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THE DIARY

EDITORIAL

One of the Editorial committee asked
Roger Hammond to design a front page for
our Christmas edition. The Editorial
committee loved the image (centre) but
felt there was a need for more signs of
Christmas. There is an explanation of this
image:

1)  Chrysanthemum. 2) Crystal swan.
3) Asin1).4) Thesky.5) Soap film.
6) Silhouette against a misty sun.

All to do with the Light of Christ coming
into the world and the joys He brings to
our lives.

You might be interested in the way
Roger made the snowflake: he cut it out
of one sheet of tissue paper - as you can
imagine, it took a long time. He couldn’t
use glue, as that would show, so he held it
all between two layers of glass.

Might | take the opportunity to thank
Roger for his contribution.

If any of our readers would like to
design an image or front page, please
contact the editor for the monthly theme.
| hope all our Readers, Contributors and
Advertisers have a splendid and enjoyable
Christmas.

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

| have never been one to take anything for
granted but we are all human and
occasionally even the best intentions fall
short. The Christmas/New Year edition of
the Parish News, however, gives me an
opportunity to draw in all the various
constituent parts that make this local,
rural magazine work - and to thank them.

Foremost is the Committee without
whom it simply would not leave the
starting blocks. Many people may have an
idea but for those to reach fruition others
have to make them happen. The manage-
ment of the Parish News is sound and well
done and | am immensely grateful to Robin
Culver (Editor), Diana Walker (Treasurer),
Gilly Milne (Designer and Setter), Ralph
Oxborrow (Advertising Manager) Katherine
Venning (Team focus, Market Place
and Contacts), and Jonathan Wansey,
Jon Royds and Angela Rosenthal for all
they do.

Next, our regular contributors are
erudite, interesting and loyally keep to
the Editor’s timetable. Leading this group
is the Ministry Team who fill two pages of
the twelve we have available, but ours is

A free warm space to sit, stay and take
part in activities including:
Craft & Chat: Tuesdays 10am-12pm;
Community puzzle: Sit for a while and
help complete our jigsaw puzzle

Warm packs (scarf, thermal hat and
gloves, fleece blanket and a hot water
bottle with a cover) - completely free.

Free SIMs and mobile data for 18+
years old and from a low-income house-
hold.

Signposting to community partners
and agencies that can support you
through the rising cost of living.

WARMINSTER LIBRARY

is extending a warm welcome to all this winter.

Our opening hours are:
Monday 10am-7pm
Tuesday 9.30am-5pm
Wednesday 9.30am-12.30pm
Thursday 9.30am-7pm
Friday 9.30am-5pm

Saturday 9.30am-4pm

STEWART PENNY
SERVICES

GARDEN MACHINERY
SALES, SERVICE & REPAIRS

WESTON NURSERIES
CORTON
NR WARMINSTER
BA12 0SZ

TEL 07714 212806

stewartpennyservices@outIook.co

QUIZ NIGHT

Raising funds for
Warminster Group
Riding for the Disabled Association

Thursday 8 February 2024
THE CLUB
WARMINSTER
Starting 7:45pm (Doors Open 7pm)
Donations of Raffle Prizes appreciated
Advanced Booking

Only for Teams of 4 max.
Call Ron Dawson : 01985 840638

not a purely religion-based publication;
rather, it is one more balanced to suit
modern needs and our articles on farming,
gardening, angling and news from our
villages reflect the variety in our lives
here.

The Parish News is ‘free at the point
of delivery.’ That said, costs of production
are heavy (but fair) so our advertisers, as
well as providing a useful service to
the community, are our life support. Our
Printers, Footfall, are understanding,
competent and prompt and, once received
in bulk, our magazines are then
distributed by up to a hundred volunteers
who get some 1400 copies into letter
boxes ten times a year.

To all these devoted people | send
Christmas and New Year greetings, best
wishes for good health and happiness in
these difficult times and, most of all, our
thanks for every contribution that enables
the Parish News to continue to provide the
service for which it is intended.

Thank you.
David Shaw

The first Big Breakfast
in the Fane Hall,
9am-11am
Saturday 27th January 2024

FILMS AT THE WOOLSTORE

The season starts again on 10th
January and on the first Wednesday of
the month thereafter. Check the
Woolstore Theatre website for
details and to book tickets online.

PARISH NEWS

Editor Robin Culver
robinwculver@mac.com

Chairman David Shaw 850372

danddshaw@btinternet.com

ADVERTISING AND EDITORIAL

The Parish News, which is not for profit, relies on and is
very grateful to all advertisers without whom the
magazine could not be produced. Prospective advertisers
should contact Ralph Oxborrow (see details below).
However the Parish News does not endorse any of the
products or services advertised and takes no
responsibility for any disappointment, accident or injury,
howsoever caused, resulting from purchase or
involvement. We welcome contributions on any subject
but reserve the right to edit to fit. Opinions expressed in
material from contributors are for readers to appreciate
and are not necessarily endorsed by the editorial team.

All editorial copy should be sent to the Editor
robinwculver@mac.com by 10th of previous month.

Advertising contact Ralph Oxborrow 841078
rsoxborrow1@aol.com

Marketplace contact Katherine Venning 840283
katherine.venning@gmail.com

Printing by Footfall Direct 01225 706058
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THE UPPER WYLYE VALLEY TEAM

Our vision is to be open, welcoming, growing and inclusive churches,
living within the love of God, and sharing God's love and life with others.

upperwylyevalleyteam.com

MINISTRY TEAM LETTER

EVERY CONTACT LEAVES A TRACE

Those of you who enjoy detective novels
will immediately think of fingerprints,
foot-prints, or DNA. Every criminal will
leave behind a trace. | think this is also
very true of our daily contact with people.
Think of the thousands, perhaps millions,
of encounters you have had with friends
and strangers over your lifetime. Contacts
always leave an imprint on our brain and
often influence our values and contribute
to who we are as a person. There is a radio
programme where listeners are invited to
phone in and thank a stranger who came
to their aid. These encounters were many
years ago but that contact left a trace
that was permanent and never
forgotten; often changing their lives.

This idea that every contact leaves
a trace reminds me of the Christmas story
presented in word, drama, music, and art.
The incarnation, the birth of Jesus, also
known as Emmanuel which means God
with us, was a contact God made with all
of humanity and that contact is renewed
every Christmas. Many people are drawn
to Church over Christmas, it may be as a
regular visitor or, for the curious, a first
time visit to a church service. This contact
with God and Jesus will leave a trace as
will the visit itself and contact with
members of the congregation and the
welcome they receive. As they leave, we
have to trust in God that his Spirit will use
the trace or mark the contact has left to
change their lives.

This idea that every contact leaves
a trace isn’t just about Christmas; as |
wrote earlier it is a daily occurrence in
many ways. The contact may be brief or
long, but it always leaves a trace or mark.
| have been with you for 7 years and when

| came, | knew no one. During those 7
years as your Team Vicar | have had
contact with so many people and those
contacts have certainly left their trace or
mark on me. We met as strangers and part
as friends. | retire as your Team Vicar in
February, my last service will be on 4th
February in St John’s, Sutton Veny and |
hope to see many of you there. Contact
with all of you has changed my life; | have
learned a lot about myself and how God
works in the world. It has been a privilege
and joy to serve you.

Rev Clifford Stride, Team Vicar

THOUGHT FORTHE MONTH

The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary; you have found favour with God. You
will conceive and give birth to a son, and
you are to call him Jesus. He will be great
and will be called the Son of the Most
High. The Lord God will give him the
throne of his father David, and he will
reign over Jacob’s descendants forever;
his kingdom will never end.” “How will
this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since |
am a virgin?”

The angel answered, “The Holy
Spirit will come on you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you. So the
holy one to be born will be called the Son
of God.

Luke's Good News Chapter 1v30-35 RH

ADVENT SUNDAY
From darkness To light
with readings and carols
Heytesbury church
3 DECEMBER AT 6.00 p.m.

Did you know?

low-cost counselling to children and
young people(4- 18 yrs)
and their families in
Wiltshire. We must
fundraise for every
penny we spend.

So if you are entering

a funrun, swimathon, bake sale,
or any other fundraising initiative,
please think of funding us.

trust

The Family Counselling Trust provides

/p'}fc:nily

counselling

Any fundraising ideas and
support are welcome.

Our website gives all the
information you may need
at https://www.family
counselling trust.org

Or email me,

Stephanie Stevens,
chair-wiltshire@
familycounselling trust.org.

LOVING OUR NEIGHBOUR AS CHRIST LOVES US
Do you need some support? If you would like a chat,
prayers, spiritual, pastoral or practical support and

help, please do call someone from the numbers below

TEAM RECTOR Vacancy
upperwylyevalleyteam@gmail.com

MINISTRY TEAM

Team Vicar

The Revd Clifford Stride (on duty Tues.Wed.Sun)
cgstride@btinternet.com 850941

Ordained Minister with Permission to Officiate

The Revd Jonathan Hiscox
jonathan.hiscox@btinternet.com

Licensed Lay Minister

840966

Katherine Venning LLM 840283
katherine.venning@gmail.com
CHURCHWARDENS
Boyton & Corton Post vacant
Codford St Mary Post vacant
Codford St Peter Alasdair McGregor 850073
Heytesbury Tina Sitwell 840556
Knook Robert Pottow 850285
Norton Bavant John Acworth 840134
Edward Moore 840420
Sherrington Richard Morris 07555425110
Sutton Veny Richard Jackman 840899
Tytherington Caroline Lester-Card 07787556505
Upton Lovell Andrew Cumming 850834
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS
Codford Henry Collins 850193
Norton Bavant Didee Acworth 840134
Heytesbury: Alison Tebbs 841192
Sutton Veny Richard Jackman 840899

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER Kim Sutton
suttonkimh@gmail.com
Nick Claypoole
Katherine Venning

Glorious Food

Home-made food for
all occasions
Dinners, lunches, funeral teas
Canapé parties

BELL RINGERS
PARISH CHOIR

850724
840283

Please email or ring if you’d like
to discuss a forthcoming event

Melanie Lee
07790 082162
melcooking@hotmail.com
find me on Instagram - melsgloriousfood

At Farnfields Solicitors we
always put your interests first,
that’s why we have been in
business since 1936.

Conveyancing, Family, Commercial,
Business, Wills, Probate, Trusts,
and more
For more information T: 01985 214661

E: info@farnfields.com or m

visit www.farnfields.com
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MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST

Thankfully the bid
made many months
. ago into the Bishop of
| Salisbury's very busy
ey diary held and a very
strong turn out of breakfasters gathered
to hear the Right Reverend Stephen Lake,
who has now been in post for approaching
18 months, reflect on the incisive question
put to him by a primary school child - “Are
you enjoying being a bishop?”. The break-
fasters certainly enjoyed listening to him
speak and came away a little wiser about
the workings of the Salisbury Diocese and
sympathetic to the issues with which
Bishop Stephen is grappling. He was
clearly attuned to the particular
circumstances faced by the Upper Wylye
Valley Team and it was encouraging to
hear him air examples of the innovative
approaches that might be necessary to
address them. Bishop Stephen made it
clear that he lives out the new diocesan
vision of ‘Making Jesus Known’. His talk
gave all present confidence that he will
continue to inspire those around him with
Courageous Christian Leadership, which is
one strand of the five strategies that
underpin the vision. Over £140 was
collected for Bishop Stephen’s nominated
charity, the Sudan Medical Link.
The speaker at the December
breakfast comes from in-house and is to

be Anthony Bainbridge. An engineer by
background with a varied career that
ranged from aerospace to nuclear
submarines and finished with time as a
Teaching Fellow at the University of Bath,
he has lived in Codford for many years and
been active in his support for St Peter’s
church. He has been a prison visitor for
over 30 years and it is this experience that
he will speak to in December.

The  breakfast on  Monday
December 4th will be held at 8.00am (for
8.15 start) at the George Inn, Longbridge
Deverill. Breakfasts cost £15, of which £2
will go towards the charity of the
speaker’'s choice - on this occasion it will
be the Howard League for Penal Reform.

The first breakfast in the New Year
will take place on the second Monday of
the month, the 8th January, when the
speaker will be Andrew Kerr, the Chairman
of the Sustainable Eel Group (SEG), a
Europe wide conservation and science led
organisation working to accelerate the
eel’s recovery. Supporting law enforce-
ment in the trafficking in glass eels,
campaigning to remove or circumvent
river barriers to eel migration and actively
restocking, the SEG works tirelessly to
reverse the dramatic decline in the
population of these mysterious fish.

Please note, this is not a club, but
is open to all. Just contact the organisers

AN INTRIGUING REQUEST

On 3rd October | received an email,
forwarded by Clifford, from an Associate
Priest at All Saints, Chedgrave in the Chet
Valley outside Norwich. It was an appeal
for a contribution, however small,
towards their fundraising to restore and
preserve their medieval stained glass.
They told how on 15th August 2023,
their historically important east window
containing much mediaeval continental
stained glass, was seriously vandalised. It
was estimated that the repairs would be
in the region of £50,000 + VAT and they

were also being advised to install an
internally ventilated protective glazing
system to help preserve and protect the
fragile glass, costing a further £36,000 to
£40,000.

So, somebody came up with the
idea of writing to all sister All Saints
churches to ask if they could make a small
contribution to the appeal.

Intrigued, | looked up All Saints,
Chedgrave through A Church Near You, and
explored their website. The original
stained glass dating from the 14th or 15th

Fasee=attirncy

www.

Clt

l .' .i hey tesibhuarys

F>losrwsnsE>Erncy
-plumbi

Mobile - 07925719972

Telephone - 01985 840891

&Email - i wry-

N

For all your gas, oil and general plumbing needs.

Gmlds

co.uk

lumbing.co.uk

via email (uwvmfb@gmail.com), before
the preceding Friday at the latest, if you’d
like to attend.

Care at Home -
just as you like it.

bluebird
care*

We know you love your home and
feel safe there. We create home
care support pac s to ensure
ounded by
d loved ones, in the

you are cared for su
your pets ar
comfort of your own home.

Live-in care: Round-the-clock
companionship and care.
Domiciliary care: Support and
flexibility to live safely at home.
Respite care: If you need a
rest from being a carer or require
short-term care.
Specialist care: Some conditions
require specialist care. Dementia
care, End of life care, Physical
disabilities care, Reablement.
Our care ranges from 30-minute daily

visits to full Live-in care. Call us for
care designed for your unique needs.

Bluebird Care Wiltshire South
CalL 01722 568930

dcare.co. ulf

centuries was destroyed, perhaps in the
wave of Puritan iconoclasm in the 16th
and 17th centuries. The east window was
re-glazed in 1819 with a selection of
mostly medieval glass from continental
Europe, mainly from France and Germany
as part of the ‘beautification’ of the
church paid for by the Beauchamp-Proctor
family who lived nearby, one of whom was
rector from 1817.

One panel depicts St John the
evangelist and apostle. He has his head on
his right hand, while his left hand holds a
palm branch over his shoulder (the symbol
of a martyr). He looks rather glum. The
panel is from Germany, probably Cologne,
circa 1435-1440.

Here in Norton Bavant we are
blessed with living in the beautiful Wylye
Valley where we experience little
vandalism. We have also been most
blessed by an extremely generous legacy
from the late Gordon Webb which has
allowed us to restore both our beautiful
east and west Victorian Window.

Our PCC therefore felt we should
respond generously to our ‘sister’ church
and help them save their even more
precious window. Hilary Connellan
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TURBO’S DOG BLOG FOR ADVENT

“How’s Turbo?” they were asked the other
day. “He’s fine,” they answered. Really?
Look at my sad little face, my doleful
eyes and lacklustre appearance all adding
up to a generally miserable existence -
and all because after 11 years with the
Guvnor and the Muvnor (that’s 77 in
human years) | realise that they just don’t
understand dogs. No, they do not get it;
dogs are creatures of habit who like their
routines, their familiar habitats and
regular exercise and meals who don’t
mind the occasional slight divergence
from these customs - provided they are
biscuit related.

What’s brought all this on? Well,
they decided, quite out of the blue and
without even the excuse of Spring
cleaning (it’s December after all), to

change my bedding cushions at the end of
the kitchen table. ‘Out with the old and
in with the new’ can be explained if it was
New Year’s Day - just, but not on a whim
and without warning.

| had overheard the Guvnor read-
ing out an article from the paper about
how often various human groups change
their underwear, their socks and their
bedlinen but paid no attention as | had
already faced the indignity of being
stripped naked just as winter loomed, in
an act of pure thoughtlessness (reported
graphically in last month’s blog). | didn’t
believe there was anything else they
could do to make my life any more un-
comfortable until | was ‘encouraged’ onto
one of my other beds with the
comment, “Did you know that in a survey
many, if not most, students do not change
their bedlinen from the beginning of term
to the start of the vacation?”

With that, my lovely old cushions
with their long-faded patterns, broken
down fillings and comforting and familiar
aromas of self-grooming or sleeping dog
were unceremoniously removed and, to
add insult to injury, when the Guvnor
asked if they were going into the washing
machine, he was told to incinerate them.
By now | was showing the world what the
expression ‘hangdog’ means. My beloved
sanctuary where | had spent all night and

[—GUTTER BEGENDS

O YOU KNOW WHAT’S LURKING IN YOUR GUTTERS?

& Blocked gutters and downpipes can cause
= property issues such as damp.

Darren Ashley
Gardening and Handyman

Grass cutting Lawn laying
Orchard and riverbank mowing
Fixing, repairing gates
and fencing
Hedge cutting and tree work
Free quotations Fully insured

no job too small

01985 300 225

07910 462 632

GUTTERS
Lapep usniG
GUTTER VACUUM SYSTEMS

most of the day was off to the funeral
pyre of bedding and it was no consolation
that new, yes new, cushions were
being put on the chair. ‘New’ means
unmalleable, uncomfortable and almost
unusable as they keep springing back into
shape even after my having performed
the ritual of turning round and round in
circles half a dozen times trying to squash
them down - but to no avail.

Ah well; Christmas is coming, and
by the New Year perhaps the semblance
of a bed gradually regaining that lovely
‘used’ feel and smell will cheer me up.
Until then it’s more time on the sofa,
| think.

ILES & VINCENT

FUNERAL SERVICES

WARMINSTER’S ONLY

INDEPENDENT
FUNERAL DIRECTOR

24 hour funeral service
in Warminster and the
surrounding villages
The Cornmarket,VWarminster

01985 220161

info@ilesandvincentfuneralservices.co.uk

WARMINSTER TOOL HIRE

www.warminstertoolhire.co.uk

Tool and Plant machinery available
to hire in the Wiltshire and
Somerset area!

- Trailers
- Excavators
- Cement Mixers
- Compactor Plates
and MORE!
Contact us now for a quote...

E: info@warminstertoolhire.co.uk
T: 07359 677184
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DOWN ON THE FARM...

Those who walk, cycle or ride through
our farm may have noticed the recent
addition to the new cow barn. Solar panels
have now been installed.

I’m sure this will be no surprise to
anyone that we use a large amount of
electricity for the dairy and on the farm
in general. Cooling the milk in the tank is
probably our highest consumption of
power. The milk must be below 4 degrees
within half an hour of a cow being milked.
To achieve this, alongside the milk tank
there is another tank holding three tons of
ice and chilled water. The warm milk goes
through a plate cooler, this is a series of
plates with warm milk on one side and
chilled water on the other. The water
cools the milk before it enters the bulk
tank. The heat from the milk heats up the
water which we can recover to wash the
parlour. As with everyone the price of our
energy is sky high, so we took the decision
to install the solar panels and batteries.
With the batteries we can use the solar
energy in the dark and as we milk three
times a day this is a huge gain for us.

Robert is now glued to his phone
daily and giving anyone willing to listen a
regular run down from the app how much
electricity the panels are producing. Its
surprising how little brightness you need
for them to work so sunshine as much as
we love to see it and yes it helps is not a

crucial element.

Most of the power we are produc-
ing is for ourselves, but some will be
exported into the grid.

There are other benefits, one
important one being the process lowers
our carbon footprint. The app gives us a
daily report on how much carbon we have
saved from being released into the
atmosphere. As with many industries we
are required to calculate our carbon
footprint each year.

As we head towards the festive
period the shorter days and inclement
weather make the arable work harder to
complete! At time of writing, we still have
150 acres of wheat to plant and Robert is

hoping to have it in the ground by the end
of January which is the latest he can allow
with the variety of wheat seed being used.
The cows are all in and tucked up
for the winter and | am sure they will
greet Father Christmas and his reindeer
with a warm welcome as they fly above
their barns and on that note, we wish you
all a very merry Christmas and happy new
year from all of us down on the farm.
Kit Pottow

tell them that you read about them

' When contacting advertisers please '
. in the Parish News .

Wren House

Residence for the Retired and Elderly

Wren House in Warminster is a long-established, elegant retirement home,
specialising in individual care in gracious surroundings.

Having just thirteen rooms, each with a private bathroom, we are able to
offer the ambience of a family home, together with caring staff and the
facilities to enable our residents to grow old with dignity.

Ms Tracey Atkins, Manager
Wren House Limited, 32 Vicarage Street, Warminster BAI12 8JF
Tel: 01985 212578

THATCHCRAFT LIMITED
Ellis Butcher

Master Thatcher

Tel: 01985 877122
Mob: 07778 598851

E: ellisbutcher@live.co.uk
www.thatchcraft.co.uk

4 Barters Farm Plant Centre
' Open to the public
sarters 7 days a week to 5pm*

Masses of summer flowering home-grown
plants at surprisingly good prices.

Stocking shrubs, roses, trees, alpines, climbers
fruit bushes, perennials & cottage garden plants
in our refurbished plant area

Our new shop sells a range of gardening essentials
including garden feeds, lawn care, seeds & wild bird food

*Open to public Mon-Sat 9am-5pm * Sun 10am-4pm

Barters Plant Centre, Chapmanslade, Westbury BA13 4AL
01373 832294 | retail@barters.co.uk
www.barters.co.uk

FORA LOCAL PERSONAL
INSURANCE SERVICE

Call our office in Warminster
on 01985 845116

@ NFU Mutual

INSURANCE | PENSIONS | INVESTMENTS

Gardens and

Garden Maintenance
Planting Schemes and
Landscaping

Tree Surgery and Specialist
hedges.

Peter Longbourne HND NCA
Ground Control (UK) Ltd
01985 840171 (Est 1989)
peterlongbournc@outlook.com

Garden Strueturas

Outdoor Carpentry

Fences and Landscaping
Paths, Paving and Walls

Full design and build service.

Alex Mackintosh
Garden Structures
01380 830348 (Bratton)
07802 543784
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THOUGHTS FROM MY GARDEN...

‘All is safely gathered in’ as the hymn
goes. The geraniums, lemon trees and our
olive tree are in the conservatory, and the
logs have been delivered and stored. This
year it’s all Ash. There is a poem on the
back of our study door entitled ‘Logs to
burn’ all about the merits or otherwise of
the different types of logs, it finishes with
‘But ASH logs, so smooth and grey, burn
them green or old; burn up all that come
your way, they’re worth their weight in
gold’. Despite the sad demise of so many
of these beautiful trees due to ash
dieback, the positive note is that we shall
be warm and cosy all winter!

We’ve been busy washing the
greenhouse and lots of pots and trays, so
all potted plants can now be put up on
feet rather than trays. Not a job | was
looking forward to, but it has been so
warm and sunny (when it’s not raining),
that my hands didn’t even get cold
washing in cold water.

We have compost arriving very
soon, so | am taking advantage of the
warm sunny weather to clear and tidy and
cut back in readiness, whilst ensuring
enough old growth is left for the

overwintering insects. That will help me
see where to put the compost to its best
advantage. My trouble is that | don’t like
to see bare patches. I’'m very greedy
when it comes to filling the borders with

Jon Royds

tell them that you read about them

' When contacting advertisers please '
. in the Parish News .

different plants, and not very good at
resisting the urge to buy when | see
something interesting, with the result
that during the summer months it all
tends to be a bit crowded!

| look at the experts’ gardens and
| know they have a lot more space than
me, but | am determined to try to keep
more space between the different plants,
hoping that their display will be even
better next year with less overcrowding
around each plant, to allow them to grow
to their very best.
With Christmas fast approaching it’s time
to bring in interesting seed heads to
create decorations. This year I’m going to
spray paint various Allium heads to mix
with Chinese lanterns and other seed
heads that are no longer of any use to the
birds. Indoor planted bulbs also make for
a lovely display when not much is
flowering in the garden, hyacinths being
the obvious with their strong scent.

January is about the only slack
time in the garden, so | hope that there
may be some dry, warm days for mainte-
nance and preparation for the busy
gardening year ahead. I’m also looking
forward to visiting a few winter gardens
and enjoying their special beauty of form
and structure.

Ali Tebbs

2024 WYLYE VALLEY
CALENDAR

The 2024 edition of this popular local
calendar is now available! As always, all
proceeds are donated to Hope and Homes
for Children (registered charity no.
1089490). The price remains the same as
last year, £11.00, and copies are available
locally from Wylye Post Office, Budgens at
Codford, Ginny’s Café at the Ginger
Piggery or Heytesbury Stores, or in
Warminster from Coates & Parker or the
Community Hub. You can also order online
at www.chrislockphotography.co.uk or by
phone by calling Hope and Homes for
Children on 01722 790111.

The calendar depicts this lovely
part of Wiltshire at its best. For anyone
wishing to send the calendar as a gift, it
comes with a sturdy mailing envelope and
can be sent at the ‘large letter’ rate.

Last year, combined sales of the
Wylye and Nadder Valley Calendars raised
£6,405. All of this money supports the
overseas programmes of Hope and Homes
for Children, in Eastern Europe, Southern
and East Africa and South Asia. The charity
remains committed to the belief that
every child deserves the love and
belonging of a safe family home.

Maths & English

Home tuition for 7 to 12 year olds
nickswann.co.uk

Helping children achieve their best since 2007

KTV Systems

TV aerials, satellite TV and
CCTV installations and repairs.

info@ktvsystems.co.uk
07825 812955 or 220247

Central
Heating

E.G. MARTIN LTD
WESTBURY (01373)
822784864676

CHRIS ROBERTS
& SON

Soft Landscaping ¢ Lawn Care ®
Tree & Shrub Planting ® Hedge Cutting ®
Hedge Reductions Fencing ®

Free Quotations Given

Please contact us by telephone or email:
Office 01722716736

Mobile 07718320083

~

WESTERN
SKIP HIRE LTD

For Waste Disposal

From Households,
Builders and Factories

Westbury (Wilts)
01373 813132
Victory Road
West Wilts
Trading Estate

Westbury
\ Wilts BA13 4JL
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ANGLING NOTES

| went with a friend to fish our lakes on
the 9th of October. The day was very hot
and the sun very bright, not the best of
conditions for fishing. When we arrived at
our chosen lake we were surprised to find
it full of weed. The weed was chara
which provides excellent habitat for
chironomids(buzzers).

When The Society built the lake in
the late 1990s there was some chara in
the fish farm which the lake replaced
and we found more to plant in
order to encourage fly life. The rising
temperatures that have arrived due to
climate change have obviously suited
the chara and it has thrived beyond my
expectations.

Fortunately, there was one open
patch in the weed and it was immediately
opposite where we intended to fish. In
addition the chara is working, there were
numbers of fish rising to what appeared
to be a buzzer hatch and | soon caught
two nice rainbows on a buzzer imitation,
a very small and very light pattern to fish
close to the surface.

When hooked, rainbows do not
dive for cover in the vegetation as brown
trout do and so in spite of all the weed it
was possible to land both fish by steering
them around clumps and avoiding
dragging them through the weed. Two
consequences of the good weed growth
and the shading of the bed of the lake is
that the water was very clear and there
was no floating algae on the surface.

Algae on the surface is usually a
nuisance in hot bright weather or
whenever there is lots of sunshine. It is
not very usual to be able to see the fish

0B BEA]
LIMITED

Offering a Prompt and Courteous Senvice

 Septic Tank Emptying « Temporary Toilet Hire
o Luxury Trailer Toilets and Showers
o Welfare Units o Refrigerated Trailer Units

1§ 01747 871464
(& www.robbeale.co.uk
i www.emporaryfacilities.co.uk
i admin@temporaryfacilities.co.uk

in the lakes apart from when they are in
the margin but on this day because of the
clarity of the water it was possible to see
the fish which came and looked at our
flies and turned away in disdain. This adds
to the excitement, will they take it or will
they not! By contrast the two which |
caught took with complete confidence
and | did not see either of them take my
fly. Since that visit | have cancelled two
planned fishing trips because of the
weather forecast which said lots of rain
and wind. On neither occasion did the
wind and rain arrive and it was very
frustrating to miss the day.

| noticed that the minister respon-
sible gave as an excuse for inaccurately

predicting where storms were going to
arrive owing to the fact that the weather
was coming out of the East rather than
the West. The lady said that the Met
Office had less experience of that
situation!

David Waters, the motivator
behind and leader of the Great Bustard
Group came to speak in our village hall
recently about the reintroduction
programme.This is a great success story
with a self-sustaining population of in
excess of 70 birds now resident on and
around The Plain. It was particularly
interesting to hear how he is intending to
spread them to other suitable areas.

Robin Mulholland

JEREMY COLTMAN

WEALTH MANAGEMENT

[ recognise that talking about money
and finances is personal - sometimes
sensitive.

So, it’s reassuring to know that there’s
someone on hand who can help you
address your needs, understand your
goals, and realise your dreams.

Ifyou would like a free no obligation initial review meeting, then please contact me

M:07976 398 194 E:jeremy.coltman@sjpp.co.uk www.jeremycoltmanwm.co.uk

[ offer a friendly and approachable service,
backed by the strength and security of FTSE
100 company, St. James’s Place Wealth
Management; and being local means I am
here to help whenever you need me.

[ can help you with investments, retirement,
life assurance and estate planning.

7N
X,

APPTEL

Business Telecoms
Up to 50% cheaper than BT!

e Cloud phone sytems-
e Super-Fast Broadband-
e 30 day rolling contract

Call Justin Fellowes.
We are a local company
specialising in innovative

business telecoms solutions.

Contact us for our latest offers

01985 620133

admin@apptel.co.uk
WWW.APPTEL.CO.UK

"15,'7' 27 | ﬂ\"” %Ev_
g 7 u% .\%\ ‘@l‘j
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Offering home help & companionship
Local to Warminster & Surrounding areas

Phones 07805037983

Email® lucys.21@outlook.com

Q

Wylye Valley Personal Trainer

Your Local PT That Comes To You!

Quality Home Fitness Training Guaranteed!

Servicing:

Boyton, Codford, Corton, Heytesbury, Knook,
Norton Bavant, Sherrington, Stockton,
Sutton Veny, The Langfords, Tytherington,
Upton Lovell, Wylye

Mob: 07876461603
Email: steve@aimbodyfitness.com

www.aimbodyfitness.com
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DID YOU KNOW ? History of The Warminster Journal

| am sure that many of you will buy the
Warminster Journal, which is the town’s
only weekly local newspaper. The paper
serves the Wiltshire towns of Warminster
and Westbury, as well as many
neighbouring villages.

The first issue of the Warminster
Journal was on 19th November 1881.
Initially it was in competition with a
newspaper known as the Warminster
Herald and both papers were published
weekly, at a cost of just one penny. The
Herald however, having been founded in
1857, went out of production in 1893.
The Warminster Journal, was initially
named as the ‘Warminster and Westbury
Journal and Wilts County Advertiser.” The

newspaper’s founder was a gentleman by
the name of Benjamin Walter Coates who
had moved to Warminster in the 1860s.
Benjamin retired in 1898 and was
succeeded by his son, Alfred Coates. In
1900, a young assistant joined the firm,
having relocated from the North East of
England. The assistant’s name was Samuel
Hillier Parker and in 1912, Alfred made
Samuel a partner of the company. Thus,
the name ‘Coates and Parker’ came into
existence.

In the 1880’s, printing was a very
different skill to that which we now
understand. Every letter was set by hand
and pictures were printed from hand-cut
blocks. Each week the paper contained

THE HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY
Il

Charity No: 200669

THIS ALMSHOUSE
CONTINUE TO PROVIDE
ACCOMMODATION FOR THOSE IN NEED
IN EITHER SINGLE AND DOUBLE BEDROOM
FLATS OR BUNGALOWS.

Please contact the Administrator, Paul Budd,
on 01985 840441
or EMAIL: stjohnshospital2018 @outlook.com
for further information
and to arrange an informal visit.

More information can be found on our
website at: www.st-johns-hospital.org.

R

Spire Electrical Services Ltd

Your local friendly electrician
Over 30 years’ experience
All work fully guaranteed
Free estimates
NICEIC approved electrical contractor

Mark Briffitt

07733104993
spireelectricalservices@outlook.com
4 Springhead, Sutton Veny, BA12 7AG

.u‘ .‘-‘
£ & ManorFarmVets
“Y-:, o New Road, Codford,

Warminster, BA12 ONS

Your local small animal veterinary practice
where you and your pets' needs are at the
heart of every clinical decision.

admin@manorfarmvets.co.uk

01985 850752

RCYS

ACCREDITED

PRACTICE

www.manorfarmvets.co.uk

THE HOME

HEART

Dedicated AGA cleaning, repair
re-enamel/colour-change service.

Wi-Fi controlled electric
conversion specialist.

Refurbished cooker sales.

15 years experience in
domestic appliance
repair & fitting

Washing machines, tumble dryers,
dishwashers, fridge freezers,
electric cookers, cooker hoods, electric
showers, night-storage heaters.
Most manufacturer’s spares available.

Call or email for free advice

Tel: 01985 988577
Email: philip@thehomeheart.co.uk

thehomeheart.co.uk

both local and national news, with many
advertisements ensuring that the paper
was commercially viable. In the first
edition of the paper, Benjamin Coates
had written the following editorial: ‘In
the columns of The Journal, we shall
endeavour to give correct reports of
meetings of various bodies on religious,
social or political topics, proceedings in
the County Court and at Magistrates
sessions. Parliamentary and political
intelligence as well as domestic and
foreign, will be collected from the most
reliable sources; and impartial accounts
of passing events and occasional articles
on the leading and engrossing topics of
the day will be given.’

Samuel Parker died in 1935, but
Alfred Coates continued printing the
Warminster Journal, and developing the
rest of his stationary business, until he
retired in 1958. The business was bought
by Mr Charlie Mills, who was founder
member of the Warminster Chamber of
Trade, a past president of the Wiltshire
Football Association and a member of
Warminster Rotary Club. It is Charlie’s
grandchildren, Ray Shorto and Diana
Watkins (née Shorto), who are now joint
editors of the Journal. Both Ray and
Diana have worked in the business for
many years and are well known and
respected throughout the Warminster
fraternity. Jonathan Wansey

MIND THE PAWS

pet boutique

www.mindthepaws.com
Online Pet Boutique offering free click and
collect from Tytherington BAI2 7AA

Natural Treats
Health Supplements
Toys
Pet Bowls and Accessories
Gifts for pet lovers
and much more

Use HELLOIO0 at the checkout

for 10% off your first order of £10 or more.
hello@mindthepaws.com 07836 234053

Carons Care Line

Local Domiciliary Care Agency

Offer a bespoke care service for your
loved ones to support with living at
home.

Also looking to recruit dynamic carers
to join our friendly team.

Contact 01985 850124 or email
info@caronscareline.co.uk
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VILLAGE NEWS

BOYTON AND CORTON CUTTINGS

We recently had an amusing and
fascinating talk in the Fane Hall from David
Waters, founder of The Great Bustard
Group. He spoke to us years ago in the
early days of reintroducing Great Bustards
to Salisbury Plain and it was really good to
hear how well the project is going and
expanding, even into the Wylye Valley.
The group works closely with farmers to
help produce the right habitat for
these incredible creatures, the world’s
heaviest flying birds. The next scheduled
supper/talk is in February, from the Stone
Mason of Salisbury Cathedral. Look out for
more details and come along to enjoy
another good speaker and a delicious
meal.

The tempting smell of bacon
cooking permeated the air once again for
the final big breakfast of the year ...
but they will be back in January 2024,
something else to look forward to in the
Fane Hall.

The lych gate to the Corton Burial
Ground is in need of repair. By the time
you read this, the Parish Council meeting
will have discussed how to proceed.
The choices are whether to patch it up or
more fully reinstate it, obviously a much
more expensive option. The gate has
probably been there since the ground was

consecrated in 1895, with some repairs
carried out about 20 years ago. It is an
important part of the village scene, used
by many, let us hope a way can be found
to fund a full refurbishment.

AR

FABULOUS NEWS
FROM CODFORD TENNIS

By the time you read this the Curry and
Quiz Night will be past and hopefully all
will have had a brilliant evening... and we
will have added to our funding for Phase 2!
The really exciting news is that the order
has gone in for the First Phase of Fencing
replacement, and in a couple of months

Puppy & Dog Training Classes,
Behaviour Consultations, Dog
Walking, Dog Sitting & Day Care

Please contact Celia Callan BSc
(Hons) Dip CABC
Tel: 01985 248277
Mob: 07806779749

celiacallanpuppyschool@hotmail.com
www.doggietraining.co.uk

Q‘;#‘, www.puppyschool.co.uk

! [l
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Professional,
Qualified & Insured Tutor

SHERRINGTON

Warp and weft are threaded onto Autumn
golden looms and soon the land will be
draped in a cloth of gold. Already Birch,
Lime and Field Maple are glowing
with colour. Hedgerows hang with
enamelled Rose Hips and the amber glow
of Hawthorne. The incoming migrants
Redwing and Fieldfare should do well, as
bushes are laden with fruit. The leaves of
Ash and Poplar are rather drab, but Poplar
can be forgiven as in the Spring their
unfolding leaves exude frankincense that
drifts on the air. We have Matthew Burt to
thank for some additions. In one or two
places the lane sides are marked with a
coloured stake which are supporting new,
young trees.

At Rectory Cottage candles and
torches were at the ready against the
threatened storms. However, apart from a
midnight glitch, we fared well. The river,
however, is full and flowing strongly. Little
Dog has finished swimming for the duration
of Winter and today the current would
have been far too strong. The Cress bed
benefits from a good flow of water and
is looking clean and fresh, decorated
some days by a pair of Swans and nhumerous

Mallard. The little Tufted Duck have not
been here for some time. There is the dart
and flurry of a Moorhen in the reed bed,
more welcome than the Coot which tend
to be bullies.

Commercial Christmas can be a
tawdry affair; the media exhort us to eat
and drink and the shops are filled with
‘Xmas’ tat. How good, therefore, to begin
Christmas in Sherrington Church where our
Carol Service is on Sunday 17th December
at 11 o’clock. The church will look
beautiful as always and there will be
time to relax and draw breath. There is
no service on Christmas Day, but the
celebration of Christmas continues with
the arrival of the Wise Men at Epiphany on
Sunday 7th January and a communion
service at 11 a.m.

BL

"HORI1Z

ON

TREE & HEDGE CARE

07931 766553

the work should start on removing the
old breaking structure and installing the
new one early in 2024 (the lead time on
materials is 8 weeks). This is thanks to the
kindness and generosity of all of you, those
in the Club and the Community, who have
helped and supported us in the fundraising
efforts of the past few years.

However, the really big celebration
for the community here in Codford and
making it possible is the news that Codford
Tennis has received a £10,000 funding
boost from The Hills Group Limited. The
money has been made available through
the Landfill Communities Fund (LCF) which
is administered for Hills by Community
First, the Rural Community Council for
Wiltshire. This is excellent news for our
community and we are very grateful for
the help and support we have received
from Community First in making this
happen.

We are also grateful to the Parish
Council for their support.

Fundraising continues to complete
the whole project and the next event will
be in February 2024 - watch this space!!

Contact for further information:
lawntennisclubcodford@gmail.com or
Vincie on 850239.

v <
UDobey Dog

TRAINING SERVICES

: Forullyqdr A
“training wobbles- -

I:1 training and classes to help build the
relationship that you and your dog want

IMDT
* 11 Training
¢ Puppy Classes Th lllllllli
+ Focused Training - Recall, DO

Good Manners & Loose lead _lihiag

+ Refresher Courses
+ Good Grades & Tricks Club
+ Agility for Fun

|

AN <

I\}mmur
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Tel: 07795 572295
www.wobblydogtraining.com
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DECEMBER 2023

* WORSHIP in the UPPER WYLYE VALLEY

3rd December Tytherington 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
ADVENT Sutton Veny 9.30am Parish Communion FROM THE REGISTERS
SUNDAY Codford St Peter 11.00am Parish Communion
Heytesbury 6.00pm Advent Service of Light choir Funeral
Our sympathy and love to those
10th December  Sutton Veny 9.30/10.00  Café church who mourn the passing of
2nd Sunday Norton Bavant 9.30am Parish Communion + choir choir Christopher Richard Sloane
of Advent Upton Lovell 11.00am Matins (BCP) on 6th November
Heyteshury 11.00am Parish communion at Codford St Peter
Codford St Mary 6.00pm Evensong (BCP) May they rest in the peace
and light of Christ
17th December Boyton 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
3rd Sunday Codford St Peter 9.30am Parish Communion Please contact the Ministry Team to make
of Advent Heytesbury 9.30am Sunday Worship with carols arrangements for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals,
Sherrington 11.00am Carol Service choir Confirmation preparation or Service of Prayer
Sutton Veny 6.00pm Carol Service and Dedication after a Civil Marriage.
Codford St Mary 6.00pm Carol Service o
Upton Lovell 6.00pm Carol Service The clergy will officiate at any
crematorium service.
Monday 18th Knook 6.00pm Carol service
Tuesday 19th Heytesbury 2.30pm School Community Carol Service
Tytherington 7.00pm Carol Service
Wednesday 20th ~ Boyton 6.30pm Carol service
Sunday 24th Norton Bavant 8.00am BCP Communion - Advent 4
4th Sunday Knook 11.00am Parish / Christmas choir
of Advent communion
Codford Village Hall 4.00pm Crib Service
Heytesbury 4.00pm Crib Service
Sutton Veny 4.00pm Crib Service HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN, HEYTESBURY
CHRISTMAS Codford St Peter 11.30pm Midnight Mass
EVE Heytesbury 11.30pm Midnight Mass General Manager Paul Budd
01985 840441
Monday 25th Tytherington 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) —_—
CHRISTMAS Upton Lovell 9.30am Christmas Commun!on ST GEORGE'S CATHOLIC CHURCH
DAY Boyton 9.30am Christmas Communion ]
Codford St Mary 11.00am Carols followed by a 31 Boreham Road, Warminster BA12 9JP
Short Communion
Sutton Veny 11.00am Christmas Communion PARISH PRIEST
Norton Bavant 11.00am Christmas Service Fr Martin Queenan
31st December ATTACHED PRIESTS
Sunday after Sutton Veny 10.00am TEAM SERVICE choir Fr Raymond Hayne Fr Malcolm Ferrier
Christmas and Patronal Festival
JANUARY 2024 01985 212329
PRAYER GROUP
7th JANUARY Sutton Veny 9.30am Parish Communion We pray daily.
EPIPHANY Heytesbury 9.30am Sunday Worship If you have any prayer requests,
Codford St Peter 11.00am Parish Communion please call Anne
Sherrington 11.00am Epiphany Communion choir on 07432 205229
Upton Lovell 6.00pm Evensong (BCP)
14th January Tytherington 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) <
2nd Sunday of Norton Bavant 9.30am Parish Communion choir FM
Epiphany Upton Lovell 11.00am Matins (BCP)
Heytesbury 11.00am Parish communion Forrester Sylvester Mackett
Plough Sunday Sundial Farm, Corton 2.30pm Plough Sunday service SOLICITORS
Codford St Mary 6.00pm Evensong (BCP) What matters to you matters to us
21st January Boyton 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) e D—
3rd Sunday of Codford St Peter 9.30am Parish Communion .
Epiphany Upton Lovell 11.00am Parish Communion choir @ Trowbridge
@ Warminster
28th January Sutton Veny 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
4th Sunday of Codford St Mary 9.30am Parish Communion choir
Epiphany Knook 11.00am Parish Communion P
Heytesbury 6.00pm Evensong (BCP) www.fsmsolicitors.co.uk
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MARKET PLACE

BESPOKE KITCHENS

Braddell’s Artisan Furniture Makers
in Warminister 07739 124462
Facebook : Braddell’s Bespoke Design

ELECTRICIANS

Pears Electrical 07717534026
Nigel: pearselectricians@talktalk.net

Spire Electrical (see p.9) 07733104993

GENERAL BUILDERS AND JOINERS

Mike Turner Construction 07779859875
www. miketurnerconstruction.com

PAINTING AND DECORATING

James Ashley 07595 948840
Qualified painter and decorator
27 Westlands, Heytesbury

PLASTERING

Lee Hadfield 07765 945722
30 yrs of experience
johnhadfield58@gmail.com

PLUMBING

Hhp (see p.4)

Codford Builders Ltd
Bathrooms and heating

213314

840521

300403

840891

Stefan 217394

COMPUTER SERVICES
Simple PC Help 07979 252573
richard@simplepchelp.co.uk 01985 330073
WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT
Stephen Oxlade 07801 090335
admin@newvalleywebdesign.com

CAR SERVICING & MAINTENANCE
Auto Services, Pete Jenkins

Carsons Yd, East St, Warminster 215749
C&C Servicing and Repair. MOTs
Woodcock Road 07867 384766 / 217407

Would you like to advertise with us? Contact katherine.venning@gmail.com

FINANCIAL ADVICE
Jeremy Coltman Wealth Management

(see p.8) 07976 398194
ANTIQUES, CODFORD
Dave Alder at Tina's 850828

Open Mons, Tues & Sat. 9.30 am — 5 pm
PET SHOP
Baber Animal Feeds

Farm, equine, poultry, fur, feather, fin

13 Weymouth Street, Warminster 219 602
CATTERY, CATS WHISKERS
Weston Nurseries, Corton 850504
FARM SHOP, CROCKERTON
Wylye Valley Vineyard 211337

wylyevalleyvineyard@gmail.com
FIREWOOD, seasoned logs for sale

Jerry Poolman 07966 272960

ashdownfarmllp@hotmail.co.uk
TREE and GARDEN SERVICES
Peter Longhourne (see p.6}
Rod Ford (Codford)

Basic garden maintenance
Chris Roberts (see p.7) 01722 716736
Horizon Tree and Hedge Care (see p.10)
07931 766553
07910 462 632

or 300225
PROPERTY and GARDEN maintenance
Warminster Fencing Ltd 217775

sales@warminsterfencing.co.uk
WINDOW CLEANING, gutters, fascias
Clearer Windows 07922 575690
richnurdin@gmail.com
POST OFFICE, HEYTESBURY
POST OFFICE, CODFORD

840171
851134

Darren Ashley (see p.5)

840914
850345

PUBS, tRESTAURANTS and 1 B&B
Hillside Cafét Codford

Restaurant and take-away 850712
Prince Leopoldti Upton Lovell 850460
The Red Lion @ Heytesburyt# 840333

Home cooked food, garden, family friendly
Ginny's Cafe, Boyton 850381

ginnysbhoyton@gmail.com

Open daily 10-2pm

HEALTH AND WELLBEING
MOBILE FOOT CARE
kirstywithey@outlook.com
Foot health practitioner 07507 708945
Wylye Valley Personal Trainer (see p.8)
steve@aimbodyfitness.com 07876461603
Holistic Therapies at Tytherington
Reflexology and Hopi Ear Candling
www.beautyretreatwiltshire.co.uk
Suki Art - Wildlife, Pet and Abstract artist
Susan King Sukiart@mail.com 07568 574918
www.etsy.com/uk/shop/SukiartGB
Traditional Chinese Acupuncture
Vaiva Minceviciute 07853 663979
info@dynamicequilibrium.org.uk
Fitness Pilates
Codford Village Hall
Rosie Poolman
Zumba
Civic Centre,Warminster
rosiepoolman@talktalk.net
WYLYE VALLEY VOICES
Codford Village Hall Wednesday 1.30
Andrew Forbes-Lane 07774731918
andrew@andrewforbeslane.com
Area code 01985 unless otherwise stated

Tues 5.00/Wed 9.30
07760 496291 or 211431
07760 496291
Wednesday 6.00

The Parish News of Upper Wylye is available on the team website, upperwylyevalleyteam.com/team/parish-news!/.
When contacting advertisers, please tell them that you read about them in The Upper Wylye Parish News.



