Giving 7 Joyful Giving
12/07/2026 - SV/H
2Sam 6:12-19; 2 Cor 9:1-15; Luke 19:1-10

Well - as you will all be thoroughly aware by now —we
have been focusing this last 6 weeks on Generosity
and giving. We’ve covered a lot of ground.

e We thought often of God’s generosity to us in
creation, redemption & transformation.

e We’ve seen how the bible encourages a responsive
generosity —the OT offering a 10% of earnings
benchmark —and the NT raising it in effect to
everything we have!

e We’ve listened to Jesus encouraging us to trust our
Heavenly Father for our needs and warning us not
to let Money get its hooks in us

e and we’ve seen that giving is a powerful tool for
strengthening our discipleship — our walk with

Jesus.

e We’ve seen how the bible continuously urges
God’s people to give towards the needs of the poor
e Butalsoto contribute to the personnel, the

buildings and the mission of the church.

And so here we are on our Response Day - ready to
declare our response to all the goodness of God. As
we reflect on our readings, | want to bring us back to
the generosity of God, and three attitudes we are

encouraged to have as we give.

And the first is ‘Worshipfully’. We see thatin our first
reading. David is tremendously generous to his city —
but it all flows out of his gratitude to God for finally
allowing him to bring the Ark of the Covenant - the
symbol of God’s presence (his favour, his blessing, his
protection) into Jerusalem. So he is worshipping with
all his might — much to his family’s embarrassment.

But he doesn’t care. Thisis his God, whom he has



served all his life, and who has now made him King
and consented to grace his city with His presence.
And the generosity with which he blesses others flows

from the consciousness of God’s blessing on him.

The second is ‘Willingly’.

In v5 of our second reading, Paul is making careful
arrangements with the Corinthians so that they won’t
be caught on the hop and look as if they are only giving
under duress. Then it will be ready, as a generous gift,

not as one grudgingly given.

It can seem like that, can’tit, if we are caughtin the
street with our friends and have a collecting box thrust
at us! Anything we give feels under pressure and can

seem grudging.

Which is why | have written to you all in advance, to

give you time to think and pray what your response

should be. I’ve heard that one or two have felt rather
beleaguered by all the simultaneous requests for
money that have come out just now — even a little
resentful. I’mreally sorry for that. Thatis absolutely
the last thing | — or St Paul would want! As he says in
V7,7 Each of you should give what you have decided in
your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

So it’s not just about looking willing to others - it’s
also about being settled in our hearts that we are glad
to give this amount to God. And some of us take a
little longer than others to process our situation and
the needs around us, and get to that point! So if you

aren’tyet ready to give ‘Willingly’ — come back later!

And finally ‘Confidently’.
There is so much here about God blessing us in return
when we give generously to His work. V6 ¢ Remember

this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,



and whoever sows generously will also reap
generously.

V8 8And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that
in all things at all times, having all that you need, you
will abound in every good work.

V10 " Now he who supplies seed to the sower and
bread for food will also supply and increase your store
of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your
righteousness.

And V11 ""You will be enriched in every way so that
you can be generous on every occasion, and your

generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

So we don’t need to be concerned that giving to God
will leave us short. As we sow generously, we’ll reap
generously; As we are generous, so God will enrich us

that we can be even more generous.

e Whywas David generous? Because God had given
him a kingdom and his presence.

e Why did Paul pour himself out for his churches?
Because Jesus had forgiven him, chief of sinners.

e Why were the Corinthians generous? Because
they’d received the good news of Jesus, become
part of his family, and been filled with his Spirit.

e Whywas Zacchaeus generous? Because the Son
of David, his new Lord, had come to his house —

and he a tax-collector!

What reasons has the Lord given us to be generous?
So many - count them for yourselves. ®* Thanks be to

God for his indescribable gift!



