provide for themselves somewhere to store
their wealth —

for the one a barn, for the other a purse.

But here’s the difference.
The fool’s barns

cannot keep his possessions safe for him when he dies,

when God demands of him his life.
That’s what makes him a fool.

What of the purse of the person
who is rich towards God?

What does Jesus say?

‘Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out,
a treasure in heaven that will never fail.’

Here’s the difference.
The purse of the person who is rich towards God

keeps their treasure safe for ever, even when they die —

it cannot fail.

And how are they to provide for themselves
such an eternally secure purse?

What does Jesus say?

‘Sell your possessions and give to the poor.’

And so we come face to face with a simple choice —
simple but perhaps more challenging

than any other choice we face:

What will we do?

Build bigger barns, or give to the poor?

Keep or give?

Who is the fool?



We know what the world would say.

The world tells us,

just as the serpent told Adam and Eve,

that we’d be fools to live the way God calls us to live.
And once again, God challenges us,

just as he challenged Adam and Eve:

whom will we trust in our pursuit of happiness —
our own judgment, as Eve did,

or the One who created us and loves us,

and because he loves us

tells us what is the best and happiest way to live?

Two men reading the newspapers in their London club
one afternoon;

one is reading the obituary of a friend of theirs.

‘How much did he leave?’ asks the second?

‘All of it,” he said. ‘All of it.’

Who is the fool?

The person who amasses an abundance of possessions
on earth, which he cannot hold on to,

or the person whose life reflects the ways of God,

who gives what they have

to care for the needs of others,

and so amasses treasure in heaven,

which will never be taken from them. Who is the fool?

One last thing.

What is our motivation to give in this way?

Is it that by doing so we might earn a place in heaven?
Absolutely not.

What does Jesus say about how we get to heaven?

‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been
pleased to give you the kingdom.

Your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.
Our place in heaven is the Father’s gift to us —

at no cost to us but infinite cost to him —

the life of his one and only Son.

Do you see how the relationship between our giving
and our place in heaven works, in vv.32-33?

‘Your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.
Sell your possessions and give to the poor.’

Our giving to others flows out of knowing

that God has already given everything for us;

it is our joyful response

to all that God has already given to us.

Jim Elliott, was a young American missionary

who was killed

seeking to bring the good news about Jesus

to the Auca Indians in Ecuador in the 1950s.

He once wrote these words, reflecting on this parable:



‘He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep
to gain what he cannot lose.’

‘He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep

to gain what he cannot lose.’

When Jesus said, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant.’
He went on to say,

‘Come and share your Master’s happiness.

This is what it means to be no fool:

to give not keep,

and so to have ahead of you

the prospect of sharing in your Master’s happiness,
sharing in the infinite happiness of God himself —

a treasure in heaven that will never fail.



