Giving 5 Compassionate Giving
28/06/2026 - SV/K
Prov 19:14-17; 1 John 3:16-23; Matt 25:34-40

Our first reading highlights the trajectory we’ve
travelled in the last month as we’ve thought about
generosity and giving.

We began of course with God’s generosity towards us
(v14)-in all that we receive from our parents and
direct from His hand - creation, relationship,
redemption —and how we need to express gratitude
for all his good gifts to us by a responsive generosity.

And then (v15) we’ve thought about how money can
get its hooks in us one way or another and distort our
character — making us shiftless or mean or self-
centred - but how generous giving helps us to keep
our character more like Jesus.

And (v16) we’ve thought about the need to build our
trustin God and our kindness to one another and so
live a rich and secure life both now and into eternity -
by keeping the commands of the Father in the OT and
of the Son in the NT - including giving generously.

And v17 is our key verse for today — giving one of the
answers to the question we asked right at the
beginning: yes but how?!

Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he’ll

reward them for what they’ve done.

How shall we be generous? By reflecting the Father’s
compassion, and giving to those who need our help.
This is not the only way that God asks us to be
generous — but it is a very significant one.

Jesus said to his disciples:- You will always have the
poor with you —and he wasn’t wrong! 2000 years later,
we still have the poor around us. Then, you could look
in the street and see the paralysed, the lame, the
blind, begging for their daily bread. | haven’t seen
anyone begging in the streets of our villages —though
some of them knock on the door.. and as soon as we
travel to Salisbury or Bath they are in full view. And of
course modern communications make us all too
aware of poverty across the world.



We will never run out of opportunities to bless the
poor —should that harden our hearts? No - certainly
not. Giving to the poorteaches us some very
important lessons.

1) It helps us recognise we are equal before God.
When we stand before the throne of God, as Jesus
pointed out in our gospel reading — we won’t be judged
by how wealthy we are, or by how successful we were
inincreasing our wealth. As we heard last week - we
bring nothing into this world, and we can take nothing
out of it. Rather we will be judged by what we did for
others in need with what we had — whether it was one,
two or 10 talents!

So, let’s recognise we are equal before God and not
look down on one another.

2) It helps us recognise we have a mutual
responsibility.

Those who are poorer than us will be judged by exactly

the same criterion. Some of you have less wealth

than | do - some of you have very much more. Jesus

doesn’t care. He cares what you and | are doing with

what he has given us. At this moment, we might have

resources to share —at another time we might be in
need of the resources of others.

No doubt you’ve watched the beloved old Christmas
movie: It’s a Wonderful Life. James Stewart has
poured out his life for his community, but when he
faces ruin, it is an early version of crowd-funding, the
donations of the ordinary townsfolk, that rescue him.
His neighbours recognised the mutual responsibility
we all have for each other.

And often, those who are poorer have other riches to
give — perhaps a greater experience of God’s
goodness, perhaps greater faith, or a stronger sense
of community, or greater courage. So recognise that
whatever your comparative wealth, we need one
another and have a responsibility for each another
—and give generously when you have the
opportunity.

3) It helps usrecognise that this all springs from
God’s Compassion.

God has had compassion on each one of us. As the

apostle John saysinv 16 of our second reading - This

is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down




his life for us. So we should have compassion on
others inresponse: And we ought to lay down our lives
for our brothers and sisters.

God doesn’t say about me — Mike doesn’t deserve my
help, he’s only got himself to blame. No - thanks be -
He has compassion on me. And he doesn’t say that
about the poor, either — he seeks to reach down into
their wretchedness and pull them out of it.

steering wheel. Concerned they knocked at the
window. She looked up with tears streaming down
her face, and said “No-one has ever done anything

”»
!

like that for me!” The church members didn’t know
what was going on in her life — but God did, and was

glad to use their generosity in his compassion.

William Booth, who founded the Salvation Army, was
someone who recognised and felt Christ’s
compassion for the poor in their undeserving
wretchedness and sought to lift them up from it.

Sorecognise that God has compassion on us, and
respond generously and with compassion for
others.

4) It helps us recognise that as we give with
compassion, we are giving to God.

At our last church, | heard of another vicar’s good idea
—and got the PCC to give £100 to each house-group to
give away: it couldn’t be on themselves - they could
use it bit by bit or all at once, they had to pray about
giving it away, and they had to tell us any stories that
resulted...

One group decided randomly to pay the parking fees
in the local supermarket carpark. They noticed that
one lady parked, and then flopped forward onto her

Mother Theresa went a step further. When she saw
the poor in their misery, she actually saw Christin
them and sought to serve him as she served them -to
wash his feet as she washed theirs.

As the proverb in v17 says: Whoever is kind to the poor
lends to the Lord.

And Jesus is even more direct:

% | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, |
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was
a stranger and you invited me in, %I needed clothes




and you clothed me, | was sick and you looked after
me, | was in prison and you came to visit me.

And V40: ‘Truly | tell you, whatever you did for one of
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did
forme.’

So recognise that when we give with compassion,
we are giving to God - and let’s give generously!

5) It helps us recognise that God is less interested
in our words than our actions!

As they say - actions speak louder than words. Or as
John says inv18 - Dear children, let us not love with
words or speech but with actions and in truth. | heard
someone saying that Sir Kier Starmer promised
everything would get better whilst also saying that
nothing more would be demanded —and so he
couldn’t deliver. So many governments have fallen
into the same trap — making great manifesto promises
which turned out to be just words.

John says —don’t let that be your failing too. Don’t
make empty promises —to follow Jesus, to be like
Jesus, to act for Jesus — and then leave the poor
(especially those we know) to their own misery.

So that also means we shouldn’t just be giving when
we feel we have plenty — sufficient for our own needs.
Compassion compels us to focus not on our surplus
but on the other person’s need — and to give what we
can to alleviate it.

Sorecognise that God is interested in our actions
even more than our words, and let us give as
generously as we can.

6) And lastly recognise God’s overarching blessing
—you can’t out-give God!

God has deep compassion on the poor — so when you
help them, you are acting on his behalf. He honours
that.

Remember our final proverb? V17: Whoever is kind to
the poor lends to the Lord, and he will reward them for
what they have done.

How will he repay you? Perhaps it will be by meeting a
physical need of yours.

We have certainly experienced the Lord directing the
generosity of others towards us when we needed it: a
car given to us on our return from the mission field, a



box of meat for the freezer, an envelope of money for a
much-needed holiday, a bike stolen —and money
pushed through the letter box... | know that others
here have experienced that kind of generosity here.

Perhaps it will be by giving you more financial
resources so thatyou can bless others. Perhaps it will
be by giving you your heart’s desire. Perhaps it will be
through his generosity to those you love, orto you in
the world to come. Remember what the King says to
those at his right hand:- Come, you who are blessed
by my Father; take your inheritance, the

kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the
world. So remember you can’t out-give God, and
God is no man’s debtor - and lend to God by giving
generously to the poor.

A couple of last things to say...

| know that many of you are very generous and give to
all sorts of charities. You may have responded to the
requests in last week’s Pew News for support for
Alabaré or Maridi. On God’s behalf — thank you. This
sermon isn’t to give you a hard time, but rather to
encourage you that as you do that, you are in
partnership with our Heavenly Father.

And when you give to the poor through your charitable
giving — do remember your brothers and sisters in
Christ, whom Jesus particularly wants you to help.

And I shall be challenging our PCCs, as we think about
vision later in the year, to take into account giving
away a portion of what we give to them, so that on
your behalf they too can be lending to God and about
his business, and receiving his favour & blessing in
return.

Shall we pray?

40 «“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did for me.’

"7Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord,
and he will reward them for what they have done.

Letit be so.
Amen.



