Two of the petitions in the Lord’s Prayer
are closely related to one another.
Having asked God, negatively, to lead us not into temptation,

Jesus then teaches us to ask God for its positive counterpart:

to deliver us from evil.

In our Gospel reading today,

part of the prayer Jesus prayed

the night before he was crucified,

he prays this same prayer for us: deliver them from evil.
And he gives expression to three of the ways

in which he knows his Father will answer it.

He asks his Father to deliver us from evil by protecting us,
by purifying us, and by empowering us.

Firstly, v.11, he asks his Father to protect us

by the power of his Name.

God’s name is a way of expressing all that God is.
Which means there is nothing more powerful

by which we can be protected.

Like the royal coat of arms on a British passport
declares that we travel under the protection of the king,
so the name of God declares that we live

under the protection of the King of heaven and earth.

This is the bedrock of our eternal security.

God does not just show us the path to take in our lives,
and leave us to get on with it;

he actively holds and guards his children on the path,
protecting them from all their enemies,

delivering them from evil.

On the last night of a Christian summer camp,

one of the children said to their camp leader,

‘l want to follow Jesus,

but | know that | won’t be able to keep it up

once | get back home'

The leader asked the young child to grasp his wrist

and to hold on as tightly as they could.

And then, effortlessly he pulled his arm out of the child’s grip.
Then he took hold of the child’s wrist

and told them to pull themself free.

Try as they might, the child could not escape

the leader’s grip.

‘It’s not your hold on God that counts, he said to the child,
‘but God’s hold onyou.

The more clearly and intimately we grow to know God,
to know his name,

the more we will be delivered from evil.

God protects, holds, guards his children

by the infinite power of his name.

The second way Jesus asks his Father to deliver us from evil
is by purifying us by the power of his Word, v.17:
‘Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.

Right living — that’s what being ‘sanctified’ means —
right living flows out of our readiness

to embrace the truth of God’s Word in our lives.
Perhaps an example will help.



There were two ways to live in the face of the Covid 19 virus.
One was to stay indoors and never go out —

to take ourselves out of the world.

The other was to take the vaccine into ourselves.

The more fully we were vaccinated,

the more safely, the more richly we could continue to enjoy
our lives

even in the midst of potential dangers in the world outside.

Inv.15, Jesus prays, ‘My prayer is not that you take them out
of the world but that you protect them from the evil one’

God does not take us out of the world to deliver us from evil.

Instead, he puts his Word in us.

The more we take God’s Word into ourselves,

the more we read it, engage with it just for a few minutes
at the beginning of every day,

the more protected we will be

from the viral falsehood and corruption of the world,
and so the more safely, the more richly,

we will be able to live the life God has given us.

God purifies his children by the power of his Word

and so delivers them from evil.

And, thirdly, Jesus asks God to deliver us from evil
by empowering us —

empowering us by the power of his Son’s example.
Do you see thatin v.18, where Jesus says,

‘As you sent me into the world,

| have sent them into the world.’

As Jesus, so us.

And Jesus was not sent alone into the world

to resist evil and bear witness to his Father;

he was empowered by the Holy Spirit.

And as Jesus, so us.

We are not left alone to resist evil

and bear witness to Jesus in the world.

God delivers us from evil

by empowering us to fight evil

by the power of the Holy Spirit dwelling within us.

But what will this look like?

What will it look like

to live as those who are being delivered from evil?
We’ve seen already that it won’t mean

being spared the difficulties and pain

of living in a fallen world.

Jesus does not pray that we be taken out of the world.
Instead, he says, v.19,

‘For them | sanctify myself,

that they too may be truly sanctified.

When he says he sanctifies himself,

he is talking about his death on the cross.

And what he is saying is that we can only know
what it looks like to live right —to be ‘sanctified’ -
and we can only have the power to live right
because he first died right.

‘For them | sanctify myself

that they too may be truly sanctified.



Again, perhaps an example may help.

Imagine you want to buy a shiny new car,

but you have no money.

You have a friend who has lots of money

because they have been saving up for several years
to go on a special holiday.

One day your friend discovers your desire to buy that new car.

They cancel their holiday plans and give you the money.
Now you have all the money you need.

You have the power to buy that car.

But your friend hasn’t only given you the money;

they have also given you the pattern

for how to use your money - in self-sacrificial generosity,
as an expression of love.

Jesus, in his self-sacrificial death for us,

gives us both the power to live right

and also the pattern for what it looks like to live right —

to live lives of loving, self-sacrificial generosity to others.
Both the power and the pattern

flow out of Jesus’ death for us.

The more clearly we see what it cost Jesus

to deliver us from evil,

the more we will be able to resist

giving in to the evil, the selfishness, in our own lives
for which he died.

‘For them | sanctify myself,

that they too may be truly sanctified’ -

that they may be delivered from evil.

Our Father in heaven, deliver us from evil

by protecting us by the power of your Name,
purifying us by the power of your Word,

and empowering us

by the power and the pattern of your Son’s death.
Amen.



