
Generosity is an attractive quality. 

We admire and are drawn to people who are generous. 

Most of us would like to be known as generous-spirited.  

But there are two things which can keep us from being  

as generous as we would otherwise like to be.  

One is the fear that  

we won’t have enough to meet our own needs  
if we give too much to others. 

The other is the fear that life won’t be as enjoyable  
if we deprive ourselves of things we’d like to have  
in order to give to others. 

The fear of having too little;  

the temptation to have too much. 

 

Is there a path to find between these two things 

which will enable us to be  

as generous as we would like to be? 

 

This is the question that Jesus’ teaching  
in our passage today,  

and in the verses immediately preceding it,  

enables us to explore.  

 

For Jesus, the path to generosity is to be found by 

seeking one of two treasures,  

serving one of two masters,  

and experiencing one of two outcomes. 

 

 

 

First of all, by seeking one of two treasures:  

treasure on earth and treasure in heaven. 

The treasure on earth Jesus seems to have in mind  

is the riches of wealth or possessions. 

The problem with such wealth is that it doesn’t last:  
beautiful clothes get eaten by moths,  

precious objects get corroded by rust,  

and the more valuable it is,  

the more vulnerable it is to being stolen by thieves. 

  

If he’d been saying this today,  
he might have spoken about inflation,  

volatility in the stock market, or computer fraud. 

The problem with treasure on earth  

is that it doesn’t last. 
 

By contrast, treasure in heaven is permanent:  

moth and rust do not destroy,  

and thieves do not break in and steal. 

 

So, says Jesus, it’s a no-brainer:  

if you want to be content, 

store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,  

not on earth. 

 

Which begs two questions:  

what are heavenly treasures  

and how do we store them up? 

 

 



Heavenly treasures are the happiness  

that Jesus will invite his followers to share with him,  

when they stand before him on the Last Day  

and hear him say to them, 

‘Well done, good and faithful servant.  
Come and share your master’s happiness.’  Mt. 25:21 

 

Things so wonderful  

we cannot even begin to imagine them let alone describe them.  

Permanent, everlasting, eternally secure, happiness,  

The happiness of God himself shared with us –  

treasure beyond imagining. 

 

And how do we store up such treasure for that day? 

By being followers of Jesus, walking as he walked; 

by seeking to go God’s way, not the world’s way,  
in the decisions we make,  

in the actions we take,  

now, in this day, 

in every area of our lives. 

 

That’s what Jesus means when he says, 

‘For where your treasure is,  
there your heart will be also.’ 
The heart is the decision-making centre,  

the action-producing engine-room of our being. 

If the treasure we seek is the treasure of heaven, 

it will lead to the decisions which lead to the actions  

which lead to the rewards of heavenly treasure. 

 

If the treasure we seek is the treasure of earth, 

it will lead to very different decisions,  

very different actions,  

very different, very transitory, rewards. 

 

The path to generosity is to be found  

by seeking one of two treasures;  

and then, by serving one of two masters. 

 

Jesus says, ‘No one can serve two masters.’  
We have to choose. 

But why? Why can’t we have two masters? 

Plenty of people have two jobs, with two bosses. 

 

It’s because he is not talking about jobs and bosses,  

he is talking about slaves and slave owners. 

And the point is,  

no slave can be the property of two owners.  

 

Bob Dylan puts it like this: 

You may be an ambassador to England or France 

You may like to gamble, you might like to dance 

You may be the heavyweight champion of the world 

You may be a socialite with a long string of pearls. 

But you're gonna have to serve somebody,  

Yes indeed, you're gonna have to serve somebody. 

Well, it may be the devil or it may be the Lord 

But you're gonna have to serve somebody. 

Or something. 

 



Whether we like it or not, we have a decision to make:  

what or whom will we trust  

to meet our deepest, most fundamental needs? 

Money and possessions, 

or the eternal God who made us and who loves us? 

Treasure on earth for … how long?  
Or treasure in heaven for all eternity?  

It may be the devil or it may be the Lord,  

but you’re gonna have to serve somebody. 

 

Seeking one of two treasures;  

serving one of two masters;  

and, lastly, the path to generosity is to be found  

as we experience one of two outcomes. 

 

If our pursuit of security and contentment  

is founded on money and possessions,  

then, to a greater or lesser extent, we will worry,  

because money and possessions are uncertain, transitory, 

vulnerable to forces beyond their control,  

shifting ground on which to stand.  

Look at v. 25: 

Jesus is talking to people  

who are worrying about their lives,  

what they will eat or drink;  

people who are worrying about their bodies,  

what they will wear.  

 

 

 

The plague of the 21st Century,  

inherent in the very air we breathe: worry;  

the outcome of the advertisers’ lies we believe: worry. 

 

But Jesus is offering a different outcome in v.31:  

‘Do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’  
or ‘What shall we drink?’  
‘Do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we wear?’’ 
Let the world run after all these things.  

Your heavenly Father knows that you need them.  

Instead, seek first his kingdom and his righteousness;  

seek him first, 

and all these things will be given to you as well.  

 

Pursue God, pursue life with God,  

and find a life free of worry, a peaceful life,  

a life of contentment,  

out of which will flow a life of generosity.  

 

Some years ago,  

in one of the parishes where Ros and I worked,  

we had some very good friends,  

both of whom have now gone to be with the Lord.  

They told us once  

how their lives had always been plagued by worry  

because they never had enough money each month  

to pay their bills and to give to their church, 

to contribute to its ministry in the way they wanted to. 

 

  



They would pay the bills, as much as they could,  

but at the end of the month 

there was never any money left over  

to give as they wanted to give.  

Life for them was a life of worry and regret and guilt. 

 

Then one day they read this passage, 

and it dawned on them what God was saying.  

One word leapt off the page  

in a way that was to change everything.  

One word: ‘First’. ‘First’.  
‘Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness’.  
Seek God first,  

‘and all these things will be given to you as well.’  
 

They decided to give as they had always wanted to give,  

but to do it first, at the beginning of the month,  

while they still had the money to do so. 

They never ran out of money  

before the end of the month again. 

Somehow, there was always enough money to pay their bills.  

From that time, their lives were set free  

from worry, regret and guilt,  

and filled instead with peace and contentment  

and the opportunity to be generous,  

as God had been so generous to them. 

 

The path to generosity:  

it is to seek the right treasure,  

and to serve the right master.  

It is to seek first God’s kingdom, God’s ways,  
to trust him when he says,  

‘all you need will be given to you as well’,  
and then to experience the outcome he promises,  

which is never loss, and only ever gain. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 


