| once gave my father a birthday card

which, on the outside, said,

‘What do you give the man who has everything?’
and, on the inside, gave the answer: ‘Penicillin’.

What do you give the person who has everything?

Or, to ask the question in another way:

what is the secret to contentment?

Is it, in fact, to have everything you could possibly want?
Two things would suggest not.

One, the uncertainty of the future:

what if all those things are suddenly taken away from me?
And, two, Paul, who, as he writes this letter,

is chained and in prison,

not knowing whether he will live or die,

says he is content.

True contentment, undefeatable contentment,
seems to have little or nothing to do

with our present circumstances.

As Paul saysinv.11:

‘l have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.

| know what itis to be in need,

and | know what it is to have plenty.

| have learned the secret of being content
in any and every situation.’

And what is this secret?

He tells us in the next verse:

‘l can do all this, | can live in plenty or in want,
through him who gives me strength.’

The secret of contentment is a Person.

And who is this Person?

He tells us in the last verse of our passage, when he says,
‘And my God will meet all your needs

according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.’
Whose needs will he meet? Our needs.

How many of our needs? All our needs.

To what extent will he meet all our needs?

To the fullest possible extent.

According to his glorious riches.

And where are those riches to be found? In Christ Jesus.

The secret of unconquerable contentment, says Paul,
perhaps the most contented human being

who has ever lived,

is a Person -

a relationship with Jesus Christ —

seeing, savouring and being satisfied by

the Lord Jesus Christ.



Imagine you are in need of money,

and you come to me to ask for a loan.

Yes, | say; you can have all I’'ve gotin my account.
Great, you say.

And we go to the bank, and | ask for my balance,
and I’ve got 75p in my account.

| will meet your needs according to the riches in my account.

It won’t do you much good, will it?

But of Jesus, elsewhere Paul says that in Christ

‘are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge’,
that ‘in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives’.

And here inv.19 he takes us to the heavenly bank,

he asks to see what God has in his account,

and he says, ‘my God will meet all your needs
according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.’

At every point of our need,

God will meet us, sustain us, carry us;

he will always be able to provide for us all that we need:
his resources are inexhaustible,

and he lays them all entirely at our disposal, for our good.

As we look to the future, whatever it may hold,

plenty or want,

we can trust entirely in all that God has for us in Jesus.
The secret of contentmentis a Person —

to be in relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.

All of which makes it all the more surprising
when Paul says to the Philippians, inv.18,

‘l have more than enough. | am amply supplied,
now that | have received the gifts you sent.’
Surely, he should say,

‘l have more than enough, | am amply supplied,
through my relationship with Jesus.’

And yet he says that he is amply supplied
through the gifts they have sent him.

How are we to make sense of this?

How can both of these things we true?

By realising that most often God gives his blessings to us
not directly but through secondary means.

What do we mean by ‘secondary means’?
Let me give you an example

Do we believe that God can heal today? Yes.

Do we believe that God can heal someone directly today?
Yes.

Does the evidence suggest that most often

God gives his healing through the NHS? Yes.

When we are healed

through the interventions of doctors and nurses,

drugs and operations,

do we give thanks to God? Yes.

In other words, we see that God has given his healing
through secondary means,

the doctors and nurses of the NHS, and we thank him for it.



How does Paul experience

the all-sufficient goodness of God to him,

providing for his every need

even as he faces the prospect of execution?

He does so through the secondary means

of the generosity of the Philippian Christians

who, at cost to themselves, send him their gifts:
gifts to meet his practical needs;

gifts to meet his spiritual needs,

to boost his morale,

as, alone in his prison cell,

he senses their closeness to him

and is encouraged to keep trusting

in the presence and the goodness of the Lord Jesus.
Through the Philippians gifts

Paul receives the riches of God’s grace to him in Jesus Christ
and he is content.

And that is why our giving matters —
because it is the means through which
God keeps his promise to meet the needs of all his people.

As we are moved to give

because of our relationship with Jesus,

so the relationship of others with Jesus is strengthened
as they experience his faithfulness to his promises,
and their needs are met by God through our gifts.

Earlier in our sermon series

Mike spoke of how George Mueller trusted God
and was able to set up five orphanages

to meet the needs of more than ten thousand
of the neediest of children,

without ever asking anyone for any money.

But let’s look at the other side of that coin.

If hundreds, perhaps thousands of people

had not given to Mueller’s work, without being asked to,
none of those children would have been helped.

Most often God sends his grace and blessings into the world,
through secondary means,

through people like you and me.

That’s why our giving matters so much:

because our giving is one of the ways through which God
keeps his promise to meet all the needs of all of his people.

So, the questionis not,

‘What do you give the person who has everything?’
The question is,

‘What will you give for the God who has everything,
so that through our gifts,

through our partnership with him,

others might come to discover the secret

of true and unconquerable contentment for themselves:
that our God is a faithful God

who keeps his promise to meet all our needs
according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.’



