
Perhaps the devil’s greatest achievement  
has been to make us believe his lies.  
He did to Eve in the Garden of Eden,  
and he’s been doing it ever since.  
And perhaps his most successful ploy  
has been to make us disbelieve,  
or at the very least to doubt the realism,  
of one of Jesus’ sayings.  
I wonder, which of Jesus’ teachings  
do you think the devil would most want us to disbelieve  
and so to discount?  
I think the devil has perhaps worked hardest  
to make us disbelieve this saying of Jesus:  
‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’  
It is more blessed to give than to receive;  
better to be a ‘giver’ than a ‘getter’.  
 

The desire to acquire,  
the belief that it is better to get than to give,  
the belief that all I need, all we need, is just a little bit more, 
has perhaps done more damage  
to human beings individually  
and to the human race internationally  
than almost any other belief  
across the millennia of human history. 
 

 

 

 

 

But why is it so important that we name the devil’s lie,  
and that we believe what Jesus says?  
Certainly not because God has needs for himself,  
and needs us to meet them.  
As the apostle Paul says in Acts 17,  
‘God is not served by human hands,  
as if he needed anything.’  
And certainly not because God has needs for his church, 
and needs us to meet them.  
As Paul goes on, ‘God is not served by human hands,  
as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone 
life and breath and everything else.’  
  
No, it’s not to meet practical needs  
that God calls us to be ‘givers’ rather than ‘getters’.   
He is speaking about something  
more fundamental than that.  
Jesus’ words flow out of his awareness  
of two foundational realities.  
Firstly, that God himself is a ‘giver’ and not a ‘getter’.  
 

He gave Adam and Eve all the trees in the Garden of Eden  
to eat from and enjoy; all, except just one.  
He gave his people a land, a good and spacious land,  
flowing with milk and honey, to enjoy.  
He gave them a Law to live by,  
not to oppress them  
but so that they might know how to enjoy  
living in freedom together as his people.  
 



He gives to his creation all it needs. 
As the Psalmist says (Ps. 104:27-28),  
‘All creatures look to you  
to give them their food at the proper time.  
When you give it to them, they gather it up;  
when you open your hand they are satisfied with good things.’ 

 

And God is a ‘giver’ who gives to the undeserving  
as well as to the deserving,  
As Jesus says in the Sermon on the Mount, 

‘He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good,  
and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.’  
God is a ‘giver’ who delights to give and give and give again. 
As he says through the prophet Jeremiah, 
‘I will never stop doing good to them.’  
He is the God who never stops giving.  
 

And, supremely, God is a God who gives us himself.  
‘For God so loved the world  
that he gave his one and only Son’.  
God gave us himself in giving us his Son  
that we might be the people he created us to be.  
And he has given us himself in giving us his Spirit,  
that we might be the people he created us to be, 

‘through the washing of rebirth  
and renewal by the Holy Spirit.’  
At infinite cost to himself, God gives us himself.  
 

 

 

That’s the first foundational reality  
which leads Jesus to speak as he does when he says,  
‘It is more blessed to give than to receive’: 
God is a ‘giver’, not a ‘getter’. 
 

And the second foundational reality  
is that we are made in God’s image.  
We are made to be God’s images in his world,  
to show the world what God is like.  
So, we are made to be ‘givers’ not ‘getters’, just as God is.  
 

When Jesus says, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive’, 
the word ‘blessed’ means ‘happy’. 
Jesus is saying, 
‘There is more happiness in giving than in getting’,  
because ‘giving’ not ‘getting’ makes us more like God –  
and no one is happier than God, 

our constantly giving, infinitely happy, God. 
 

To the extent that we spend our lives  
following the desire to acquire,  
seeking to get just that little bit more,  
to that extent we will live as less than the human beings  
God created us to be,  
we will deprive ourselves of the happiness  
that God intends us to enjoy,  
and we will miss the point of the one life  
we have been given to live. 
 

 



But why should we take seriously words which,  
in a world such as ours,  
are so hard to believe  
and seemingly all but impossible to live by,  
to put into practice? 

The answer is because Jesus’ words  
are not a helpful suggestion,  
rather as you might find in a self-help book  
written by a life-coach.  
 

Think of the law of gravity.  
If we treat it as just a suggestion,  
our lives will be harder, more painful, 
and a great deal shorter than they are intended to be.  
But if we will accept the objective reality it describes,  
and live within its bounds,  
all the potentialities of life in this world fall open to us:  
we can care for our children safely,  
care for our planet sustainably,  
harnessing the power of rivers and waterfalls,  
build great buildings,  
take great catches in the slips,  
fly in aeroplanes, travel to the moon and beyond.  
Life in its fullness. 

 

So it is with Jesus’ words.  
They are not intended to be a helpful suggestion.  
They describe life as it is by the one who created it;  
they describe relationships as they are designed to work best 
by the one who created us to enjoy them.  

These words from this mouth describe reality.  
They are designed to set us free to be the people  
we were created to be,  
to enjoy the one life we have been given in its fullness,  
if we will believe his words and not the devil’s lie. 

 

In every aspect of life, Jesus says,  
there is more happiness in giving than getting:  
giving of our time, our attention, our energy, our love,  
our possessions, our money.  
It is better, life is better, works better,  
when we give, rather than seek to get or keep,  
because God is the Giver, 
and we are made in his image, made to give not get, 
made to live as his images.  
It is better, life works better, when we are generous  - 
generous with all that we have,  
generous with all that we are –  
because God is a generous God  
and we are made in his image, designed to be generous, 
to live as his images. 
 

If we will believe Jesus’ words and not the devil’s lie,  
if we will be ‘givers’ not ‘getters’,  
we will be human as we were created to be human,  
and our experience of life will be richer beyond our imagining  
in joy and peace and possibilities,  
in self-respect and contentment;  
and God will be honoured,  
seen by all for the gloriously generous Giver that he is. 



 

Jesus says, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’  
Who are we going to believe? 


