Lord’s Prayer 2 - The Father’s Kingdom
26/07/2026 — CSM/K

Ps 145:8-13; John 18:33-37; Matt 6:9-13,;31-33

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, On earth as itis
in heaven

I’m sorry | wasn’t here last week to begin our Summer

School of prayer —a chance to focus on our prayer life:

thinking about the Lord’s Prayer in the morning, and
Praying through the Psalms in the evening. Please
don’t think that by scheduling prayer for the summer
months I’m relegating it to the fag-end of the year. It
might seem that way, if you see this holiday as the end
of your year’s labour when you collapse exhausted.
But the Hebrew day began with night: we sleep while
God works, and in the morning we join him in His
labour. God’s Sabbath rest was the first day of Adam
& Eve’s life and work. | began my ministry as Team
Rector with a day of rest to remind us all (including

myself) that labour with God comes out of restin Him.

So we begin our new ‘school year’ with the summer
holidays when God rejuvenates us with his presence
and inspires us for the coming year. So even if you are
away for much of this series — take with you the
urgency to rediscover Christ in prayer. And everything

else will flow from that.

Shall we begin this talk on prayer by praying? Shall we
say Our Lord’s prayer? As our saviour taught us, so we

pray...

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
that trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from
evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.



Today, we focus on the second line: Thy Kingdom

come, thy will be done, on earth as itis in heaven.

In our Post-Lent groups, this summer, we’ve been
watching a number of OT themes arc towards the NT
and then focus in on the Cross - including the theme

of Kingdom.

We saw that at some point the people of Israel,
unsatisfied with God as their sole authority and leader
—their ‘king’ — wanted a human king like everybody
else. It didn’t work out well! Saul, full of self-doubt
and needing status and affirmation, couldn’t trust
God and began to take on himself the tasks of Samuel
the prophet. But his successor David - psalmist and
worshipper of the Lord, shepherd and trusterin the

Lord, offered a better model.

Astonishingly, God makes a covenant with David that
“Your house and your kingdom shall endure for ever

before me; your throne shall be established for ever.”

And so Psalm 145 which we heard read draws us back
into praise of the true King who reigns through the
kings of the world: " All your works praise

you, Lord; your faithful people extol you. "' They tell of
the glory of your kingdom and speak of your might,
250 that all people may know of your mighty acts and
the glorious splendour of your kingdom.

BYour kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,

and your dominion endures through all generations.

And the prophets, Isaiah among them, begin to
foretell a true king in David’s line — a great and just
ruler who will bring a great rescue and offer a great

and lasting peace.

Isaiah 11:1 - Ashoot will come up from the stump of

Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 2 The



Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— the Spirit of
counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and

fear of the Lord.

And so Jesus begins his preaching ministry - ‘The time
has come. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and

believe the good news!’

There are four things we learn about the Kingdom of
God from Jesus — 1) It is starting right now amongst us
in a small way, like a mustard seed, that will grow into
its full fruition. 2) In his resurrection we discover that
Jesus isindeed the King of life whose kingdom will
endure for ever. 3) But his crown is a crown of thorns
and he reigns from the cross — and so he rules not
through fear but in the suffering of love. 4) And so,
finally, we discover that God’s king is not only or
primarily a physical and political ruler but also a

spiritual one reigning over sin and death.

As Jesus himself says in our second reading: ‘My
kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants
would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders.

But now my kingdom is from another place.’

And so itis with these things in mind that we turn to
our prayer line for today.
Our Father. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on

earth as itis in heaven.

Of course ‘Thy will be done’ takes us straight on to
Jesus’ powerful prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane.
‘Abba, Father, Take this cup from me, Yet not what |

will, but what you will.

At this watershed in his life and ministry, it seems he
is using the words of the prayer he has taught his
disciples, which was clearly a pattern he was already

using himself.

e Abba, Father - Our Father in Heaven



e Take this cup from me —deliver us from evil.
e Yet not what I will, but what you will. — Thy Kingdom

come, thy will be done.

Not only does Jesus’ own praying give an authenticity
to the way he taught us to pray - but it also gives us

some clues as to what he meant by these words.

Our Father —who is with us in the worst, as well as the

best moments of our lives.

Thy kingdom come - in Jesus - both now and in the

new life to come.

Thy will be done - whether it means our ease and
blessing, or sharing the suffering and struggles of

Gethsemane and beyond.

In earth — here right now in our lives and across our

world

As itis in heaven — where Christ already reigns and
has demonstrated the character of the kingdom to
which we have given our allegiance, and has shown us
the glories of his eternal reign towards which he calls

us.

For as with so much of our Christian Discipleship
there are three tenses involved, and we live in two of

them!

The Past: Jesus Christ is the fulfilment of all that the
bible and the people of God have ever looked forin
their true king. He has saved us from the power of sin,
death & hell. God’s will has been done in him —and we
give endless thanks that we no longer have to live

bound to our past rebellions.

So we no longer live in the past-we live in the present
tense. In which we have bowed the knee to Jesus as
our King, and in which we still seek, moment by

moment and day by day to trust him, obey him, and to



do his will whatever it might cost us. Thy kingdom

come, thy will be done, in my life now.

And as we sek Christ’s kingdom now, as Jesus says in
our 3" reading — all these other things will be given to

us as well.

So we also live in the future — for Christ is also
reigning eternally, and he has initiated that eternal
rule in our lives already. We are already the inheritors
of the new world in which Christ’s will is done — and
one day we will experience that in all its fullness. And
so we pray for the coming of that day. Thy Kingdom

Come, thy will be done. In earth as itis in heaven.

Shall we pray?

Our heavenly Father.

We live in both the now and the not yet.

Your kingdom is around us - but not yet fully.

And many of us here today feel the tension of that —in
the world we live in, in our communities, in our

families, in our own circumstances, and in our bodies.

Thy Kingdom Come,
thy will be done.
In earth as itis in heaven.

Amen.



