Giving 6 Ministry of the PCC
05/07/2026 — NB/CSP
Ex 35:4-10,20-29; 1 Cor 15:58-16:4; Mark 12:41-44

| think it was Abraham Lincoln who said: “If all the
people who had ever fallen asleep in church were laid
endtoend... ... they would be a great deal more

comfortable!”

| know going to church can seem boring, irrelevant or
insignificant. But in fact church is the coolest thing.

Let me tell you why.

Firstly, because the church is the biggest group of
people in the world! You may think, sitting here today,
that we are only a tiny part of the life of the Wylye
Valley. But across the world, there are literally billions
of Christians. Many more than the population of
China or India! Some countries are 98% Christian.
Taken right across the world, nearly one in three
people are Christian. That’s a huge family you are part

of!

And the church is for ever. Microsoft and Apple,
MacDonalds & CocoaCola. How long will they last?
Will they still be here in 500 years time? Unlikely. 1000
years? No way. But the church? Definitely — 2000
years, 3000 years. Till Christ returns and on into

eternity... there’ll always be his church.

And the church is everywhere. Wherever you go in the
world, on a Sunday there’ll be Christians meeting
together. It might be hard to find them, ifit’s a
dangerous place to be a Christian — but if you look
hard enough, they’ll be there. And if you make the
effort to join them — no matter what language they
pray in, or what they eat afterwards - you’ll be

welcome, part of the family.

And though, from time to time, you might be tempted
to think that church-going is a pointless activity with
no discernible purpose — each of these little pieces of
the huge world-wide church has been given so you

can discover your own purpose in life — the purpose



God the creator Father designed for each of us, and

for the church as his people.

And more than that - the church is God’s plan for the
world! Christ died to redeem the world —and he
entrusted this good news to the church that it should
share it and live it out. Forgiveness, reconciliation with
God, new life in the present and eternity in the
Father’s presence. And then he gave his Spirit to
enable his mission to be completed —to who? To the

church! You are his plan A... and there is no plan B!

Let me read you some words- which | utterly endorse!

and offers truth to the confused. It supports those in
need and opens its arms to the forgotten, the
downtrodden, the disillusioned. It breaks the chains
of addictions, frees the oppressed, and offers
belonging to the marginalized of this world.

Whatever the capacity for human suffering, the
church has a greater capacity for healing &
wholeness. The potential of the local church is almost
more than | can grasp. No other organisation on earth

is like the church. Nothing even comes close.

There is nothing like the local church when it’s
working right. Its beauty is indescribable. Its power is
breathtaking. Its potential unlimited.

It comforts the grieving and heals the broken in the

context of community. It builds bridges to seekers

| love the church! And even more important — Jesus
loves his church. You! And he is seeking to do his work
through you. You are not just a fun hobby, a worthy
activity or a group of friends, a beloved building or a
beautiful liturgy. You are the Father’s Children, the
Son’s Bride, the Spirit’s Army. You are his bridgehead
into this valley. You are the ones entrusted with his

mission.




So everything we’ve said about responding generously
to God for all his generosity to us applies more than
anything to the work of the local church of Jesus -

which for us means these churches in this valley.

So let me tell you very quickly of four responsibilities
which the bible assigns to the local church of Jesus,
and to which God encourages to direct our financial
resources. To help you, they all begin with P for
Pounds!

People, Places, Purpose and The Poor.

1) People. God always chooses to get things done
through people. We’ve heard a lot this last month
about the Old Testament Tithe. The tithe was a
mechanism for supporting an entire tribe, the Levites,
who were dedicated to the work of the Lord. The
community gave 10% of their wealth and that was

directed at personnelin the Lord’s service. Inthe New

Testament, we see how Jesus was supported by the
giving of those around him. And Paul encourages his
churches to adequately support their leaders — ‘the
labourer is worthy of his hire!” In our case, that means
contributing our Parish Share to the Diocese which
pays for Tim and |, and all the other ways in which the
Diocese supports us. It also means contributing to the
costs of our excellent administrator, Simon, who
handles the really critical things like Weddings,

Funerals and Graveyards!

2) Purpose. The purpose of the Church is to worship
God, to share the good news of Jesus with its wider
community, and to live out the love of Jesus for each
other and its neighbours. In each of our villages we do
that in various ways. Most of the PCC’s actual
spending is given to this. And each contributes to a
Team budget which we use for this. We’ll be talking

more about this in the Autumn and new year.



3) The Poor. As we heard last week, God has a special
place for the poor of the world in his heart, and he
wants his people to open their hearts to them. Thank
you for all the ways you do that. Jesus and his
disciples had a common bag - or PCC bank account -
to pay for their life together — and out of that he
directed some to be given to the poor, especially at
the great feasts. Despite them not having many sticks
to rub together, he still taught his disciples to give

away to the poor some of what they had.

What we see in our second reading, however, is that
Paul has been teaching his churches to care
especially for the poorin the church. He is gathering
contributions from around his churches to take to the
church in Jerusalem which has suffered a disastrous
famine. So let us not forget our own poor —we have a
special responsibility for Christians — our brothers and

sisters in need.

4) Place. In our first reading, we see how the Lord set
aside a particular place for worship, and then invited
the people to give the best they could to make it an
inviting, hospitable, practical and inspiring place
where they could gather to worship their God. The
disciples, of course, were engaged in an itinerant
ministry — but they still gave to the temple as the focus
of their people’s worship. Later they began to meetin
houses, and there is one in Capernaum which within a
few decades had been enlarged to allow a greater
gathering — the start of the local church! It is so helpful
to have a place large enough for us to gather in — but
we still need to make it inviting, hospitable, practical

and inspiring!

Well, not surprisingly, two thousand years later, these
are still the four main responsibilities of our PCCs -
people, purpose, place and the poor. | have written to

all members of our eight electoral rolls asking them —



you —to think and pray about your giving to your PCC
in the light of all that we have learned these last 6
weeks. There is a yellow response form, which I’d love
you to complete — whether you feel you can increase
your giving, or need to leave it at the same level or
even reduce it. Please think and pray about it, and
bring your response form next week, or to your own
church when we are next there over the following
three weeks. If you haven’t received a pack — please

pick one up from your own church.

A couple of last comments.

In our reading, Paul urges all his churches to grow a
disciplined habit of gathering money each week so
that they have enough when the moment of need
arrives. Some of you bring some money every week in
a gift-aid envelope and give it to whichever church you

are in on the day. Thank you for that. Paul would

appreciate it —and our smaller churches in particular

really appreciate you doing this.

| would also like to encourage you, if you don’t
already, to begin a monthly standing order to your own
PCC - or better still, to begin using the Parish Giving
Scheme. This really helps your PCC have confidence
in their cash flow and makes their income more tax
effective. There is information in the pack | have sent
round about all of that - but if you want help, do speak

with your treasurer.

Secondly, like Paul, and indeed Moses, | am also
conscious that finance isn’t the only way we give to
God. Moses says: All who are skilled among you are
to come and make everything the Lord has
commanded. And Paul starts our second reading:
Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord,

because you know that your labour in the Lord is not in



vain. And that certainly included all the other ways the
Corinthians laboured for the Lord. Thank you for all
the other ways that you support the Lord’s work

through your church and our Team.

Here’s another thing to think about. The early
Christians were incredibly generous to each other -
selling what they had and sharing it, especially with
those in need. Admittedly, they did think Jesus would
be coming back any moment so they wouldn’t need
land and property for much longer! We can see from
Paul’s letters, especially to the Thessalonians, that
they began to reassess this once they started to
realise that the church on earth would be going on for
longer than anticipated — so income would become

more important than capital!

Nonetheless, there will still be a moment for each one

of us when we must give away everything we possess

—which is of course when we die. Thatis a key way of
assessing our priorities. As God said to the wealthy
farmer in Jesus’ parable: “Who will get what you have
prepared for yourself then?!” Most of us give
everything to our close families — but for those of us
for whom the church is precious, and who have been
giving to it all our lives, adding a gift to the church into
our wills allows us to include it in this final act of
generosity. I’ve done something about that—and |

invite you to think about it too.

Finally — you may feel your financial circumstances
mean you don’t have much to give. Jesus is very clear,
in our gospel reading, that it isn’t the amount which
impresses him, but how much itis for you.

There are two very significant details in the episode
that Jesus observes.. The firstis clearly that although
this widow has almost nothing, she refuses to be

excluded from the privilege of contributing to the



worship of her God. Even when we have almost

nothing, we can still take partin God’s work.

The second is that she had two tiny coins in her
handbag. She could have given one of them - leaving
enough for supper. But she put them both in. For

Jesus, that is generosity indeed.

Shall we pray?

Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, ‘Truly | tell you,
this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all
the others. #They all gave out of their wealth; but she,

out of her poverty, put in everything — all she had to live

)

on.

Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord,
because you know that your labour in the Lord is not in
vain.



