Giving 1 (evening) Generosity of God
31/05/2026 - Boyton Jer 31:1-14; Rom 8:28-32; Matt 20:1-15
Last week was Pentecost — celebrating the work of the
Holy Spirit & the birth of the church. And this week is
Trinity Sunday when remind ourselves that our God is
more complex than we can possibly imagine —and yet
working in perfect unity! God the Father, beyond us,
creator & sustainer. God the Son, with us, saviour, king &
friend. God the Spirit, within us, Strengthener, Sanctifier
and Guide. Three in one-one inthree.

If you were with us this morning, you’ll have
experienced the one in three (one service in three
churches) and three in one (three churches in one
benefice)!

But you’ll also have heard that this is the first week of
our summer preaching series on generosity and

giving.

Naturally all generosity begins with God. And
because God is Trinity, we see his generosity equally
in the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

1. The Father’s Generosity
Our first reading this morning reminded us of the
Father’s generosity in creation. He cares for the land

and waters it; he softens it with showers and blesses
its crops. He crowns the year with his bounty: the
meadows are covered with flocks and the valleys are
so thick with corn, they shout for joy and sing.

God is lavish in creation, giving us all good things to
enjoy. But the Father also gave to mankind, the climax
of his creation, another extraordinary gift. Choice: to
thank him for his generosity in love and trust and
obedience - or not.

And we chose not - and so the seed of selfish
rebellion against God grew rampant and rank across
the world.

Even his chosen people, whom he particularly
nurtured, protected and blessed - could not and
would not remain true to him.

Sois thatthe end of God’s generosity? We could
understand that. We don’t feel very generous to those
who reject our gifts.

But thatisn’t how God reacts. By the time of the
prophet Jeremiah, Israel has relentlessly refused to
listen to God, to trust him or keep his commands - so
the covenant promise of security and blessing has
failed, and the covenant curses on infidelity have
crashed down on their heads in exile far from home.



Yet God still offers them his generous mercy and a
promise of safety, fruitfulness and joy to come.
How so? Look at our first reading: Jeremiah.
Because, V10, | will watch over my flock like a
shepherd. So V13 I will turn their mourning into
gladness; sorrow into comfort and joy.

So the primary lesson of the Old Testament is that
God our Heavenly Father is lavishly generous. He
expects those he blesses to recognise his blessing
and respond in thankfulness, trust and obedience -
which includes giving back to Him. When they do, he
gives more. But even if they don’t, his promise
remains for a different future.

2. The Son’s Generosity
So then we come to the Son.

In one of his parables, Jesus told a story about
himself. Avineyard owner (the Father) who sent many
messengers to ask for a share of the harvest, but the
tenants abused and sent them away empty handed.
At last the Father said: “What shall | do? | will send
my Son whom I love. Perhaps they will respect him.”

This morning we heard Jesus’ words to Nicodemus in
John 3:16: For God so loved the world that he gave his
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall

not perish but have eternal life. " For God did not send
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him.

Both Father and Son commit to this plan to offer
eternal salvation for the world. The Son gives his life
to save the world, and the Father raises him up in
resurrection so that the world can be offered eternal
new life.

This is the Father’s generosity poured out through the
generosity of the Son: generosity not just for God’s
people of the covenant long ago, but multiplied out
across all the people of the world in all times &
places. Including each of us here this evening.

Look at our second reading, Romans 8:

V28 - And we know that in all things God works for the
good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose.

V31 - What, then, shall we say in response to these
things? If God is for us, who can be against us?

This is the Father’s generosity in the Son:

V32 - He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him
up for us all- how will he not also, along with him,
graciously give us all things?

3. The Spirit’s Generosity
And finally, the generosity of the Holy Spirit.



We heard last week of the different areas of his
generosity. He is the power by which God raised
Christ from the dead. He declares the Gospel of
forgiveness in all languages for all peoples and
nations. He confronts & convicts. He gives assurance
of sins forgiven and is the deposit of eternal
relationship with the Father and the Son. He enables
us to call Jesus Lord. He brings joy and releases
worship. He helps us pray. He grows in us the fruit of
Christ’s character. He empowers us, gives us gifts of
ministry and makes us witnesses. He guides us
through life and creates in us the new life of the
resurrection.

This morning we heard all this summed up in Paul’s
letter to Titus 3:5-7:

(God our Father) saved us through the washing of rebirth
and renewal by the Holy Spirit, *whom he poured out on us
generously through Jesus Christ our Saviour, ”so that,
having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs
having the hope of eternal life.

Or, as we’ve already heard in our reading from
Romans - v32 He who did not spare his own Son, but
gave him up for us all - how will he not also, along with
him, graciously give us all things?

This is the generosity of the Father through the Son by
the power of the Spirit — poured out upon us.

And just in case we still thought we deserved all of this
by being somehow special — English, or Christian, or
good people, or faithful church-goers or whatever...
Jesus’ parable in our gospel reading reminds us that
the Father, the owner of the Vineyard, is equally
generous towards those who worked all day and those
who only turned up an hour before the end.

The owner gave his hired workers not their just
deserts, but what they needed to live. Most
businesses we know try to pare down labour and
reduce overheads to the lowest possible level. (And
no doubt there is a whole other sermon here on Al, Fat
Cats, and human dignity...) But this businessman
goes out looking for unemployed labourers to sign up.
He gives, not reluctantly but generously to those who
need his gifts — dignity, livelihood & friendship.

It seems the others who’d worked all day long rather
resented this. Perhaps we would too? The Landowner
isunimpressed. Don’t | have the right to do what |
want with my own money? Or are you envious
because l am generous?

So how are we to respond to God’s amazing
generosity towards us all who frankly deserve nothing
of him? Well, the details of that will come in the next 6
weeks, but for now — as we receive Holy Communion
in memory of Christ’s life offered for us and his gift of



eternal life — let’s be heartfelt in saying the Trinitarian
prayer of thanksgiving that follows

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the
body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to
be a living sacrifice.

Send us out in the power of your Spirit

to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.
Or in the words of a simple song | learned as a child:
Out there on Calvary’s Cross,

my saviour died.

Pierced by those cruel nails, was crucified.

Since Jesus thou hast done all this for me,
Henceforward | will live, only for thee.



